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We’re sorry - the
calendar is delayed again

We regret to inform readers that
the Chabad Lubavitch Jewish
calendar was not available for
distribution in this week’s issue.

In our last issue we had promised
that the calendar would be
inserted in the Sept. 30 issue but,
due to events totally out of our
control, the calendar is not yet
available.

If you would like a Jewish
calendar right away, however,
Camp Massad has produced its
own Jewish calendar. There is a
large quantity of those calendars
available at the security desk of
the Asper Campus.

My unexpected meeting with Stephen Harper 
By BERNIE BELLAN

Ed. note: This article first appeared on the
CBC website on Tuesday, Sept. 22, after some-
one from the CBC who had seen a draft of it
asked me for permission to post it to the CBC
site.

It began with a phone call from someone by
the name of Alexis Pavlich Sunday evening,
September 20th. Alexis told me that she worked
in the Prime Minister’s office. I told her that I
recognized her name from the many e-mails
she’s sent me.

Alexis said to me that I was invited to partic-
ipate in a question and answer session with
Stephen Harper on Tuesday, September 22nd.
She added that I would be one of a select num-
ber of media representatives who were being
invited to attend. One final note: She asked
that I send her three questions in advance that
I would like to pose to the Prime Minister.

I was immediately intrigued. Why was I, of
all people, being asked to attend? I’m hardly a
name journalist and Stephen Harper has been
consistent throughout his tenure as Prime
Minister in treating the media with disdain –
unless it serves his purpose to do otherwise.

I knew, however, the reason that I was being
invited to attend whatever it was that Alexis
had just invited me to attend: Joyce Bateman is
in trouble in Winnipeg South Centre and hav-

ing a representative of the Jewish media there
– presumably to ask questions about Harper’s
support for Israel; possibly his stands on deal-
ing with terrorism and ISIS – would play well
with Jewish voters.

But, Alexis should have vetted me more
thoroughly. I wasn’t interested in playing
along with whatever agenda that the Harper

The Jewish Post & News bids farewell
to Tove Silver, our office manager

By BERNIE BELLAN
For the past 28 years a good

many of our readers, as well as
advertisers and other individuals
who would have had occasion to
call our office, would have been
greeted by a pleasant, slightly
accented voice answering the
phone.

That voice belonged to Tove
Silver, who’s been our longest-
serving employee, but who’s now
taken the decision to retire, along
with her husband Michael, to
British Columbia.

Now, here’s something that may
come as a surprise to you if you’re
one of those individuals who may
have spoken at one time or another
with Tove: She’s not Jewish, she’s
Danish. In fact, Tove tells me that
before she met my wife Meachelle
and me, over 30 years ago (when, for a short
while, we were neighbours), she had never met
anyone Jewish.

Over the years that she had been working for
us, however, Tove certainly became as familiar
with what it’s like to be Jewish as anyone.

With her infinite
patience and
amazing ability to
remember names,
dates, and other
minutiae, Tove
put her own inim-
itable stamp on
the role of what,
over the years,
expanded from
secretary to full-
fledged office
manager.

If there was one
area in which
Tove put her
stamp, moreover,
it was in organiz-
ing the memori-
ams that are a
well-established

part of this paper and that set The Jewish Post
& News apart from any other Jewish newspa-
per in terms of the sheer volume of memori-
ams we run. Before Tove took over personal
responsibility for contacting individuals to see

Bernie Bellan (centre) with Winnipeg
South Centre Conservative candidate
Joyce Bateman and Prime Minister
Stephen Harper on Tuesday, Sept. 22 dur-
ing Harper’s visit that day to Winnipeg

Tove Silver
retiring after 28 years with 
The Jewish Post & News

Continued on page 8. See “Stephen
Harper”.

Continued on page 7. See “Farewell to Tove”.
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Jewish Heritage Centre and United Jewish People’s Order mount
exhibit of drawings of radical cartoonist Avrom Yanovsky

By BERNIE BELLAN
One time, when I was inter-

viewing Shimon Fogel, the CEO
of CIJA (The Centre for Israel
and Jewish Affairs), I asked him
why CIJA doesn’t attempt to be
more inclusive of Jewish organi-
zations that aren’t as establish-
ment as Jewish federations.

Fogel asked me to give him a
for instance. I said: “ the United
Jewish People’s Order”. He
replied that he’d never heard of
them.

That statement spoke volumes
to me. Like ‘em or not, radical
Jewish organizations have consti-
tuted an important role in
Canadian Jewish history. The fact
that they’re now marginalized by
the “machers” who claim to rep-
resent us (and I don’t recall ever
being able to vote to make
Shimon Fogel a spokesman for
me), is a reflection of the abandonment of so many of
the principles that used to animate Jewish leaders in
this country.

So – when the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western
Canada combined forces with the United Jewish
People’s Order to mount an exhibit focused on the life
of a radical cartoonist by the name of Avrom
Yanovsky, I can just imagine what someone like
Shimon Fogel would have to say about that. (No
doubt he’d actually be totally indifferent – unless the
exhibit was also part of a huge fundraiser as well.)

Who was Avrom Yanovsky? According to an article
submitted by the Jewish Heritage Centre to this paper
in early September (and which appeared in our Sept. 9
issue), Yanovsky was born in Ukraine in 1911 and
came to Canada with his family in 1913.

A member of the original Peretz Shule graduating
class (in 1925), Yanovsky was an avowed communist
who never abandoned his radical beliefs. He was also
a committed Zionist, however; something that was
quite typical of many of the early Zionists – hard as that might be for any-
one observing Israel’s transformation into a prototypical capitalist state
might find difficult to accept.

A talented cartoonist, Yanovsky studied art in Winnipeg with LeMoine
Fitzgerald, one of the Group of Seven, then moved to Toronto in 1930
where he established himself as a leading cartoonist for numerous radical
publications..

On Thursday, September 17, the Jewish Heritage Centre and United
Jewish People’s Order launched an exhibit of Yanovsky’s work titled “Free
Discussion is the Key to Peace” – “The Political Cartoons of Avrom
Yanovsky”. 

Prior to the ribbon cutting launching the exhibit, those in attendance were
treated to a talk by Yanovsky’s widow, Anna, along with a lengthier (and
quite animated) lecture by York University Associate Professor Ester Reiter
(who told me afterward that her maiden name is Kulak; she’s the mother of
famed musician Daniel Kulak.)

Anna Yanovksy explained that her marriage to Avrom Yanovsky was his
second marriage. His first wife, Nechama Gemeril, died in 1958. (Avrom
and Nechama were the parents of Zal Yanovsky – lead guitarist of the
famous ‘60s band, “The Lovin’ Spoonful”.)

Anna spoke of Avrom’s early immersion in communism. She recalled
him saying that he witnessed “Canadian soldiers returning from Russia in
1918, chanting ‘We want Soviets!’ “ A teen during the Winnipeg General
Strike, Yanovsky “observed with his critical eye the rise of individualism
and capitalism from the position of a communist and a Jew”, according to
the Sept. 9 article in this paper.

Esther Reiter noted, however, that Yanovsky’s talent as an artist could
have made him a very rich man – if that had been his goal. “Everyone com-
mented that if he had had a little bit of a capitalist in him, he would have
been a very rich man. He was part of a generation that saw a world that
needed changing and was willing to commit to that.”

In addition to witnessing the Winnipeg General Strike and living through
the Depression of the ‘30s, Yanovsky also “saw the terrible anti-Semitism
of a very repressive (Canadian) government”, Reiter observed.

Yanovsky combined his commitment to radical beliefs with a “love for

Yiddish culture”,
Reiter said. That inter-
esting combination
was typical of Peretz
Shul students of that
time, who “all hated
the capitalist system
and all loved
Yiddish.”

Why did so many
north enders of that
period hold radical
beliefs? According to
Reiter, “most of the
Jewish emigrés (to
Winnipeg) lived in the
north end – which was
about 95% Anglo –
who didn’t like the
immigrants much.”

Not only did many
of those Jewish immigrants arrive in Winnipeg with radical beliefs, the for-
mative experience of living through the Depression along with witnessing
the Spanish Civil War helped to solidify their radical leanings, Reiter
explained.

Then, following the end of World War II, individuals such as Yanovsky
observed the Canadian government allowing fascists to enter the country
“to fight the Soviet Union…a policy that Avrom and other Jewish leftists
found deplorable.”

Throughout his career as a cartoonist, Yanovsky sought to expose the
hypocrisy, not only of capitalist industrialists who trampled on the rights of
workers, but politicians who were in cahoots with those capitalists. Further,
Yanovsky’s love for Israel (to where his brother Zalman emigrated in the
1930s), led him to skewer politicians who were either outright anti-Semites
(such as the British Home Secretary Ernest Bevin), or others such as

The North End Folk Choir 
M.C. Henry Schorr wryly noted that the mem-
bers of the choir “would have to cut their act
short because they were heading to Investors
Group Field later that evening where a group
called AC DC would be serving as their warm-
up act.”

Avrom Yanovsky

U.N. and Israel a blow to 
anti-Semitism circa 1950s

Esther (Kulak) Reiter
York University professor
who gave an animated
description of the life of
Avrom Yanovsky 

Anna Yanovsky
Avrom Yanovsky’s second
wife who told stories of
Avrom’s love for both
Communism and Zionism

Continued on next page. See “Yanovsky”.

Jack Pickersgill, Canadian Minister of
Immigration in the 1950s, allowing Nazis into
Canada
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Jewish Book Clubwish Book Club

The People of the Book
Rady JCC and Jewish Post & News book club 

starts October 14 

The Rady JCC and The Jewish Post & News are pleased to present the
fourth season of The People of the Book: Jewish Book Club starting on
Wednesday, October 14 at 7:30 pm with the compelling novel Flowers in the
Blood.

Flowers in the Blood by best–selling author Gay Courter, is a well-
researched novel that tells the story about India’s lucrative opium trade dur-
ing the 19th century and a powerful Jewish family in the business. Based on
actual events, Courter tells the story of the Sassoon family through the eyes
of eldest daughter Dinah. Beginning with the murder of her mother when
Dinah is a small child and moving through adolescence, a disastrous arranged
marriage and subsequent divorce, another marriage and becoming a success-
ful businesswoman in her own right.

Selections for the rest of the season include:

Wednesday, December 2
The Lost Wife by Alyson Richman

Wednesday, January 27
Septembers of Shiraz by Dalia Sofer

Wednesday, March 9
Underground in Berlin: A Young Woman’s Extraordinary Tale of
Survival in the Heart of Nazi Germany by Marie Jalowicz Simon

Wednesday, May 18
A Remarkable Kindness by Diana Bletter

We are also pleased to announce that Sharon Freed will be joining People
of the Book as the facilitator. Sharon is recently retired from a long teaching
career at Gray Academy where she taught English and Social Studies for
many years. Reading and books are like her second career. We will also wel-
come guest speakers throughout the year.

The program will take place in the Kroft Boardroom at the Rady JCC.
Everyone is welcome to socialize and discuss these wonderful books with a
group of like-minded (or not!) peers. Coffee is on us!  Silver Collection.
Registration is welcome but not required. For more information please con-
tact Roberta Malam at (204) 480-7550 or rmalam@radyjcc.com

Rady JCC celebrates 
18th annivesary

First Row – Elaine Goldstine - Interim CEO Jewish Federation; Gayle
Waxman, Rady JCC Executive Director; Debbie Hoffman, Rady JCC
Board Member; Elliott Garfinkel, Rady JCC President; Marjorie
Blankstein; Earl Hershfield, Past President; Bob Freedman, Former
CEO, Jewish Federation; Hester Kroft, Past President; Larry Hecht,
Past President
Back Row - Seth Marks, Rady JCC Vice President; Adam Levene,
Vice President, Jewish Federation; Jack Hurtig, Rady JCC Vice
President; Daniel Jacobowitz, Rady JCC Board Member; Morley
Hoffman, Past President; Murray Gilfix, Past President; Danny
Stoller, Past President; Eric Sawyer, Past President; Jeff Lieberman,
Past President; Arnold Glass, Past President

It was 18 years ago that the Rady JCC first opened its doors. The offi-
cial opening of the Asper Campus and what was then known as the Rady
Jewish Community Centre took place on a gorgeous August day. It was
only fitting then, that when the Rady JCC held a series of festivities on
Sunday, Sept. 20th, that the weather cooperated once again. 

The day’s events culminated in the gathering of  many past presidents of
the Rady JCC, board members, and other individuals who have played key
roles in the history of the Rady JCC.

Canada’s Minister of Immigration in
the 1950s, Jack Pickersgill, who
allowed so many ex-Nazis to enter
Canada.

The exhibit of ink drawings cur-
rently on display in the hall where the
Jewish Heritage Centre mounts
exhibits in the Asper Campus offers a
comprehensive overview of
Yanovsky’s work. It was first mount-
ed at York University in 2005; subse-
quently it was featured as a part of
Ashkenaz (the festival of Yiddish
music held bi-annually in Toronto).

Following Esther Reiter’s talk,
the North End Folk Choir treated
guests to a spirited performance of
three songs in Yiddish and one in
English. In introducing the choir,
M.C. Henry Schorr wryly noted
that the members of the choir
“would have to cut
their act short because
they were heading to
Investors Group Field
later that evening
where a group called
AC DC would be
serving as their warm-
up act.”

(No doubt, Shimon
Fogel would not have
been amused: A leftist
Jewish choir? That
certainly doesn’t fit
with CIJA’s model of
what our Jewish com-
munity is supposed to look like, does it?)

Yanovsky
(Continued from previous page.)

Ernest Bevin, British Foreign
Secretary in the post-war
Labour government (1945-51)
and, in Yanovsky’s view, a
vicious “anti-Semite”

“Resurrecting Nazis” circa 1950s



With the federal election less than three weeks
away and, with the polls suggesting the tightest
three-way race in Canadian history, it’s still very
difficult to know which issues may prove deci-
sive in voters’ minds.

Undoubtedly there is a strong desire on the part
of many voters to turf Stephen Harper’s
Conservatives out of office, yet when it comes to
deciding which of the other real alternatives –

the NDP or the Liberals, presents the better choice, there is no clear indi-
cation whether either of those parties is the preferred choice of voters who
may want to rid themselves of the Conservatives.

There is always the temptation to pigeonhole voters as members of a dis-
tinct group, be it based on language, ethnicity, age, or some other such fac-
tor. Thus, Jewish voters are targeted by the Conservative Party as being
likely to vote Conservative because of that party’s strong support for Israel
and its image as the party that is most concerned about protecting Canada
from terrorist attacks.

At the same time though, many of those same Jewish voters are seniors.
While seniors’ issues do not seem to have received much attention in the
media, each of the parties has developed specific platform proposals that
are meant to appeal to seniors, ranging from income tax cuts, to increases
in the Guaranteed Income Supplement, to increased spending on pharma-
care.

My sense of voters’ attitudes, however, is that individual voters do not
focus on one or two issues and disregard the rest. The exception perhaps
might be the gratitude that many Jewish voters feel for Stephen Harper’s
steadfast support for Israel. I have spoken with so many Jews who might
ordinarily have been willing to support another party but who say that they
appreciate what Harper has done in terms of his unwavering support for
Israel.  In 2011, when Conservative Joyce Bateman defeated then-incum-
bent Liberal Anita Neville by fewer than 2,000 votes (out of almost 40,000
votes cast), the likelihood was that Jewish voters switching their allegiance
from Liberal to Conservative proved decisive in propelling Bateman to vic-
tory.

This time around though, it’s going to be much tougher for the
Conservatives to retain that seat, if the polls are any indictators of what’s
likely to happen. Jim Carr is a formidable opponent for Joyce Bateman.
(Interestingly, I have been asked several times where Jim Carr stands in
relation to support for Israel.) I can still discern a reluctance of many Jews
who might have voted Liberal in the past to return to the fold, primarily
because they are uneasy over past remarks made about Israel either by
Liberal MP’s or Liberal candidates in the past.

As for the NDP, while Thomas Mulcair has certainly come across as
strongly pro-Israel himself, there are too many NDP candidates who have
been caught out voicing extremely anti-Israel views to the point where the
NDP is regarded with deep suspicion by many Jewish voters when it comes
to the question of what an NDP government’s policy would be vis-à-vis

Israel.
(On this point I have

to voice my dismay
over what happened
with NDP candidate
Stefan Jonasson’s
forced withdrawal in
the Charleswood-St.
J a m e s - A s s i n i b o i a -
Headingley riding over
a 2012 tweet in which
he compared the
misogynist behaviour
of Charedim Jews to
the Taliban. In no way
did his tweet represent
anti-Semitic senti-
ments. In fact, it was
arguably a reasonable
observation  - perhaps
not entirely warranted,
but it was far from the
sort of off-the-cuff
Facebook posts or
tweets that have done
in so many other candi-
dates during this elec-
tion, when it seems that
every candidate is
being scrutinized for
any remark that might
be considered the least
bit offensive by one
group or another.)

If the “Jewish” vote then, is up for grabs this time around in ridings like
Winnipeg South Centre, what are we to make of the other defining charac-
teristic that can be attached to so many Jewish voters? They are seniors (in
this case meaning that they are 55+).  

I will have the honour of moderating an all-candidates forum for the rid-
ing of Kildonan-St. Paul at the Gwen Secter Centre on October 1st.
(Frankly, I was surprised to have been asked to serve as moderator. I’ve
never gone out of my way to appear non-partisan, but I’m told that one of
the reasons that I was asked to serve as moderator is that I’m expected to
liven things up. As I’ve written before about these types of events, I gener-
ally regard them as “snoozefests”, and the fault for that can often be attrib-
uted to moderators who accord panelists entirely too much respect. Letting
a politician drone on, repeating nothing but well-rehearsed talking points,
is usually nothing more than a cure for insomnia.)

One more point about this particular forum: I had occasion to bump into
Jim Bell, who is the Conservative candidate in the riding. I had been told
that Bell had not responded to several requests to indicate whether he was
going to appear at the Gwen Secter forum, so I asked him point-blank
whether he was going to show up. “Oh yes,” Bell told me. “I’m going to
call the Gwen Secter this afternoon.”

When I checked with Marilyn Regiec, executive director of Gwen Secter,
several days later to see whether Bell had indeed contacted anyone at the
centre, she said that he hadn’t. Let’s be honest: Jim Bell is a likely shoo-in
to win the riding. (The incumbent Conservative MP, Joy Smith, who
announced her retirement prior to this election, defeated her closest rival in
the last election by more than 10,000 votes, so unless there’s a complete
collapse in the Conservative vote this time around, Jim Bell is going to be
elected.) Still, wouldn’t it be nice if all those Conservative candidates who
have been told not to appear at any all-candidates forums actually had the
courage to do so?

By the way, in case you’ve already read my piece about being invited to
appear to meet with Stephen Harper, you’ll know how cynical I am about
the Conservative strategy of ignoring the media unless it suits a particular
purpose, such as shoring up support among Jewish voters in a riding where
the Jewish vote might play a key role. I just hope that this doesn’t become
a new trend in politics everywhere in Canada, i.e. ignore the media – and
voters’ forums unless you’re in trouble, then try to manipulate the media
for your own purposes.

Considering that the Gwen Secter forum is billed as a forum on “seniors
issues”, as much as anything I’m curious to find out which issues seniors
themselves consider to be seniors’ issues. (Even though I’m now a senior
myself, I can’t really say that I’ve thought about “seniors’ issues” as play-
ing much of a role in my own voting preferences. Perhaps as I get older
though, and I begin to worry more about things like health care and pen-
sions, they will begin to preoccupy me when I cast my ballot. I’m proba-
bly like most other baby boomers though, in the sense that we tend to dom-
inate the scene in almost every aspect of political life in Canada, so it’s nat-
ural for politicians to play to our concerns without even having to single us
out as seniors, which almost all baby boomers are now.)

One final note on the subject of seniors: I read a fascinating statistic about
voting behaviour among seniors: Although Canadians 55+ represented
only one-third of the population in 2011, they represented two-thirds of the
number of Canadians who actually cast ballots during the last federal elec-
tion. Even though Stephen Harper (56) is only 13 years older than Justin
Trudeau (43) (Thomas Mulcair is 60 by the way.)  and Harper was only 47
when he became Prime Minister (Pierre Trudeau, was only 49 when he
became PM.), if you think of both Stephen Harper and Pierre Trudeau
when they both became Prime Minister for the first time, doesn’t Justin
Trudeau seem so much younger than both Harper and Pierre Trudeau were?
I keep thinking that he should add a touch of grey to his hair to impart some
gravitas, don’t you?

Turning from seniors to juniors - so to speak, I decided this year to attend
Camp Massad’s Rosh Hashanah service. It’s now 19 years since some
Massad alumni first gathered to celebrate Rosh Hashanah at the camp and
it has grown to be an increasingly popular event over the years.

After attending this year’s service I can well understand the reasons for
the service’s popularity. Under the able direction of Leah (Chisvin) Bramer,
Miriam Baron, and Shelley Werner, those in attendance were treated to an
eclectic program that was quite different from any other service I have ever
attended. With a combination of songs that, while not outright prayers in
the normal sense of the word (and which were often sung to the tunes of
well-known pop songs); some clever skits (Skits? On Rosh Hashanah?
What would traditionalists say, I wondered, as I sat there in wonderment.);
and a lot of ad libbing by the three women who led the service, this was
one service that not only engaged everyone who was present, it had a
youthful exuberance to it that is sadly lacking even from services that
attempt to be more relevant.

What I also wondered while I sat there is whether that same enthusiastic
energy I witnessed at Massad that day couldn’t be repeated more than once
a year. It might be worth it to try. 
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Short takes



By MYRON LOVE
While the news out of much of the Muslim world is largely about oppres-

sion, death and destruction (see Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Lebanon, Egypt, Libya,
Iran, Turkey, the Saudis and the Gulf States and the Palestinian Authority and
Hamas-ruled Gaza), Israelis work to make the world a better place for all.

And, as Jews around the world this week celebrate Sukkoth – which is
also a harvest festival, it is worth noting that Israeli agricultural technolo-
gy is feeding the world.

In a post written last May by blogger Michael Ordman on the Jerusalem
Post website, the writer notes that “Israel’s agricultural technology is
bringing prosperity to those nations willing to recognize the true benevo-
lent nature of the Jewish State. “

He noted, for example, that in late April, 35,000 (including 200 Gaza
farmers) attended Agritech 2015 in Tel Aviv, where Israel’s Netafim
installed the biggest agricultural wall in Israel. Netafim’s drip-irrigation
technology, Ordman reported, is currently growing crops that feed over a
billion people.

Also on display at AgriTech, he pointed out, was a new technique devel-
oped by Hebrew University researchers that extends the life of vegetables
for weeks without refrigeration. 

“One prominent visitor to Agritech,” Ordman wrote, “was Devendra

Fadnavis, Chief Minister of India’s Maharashtra state. Mahasashtra is the
second most populous sub-national entity in the world, with Mumbai as its
capital. Fadnavis sees Israel’s agriculture technology as key to stemming
the appalling suicide rate, due to poverty, of farmers in Maharashtra. 

“India is also working with Israeli companies to import Israeli grafting
technology in order to improve crop yields and pest resistance whilst
reducing water usage and the indiscriminate use of fertilizers.”

In parallel to AgriTech, Ordman added, AgriVest 2015 at the Weizmann
Institute of Science in Rehovot showcased the top Israeli agri-tech startups.
It featured a competition, won by Israel’s DouxMatok for its development
of sweeter sugar, that reduces the amount of sugar required in foods.

Israel has a long history of working to improve agricultural output in
Africa. To that end, Ordman reported, Israeli startup Platfarm is running a
pilot in Zimbabwe of its platform for farmers in developing countries to
improve their production and delivery to buyers.

He also noted that Tanzania is looking to Israeli scientific and technolog-
ical innovations for the economic development of the country.

And, Israeli fish farming expert LivinGreen has an educational project in
Ghana, building fish farms from local materials. LivinGreen also partici-
pated in projects in Ethiopia and China.

New technology that Ordman identified as currently being tested in Israel
include Israeli fruit exporter Eshet Eilon using spectral imaging to check
each piece of fruit prior to export - at a rate of five tons an hour - and rejects
anything that contains disease or fungus. As well, Israel’s Pointer Software
Systems has developed Pickapp, which provides farm managers with real-
time tracking of the progress of harvesting and the quality of the produce
harvested. 

“Israeli companies are already heavily involved in futuristic agricultural
innovations,” Ordman noted. “For example, Melodea and Valentis demon-
strated their technology at Imaginenano 2015 in Bilbau Spain, Europe’s
largest nanotechnology conference. Both are using cellulose nanocrystals
to make a variety of groundbreaking products out of plant-derived waste. 

“And Israel’s White Innovations are just one year away from launching
the Genie – a 3D printer that “prints” nutritious cooked meals.”

Despite the darkness all around it, Israel has become once again the
Biblical land of milk and honey and, for the sake of not only the Jewish
People for also all of humanity, may Israel continue to remain strong and
prosper.
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Comment

Response to Joanne Seiff’s criticism 
of Rady JCC day camps

In the September 2, 2015 edition, Joanne Seiff wrote an article entitled
“Using summer camp to build Jewish identity”. At the core of her article
is an important question. What is a Jewish experience? At the Rady JCC,
we recognize the importance of creating a Jewish experience, not just in
the books we read or the music we play, but in everything we do. Our
approach recognizes that there are many ways in which people today par-
ticipate in Jewish life. For some this means participating in Jewish arts
and culture, for others it involves participation in Jewish traditions and
holidays. Others find their expression of Jewish identify by celebrating
Israel while for others a Jewish experience means being in an atmosphere
where being Jewish simply feels accepted and comfortable. 

In addition to the content and the atmosphere, we also try to create
Jewish experiences through the way in which we express our Jewish val-
ues. This may be more subtle, but it is equally important. This happens
every time we provide a campership or scholarship to someone in need.
It happens every time we welcome a newcomer to our programs and
camp. It even happens when we make a program work for a busy family
- sometimes, adjusting schedules to accommodate nap times.

Our day camp provides many wonderful experiences for children –
including participating in Jewish Life through Shabbat, stories, crafts and
Tzedakah. It also provides a Jewish experience for the many young peo-
ple who volunteer or work as part of the camp staff and who deserve
much praise for the wonderful job they do. We welcome all children and
families regardless of how secular or religious they are and work hard to
ensure that all who attend our day camp experience the warmth and val-
ues that define us as Jews. 

Hearing from all those who experience the JCC, including our day
camp, is very important. We survey families after each camp and are very
proud that we have achieved a satisfaction rate of 97%. That is not to say
we are perfect. We welcome feedback of all kinds – including Ms. Seiff’s
– in an ongoing effort to make sure our programs and services are meet-
ing the community need. Our strength will always come from upholding
our values and in this case being a “big tent” where all - and all views -
are welcome.
Gayle Waxman
Executive Director, Rady JCC

LETTER

Israel agri-tech feeding the world

We are Seniors
Recently I read an article from The

Insurance and Investment Journal, titled
“Charitable Giving can become an important
pillar of a Financial Plan.” “Increased Public
Opinion held by many people that they have a
responsibility to contribute to the society, in
which they live.”

Many seniors who are  empty nesters now
have n a great opportunity to take advantage

of our present income tax laws to benefit their favorite charities. The
stock market has been good to seniors who were prepared to take risks
following the stock market correction of 2008. A gift of shares that  have
appreciated in value can be gifted to a registered charity. The capital gain
on the shares is non taxable and you are given a charitable donation
receipt for the full value of the shares.

My work as a life insurance agent brought me in contact with a num-
ber of widows

I noticed that some of them kept substantial amounts of money in bank
accounts earning little or no interest on their money. I received a number
of different explanations for this, such as:

• “I’ll need it for emergency purposes.” How much is really necessary
for this purpose? We have universal health care (unlike the U.S.) and a
small additional policy could cover other health care benefits, including
dental and pharmaceutical.

• “I can’t put my money at risk; I prefer G.I.C’s (Guaranteed Interest
Certificates).” If you tie up your money for five years the interest rate
after taxes hardly keeps up with the current rate of inflation. As an alter-
native, a recent listing for shares of the Royal Bank of Canada showed a
share price of $71.36 per share. The yield at this price was 4.43%. This
could be further enhanced by the Dividend Tax Credit!

Furthermore, RBC gas a history of increasing its dividends. What an
inflation hedge! Is there a risk? Certainly. If The Royal Bank went bank-
rupt, you could lose all your money! This is part of the “risk reward”
ratio. Speak to your financial advisor for further advice.

• “I need the money for my kids,” There was a time, about 70 years
ago, when children looked after their parents. Some aging parents actu-
ally lived with their children!

You didn’t buy on credit; you bought only what you needed and could
afford. My, how that has changed with the current generation. Today,
there are some parents that are still looking after their adult children,with
financial handouts. Some have moved back in with their parents! How
much help is enough?

Now that the children have left the house this could be time for a well-
deserved vacation for some parents. How many of today’s children are dig-
ging deep into their pockets to provide a well-earned vacation for their own
parents?

Another item I would like to address is  the deferred tax liability and
how to handle it. I am referring to  capital gains tax that  is deferred until
the death of the second spouse. “Second to die life insurance” can be an
economical answer. Ask your life insurance broker for details. 

Enough of the serious stuff!
Then there was the story about the two elderly Jewish couples at a

Pioneer Women’s Annual Dinner. One of the ladies decided to be a
streaker. One of the men remarks to the other: “Is that your Sarah wear-
ing the pink gown?” The other says: “I don’t know what dress she’s
wearing, but it certainly needs pressing!” 

By

HARRY WARREN



New Winnipeg Humane Society CEO finds working for
non-profits to be humbling experience 
In addition to always

having had pets as a kid
while growing up in his
native Argentina, Javier
Schwersensky has fond
memories of spending
summers on the farm at
one of the Jewish farm
colonies in the State of
Entre Rios in northeast-

ern Argentina.
“We used to get and milk the cows every

morning at 6:00 A.M.,” he recalls. “Then we
would wait an hour for the cream to separate,
then take some of the milk for our cereal. 

“I have always had a soft spot for animals.”

As a result of those experiences growing up, it
was easy for Schwersensky to adjust to his new
role as the CEO of the Winnipeg Humane

Society. 
He was appointed to

the position in early
June - after nine years
working for the
Manitoba Museum,
where he served ini-
tially as the director of
marketing, sales and
programs and was
most recently deputy
executive officer.

Schwersensky has
been in Winnipeg for
14 years. 

He says that he was
already planning to
come to Canada when
the original Jewish
Federation of
Winnipeg mission to
Argentina landed. 

“I met the Winnipeg
representatives and
they made a com-
pelling argument for coming to Winnipeg
instead of Toronto,” he recalls. “I had a good job
teaching at the University of Buenos Aires and
working as a consultant – but I wasn’t happy
with political conditions in Argentina. I felt that
I would have a better future in Canada.”

Schwersensky’s training in Argentina was in
communications, public relations and marketing
with degrees from the University of Buenos
Aires and the University of Business Studies and
Social Sciences. 

His first job in Winnipeg was working for
McKim Communications, followed by five
years with Pollard Banknote Co.

“I was part of Pollard’s international market-

ing team,” he says. “It was a great job, but after
a while, you get tired of constant traveling.”

He says that he found the transition from
working in business to working for non-profits
to be a humbling experience. “Working for a
non-profit,” he observes, “you become a steward
of other people’s money. You become responsi-
ble for making sure that the values and mission
of the organization are being upheld. It has been
quite rewarding.”

The difference between working at the muse-
um and heading the Humane Society, he notes, is
that staff and supporters of the Humane Society
have a stronger and much more emotional com-
mitment to the organization.

Schwersensky has begun his tenure at the
WHS at an exciting time in the organization’s
ongoing development. He reports that pet own-
ership is at an all-time high in Winnipeg. As
well, the WHS on September 28 opened the
brand new Joyce Gauthier Behaviour and
Training Centre to provide training for dogs in
WHS care to better prepare them for adoption.

The new centre was funded entirely by a dona-
tion of $1 million by well-known Winnipeg Auto
dealer Jim Gauthier in memory of his late wife,
Joyce, who passed away two years ago. 

“Eighty percent of our funding comes from
public donations,” Schwersensky reports. “We
greatly appreciate the support of Jim Gauthier.
Thanks to his donation, we were able to build
the new Joyce Gauthier wing on time and on
budget.”

Schwersensky oversees a staff of 65 working
out of the second largest animal shelter in
Canada. 

The WHS building (behind the Chamois car
wash off Waverley) has a first-class veterinary
clinic with three vets on staff as well as educa-
tion and training programs.

“We will do whatever it takes to prepare cats
and dogs for adoption,” Schwersensky says.

He notes that the WHS’s Bow Wow Ball will
be coming up Saturday, November 14. The goal
this year is to raise $150,000. 

He further reports that the organization is
about to begin work on developing a strategic
plan for the next three years. 

(For further information about donating to the
WHS, go to winnpeghumanesociety.ca).
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Social Notes

Mrs. (L.) Elaine Paul

To my Children, Grandchildren and
great-grandchildren, Family & Friends
May the Year ahead be blessed with

Peace, Good Health & Happiness

307E-1780 Grant Ave.                Winnipeg

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Javier Schwersensky: “We will do whatever it takes to prepare cats
and dogs for adoption.”
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“Eighty percent of our funding
comes from public donations,”

Schwersensky reports. “We
greatly appreciate the support of

Jim Gauthier. Thanks to his
donation, we were able to build
the new Joyce Gauthier wing on

time and on budget.”



Reproducing: Hannah and Jewish fertility issues
The Haftorah portion for

Rosh Hashanah features
Hannah. (Samuel 1:1-2:10)
I’ve been immersed in this
haftorah for over 20 years.
Every fall, I’m still over-
come by emotion when I
read it. There are lots of
things to consider in this

Haftorah; but two big ones are the topic of individual
prayer and infertility.

First, Hannah prayed. Historically, Jews made ani-
mal sacrifices at that time; that’s what Hannah’s hus-
band was there to do at Shiloh. Yet Hannah felt des-
perate about being barren, and prayed from her heart
to conceive a child. The priest accused her of being
drunk, but in fact, her extemporaneous prayer was
something new and innovative for Judaism. Her pain
caused her to cry out…and as a result, she had
Samuel. What does the name Samuel mean? “G-d
heard”.

For those who aren’t much into prayer, Hannah’s cry
for help may not sound interesting, but for a Jewish feminist, it’s a great
step. Hannah prayed, and G-d heard, and it shows a woman not as an object
or one of a man’s partners, but as an individual with agency in the Bible,
even if it is about a biological function – fertility.

While fertility isn’t a specifically Jewish issue, it is highly relevant. We
know today that both partners can struggle with it. Before my husband and
I had children, it never failed to surprise us how often we confronted the
topic. Go to a new synagogue and the first question a stranger might ask is,
“Do you have children?” Go to a shul where you’re a member and an
acquaintance might step up and ask something that is none of his busi-
ness… “So, Nu? When are you having kids?”

There is an enormous pressure to have children if you’re Jewish. It’s right
there in the V’ahavta (and you shall teach them to your children). If you’re
from a family affected by the Holocaust, some feel that we must replace
those we lost. Having children and passing on Jewish heritage is a central
part of the Jewish conversation for many.

For those who cannot conceive, Hannah’s pain is piercing. There may be
times when it seems too hard to hear this Haftorah. While medical tech-
nology has made leaps in helping couples conceive, it’s not a perfect sci-
ence. There’s a lot of luck involved. What’s more? There’s a lot of expense.

Unless you’ve gone through this or are close to someone who has, you
may have no idea of how difficult the physical, emotional and financial
effects of infertility can be. While the numbers change, the cost of a single
in-vitro fertilization cycle can be around $10,000, and this doesn’t include
all the medications and medical tests. It can take couples multiple cycles to
conceive. Many people don’t have $50,000 sitting around. Plus, these are
invasive procedures, and there are serious risks for women to undertake

this. Oh, and by the way? It might
not work.

On the upside, Canadian fertility
treatments are often less expensive
than in the United States. From
anecdotal evidence, it costs two to
three times more for some of the
same procedures and medications
in the US.

For those who can’t get pregnant
through medical procedures, many
attempt to adopt instead. The diffi-
culties with adoption are enormous
– and perhaps too varied to be sum-
marize here. Adoption is also a
high cost procedure, perhaps cost-
ing many thousands of dollars, par-
ticularly if one is attempting an
international or private adoption. In
the United States, some of the pri-
vate Christian agencies won’t hesi-
tate to tell a Jewish couple that they

“only adopt to nice Christian homes.” Building a family through adoption
is not a sure thing. It can be very hard to adopt, even though there are many
children in need of homes.

There are some bright spots. There are some very good online support
groups for Jewish couples facing infertility and adoption. Another is that
there are organizations in place that may be able to offer financial assis-
tance to help fund expensive fertility treatments. Further, there are occa-
sionally enlightened people who may reach out at synagogue or elsewhere
to Jewish couples – and value people for their presence alone, rather than
for their reproductive potential.

The thing is, not everyone manages to have children…and for some, it’s
a very long, hard journey to conceive, maintain a healthy pregnancy, and
give birth. So, the next time you meet someone new at a Jewish function,
consider carefully what you ask. Remember Hannah’s pain. Not everyone
can afford the costs of adoption or manage the physical trauma of infertil-
ity treatment.

How about asking “How are you?” and “What do you do for a living?”
or “What’s your favorite holiday?” or “How are you enjoying the weath-
er?” before asking about their kids. If they want to tell you, they will. After
you go home, if you want to do a real mitzvah, consider making a donation
to support a fertility treatment fund or support group…cause that might
result in more Jewish children than asking someone like Hannah why she
doesn’t have kids yet.

Joanne Seiff is the author of two books and the mother of twin preschool-
ers. She works as a freelance writer, editor, designer and educator. See
more of her work on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com. 
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By

JOANNE SEIFF

whether they wanted to run particular
memoriams, while there were some
memoriams (or “yahrzeits”, as they’re
known in Yiddish), there were not near-
ly as many as there are nowadays. While
some may consider it somewhat quaint
to run memoriams, I consider it a beau-
tiful example of how a newspaper can
serve a function that can never be emu-
lated digitally. A memoriam is a sort of
cord between the past and the present
and it also serves as a reminder how
close-knit this community once was, if no longer quite as much, as so
many of our readers recognize long-lost friends and relatives on a bi-
weekly basis.

But, it was Tove’s amazing empathy that endeared her to so many read-
ers – especially when it came to talking with individuals about running
memoriams – or renewing their subscriptions (or “prescriptions” as so
many readers often say in mistake). Tove told me not long ago that, for
many women especially, that conversation about placing a memoriam –
either for the first time or for the umpteenth time, led to an outpouring of
tears. Tove was always able to console an individual and so many readers
would tell me how much they loved speaking with “the girl”, as she was
commonly referred to.

At the same time, Tove was amazingly well organized. Was a reader
going away for the winter? Tove kept careful track of “snowbirds”, as well

as all the other innumerable
tasks that go into the running
of a newspaper. Now that she’s
gone, we’re going to have to
try and do the same, but we
know it’s not going to be easy.

And talk about dedication…I
would say to Tove, when
things were quiet: “Why don’t
you just knock off early? We’ll
put the phone on call forward-
ing and I’ll take any calls on
my cell phone.” Invariably
Tove would say that she had
other work to take care of and
would insist on staying until 5.

It’s sad to say farewell to someone who was not only a colleague (and I
can hardly think of Tove as an “employee”), but who was a friend and con-
fidante. Just to reassure you that things will continue to run smoothly
though, we’ve moved another long-time employee, Diana Vincent, whose
calm and soft voice is also very familiar to many callers, into Tove’s posi-
tion – as well as handling her own regular responsibilities as production
assistant.

I’ll also be stepping up my own responsibilities in an effort to maintain
some sort of continuity for anyone who has dealings with the paper, but I
have to admit that it just won’t be the same without Tove here. We’ll all
miss her ever-cheerful personality, her infinite patience and dedication,
and her ability to keep so many balls juggling at the same time. Good luck
in your well-deserved retirement, Tove. You’ve earned it and will be irre-
placeable in so many respects.

Farewell to Tove
Continued from page 1.

The team behind The Jewish Post & News gathered at Bermax
Caffé for a farewell lunch for office manager Tove Silver

(l-r): Bernie Bellan; Robbie Mazo - sales representative; Tove Silver,
and Diana Vincent, production assistant and now the new office
manager

Hannah presenting her son Samuel to the priest
Gerbrand van den Eeckhout c 1665



campaign team had in mind.
Instead I decided to formulate three
questions, two of which I knew
Harper would never want to

answer. 

The Questions
Here are the questions that I sent to Alexis: 
“1. Economist Joseph Stiglitz says that ‘there is a long-standing, strong

argument for what is called a balanced budget multiplier - if the govern-
ment increases taxes at the very top and increases spending on infrastruc-
ture, education, technology, it stimulates the economy. Over the long term
that reduces the deficit because higher growth means more revenue...There
isn’t any body of research that supports the Harper (government) view.’
What evidence is there that balancing the budget during a downturn period
in the economy will help to boost the economy?

“2. The Conservative government alienated many voters who might have
voted Conservative in the past by doing such things as cutting funding for

the Experimental Lakes Area and eliminating the long-form census. Even
owners of small businesses decried the elimination of the long-form cen-
sus. Would you consider bringing back the long-form census if you were to
form government again?

“3. The power of the PMO has continued to grow exponentially during
your tenure as Prime Minister. Your obsession with controlling the message
has put extreme limits on reporters’ abilities to obtain information. Now
that you’re in trouble in current Conservative-held constituencies, a
reporter from a small newspaper such as mine is asked to meet with you.
That would never occur under any other circumstance. Is that not an indi-
cation that you are conceding that you’re in trouble electorally?”

Alexis wrote back, asking if it would be all right if my first question were
to be shortened to: “What evidence is there that balancing the budget dur-
ing a downturn period in the economy will help to boost the economy?”

What was I going to say: “No, if I can’t ask my question in full then I
don’t want to ask it at all?” I knew what this was all about, but I figured
that asking even an edited question was better than not asking any question
at all. Further, I didn’t understand what the format was going to be. I
expected there to be a huge number of representatives of various ethnic
media, each of whom would probably have a particular agenda, and who
knew whether I was even going to be allowed to ask the question myself?
I expected that the question would be read out by someone else and Harper
would launch into a well-rehearsed speech that might or might not even
refer to my question.

I also told Alexis that I was going to show up late for the media session.
I had no interest in attending the photo op that she said would take place
before whatever media session this was going to be, especially since she
said I would have to be there by 8:15 am. 

Meeting day
So, I rode my bike to Bison Transport at around 10:30 on Tuesday,

expecting to be met by a phalanx of security. Instead there was one young
guy, nicely dressed, who asked me who I was. I said that I had an invita-
tion to attend a media session with the PM and, without even asking me to
produce any I.D., he said: “Go right in”.

I entered what appeared to be a vast warehouse as a throng of
Conservative supporters who were presumably there to serve as a backdrop
for another Conservative photo-op was making its way out. After waiting
about 20 minutes, I, along with three other individuals, was asked to follow
someone to another part of the warehouse. (I remarked to someone along
the way that I felt like I was in the final scene of “Raiders of the Lost Ark”,
when the ark ends up being put into a giant warehouse. I said that it would
be neat if we found the lost ark in this warehouse, as it would play nicely
with the Conservatives’ large religious base.)

In short order, we were shown a table that had four microphones on it.
What were we being set up for, I wondered?

A young woman introduced herself as an assistant to the P.M., and told
us that we were going to sit down at this table with the Prime Minister, then

be allowed to ask our questions. There
weren’t many other people there – just a
few youngish-looking, earnest young
men and women.

“Nice to meet you Jim” 
In walked the Prime Minister, accom-

panied by Joyce Bateman, the
Conservative candidate in Winnipeg
South Centre (who was elected MP in
2011). The young woman who invited us
to sit down, asked me my name.

I replied: “Jim Carr.” She said “Nice to
meet you Jim.” At that point Joyce
Bateman, who was apparently standing
behind me, put her hands around my
neck, and said: “This isn’t Jim Carr. Jim
Carr is my Liberal opponent. This guy is
such a kidder. His name is Bernie Bellan
and he’s the publisher of The Jewish Post
& News.”

(Too bad Joyce exposed me. I would
have liked to see Harper’s reaction if that
young woman would have introduced me
as “Jim Carr”. Does Harper know who
Jim Carr is? I’m sure he does. Would he
have laughed? I’ll never know.)

At that point, I was asked to voice the
first question. I thought: “Why should I
just read out the shortened form of the
question that I had sent to Alexis? The
atmosphere seemed so relaxed and
Harper seemed to be in a good mood.
Why not refer to Joseph Stiglitz, who is,

Stephen Harper
Continued from page 1.
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Gwen Secter Centre hosts 
election forum in 

Kildonan St. Paul Riding
On Thursday October 1, 2015 between 6:30 and 8:30 pm the

Gwen Secter Centre will host a community candidates’ forum in antic-
ipation of the October 19 federal election.

The Centre at 1588 Main Street is a seniors’ activity centre in addi-
tion to serving as a dynamic community centre for the north end of
Winnipeg.

The format for this forum will be as follows:
All candidates will be given three minutes for opening remarks and

then written questions from the audience will be received and read
out.

Candidates have two minutes to respond to the questions posed to
them.

At the end of the evening, all candidates will be given three minutes
for closing remarks/wrap up.

The forum will be conducted by moderator Bernie Bellan and ques-
tions screener/time keeper who are volunteers at the Gwen Secter
Centre.

Issues related to seniors will be the focus of the evening. 
Invited to participate are: Jim Bell Conservative), Maryanne

Mihychuk (Liberal), Suzanne Hrynyk (NDP) and Steven Stairs (GRN)
For more information please call Marilyn Regiec at 339-1701

Continued on next page.



by the
way, a

Nobel Prize-winner in economics, and put my
question in a broader context than what Alexis
had asked me to do? 

So, I asked the Prime Minister whether he had
read Stiglitz’s recent interview in Maclean’s
Magazine. He replied that he hadn’t. I explained
that Stiglitz had argued that obsessing about bal-
anced budgets during a period of economic
downturn is exactly the wrong thing to do, and
asked the question that Alexis had told me I
could ask.

Harper launched into a three and a half minute
defense of his determination to balance the bud-
get, voicing the talking points that we’ve come
to hear so often during the course of this cam-
paign. I would have loved to engage him in
debate – and, given his clear mastery of eco-
nomics, no doubt he would have been totally at
ease in answering me – but I was well aware that
this wasn’t going to happen.

So, what happened?
At this point, if you’ve read this far, you might

well be wondering: “Isn’t Bellan going to quote
at least part of what Harper had to say in
response to his question?”

The answer is “No”. If it’s not clear by now
that I wasn’t interested in serving as a prop for
whatever it was that Harper’s organizers had in
mind by inviting me to this quite unusual media
session, well, I’ll state it in clear and succinct
terms: I had no desire to be used by Harper – nor,
for that matter, did I let myself be used by Justin
Trudeau when I was invited to attend a similar
event last spring – although in that case there
were a lot more representatives of other ethnic
media, all of whom asked very boring questions,
to which Trudeau responded in well-rehearsed
answers that also bored me to no end.

The one time I was able to engage in any sort
of a meaningful question and answer session
with a leading politician was when I was allowed
to sit down with then-Liberal leader Michael
Ignatieff, who was confident enough to engage
in a real interview, not some sort of prolonged
staged event.

Someone else did ask Harper about his posi-
tions on fighting terrorism and ISIS. No doubt
Conservative supporters reading this are going to
be disappointed that I’m not going to quote from
the answer he gave to that question any more
than I’m going to quote from his answer about
running deficits. Interestingly, once the question
and answer session was concluded, Harper
called me and the other Jewish media represen-
tative over and said that he wanted to add some-
thing about Canada’s support for Israel. 

Would you be surprised if I told you that
Harper reaffirmed his support for Israel as the
only democracy in the Middle East? Let’s be
honest: The Conservatives have earned a strong
surge of support among many Canadian Jews for
their unwavering support for what I would
describe as Binyamin Netanyahu’s Israel. (If
you’re familiar with my repeated criticism of
Netanyahu in this paper, you’d know that I’m
not exactly enamoured of the direction in which
he’s taken that country.)

Picture time
At that point it was time for pictures – and I

wasn’t going to begrudge Joyce Bateman her
opportunity to have a picture taken with Harper
– and me. Hey, I even thought it would give me
some cred with Harper supporters if I posed for
a picture with him and Joyce. I’d done that sev-
eral times with Justin Trudeau – and put those
pictures on The Jewish Post & News Facebook
page, as well as on the front page of this paper,
so why not with Harper, too, I thought.

(I did put a picture up on Facebook of me with

Harper and Bateman and did get some angry
responses from critics of Harper, asking me
whether I was now a Harper supporter. I replied
that I keep my voting preferences confidential.)
Actually, I consider myself an “equal opportuni-
ty offender”. There aren’t any politicians that I
would treat with great deference. 

One final note: I had handed my iPhone to a
young guy by the name of Matthew, asking him
to take the picture with Harper, Bateman, and
me. For some reason Matthew couldn’t get the
iPhone to take a picture. I grabbed it from him,
tested it myself – saw that it was working fine,
handed my iPhone to the young woman whom I
had told I was Jim Carr, asked her to take the pic-
ture, and said to Matthew: “Matthew, you’re just
not ready!”

Continued from previous page.
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National Council of Jewish Women Winnipeg
Section celebrates 90 years of community activism
At the end of the 19th century, Canada was

barely 30 years old and the population had not
yet reached the 5 million mark. There were
some 12,000 Canadians of Jewish origins.
About 6,000 lived in Montreal and 3,000 in
Toronto. The others lived in smaller commu-
nities across Canada. In 1897 Toronto estab-
lished the first section of National Council of
Jewish Women. This occurred only four years
after the parent organization was formed in
Chicago in 1893.

In 1925 a group of 75 enthusiastic and ded-
icated women met at the Royal Alexandra
Hotel with a NCJW American representative.
This meeting, which marked the founding of
the Winnipeg Section, elected Mrs. S. Hart
Green its president.

The first Winnipeg Section was initiated to
help the great number of immigrants who
came to live in Winnipeg. Classes in English
and Citizenship were offered. The classes
were organized by Council volunteers. These
volunteers served as teachers and became the
pupils’ confidantes and friends. They helped
new immigrants adjust to their new homeland.
The Council also organized the systematic
distribution of new and used clothing to the
poor through a central clothes bureau. Another
of its early programs was the provision of sur-
gical supplies and fittings for hospital
patients, free of charge, for those who were
unable to pay. 

Over the years Council has expanded its
activities to encompass a wide range of ser-
vices that have benefitted the Jewish and

broader community. These have included ser-
vices for seniors such as the establishment of
the Golden Age Club and later the Gwen
Secter Creative Living Centre, financial aid to
students in need, the creation of a library at
Camp Shilo, assistance in the settlement of
Holocaust orphans, programs promoting
women’s reproductive rights, fundraising for
Jewish camps and schools, family counselling
services, mental health education, and devel-
oping teaching and learning tools for Jewish
and non – Jewish students, etc. In offering
these and other services the Council’s impact
on the quality of life of the city of Winnipeg
and province of Manitoba has been ines-
timable. In the history and contemporary real-
ity of Winnipeg’s Jewish community life
Council has injected its own sense of what
constitutes a Jewish identity shaped and
defined by the exigencies and realities of sec-
ular and modern trends while providing a
forum for Jewish women to fulfill their intel-
lectual and emotional needs and to serve the
common good.

A celebration of the 90 years of the National
Council of Jewish Women Winnipeg Section
in recognition of its lofty ideals, community
spirit and vitality and the sheer breadth and
range of its initiatives will take place
Thursday, October 15, 7:00pm in the Adult
Lounge of the Asper Jewish Community
Campus. The official program will be fol-
lowed by the viewing of an exhibit on the his-
tory and significance of the Council. A recep-
tion will follow.



By BEN SALES
TEL AVIV (JTA) – For Israelis, the Ten Days of Repentance from Rosh

Hashanah to Yom Kippur have turned into days of violence. Unrest has
swelled in Jerusalem following an Israeli ban on a protest group at the
Temple Mount, the holy site known to Muslims as the Haram al-Sharif. The
clashes have left one Israeli dead and dozens of Israelis and Palestinians
injured.

The clashes have been matched by a war of words, with Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu declaring “war” on Palestinian stone throw-
ers and Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas vowing that Jews
will not be allowed to “dirty” the Temple Mount.

Here’s how the clashes started, what’s driving the violence and how Israel,
the Palestinians and the world are responding.

Unrest followed Israel’s barring of a violent Palestinian group from the
Temple Mount.

Clashes at the Temple Mount are nothing new, particularly around the
Jewish High Holidays. The latest round broke out following Israel’s deci-
sion on Sept. 9 to bar an Islamist protest group from entering the site. Israel
said the group, known as the Murabitat, and its corresponding men’s faction
have been yelling at Jewish visitors and throwing stones at them.

“The aforesaid organizations strive to undermine Israeli sovereignty on
the Temple Mount, change the existing reality and arrangements at the site
and infringe on freedom of worship,” said the Israeli statement announcing
the ban.

Omar Kiswani, who directs the Al-Aqsa mosque on the mount, told the
Guardian that Israel should not have the authority to restrict Muslims from
entering the site.

“We call upon all Muslims to be present in Al-Aqsa,” he said. “It is the
home of all Muslims and their presence in this place would intensify their
connection to this place.”

Clashes between Israeli police and Palestinian protesters followed, lead-
ing to multiple injures and one death.

Three days later, Israeli police raided the mount on the eve of the Jewish
New Year, uncovering a stockpile of pipe bombs, firebombs and rocks that
they feared would be aimed at Jewish worshippers. That night, a Jewish-
Israeli, Alexander Levlovich, 64, was attacked by Palestinian protesters in

the eastern Jerusalem neighborhood of Armon Hanatziv. They pelted his car
with rocks, causing Levlovich to lose control of the vehicle and smash into
a pole. He died the following morning.

Clashes between Israeli police and Palestinian protesters continued the
following day, with two Israelis injured. On Tuesday, the third day of riot-
ing, 26 Palestinians and five Israeli police officers were lightly wounded at
the Temple Mount, according to Reuters. 

On Sept. 18, police barred Muslim men under 40 from the mount in antic-
ipation of unrest following Friday prayers. Some 200 Palestinians protested
the move at the Damascus Gate to Jerusalem’s Old City and near the site
where Levlovich was killed. Overall, according to Haaretz, three Israeli
policemen and 21 Palestinians were injured in the Friday clashes.

Israel Police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld said that since Friday, an
increased police presence in eastern Jerusalem has tamped down the vio-
lence.

Neither side is happy about restrictions on the Temple Mount.
Controversy over who can do what at the holy site has been festering for

decades. Although Israel has overall control of the area, a joint Jordanian-
Palestinian Islamic religious body called the Waqf governs it.

Under current regulations, Muslims may visit and pray on the mount.
Jews may also visit during limited hours, but are prohibited from praying or
doing a range of things – kneeling, bowing, even crying – that resemble
worship. 

Jewish activists have called for greater access, but the Israeli government
has resisted the call so as not to upset the delicate balance at the site. Some
Muslims are also unhappy, claiming that Israel should not be permitted to
control access to the Temple Mount.

“Israel will not be allowed to continue its steps,” Abbas said, according to
reports. “The Al-Aqsa mosque is ours. They have no right to dirty it with
their filthy feet. We will not allow them to do that.”

Jews make up a small minority of visitors to the Temple Mount. Just
12,000 Jews visit per year, compared to 3 million to 4 million Muslims.

Israel has upped its police presence and increased penalties for stone
throwers.

Israel has stepped up its rhetoric and police presence to combat the unrest.
Israel added 800 officers to its Old City contingent, bringing the total num-
ber of police there to 3,500, according to Rosenfeld.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu also declared “war” on stone
throwers this week. Netanyahu is pushing through a new law that would
allow police to fire more quickly on Palestinian stone throwers, as well as
increase the stone throwers’ prison sentences and fines.

“We attest to the fact that we decided to change the policy and declare war
on those who throw stones and firebombs, shoot and riot,” Netanyahu said
Thursday. “In the State of Israel, people do not throw firebombs, or shoot at
trains, or throw stones at will. Those who do so will pay a very heavy price.”

World leaders urge restraint.
On Monday, the U.S. State Department called on all sides to “refrain from

provocative actions and rhetoric.” The United Nations Security Council
used similar language in a statement Thursday, adding that “Muslim wor-
shippers at the Haram Al-Sharif must be allowed to worship in peace, free
from violence, threats and provocations.”

Neither statement explicitly cast blame on either Israelis or Palestinians
for the clashes. But Jordan’s King Abdullah II criticized Israel’s actions,
saying Monday that “any more provocation in Jerusalem will affect the rela-
tionship between Jordan and Israel,” according to the French news agency
AFP.

Israel insists that it is committed to maintaining the status quo. Its actions,
Netanyahu said, have come only to prevent violence at the site.

“Israel will maintain the status quo,” Netanyahu told his Cabinet on
Sunday. “We have no plans to change them, but we also have no intention
of allowing anyone to cause the deterioration of the arrangements on the
Temple Mount by resorting to explosive and widespread violence.” 
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Violence has spiked in Jerusalem – here’s why

Palestinians throwing rocks at Israeli police during clashes in eastern
Jerusalem, Sept. 18, 2015. (Hadas Parush/Flash90)

Israel news
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Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University
Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Sefardi culture was neglected in Israel for many years due to political and ideological reasons.

Western European culture in Hebrew was in control and other diaspora oriented cultures were
silenced. On the pages of the Israeli press, I read about the rehabilitation of Sefardi literature and
culture. Its is about time. Yet, I wish the time for a more serious interest in Yiddish culture will
arrive. Maybe when the Messiah will come. Gmar khsime toyve un a gut yor!

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Montreal Jewish federation pulls, apologizes
for article with Jewish stereotypes

MONTREAL (JTA) – Montreal’s main Jewish
federation has apologized for posting an article con-
taining Jewish stereotypes on a non-Jewish website. 

Federation CJA pulled its supposedly tongue-in-
cheek article – “10 Realities of Having a Jewish Best
Friend in Montreal” – from the MTLBlog, a com-
mercial website for young people, several days after
receiving complaints from members of the Jewish
community. The post ran from about Sept. 1 to 4. 

Among the benefits cited in having Jewish best
friends were that they are “well-connected,” enjoy
“lounging around” Florida in winter, love gossip, and
are “natural-born talkers” who can help expedite
medical appointments and reservations at good
restaurants. It concluded with a pitch for a donation to
the Combined Jewish Appeal. 

“Initial analytics showed this to be a very popular
post with high engagement,” Federation CJA told the
Canadian Jewish News. “However, the few negative
comments were troubling to us. Therefore, it was our
decision to pull the article and our branding.” 

An open letter to the federation signed by 55 “pri-
marily young Montreal Jews” said the article “per-
petuated a stale, unfunny, uninspired and sad stereo-
type of what it is apparently like to be an upper-mid-
dle class Jew.” The letter writers said the fact that
Federation CJA would sponsor an article “reinforcing
dangerous stereotypes about Jewish wealth, influence
and character traits is quite distressing and damag-
ing.” 

Ann Coulter accuses GOP candidates
of pandering to ‘f–ing Jews’

WASHINGTON (JTA) – In a series of tweets
during the Republican presidential debate
Wednesday night, conservative political pundit Ann
Coulter slammed the candidates for pandering to
“f–ing Jews.” 

Her most profane tweet read: 
How many f–ing Jews do these people think there

are in the United States?
– Ann Coulter (@AnnCoulter) September 17, 2015 
Coulter posted the tweets during the final minutes

of the three-hour debate on Sept. 16 in Simi Valley,
California, when four of the 11 candidates mentioned
their support for Israel in their closing remarks. The
four candidates were former Arkansas Gov. Mike
Huckabee; Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, who said he
would move the United States Embassy to Jerusalem
as one of his first acts as president; Sen. Marco
Rubio, R-Fla., and New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie. 

In a follow-up tweet, Coulter said: 
Maybe it’s to suck up to the Evangelicals. – Ann

Coulter (@AnnCoulter) September 17, 2015 
Later, when Christie made his pledge, Coulter

tweeted: 
Christie also talks @ Israel in response to the ques-

tion: What will AMERICA look like after you are
president?

– Ann Coulter (@AnnCoulter) September 17, 2015 
She then tweeted: 
How to get applause from GOP donors: 1) Pledge

to start a war 2) Talk about job creators 3) Denounce
abortion 4) Cite Reagan 5) Cite Israel. – Ann Coulter
(@AnnCoulter) September 17, 2015 

The sequence of tweets drew outraged and satirical
responses: 

If that lady at the end of my bar likes my twitter
feed, there might be six million and ONE.
https://t.co/xLojB501x0

– Peter Sagal (@petersagal) September 17, 2015 
Christians United for Israel excoriated Coulter in a

news release. 
“Ann Coulter’s tweets this evening concerning

Israel were completely inappropriate,” spokesman
Ari Morgenstern said in the statement. “The U.S.-
Israel relationship is both a moral and strategic imper-
ative. There are tens of millions of Christians in this
country who stand with the Jewish state.” 

Jonathan Greenblatt, the national director of the
Anti-Defamation League, described Coulter’s
remarks as “hyperbolic and hateful.” 
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Community newsRady JCC Presents Minds in
Motion® for People Living With

Early to Mid - Stage Alzheimer’s or
Other Dementias to Enjoy With
Their Family or Care Partners

The Rady JCC is pleased to launch Minds in Motion®, a new pro-
gram, that combines physical activity, socialization and mental stimu-
lation for people living with early to mid-stage Alzheimer’s disease or
other dementias to enjoy with a family or community care partner. 

This program will run at the Rady JCC on Thursdays from October
15 – December 3 from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. In the weekly two hour ses-
sions, participants are physically active, meet and socialize with other
people living with dementia and their care partners, enjoy mentally
stimulating activities to enhance brain health and receive emotional
support. Participants may experience improved balance, mobility, flex-
ibility and alertness; increased confidence in physical and social abili-
ties; sharpened mental functioning; improved sleep habits; mutual sup-
port and the opportunity to learn from others.

Rady JCC Fitness Instructors will lead the physical activity portion
of the session and Alzheimer Society staff and volunteers will lead the
mental stimulation of the session. Participants will also enjoy a health-
ful refreshment break while socializing with other participants and
care partners.

The Rady JCC was selected as one of a handful of sites in Winnipeg
to initiate this unique program that brings participants together; half of
whom are living with Alzheimer’s or dementia; the other half are fam-
ily members or care partners. Minds in Motion® provides a thera-
peutic opportunity for people with dementia and their caregivers to
experience the benefits of active living and community inclusion. The
Minds in Motion® program brings together people with dementia and
their care partners in a way that is not influenced by illness. 

Minds in Motion® is presented in partnership with the Alzheimer
Society and is generously supported by the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba. For more information on Minds in Motion® please contact
Maria Matthews at (204) 943-6622. Registration is at the Rady JCC
(204) 477-7510 or www.radyjcc.com

“Challalicious” at the Rady JCC
Challa making was the order of the day on Sunday, Sept. 13 when culi-

nary artist Sergei Didenko demonstrated how to make delicious and eye-
catching challahs to a large crowd at the Asper Campus.

We didn't stick around to see the challahs removed from the ovens but we
haven't seen any reports of food poisoning - so Sergei must have known
what he was doing.

In the pictures above, culinary artist (also occasional dog groomer and
formerly furnace installer) Sergei Didenko demonstrates the proper
technique for making challah
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Rady JCC news

Julie Civka: “Yoga is her passion”
By MEACHELLE BELLAN
(the exercise maven)

Since I’ve been going to the Rady JCC to
exercise on a regular basis for some time (after
having been a member at other Winnipeg fit-
ness facilities, including Shapes, which I helped
to manage for years), I’ve been approached by
many Rady members asking me “Why don’t I
do a profile on this or that instructor?”

I’ve already profiled two excellent instructors
- Sharon Delbridge and Max Kretskiey, so
when another regular exercise participant at the
Rady JCC, Kalpana Mehta, approached me,
asking whether I might be interested in meeting
yoga instructor Julia Civka, I readily agreed to
attend one of Julia’s classes -especially since I
have a special interest in yoga. (My son Jordan
is a well-known yoga instructor in Winnipeg.
Many Rady members have told me that they
love the classes he teaches at Moksha Yoga. By
the way, Jordan is currently in South Africa,
studying kundalini yoga there.) 

Kalpana told me that Julia is a gifted and spir-
itual instructor. Having been in the fitness busi-
ness for over 30 years (If you can believe, it I
started with European Health Spa over 40 years
ago, if you can remember that far back.), I think
I can distinguish between a good, safe class and
the alternative. 

Attending Julia’s class was a most enjoyable experience. The class ran an
hour but it felt as though it were only a few minutes. For me that’s one of
the factors that goes into making a class an exceptional experience.
Forgetting everything except how to place a foot or hand and breathing
technique made the hour just flow for me. Some of the poses Julia demon-
strated were actually unique and made the class even more interesting. As
well, Julia corrected postures and really focused on individual participants
requiring support with their postures. As well, her choice of music was both
soothing and peaceful. 

Participants’ ages ranged between 18 and 80. By the way, it’s obvious

that Julia has quite a following given that her
class was full on a Saturday long weekend morn-
ing.

I was also very impressed when I was told that
Julia had just had a baby in April and that she was
right back to exercising a week later. I think that
I kvetched for nine months prior and after.
(Bernie tells me that I’ve never stopped.) 

Exercise and taking care of oneself are two of
the things that, for the most part, most people
seem to put on the “put off until tomorrow” list.
But, how can we help someone else if we can’t
take care of ourselves first? Yoga, mindfulness
(staying present) and meditation are a few things
that, for me, are part of what I’d call “self care”.
If we’re alive - then we have lessons and chal-
lenges, and engaging in these activities help to
cope with those challenges. 

Julia tells me that she loves her two sons and
partner Patrick, but yoga is her passion. 

She also says that she’s been teaching fitness
classes at the Rady JCC for 15 years now, includ-
ing “Bosu”, “Sculpt”, and “Interval” classes. As
far as her love of yoga goes though, she explains
that she fell in love not only with the physical
challenge of yoga, but the spiritual aspect as well
- of which I’m also a strong proponent. (Ed. note:
How many homes have a yoga studio in the base-
ment as well as a meditation room upstairs?)

Julia adds that she’s studied yoga in a variety of exotic settings. She notes
that her favourite style is something called “Vinyasa Flow”.

Here’s something interesting I also found out about Julia Civka: Her pri-
mary job is instructing nursing at Red River College! In addition, she’s a
public health nurse with the WRHA. If anyone then would understand the
importance of getting into an exercise program carefully so as not to injure
oneself, Julia would. So - if you’re somewhat apprehensive about begin-
ning an exercise program, then one of Julia’s exercise classes might be a
really good place to start.

Namaste

By LENORE SKENAZY
(JTA) – The week between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur brought us

gay parties and Kinky news, as well as – what else? – another strange gad-
get from those techies in Israel. 

All that and a kichel joke, too! (FYI: Kichels are those light, puffy,
bowtie-shaped cookies dusted with sugar crystals that your grandmother
used to love.) 

1. What did Jon Stewart say when he received his Emmy on Sunday
night?

a. “This really should go to Beyonce.”
b. “Thanks, but I’m still retiring.”
c. “Thank you very much. You’ll never have to see me again.”

2. Four hundred gay Jewish men gathered in New York last week for
a party called what?

a. “High Homodays”
b. “Happy New Queer!”
c. “A Salute to Lady Synagaga” 

3. Israel’s entry to the Academy Awards this year will be “Baba
Joon,” a Farsi-language movie about:

a. A camel farm in the Northeast
b. A turkey farm in the Negev Desert
c. A lady talk show host who finally retires

4. A new handheld Israeli device called SCiO allows you to determine
whether an apple is really:

a. Organic
b. Wormy
c. A bomb

5. Mark Zuckerberg donated $992 million to:
a. Newark’s sewage department
b. Planned Parenthood
c. PAG (People Against Google) 

6. More than half of those who earned their doctorates in Jewish stud-
ies since 2010 are:

a. Looking to change their employment status
b. Over the age of 55
c. Selling trinkets at the Western Wall 

7. Last year, 40,000 viewers tuned in to a:
a. Live stream of Barbra Streisand’s nap
b. Kol Nidre service broadcast online
c. New food show, “The Honeycake Boss”

8. Kinky Friedman’s first studio album in 40 years is called:
a. ”All Hat and No Kichel”
b. ”The Loneliest Man I Ever Met”
c. ”A Boy Named ‘Sue Me’ “

Play JTA’s Jewish News of the Week Quiz

Julia Civka: “She fell in love not only with the
physical challenge of yoga, but the spiritual
aspect as well.”



By SEAN SAVAGE/JNS.org
The bloody and seemingly endless civil war in

Syria has taken a new twist over the past month,
with reports emerging that Russia has started to sig-
nificantly beef up its military presence to help its
longtime ally, Syrian President Bashar al-Assad,
continue his fight against rebel groups and terrorist
organizations like Islamic State. 

At the same time, Israel has grown increasingly
concerned with the continued destabilization of
Syria and Russia’s possible exacerbation of that sit-
uation. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu visited
Moscow and met with Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Monday, in order to speak with Putin about
the stationing of Russian forces in Syria. It is
Netanyahu’s first trip to Moscow since November
2013. 

After the meeting with Putin, Netanyahu told Israeli media that Israel and
Russia agreed to create a “mechanism” to prevent inadvertent confronta-
tions between their forces in Syria, the Jerusalem Post reported.

“I made clear our policy to try to prevent through various means the
transfer of lethal weapons from Syria to Hezbollah, which is actually done
at the direction of Iran,” Netanyahu said.

Putin told Netanyahu in public comments before the meeting, “Our main
goal is to defend the Syrian state. However, I understand your concern and
I am very pleased that you have come here to discuss all issues in detail.” 

Netanyahu’s visit highlights “Israel’s serious concern about the possibil-
ity of advanced weapons reaching Hezbollah, as well as concern that Israel

will accidentally clash
with the Russian
military,” Anna
Borshchevskaya,
the Ira Weiner
Fellow at the
W a s h i n g t o n
Institute for Near
East Policy think
tank, told JNS.org.

Over the past few
weeks, reports have
indicated that
Russia has deployed
weapons and mili-
tary personnel to an
airfield near
Latakia, Syria—a
stronghold of the
Assad regime.
These reports fol-
low additional
photo evidence in
the Daily Mail that
suggest that Russian
soldiers have been
in Syria since at
least April, in addi-
tion to satellite
images obtained by
Foreign Policy that
indicate extensive
construction around
Syria’s Bassel al-
Assad International
Airport.

Russia’s activity
comes as Assad has
suffered a series of
civil war setbacks in
recent months. Over
the summer, Syrian
government forces
lost the Idlib
province to rebel
groups and the
ancient city of
Palmyra to Islamic
State. The setbacks
led to the uncharac-
teristic admission by
the usually cocky
Assad that his forces
are suffering from
“fatigue.” 

While Russia has
not elaborated on its

military buildup, its government confirmed to
Reuters on Sept. 9 that “experts” were assisting
with Russian arms deliveries to Syria for the pur-
pose of “combating terrorism.” Other reports sug-
gested that Russians are taking part in military
operations in Syria.

A Lebanese source familiar with the situation in
Syria told Reuters that the Russians “are taking
part in military operations. It is more than an
advisory role.” 

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry has repeat-
edly sought to clarify Russia’s intentions in Syria
and has warned his Russian counterpart, Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov, that Russia’s actions
could “further escalate the conflict” and “risk
confrontation with the anti-ISIL (Islamic State)

coalition operating in Syria.”
Borshchevskaya believes that through his buildup of Russian forces in

Syria, Putin “is advancing an idea for an international coalition to fight
ISIS (Islamic State), but in reality, he only wants to keep Assad in power
and deflect attention from the crisis in Ukraine he created.”

“By pointing to ISIS as a greater common enemy, he will advocate that
the West set aside differences over Ukraine,” Borshchevskaya told
JNS.org. 

Russia has been a supporter of the Assad regime since the Cold War,
when the Soviet Union backed Hafez al-Assad, Bashar’s father, who ruled
Syria until his death in 2000. As one of Syria’s few Mideast allies, Russia
continues to maintain its Soviet-era naval facility in the Syrian coastal city
of Tartus—its only such base outside of the boundaries of the former Soviet
Union. 

“At the same time, ensuring that Assad is in power protracts the Syrian
conflict and ensures Putin influence in Syria and the Middle East, at the
expense of the West. Also, given Russia’s dire domestic problems: eco-
nomic recession, population decline, unsustainable military spending, and
other problems, he is pointing to an external enemy,” Borshchevskaya said. 

For Israel, Russia’s buildup in neighboring Syria is a major concern.
Netanyahu is expected to discuss with Putin the threats posed to Israel from
the increased weapons flow to Syria as well as the transfer of deadly
weapons to Hezbollah and other terrorist organizations, the Israeli Prime
Minister’s office said in a statement.

All the while, Israel has a complex—and somewhat positive—relation-
ship with Russia. Since the end of the Cold War, Israel has become home
to hundreds of thousands of Russian immigrants, and as such the Jewish
state maintains close economic and cultural ties with Russia. 

“In recent years, Israel and Russia have significantly improved ties on a
number of fronts,” said Borshchevskaya. “Nonetheless, this has limits, as
in practice; Putin’s regional policy is primarily driven by zero-sum anti-
Americanism and anti-Westernism to position Russia as a counterweight to
the West in the region.”

Israel has been at odds with Russia over the latter’s strong support for the
Iran nuclear deal and the impending Russian sale of the advanced S-300
missile defense system to Iran.

On a parallel track with Israeli concerns are growing American-Russian
disagreements over Syria. Kerry announced Sept. 18 that the U.S. is hop-
ing to engage in direct military-to-military talks with Russia.

“The president believes that a military-to-military conversation is an
important next step,” Kerry said, “and I think, hopefully, it will take place
very shortly.”

The U.S. has long maintained that Assad must step down if there is going
to be a lasting solution to the Syrian civil war. Kerry, however, hinted that
the U.S. may allow Assad to stay in power for the short-term until a polit-
ical settlement is reached. 

“Our focus remains on destroying ISIL and also on a political settlement
with respect to Syria, which we believe cannot be achieved with the long-
term presence of Assad,” Kerry told reporters Sept. 18 while he was in
London to meet with his British counterpart, Philip Hammond. 

“But we’re looking for ways in which to try to find a common ground,”
added Kerry. “Clearly, if you’re going to have a political settlement, which
we’ve always argued is the best and only way to resolve Syria, you need to
have conversations with people, and you need to find a common ground.”

Meanwhile, as far as Israel is concerned, Netanyahu will likely seek for
Putin to ease the former’s concerns about a possible confrontation between
Israeli and Russian forces at the Syrian border.

“Israel does have some leverage over Russia; for instance, Israel had
remained publicly neutral on Russia’s actions in Ukraine and did not sell
weapons to Kiev,” Borshchevskaya told JNS.org. “If bilateral
relations between Russia and Israel continue to deteriorate, Israel may start
selling weapons to Kiev.”

Moving forward, it seems clear that Putin will continue to prop up the
Assad regime at all costs, even though it has become likely that Assad can-
not win the war.

“Putin wants to restore Russia as a great power in the Middle East that
opposes the West,” said Borshchevskaya. “For us (Western nations), diplo-
macy is about win-win scenarios, but for Putin, it’s “I win, you lose.’”

Israel copes with Syrian civil war’s new game of Russian roulette
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Israel news

Live Right Spa celebrates 
1st anniversary with a

One Year Anniversary Open House
Saturday, October 3rd 

11:00 am - 5:00 pm
Winnipeg-born

Daryn Chernick is
the proud owner of
Live Right
Massage and
Facial Spa, located
at 1-1190 Taylor
Avenue (in the
Sobeys shopping
centre). Born in
Winnipeg, Daryn
attended Montrose
and Grant Park
High schools.

After a short time
away in Calgary to
obtain his
Bachelors in
Computer Science and Business, Chernick decid-
ed to return to Winnipeg and open a business that
would genuinely help the community. “I opened
Live Right Massage & Facial Spa in November
of 2014 with the goal of bringing the best mas-
sage therapists and the most effective skin care
treatments to the community in the best possible
setting and all at a price point that makes sense to
even the most frugal of Winnipeggers,” he says. 

Daryn Chernick
owner of 

Live Right Spa

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
(right) holds a joint press conference with
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
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U.S. news “Can We Talk About….
Tradition and the Dinner Table?”

Featuring Norene Gilletz
Jewish Child and Family Service and partners: Rady JCC, Women’s

Philanthropy of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and Gray Academy
of Jewish Education to host Norene Gilletz for a giant challah baking
workshop this fall.

By Dr. Rena Elbaze, Director of Communications and Outreach at
JCFS

On Thursday, October 22, JCFS and partners will feature Norene
Gilletz, leading author of kosher cookbooks as a part of JCFS’s popular
speaker series “Can We Talk About…” This fall’s unique event,
“…Tradition and the Dinner Table” which is designed to attract over
500 people, will be an inspiring evening of challah making and braiding.
Master of Ceremonies, local entertainer Shayla Fink and JCFS
Executive Director, Al Benarroch will reflect on how tradition at the din-
ner table and especially the Shabbat table has brought their own families
together and how it can contribute to strengthening the family unit. 

Participants will share an evening of challah making, entertainment,
song and dance and will savor delicious pastries, coffee and tea. In
addition to two challahs (ready to be baked at home), each guest will
receive a special event apron, mixing bowl and utensils to take home
along with a program book. The book which will include Norene’s
challah recipe will also serve as a Shabbat guide book with the tradi-
tional blessings, menu ideas and recipes along with reflections on
Shabbat and the family. Advertisements in this unique keepsake edi-
tion are available for purchase by calling 204.477.7441.

In 2014 Norene Gilletz, led a demonstration in Toronto for 2500 peo-
ple on different ways to shape challah as part of the Shabbat Project
Challah Bake. Her workshop in Winnipeg this fall will inspire partici-
pants and their families to engage in tradition, unplug from technolo-
gy and tune in to each other as they break bread together.

Families, organizations and groups are encouraged to purchase
tables to share in this wonderful relationship building experience. 

Tickets to this event moving fast and are available at the JCFS and
Rady JCC offices online at radyjcc.net/ticketcentral.cfm or by calling
204.477.7430 (JCFS) or 204.477.7510 (Rady JCC).

Adults $36 Students $18

Surging Trump, Carson have
Republican Jews worried

By RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON (JTA) – The Republican Jewish establishment is

watching the surge of political outsiders – like Donald Trump and Ben
Carson – in the presidential primaries with dismay.

“It’s like we have a conference call every morning, and we ask, ‘What
can we do to screw ourselves up today?’” said Fred Zeidman, a longtime
fundraiser for Republican presidential candidates.

Zeidman’s exasperation pervades the Jewish Republican world: A party
that has, in recent years, established a cozy relationship with Jewish con-
servatives seems to be careening – at least since the presidential race
began.

Donald Trump, the billionaire reality show star, has lobbed rhetorical
bombs at Hispanics, women and GOP rivals, and promised to deport 11
million illegal immigrants. Ben Carson, the retired world-famous neuro-
surgeon, said this weekend that a Muslim can’t be president.

The two men are jostling for the lead in polls, with former Hewlett-
Packard CEO Carly Fiorina in third. All three have never held elected
office – and former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, along with other establishment
candidates, lag behind the outsiders.

“This election is proving that nobody really knows anything, including
me,” said Seth Mandel, the Op-Ed editor of the New York Post.

It’s a disorienting experience for longtime Republican Jewish donors and
activists, who have made inroads into the party’s establishment over the
last two decades, and who have been at the forefront of advocacy for tol-
erance and pluralism within the party.

“The tone of what they’re saying, we get painted as a party of intoler-
ance,” said Zeidman, who practices law in the Houston area and backs
Bush’s candidacy.

The anti-immigrant rhetoric especially infuriates Zeidman, a past chair-
man of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council, who was driving near his
home during his phone interview with JTA.

“I think half the people I’m looking at doing roadwork in 100-degree
heat are not legal – and they are working their tuchus off,” he said.

Mandel said online that white supremacist backing for Trump – who has
suggested immigrants from Mexico are predominantly criminals – has
been unsettling. “That will always make Jews uncomfortable, that’s why
there’s so much pushback” among some Jewish conservatives against the
Trump candidacy.

Yet an American Jewish Committee poll of American Jews earlier this
month showed Trump leading among GOP candidates, garnering 10.2 per-
cent of Jewish support, to come in third behind Democratic candidates
Hillary Clinton, with 39.7 percent, and Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont,
with 17.8 percent. Among self-declared Republicans in the poll, Trump
led, garnering 28 percent of their support. Bush came in second with 19
percent.

The feeling among Jewish Republicans reached by JTA was of chagrin –
qualified by a belief that the party will right itself by the time primaries
start early next year.

Mel Sembler, a Florida real estate magnate and a past financial chairman
of the party, who backs Bush, said polls now showing outsiders in the lead
mattered less than funds raised by candidates – and his candidate has raised
over $100 million.

“What you have now is a popularity contest on TV and people pressing
buttons, it’s all theater,” he said in an interview. “What’s important in the
long run from my standpoint is who’s got the finances to sustain himself.
Jeb Bush has raised $114 million and has $97 million in the bank. We’re
here for the long haul.”

Trump, a billionaire, has said he is able to match such spending, but has
yet to invest deeply in his own campaign. Sembler said he’ll believe Trump
is a contender when he sees the candidate pony up cash.

“Trump is a big talker,” Sembler said. “I have yet to see him write a $100
million check.”

The question now, said Mandel, is what does this mean once primary sea-
son begins in earnest in January?

“The fear is not Donald Trump winning – it’s if he can maintain a seg-
ment of the base, if he can sit at 20 percent,” he said. “He has the money
to fight, and wheel and deal all the way up to the convention.”

Tevi Troy, a deputy health secretary in the President George W. Bush
administration who is not yet backing a candidate, said one plus that’s
emerging from the debates is that the entire range of candidates – insiders
and outsiders alike – are pro-Israel and have embraced the party’s skepti-
cism of the Iran nuclear deal.

Contrast that with previous Republican primary seasons, when disruptive
outsiders were cool on Israel – notably in the 1990s, when Pat Buchanan
ran twice, Troy said.

“Fortunately, the outsiders this time, just about all are exceedingly pro-
Israel and that’s a good thing,” he said.

Mandel said not all outsiders give Jewish voters pause. Fiorina, for
instance, has hewed to mainstream GOP talking points.

Still, he noted, for a constituency that has cultivated the Republican
establishment, the emergence of outsiders is discomfiting.



By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
(JTA) – Jeremy Corbyn, the new head of Britain’s opposi-

tion Labor Party, has many of the makings of a hero for
British Jews.

A Labor lawmaker with over 30 years of experience, Corbyn
passionately and eloquently defends blue-collar Britain, mul-
ticulturalism and a left-of-center notion of social justice.
These are issues that resonate with Britain’s 250,000-strong
Jewish community, which has historically leaned Labor.

Yet Corbyn’s election earlier this month has generated
unprecedented concern in British Jewry’s ranks, where many
resent his Israel-critical views and endorsement of anti-
Semitic enemies of the Jewish state, including Islamist mili-
tant groups Hamas and Hezbollah.

Following an acrimonious exchange of allegations during
Corbyn’s campaign for Labor leader, he and representatives
of British Jewry may now find they need to mend fences and
figure out a way to work together.

“The problem is not that Corbyn is an anti-Semite or a
Holocaust denier – he is neither,” said Dave Rich, a
spokesperson for the Community Security Trust, British
Jewry’s main watchdog. But Corbyn “seems to gravitate
towards people who are, if they come with an anti-Israel
sticker on them.”

Corbyn, 66, who has visited the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and Israel nine
times, publicly endorsed a blanket arms embargo on Israel and the boycott
of Israeli universities involved in weapons research.

Jonathan Sacerdoti, a Jewish political commentator and journalist, said
Corbyn’s election “and failure to convincingly and definitively distance
himself from his endorsements of anti-Semitic entities is sure to embolden
the anti-Israel camp, and its anti-Semites.”

Ambrosine Shitrit, co-founder of Yad B’yad, a right-leaning British anti-
Semitism watchdog, called Corbyn’s election “one of the most tragic things
to have happened to Labor.”

READ: Jewish lawmaker accepts post under Britain’s new Labor head
Jeremy Corbyn

Corbyn’s Jewish critics have said that if he is to be trusted, he must first
clarify or backtrack from a string of gestures he made toward anti-Semitic
individuals and groups.

Famous among those gestures was his use during a speech he made in
2009 of the term “friends” to describe activists from Hezbollah and Hamas.

“Tomorrow evening it will be my pleasure and my honor to host an event
in parliament where our friends from Hezbollah will be speaking,” Corbyn
said of members of the Shiite Islamist militia and political party, whose
leaders have made numerous anti-Semitic statements.

On Hamas – a Palestinian Islamic military and political group whose
charter proclaims “a very great and very serious struggle against the Jews”
– Corbyn said, “I’ve also invited friends from Hamas to come and speak as

well. Unfortunately the Israelis would not allow them to trav-
el here.”

Labeling Hamas a terrorist group, Corbyn added, was “a
big, big historical mistake.”

In another widely cited incident, Holocaust denier Paul
Eisen wrote that Corbyn donated money to his Palestinian
advocacy group, Deir Yassin Remembered.

Corbyn denied the claim and said during a television inter-
view in July that he did not agree with Hamas and Hezbollah.
He called them friends only, he said, as a figure of speech. He
defended his talks with militant Islamists by comparing them
to right-wing Israelis, “who have the same view possibly that
the state of Israel should extend from the river to the sea.”

His explanations failed to convince supporters of Israel and
Labor Jews, including lawmaker Ivan Lewis, who following
Corbyn’s election quit his Labor position as shadow secretary
of state for Northern Ireland.

Lewis challenged Corbyn to attend a meeting on anti-
Semitism on the political left, and Corbyn accepted this
week. The meeting, Lewis said, is meant in part to address
“Jeremy’s support in the past for people who have used anti-
Semitic rhetoric.”

READ: Jeremy Corbyn, socialist seen as hostile to Israel,
elected head of Britain’s Labor Party

Corbyn faces a chorus of other Labor critics, including former British
Prime Minister Tony Blair, who say the Labor leader’s radically socialist
views on the economy will either split Labor, make it unelectable as a rul-
ing party or both.

One of the most dramatic twists in Corbyn’s strained relationship with
British Jewry’s establishment unfolded on Aug. 14, when The Jewish
Chronicle – neither a right-wing publication nor one prone to making
unfounded claims – warned in an editorial that Corbyn risked being
“regarded from the day of his election as an enemy of Britain’s Jewish
community.”

Speaking for what the paper said was “the vast majority of British Jews,”
the Chronicle’s unusually harsh-worded editorial spoke of “deep forebod-
ing at the prospect of Mr. Corbyn’s election as Labor leader.”

Yet British Jews also have an interest in working with Corbyn, as evi-
denced in a Sept. 12 statement by Simon Johnson, CEO of Britain’s Jewish
Leadership Council, an umbrella group with representation by the Board of
Deputies of British Jews.

Despite “a number of concerns regarding some of Mr. Corbyn’s past con-
nections,” Johnson wrote, “We will, as we always have, find ways of work-
ing with Her Majesty’s Opposition on matters relevant to us.” He added,
“We hope that the Labor movement remains a welcoming environment for
members of the Jewish community, many of whom have lifelong commit-
ments to it.”

Johnson’s statement reflects a mutual need by Corbyn and the British
Jews for cooperation.
This need will prevail
– perhaps through a
succession of low-key,
trust-building encoun-
ters – over the current
atmosphere of distrust,
according to Keith
Harris-Kahn, a
London-area Jewish
sociologist and editor
of the Jewish Journal
of Sociology.

“It’s a very bad idea
for the Jewish commu-
nity to not have work-
able relationships with
the major opposition
party,” Harris-Kahn
said, citing the com-
munity’s need to avoid
partisanship and pro-
mote its interest in var-
ious British parlia-
ments.

For Corbyn, Harris-
Kahn said, “as a politi-
cian aspiring to be the
prime minister of a
multicultural country,
it’s a very bad idea for
him to be alienated
from the majority of
one significant British
minority.”
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British news

Labor leader Jeremy Corbyn and British Jewry may need to make up

Labor Party leader
Jeremy Corbyn
addressing the TUC
Conference at The
Brighton Centre on
September 15, 2015,
in Brighton, England.
(Mary Turner/Getty
Images)



Rosh Ha’Shona ramblings
On September 14th I

celebrated two birth-
days; Bill Marantz
turned 80 and the
Jewish people turned
5776. But only one us
shows his age. The
Jews don’t look a day
over 5676. Time flies

when you’re having fun. 
The more things change, the more they stay the

same. Five thousand years and they’re still kick-
ing us around. Even our friend, Conservative
commentator Anne Coulter, has jumped on the
bandwagon. Commenting on the CNN debate she
claimed the Republican Presidential candidates
were “pandering” to Jewish voters by mentioning
Israel so often. “How many f***ing Jews do they
think there are in the United States?” she tweeted. 

For a God-fearing Christian this emaciated
blond goddess sure curses a lot. 

Still, Ms. Potty Mouth has a point. There are only
7 million Jews in the U.S.A., representing 2% of the
population. Hardly worth pandering to. Especially
when so many Jewish voters are left-wing liberals
who wouldn’t vote for a Republican if their lives
depended on it. (Which may very well be the case.)
Disgruntled gentiles probably overestimate Jewish
influence on world affairs because our contribution
to the health, wealth and welfare of the global com-
munity is so out of proportion to our numbers. The
“vast Jewish conspiracy” is blamed for everything
from the bombing of the World Trade Center to the
assassination of Abraham Lincoln. (John Wilkes
Booth was an actor, and everyone knows the Jews
control show business.) 

Well, a few days after Rosh Hashanah we can
put on the sackcloth and ashes and ask for for-
giveness. On Yom Kippur we’re supposed to fast
all day and repent our sins. Last year my wife ran
out of sins around noon, so I lent her some of
mine. “Make sure you return them when the sun
goes down,” I said. “So I can recycle them.” 

Actually, when it comes to sin we’re all conser-
vationists. We have no choice. You can’t trade in
your used sins for new ones because they’ve
stopped making them. No one’s been able to
improve on the originals. Murder, adultery, theft,
dissing your parents, gossiping about your neigh-
bors...we’re still using the ones Moses brought
down from the mountain a few thousand years
ago. Of course, the Big 10 aren’t really sins;
they’re rules of behavior. 

Strictly speaking “The Seven Deadly” aren’t
sins either. They’re weaknesses. Greed, lust envy,
hate...all that good stuff. These basic human emo-
tions shouldn’t qualify as “sin” unless you act on
them. Somehow, between the Old and New
Testaments, something got lost in translation.
Unlike it’s more judgmental offspring, Judaism is
a pragmatic religion; it deals with conduct, not
feelings. It doesn’t demand that you love your
neighbor, just forbids you from stealing his sheep.
Cain wouldn’t have been guilty of murder if he
had just wished his brother were dead. In the later
case, as Shakespeare said, “Who should escape
hanging?” 

True, your mother will make your life a guilt
trip but your rabbi will just prepare you for your
bar mitzvah. And hand you a siddur that you’ll
never open. Even the Ten Commandments don’t
tell you what to do, just what to refrain from
doing. Like sticking your nose into other people’s
business. Joshua of Nazareth preached the same
sermon. Worry about your own eyesight, dude,
don’t try to cure your neighbor. 

It wasn’t until hundreds of years after he died,
and the gentiles gave him a Greek name, that the
message was changed. Jesus’ latter day followers
weren’t satisfied with practising what their leader
preached; everyone had to jump on the Christian
bandwagon. Or get run over. Then along came a

new “messenger” with a revised version of the
same old story. It still began with Adam and Eve,
Abraham, Issac and Jacob, but now it was Ishmael
who was taken up the mountain to be a human sac-
rifice. Apparently Moses got it wrong. Or maybe it
was a typo. A scribe, having a bad day. Hard to
believe such a major gaff could go undetected,
through hundreds of editions, but would the Angel
Gabriel lie about a thing like that?

“The Prophet” not only revised the Bible but
added some original material. Let’s face it, when
it comes to plot and character development you
can’t beat The Pentateuch. And the New
Testament had five original (and conflicting) sto-
ries that were fantastic! The Koran needed some-
thing to give it a little mass appeal. And that stuff
about the 21 virgins filled the bill. 

Comparing the Koran (or The Gospels) to the
Old Testament is like comparing “The Arabian
Nights” (or “Harry Potter”) to “Portnoy’s
Complaint”. Apart from the Book of Genesis, the
Old Testament deals largely with ordinary human
beings and their relationship to each other. The
occasional “angel” that makes an appearance is
remarkable bereft of supernatural powers. (Jacob
wrestled one to a draw.) And the whole thing is
orchestrated by one unknowable Supreme Being. 

Contrary to popular belief there is only one
monotheistic religion extant: Judaism.
Christianity and Islam talk the talk but don’t walk
the walk. Christians don’t pray to God, they pray
to His “son.” Or St. Christopher. Or St. Francis.
Or that folk singing group: Peter, Paul and the
Virgin Mary. In addition to The Holy Trinity,
Catholics have an army of saints whom they wor-
ship like minor deities. Plus an “infallible” Pope,
whose ring they kiss. And an army of lesser
priests, who have the power to wash away their
sins. In the movie, “Roma”, Felinni has a Vatican
“fashion show” scene, in which bishops, arch-
bishops, cardinals, and assorted prelates
mince down a runway, showing off their stun-
ning attire. 

Islam is a more austere religion. It’s not
ruled by a colorful array of semi-appointed
demi-gods – merely a monochrome army of
bearded imams whose word is divine law.
Muslims pray to Allah but worship “The
Prophet.” They claim Mohammed is simply
the last in a long line of prophets (Moses,
Elijah, Isiah, Jesus) yet taking his name in
vain is considered blasphemy. Drawing a car-
icature of this ordinary mortal is a capital
offense. And the perpetrator won’t have 27
virgins to keep him company as he roasts on a
spit in hell. 

The concept of heaven and hell is not part of
Judaism. Nor is the other voodoo the latter
day pagans use to keep the troops in line.
Jewish toddlers are not encouraged to indulge
in fantasy. They are not nurtured on gruesome
German fairy stories or told that Santa won’t
bring them a present if they don’t behave. My
kids knew the tooth fairy’s name was Brenda
Marantz. But that didn’t stop them from
spending the money they found under their
pillow. One of my kids dropped out of
parochial school because he preferred public
school, but he didn’t ask if he could go to
Hogwarts. True, one of my grandkids read the
Harry Potter series but didn’t confuse it with
non fiction. 

I can’t think of a single Jewish friend or
acquaintance who has any taste for the current
flood of television shows, movies, and novels
that deal with vampires, zombies, or the other
porn violence that passes for popular enter-
tainment. Nor can I name one Jewish author
who writes fantasy novels. Isaac Bashevis
Singer occasionally dealt with the supernatur-
al but makes it clear that the “evil eye,” dyb-
buks and golems are not part of Judaism. They

are Eastern European old wives’ tales that were
adopted (and adapted) by “shtetl” Jews. Just like
those ridiculous black coats and fur hats the
“ultra-orthodox” wear in a desert climate.

The farther a religion travels from its source the
more baggage it takes on. Eventually the trap-
pings of a faith may become more important to
tunnel-vision “fundamentalists” than substance.
In order to be a “good Jew” you have to dress a
certain way, groom yourself a certain way, etc.
For a woman to be a good Muslim she can’t go to
the local supermarket without being covered from
head to toe like a mummy. On the plus side, the
niqab probably prevents the spread of airborne
disease.

It’s easy to joke about these things, but the rise
of radical Islam is no joke. The religious war that
is being waged in the Middle East is spreading
across the globe like a virus. And our so-called
leaders refuse to take their heads out of the sand.
Hundreds of displaced aboriginals have been lan-
guishing in hotel rooms for years and all the three
prime ministerial candidates are worried about are
homeless Syrians. The only debate is how many
millions we should spend to finance the invasion
of our country by these “refugees.” True, these
choosy beggars in T shirts and Adidas probably
aren’t religious fanatics, but if bearded fanatics
hadn’t made their homeland a living hell we
wouldn’t have to house and feed them. Before
ISIS reared it’s fratricidal head the Assad family
didn’t have to take the poison gas canisters out of
storage. The Middle East is such a dog’s breakfast
of civil and uncivil unrest that you can’t tell a
jihadist army without a program.

But regardless of who, or what, is the root cause
of the imminent apocalypse, somehow, someday,
it will be blamed on the Jews. 

Happy New Year! 
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Bill Marantz
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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By

BILL MARANTZ
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
All obituaries in The Jewish Post & News are

also posted to our website at
http://www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

There is no extra charge for this service.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

SEPTEMBER  30

HILDA RUTH (PLATNER) SCHWARTZ
Hilda Ruth (Platner)

Schwartz, a loving and
much adored member of
the community whose life
revolved around her fam-
ily and Jewish tradition
passed away on Septem-
ber 2, 2015, in Denver,
Colorado.  Mrs.
Schwartz’ sons in-law,
daughters and grandchil-
dren paid loving tributes
to her at the graveside
service officiated by
Rabbi Bruce Dollin, and
Cantors Martin Goldstein

and Joel Lichterman at Mt. Nebo Cemetery where she
was laid to rest on September 4th.

Mourners were moved as Mrs. Schwartz’ sons in-
law recounted her love and devotion to her family and
Judaism, and her innate ability to meet people and
welcome them into her home and into her heart.  She
was immensely proud and supportive of her husband
Arthur’s “trailblazing” accomplishments as a First
Amendment attorney, and her daughters, Cindy, also
an attorney, Robyn, a Physician’s Assistant and the
current regional Chair of the Anti-Defamation League
of Austin, and “Dr. Lisa,” a pediatrician. Hilda’s life
revolved around her family which brought her im-
mense pride and joy.

Hilda was born and raised in Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canada.  She was the youngest child of Jacob and
Fanny Plattner.  Hilda pursued her religious studies at
the Talmud Torah where she and her brother and sisters
were active members of the congregation’s choir.  She
graduated high school from St. John’s Tech and later
received her Master of Social Work degree from the
University of Manitoba.  In 1955, Hilda moved to
Denver, Colorado.  Although she left Winnipeg almost
60 years ago, she maintained close relationships with
her remaining family and many lifelong friends there.

Hilda settled in Denver where she worked with the
underprivileged as a social worker for the American
Red Cross, and later as an independent travel agent
with Polk Majestic Travel.  It was in Denver where she
met her husband, attorney Arthur Schwartz.  They were
married on December 21, 1957.

Hilda enjoyed traveling the world with her husband
and meeting people wherever she went.  She was a
member of a Yiddish club in Palm Springs, California,
and frequently volunteered her time to visit retirement
communities where she would have conversations
with residents in Yiddish.  She was also actively
involved at her grandchildren’s school, Cherry Hills
Village Elementary, serving as the community repre-
sentative on the Accountability Committee and as a
judge for the annual student Science Fair.

Mrs. Schwartz is survived by her husband, Arthur
Schwartz of Denver; children Cindy (Hon. David)
Goldberg of Denver, Robyn (Dr. Richard) Sperling of
Austin, TX, and Dr. Lisa Schwartz (Richarad Huttner)
of Denver; grandchildren Cameron Goldberg, Jared,
Gabriel and Lily Sperling, and Lauren and Natalie
Huttner; sister Ann Gugenheim and brother Sam (Bettina)
Plattner of Denver, and numerous nieces and nephews.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Lucille
Joseph Kiddush Fund c/o BMH-BJ Congregation in
Denver, the Anti-Defamation League Austin in Aus-
tin, TX, or to the charity of choice.

The family of the late

ETTIE ACKMAN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, October 4, 2015
at 10:30 a.m.

at the
Bnay Abraham Cemetery

Unveiling

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MASHA
(MASHKA) LIBA

BERENHAUT
who passed away

September 23, 2013
19 Days in Tishrei

Two years have passed
Your absence is greatly felt
We miss you, we love  you and

you will always be on our minds
and in our hearts forever.

— Your children, grand-
children and great-grand-
children.

In loving memory of

Mrs. TOBY

(Teibel) BINDER
who passed away
October 12, 1968
20 Days in Tishrei

— Sadly missed in the hearts
of her daughter-in-law,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BELLE DAITER
who passed away
October 5, 2004
20 days Tishrei

— Sadly remembered and
always loved by her  daughters,
brother and their families.

11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SIDNEY

GOODMAN
who passed away
October 3, 1991

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your daughter
Roberta.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

WILLIAM (BILL)

GREENFIELD
who passed away
October 13, 1995

19 days in Tishrei, 5756
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife Libby,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In loving memory of

MORRIS

(MOISHE)

LEVINE
who passed away
October 8, 1993

23 Days in Tishrei
— Lovingly remembered by
Marcia.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALAN LEVINE
who passed away
August 19, 2014

23 days in Av
— Lovingly remembered by
his sister Marcia.

In Memoriam

The family of the late

FLORENCE

GOLDBERG
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, October 18, 2015
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Bnay Abraham Cemetery

Unveiling

Deadline for the
October 14

issue of
The Jewish Post

& News
is noon

Thursday,
October 8

Unveiling

The family of the late

MURRAY

GOLUB
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, October 18, 2015
at 10:15 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Gate 3 Area 3 Sec. K
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

OCTOBER  7

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. BRIAN

BROOKER
who passed away
October 5, 2012

19 days in Tishrei
Lovingly remembered, always
loved, never forgotten.
— With love your beloved
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FLORENCE

GUNN
who passed away
October 9, 1998

19 days in Tishrei
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory
of our dearest

mother and grandmother

EVA (CHAVA)

MLYNARSKI
who passed away
October 22, 2005
19 Days in Tishrei

Though absent, you are always
near.
We light a candle in your
beautiful memory.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SLUVA
POLLOCK
who passed away
October 7, 1982

20 Days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and
always remembered by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

31st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM

SEGAL
who passed away
October 18, 1984
22 Days in Tishrei

Already thirty-one years have
passed since you left us. Our
sorrow will forever be as great
as the day you were taken from
us and your memory shall never
be forgotten in the hearts of
your daughter, Edna, son-in-
law Hy, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RONNIE SEGAL
who passed away
October 17, 2008
18 Days in Tishrei

— Always in our hearts and
forever loved by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOE

SILVERBERG
who passed away
October 21, 2011
23 days in Tishrei

 Always remembered and
forever missed.
— Your loving wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BESSIE

(ABELLS)

STRONGER
who passed away

September 30, 1996
17 Days in Tishrei

— Deeply loved and forever
missed by her children Barry,
Marcy, Michael and Zoa and
Lyle and the rest of her family.
May your sense of humor and
source of strength be embodied
in your great grand-daughter,
your namesake Elizabeth.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LILLIAN

TRACHTENBERG
who passed away
October 7, 2014

14 days in Tishrei
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

DAVID

COLBERG
who passed away
October 28, 2008
29 days in Tishrei

Always in our thoughts.
— Lovingly remembered by
sister Audrey, son Shawn,
and granddaughter Desiree.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ARCHIE

ELFENBEIN
who passed away
October 11, 1988
30 Days in Tishrei

Many a lonely heartache
Often a silent tear
But always a beautiful memory
of one we loved so dear
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MANUEL FINK
who passed away
October 3, 2013

29 days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, great-grand-
children, sister and brother-
in-law and family.

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HYMIE KATZ
who passed away
October 15, 1998
26 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your son
Murray, daughter-in-law
Cheryl and granddaughter
Farah.

In loving memory of

ANNA
MOSCOVITCH

who passed away
October 19, 2006
28 Days in Tishrei

—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear parents and grandparents

CLARA CUTLER
who passed away
October 8, 2002

2 Days in Cheshvan, 5763

BEN CUTLER
who passed away
October 1, 1983

24 Days in Tishrei, 5744
— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ELEANOR

CHOCHINOV
who passed away
October 17, 2003
21 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren, and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID ARI

HERSHFIELD
who passed away
October 9, 2007

28 days in Tishrei, 5768
— Forever remembered and
loved by his family.

In loving memory of

YOCHEVED

(JEANETTE)

PERLOV
who passed away
October 11, 2002
24 Days in Tishrei

Sadly missed
Forever in our hearts
— Her children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and family.



Canadian candidate apologizes for not knowing 
Auschwitz was death camp

TORONTO (JTA) -- A candidate in Canada's federal elections has apol-
ogized for not knowing that Auschwitz was a Nazi death camp.

"Well, I didn't know what Auschwitz was, or I didn't up until today," Alex
Johnstone, who is running in the Oct. 19 elections for Parliament in south-
western Ontario for the New Democratic Party, told the Hamilton
Spectator on Tuesday.

Johnstone said she had "heard about concentration camps" before and
accused her opponents of "mud slinging."

The gaffe came to light when a satirical website found a 2008 Facebook
posting of a photograph of part of the electrified fence and its curved con-
crete supports at Auschwitz.

"Ahhh, the infamous Pollish (sic), phallic, hydro posts," Johnstone com-
mented underneath. "Of course you took pictures of this! It expresses how
the curve is normal, natural, and healthy right!"

Johnstone is vice chair of the local school board and regional vice chair
on the Ontario Public School Board Association. She has served as a
school trustee since 2010.

"While never intending any malice, this comment was clearly inappro-
priate," she posted on her Facebook page Wednesday. "I would like to offer
my unreserved apology for this comment."

The Huffington Post Canada found Johnstone participated in school
board meetings where prizes were awarded to teachers for "excellence in
Holocaust education."
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News briefsIn Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SARAH

DUDECK
who passed away
October 14, 2009

27 days in Tishrei, 5770
—Always remembered, loved
and missed by her children,
grandchildren great-
grandchildren, relatives and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAY RUDELIER
who passed away
October 26, 1981

28 Days in Tishrei, 5742
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MIRIAM SEGAL

(nee Atnikov)
who passed away
October 11, 2007
30 Days in Tishrei

Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way
Though absent you are ever
near.
Still missed, still loved and ever
dear.
—Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
mother and siblings.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHEILA
SELLERS
who passed away
October 24, 2000
25 Days in Tishrei

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HYMIE (CHAIM)

TELCHEN
who passed away
October 30, 1986
28 Days in Tishrei

— Ever remembered, loved
and missed by his nieces and
nephews, relatives and
friends.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit
In loving memory of

BEN ADLEMAN
who passed away
October 30, 2000

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan
— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his daughters,
son-in-law, grandchildren,
sister, nephews and nieces.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LARRY HURTIG
who passed away
October 6, 2010

28 days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH M.

BENDER
who passed away
October 3, 1991

25 Days in Tishrei
—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

Netanyahu reaffirms rights for all
Jewish denominations

J E R U S A L E M
(JTA) -- Israeli
Prime Minister
B e n j a m i n
Netanyahu reaf-
firmed his commit-
ment to assuring the
rights of all Jewish
denominations in
Israel.

He made the state-
ment in a letter to
the AJC, the organi-
zation reported
Thursday.

The statement
came in response to
a letter sent to
Netanyahu by AJC
Jerusalem chair Matthew Bronfman and director
Avital Leibovich following comments made by
Minister for Religious Affairs David Azoulay,
who said in a radio interview that Reform Jews
cannot be considered Jews.

“I share your feelings regarding the hateful
remarks made by the Minister for Religious
Affairs," Netanyahu wrote to AJC. "I have
reminded him in no uncertain terms that, as a
minister, he must represent all of Israel’s citi-
zens.

“The government of Israel which I head
remains committed to strengthening the unity of
the Jewish people, and will unequivocally reject
any attempt to divide us or to delegitimize any
Jewish community – Reform, Conservative or
Orthodox.”

The prime minister concluded: “I will continue
to work to ensure that all Jews can feel at home
in Israel, and I look forward to meeting with you
to discuss concrete steps we can take together to
do so.”

AJC Executive Director David Harris applaud-
ed the prime minister’s words.

“The unity of the Jewish people, and mutual
respect of Jews among diverse religious streams,
must be of paramount importance to the state of
Israel,” said Harris. “We appreciate the prime
minister’s stance, and we will continue to work
closely with Israel’s leaders to strengthen reli-
gious pluralism.”

An AJC leadership delegation meeting with
Netanyahu in Jerusalem earlier this month dis-
cussed strategies for deepening the ties between
Israel and U.S. Jewry.

Azoulay, of the Sephardic Orthodox Shas
party, said in July during an interview on Army

Radio, “A Reform Jew, from the moment he
stops following Jewish law, I cannot allow
myself to say that he is a Jew. These are Jews
that have lost their way, and we must ensure that
every Jew returns to the fold of Judaism, and
accept everyone with love and joy.”

Azoulay spoke with Army Radio two days
after Israel’s Cabinet reversed regulations
reforming conversion policy that were passed by
the previous government.

SodaStream offers to take in
Syrian refugees

J E R U S A L E M
(JTA) – The Israeli
c o m p a n y
SodaStream has
offered to take in
Syrian refugees and
employ them in its
new factory in the
Negev Desert. 

In an announce-
ment over the week-
end, SodaStream and
the mayor of Rahat,
which is near the
home beverage
maker’s factory, said
they can absorb up to
200 families. Some
30 percent of the
1,100 workers at the
factory live in the
Bedouin city led by
Mayor Talal Al-
Krenawi. 

“As the son of a Holocaust survivor, I refuse to
stand by and observe this human tragedy unfold
right across the border in Syria,” said
SodaStream CEO Daniel Birnbaum said in a
statement. “Just as we have always done our best
to help our Palestinian brothers and sisters in the
West Bank, the time has come for local business
and municipal leaders to address the Syrian
humanitarian crisis and take the initiative to help
those in need. We cannot expect our politicians
to bear the entire burden of providing aid for the
refugees.” 

The Israeli government must approve the
endeavor. 

SodaStream announced a year ago that it
would close its controversial West Bank factory
and move its operations to southern Israel. The
move was widely seen as due to international
pressure from the Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions movement, which seeks to hurt
Israel’s economy over its policies toward the
Palestinians. 

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu:
“I will continue to
work to ensure that all
Jews can feel at home
in Israel.”

SodaStream CEO
Daniel Birnbaum:
“As the son of a
Holocaust survivor, I
refuse to stand by and
observe this human
tragedy unfold right
across the border in
Syria.”
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A seasonal preview of Jewish pros and hot hockey prospects 
Fall is just around the corner and so are the

unpredictable months of October and November –
when the serious slipping and sliding will be upon
us - both on our potholed streets, roads and side-
walks as well as at local hockey rinks where our
pro clubs and all minor league teams will be tak-
ing to the ice.

The current round of National Hockey League
pre-season games - which used to be referred to as
“exhibition games” will be especially significant

to the young prospects hoping to fashion for themselves a lifetime career
under the big top.

Richmond Hill, Ontario’s MIKE CAMMALLERI is the highest scoring
Jewish hockey player ever in the history of the NHL. The prolific scorer
has thus far played in 737 games and amassed 263 goals and 281 assists for
544 points. The second-round selection in the 2001 NHL Entry Draft (49th
overall) by the Los Angeles Kings has also tallied another 17 goals and 15
assists in the playoffs.

Last season the now 33-year-old left-winger, who at times plays centre,
finished second in team scoring with 27 goals and 15 assists in just 68
games. Despite being just 5’9” and weighing 190 lbs., he is described by
teammates and opposition players as “playing big.” As well as being a
King, Mike has played with the Flames, Canadiens, and is now entering his
second season as a Devil in New Jersey after having signed a five-year $25
million contract.

Mike, who is a University of Michigan grad, is the son of a Jewish moth-
er, Ruth, and a Sicilian father. He has one sister, Melanie, plus his maternal
grandparents, who are Holocaust survivors from Poland and
Czechoslovakia.

Left-winger ERIC NYSTROM, 33 – the former first-round selection,
10th overall, in the 2002 NHL Draft by the Calgary Flames was signed in
2013 by the Nashville Predators to a four-year $10-million pact. For the
more mature hockey zealots, Eric is the son of Bob Nystrom, an NHL
standout who hails from Sweden but grew up in Hinton, Alberta. He played
900 games and spent 14 consecutive campaigns (1972-86) with the New
York Islanders. Dad can also lay claim to having been a forward with the
team when they won four consecutive Stanley Cups (1980-83) under head
coach Al Arbour, who passed away on August 28th

Eric, who is expected to be on Nashville’s third line at LW in 2015-16,
potted seven goals along with five helpers in 60 games last season. He was
raised Yiddish and had a bar mitzvah, since he has a Jewish mother. His dad
Bob, a strong believer in Tzedakah, is very charitable minded and also
taught his son the importance of giving to worthy causes. The 6’1” Eric,
who weighs in at 193 lbs, has played in 547 games, scoring 68 goals and
adding 48 assists.

JASON DEMERS is no longer a Shark. Following a close to five-year
stint with San Jose, the highly sought-after defenceman now wears a Dallas
uniform. On November 21, 2014, just 20 games into the season, he was
acquired by Stars’ GM Jim Nill, along with a third round 2016 third-round
selection, for defenceman Brenden Dillon. The 6’1”, 195 lb Demers, a
native of Dorval, Quebec, was originally selected by San Jose in the sev-
enth round (186th overall) in 2008.

I learned that young Demers had a Jewish background when he partici-
pated in hockey at the Maccabiah Games in Israel. According to author Bob
Wechsler, who wrote “Day by Day in Jewish Sports History”, Jason has a
Jewish mother. Last season the right-handed shooting defenceman com-
bined for five goals and 20 assists between both the Stars and Sharks. 

It seems as if Minnesota Wild left-winger JASON ZUCKER has finally
arrived. The University of Denver grad, who was drafted in the second
round (59th overall) in 2010, had a break-out season in 2014-15 when, in
only 51 games, due to injuries, he scored 21 goals and added five assists.
The year previous he played in only 21 games with the parent club and
managed but four goals and one assist. The former US National Under-18
Team member is only 23 and it appears he’ll be on the Wild’s third line this
season. The 5’11” and 180 lb. skater is a resident of Newport Beach,
California and his calling card is speed and toughness.

Enforcer MIKE BROWN is only 30 years of age and is still hanging
around in pro hockey. He hails from Chicago, Illinois and, if his name
sounds familiar, it’s because he played in 189 games with the AHL
Manitoba Moose from 2005-2008. As of late September, the right-winger is
still in the camp of the San Jose Sharks. He doesn’t score much, unless it’s
with a right cross and an uppercut. In 349 NHL games with the Canucks,
Ducks, Leafs, Oilers and Sharks, Brown has a grand total of 17 goals and 14
assists. His most outstanding statistic, of course, is 688 minutes in the bad-
boy box. Last season in San Jose he was only used in 12 games.

Boston University grad, defenceman DAVID WARSOFSKY, 25, after
playing in the Boston Bruins chain since the 2010-11 season – mainly with
the AHL Providence Reds (230 games) and 10 with the Bruins, is now in
the camp of the Pittsburgh Penguins.

The former United States National Under-18 Team member, who also played
three years at Boston U, is 5’8” and 170 lbs. The left-handed shooter was orig-
inally drafted in the fourth round (#95th) by the St. Louis Blues in 2008.

ETHAN WEREK, 24, of Markham, Ontario played his junior hockey
mainly with the Kingston Frontenacs. The lanky 6’2” centre is a 2009 sec-
ond-round pick of the New York Rangers, but ended up in the Coyotes
organization, which signed him to a three-year entry level pact in 2011.
Ethan, after three years with Phoenix’s AHL farm team in Portland, where
he played in 182 games and compiled 25 goals and 31 helpers, spent last
season with the Providence Reds where, in 53 games, he managed 8 goals
and 12 assists.

Local lad BRENDAN LEIPSIC, 21, the former Western Hockey League
scoring sensation with the Portland Winterhawks, who was a 2012 draftee
of the Nashville Predators (third round and 89th overall) was swapped to
the Toronto Maple Leafs back in February. In 2014-2015 the speedy left-
winger played in the AHL with the Milwaukee Admirals (Nashville’s No.
1 farm team ) where, in 47 games, he scored 7 goals and set up 28 more.
The Winnipegger finished last season with the Leaf’s AHL franchise and
recorded 7 goals and 12 helpers with the Marlies. Not bad numbers for a
combined output of 14 goals and 40 assists.

Brendan reported to the Leafs’ training camp a few weeks ago, along with
another 65 hopefuls, and on September 23rd was sent back to the Marlies
for further seasoning.

The Hockey News ranks Brendan as one of the Maple Leafs top 10
prospects in this, the beginning of Toronto’s rebuilding year. I read else-
where that Brendan is an outstanding playmaker and could easily give a
clinic on the art of passing. Good luck, Leipsic!

The Leafs have another prospect of note in ZACH HYMAN, a 6’1”, 205
lb right-winger who is, at present, in the camp of the Leafs. The Toronto-
born forward was chosen by the Florida Panthers in the fifth round (123rd)
of the 2010 NHL draft and was swapped to Toronto for forward Greg
McKegg. In his last of three years in the Ontario Junior Hockey League,
Zach recorded 102 points in 43 games, consisting of 42 goals and 60 assists
with the Hamilton Red Wing. Hyman continued his hockey odyssey with
four years at the U of Michigan and was a First Team All-American and
First Team All-Big Ten last season as the scoring leader. Zach was also in
the top ten in initial voting for the Hobey Baker Award, which eventually
went to Jack Eichel, who was recently the second overall selection by
Buffalo in the NHL draft behind Connor McDavid.

And so it goes……for now.
The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers

football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.
Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to

Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

Brendan Leipsic: a Maple Leaf prospect in a Toronto Marlies uni-
form – (the #1 farm team of the Toronto Maple Leafs)

Leafs’ prospect Zach Hyman in his University of Michigan uniform.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN



What Jewish schools are teaching in sex ed 
By SUZANNE POLLAK 

ROCKVILLE, Md. (Washington Jewish Week via JTA) – Just
because Judaism permits sex only within the confines of marriage doesn’t
mean Jewish day schools aren’t teaching how to put a condom on or what
sexually transmitted diseases are.

While abstinence and Jewish law are taught in Jewish day school class-
es, so are the reproduction system, menstrual cycles and sexual relation-
ships.

At some Jewish high schools, students learn about birth control, homo-
sexuality and date rape. Students at Milken Community Schools in Los
Angeles receive some of their sexual education from a representative of
Planned Parenthood.

“Can you imagine sending kids off without this kind of information? It
would not be good,” said Roslyn Landy, dean of students and interim prin-
cipal at Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School in Rockville.

In the independent Jewish day school’s human development class, which
students take in either ninth or tenth grade, students learn about sexuality,
intimate relationships, pregnancy and parenthood, birth control, homosex-
uality, sexually transmitted diseases and protection against AIDS. The class
also covers communications, nutrition, drugs and alcohol and emotional
issues, Landy said.

During their senior year, students take a human development course,
which includes sex education. Date rape and how to put a condom on a
banana are some of the topics of study.

The message from the school is “don’t try it,” Landy said of sexual inter-
course. But, she said, “We also know the kids do it. We know our students
are engaging in this act, and we have to keep them safe.”

The focus of the sex ed classes at Milken Community Schools in Los
Angeles is “making smart choices for the individual,” said Whitney Fisch,
director of counseling.

The ninth-grade health curriculum at the school deals with sex ed and
features a guest educator from Planned Parenthood, Fisch said. Students
also learn how to put on a condom.

In 11th grade, students are placed in small groups that meet twice a week.
There they learn about making healthy choices, setting boundaries and pos-
itive relationships, Fisch said, adding that abstinence is not stressed in the
classes.

At the Orthodox Melvin J. Berman Academy in Rockville, “It’s a pretty
open conversation. The students get to ask any questions,” said Joshua
Levisohn, the headmaster, describing some of the queries as “pretty unin-
hibited.”

Sometimes the students’ concerns are based in fact, he said, and some-
times they are about what the student has heard. He believes it is important
to let students know that even if they are doing something that the school
and Jewish law frowns upon, “We are not going to shun you for it.”

The Rockville school begins its sex ed program in fifth grade with a basic
health class taught by both a nurse and a teacher.

“It’s about their changing bodies,” Levisohn said. Starting in sixth grade,
with classes every other year, students are separated by gender.

Berman Academy students take a healthy living class, which was devel-
oped by Yocheved Debow, author of “Talking about Intimacy and
Sexuality: A Guide for Orthodox Jewish Parents.” Sexuality, how boys and
girls relate to each other, students’ concerns about their bodies and Jewish
law are discussed in the two-hour class that meets four times.

While Levisohn described the class as “nonjudgmental,” he said the stu-
dents are definitely told that sex before marriage is unacceptable.

“The explicit message from us is abstinence,” but that is not the main
thrust of the classes, he said, adding, “We try not to be preachy.”

At the Abraham Joshua Heschel Day School in Northridge, California,
which was founded in 1972 with the support of Conservative and Reform
rabbis, the goal is to teach students “understanding, tolerance, passion and
compassion,” said Kathy Reynolds, a science teacher there.

Heschel Day School goes to the eighth grade. In fifth grade, the students
learn about the male and female anatomy, hormones and menstruation in a
coeducational setting.

Two years later, the subjects are discussed again, but more on an emo-
tional level, said Reynolds, who teaches the fifth-grade program. Boys are
told that their female classmates can be “on an emotional roller coaster”
during menstruation, he said. “Bring them flowers, chocolate, a cup of tea.
Don’t walk away.”

“We do address how you get pregnant,” Reynolds said. “When the kids
ask questions, we do answer them.”

Nationwide, 22 states and the District of Columbia require sex and HIV
education.
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JFM Luncheon to feature
Winnipeg Foundation CEO

Rick Frost, Chief Executive Officer of the Winnipeg Foundation,
will be the keynote speaker at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba’s
40th Annual Luncheon on October 29. His topic is “Sustaining Our
Culture of Generosity.”

“There are few people in Canada who understand the role of philan-
thropy in advancing community well-being the way Rick does,” said
Marsha Cowan, CEO of the JFM. “We have learned much from him
and we are deeply honoured to have him as our keynote speaker. He’s
an innovator and a true community leader.”

Prior to becoming the Winnipeg Foundation’s CEO in 1997, Frost
worked for 25 years in public administration as the Chief
Administrative Officer of the Regional Municipality of Peel and as
Winnipeg’s Chief Commissioner. He holds a Master of Arts (History)
degree from McMaster University, a Master of Public Administration
degree from Queen’s University, and Honorary Doctorates from the
Universities of Winnipeg and Manitoba. He currently serves on the
Premier’s Economic Advisory Council.

Frost has served on the boards of the Winnipeg Regional Health
Authority, CancerCare Manitoba Foundation, The Associates – Asper
School of Business, and Dorais Charities. He is also Past Chair of
Community Foundations of Canada, a national membership organiza-
tion serving Canada’s 190+ community foundations. 

“Our tradition is to invite speakers who look at the community and
the world in thought-provoking ways,” said Cowan. “Rick Frost is
indeed such a speaker. He is a visionary in every sense of the word.”

Tickets are available through the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
office.

Just because Judaism permits sex only within the
confines of marriage doesn’t mean Jewish day

schools aren’t teaching how to put a condom on or
what sexually transmitted diseases are.



By GAVIN RABINOWITZ
LESBOS, Greece (JTA) – As the small rubber dinghy crowded with

Syrians and Afghans emerged from the midnight-black sea to land on a deso-
late pebble beach, the first people to greet the bewildered and frightened
refugees were two Israelis.

“Does anyone need a doctor?” Majeda Kardosh, 27, a nurse from Nazareth,
shouted repeatedly in Arabic as the asylum seekers scrambled ashore amid
cries of celebration and tears of relief at surviving the short but perilous cross-
ing from Turkey to this Greek island.

Her team partner, Tali Shaltiel, 31, a physician from Jerusalem, stood knee
deep in the water, helping a shivering 4-year-old girl out of her wet clothes and
a pair of inflatable armbands that would have provided little protection had the
overloaded boat capsized at sea.

Kardosh and Shaltiel are part of a small advance group of volunteers from
IsraAid, an Israeli nongovernmental organization that is trying to provide
some assistance to the hundreds of thousands of refugees and migrants who
are flowing into Europe.

While IsraAid has plenty of experience in disaster relief and assistance in 31
countries – from the 2011 earthquake and tsunami in Japan to the Ebola out-
break in West Africa – this mission presents a unique challenge: The benefi-
ciaries come from countries that are traditionally hostile, or even officially still
at war, with Israel.

But for Shaltiel, that’s unimportant.
“You are meeting fellow human beings,” she said. “You see agony and pain,

you see a need, then what does it matter where the person is from.
“In the end you hope that the human contact will bring us forward,” added

Shaltiel, who also volunteered for the IsraAid mission in South Sudan. 
But she does acknowledge that for the Syrians, Iraqis, Afghans and

Pakistanis – who make up the vast majority of those arriving – having Israelis
as a first contact in Europe can be unexpected and unnerving.

“We try to find a balance,” Shaltiel said. “On the one hand, we are wearing
IsraAid shirts and speaking most of the time in Hebrew to each other. But,
ultimately, you just want people to get help, you don’t want to put up barriers
to that.”

Plus, in reality, even though the Israelis are wearing bright blue Stars of
David on their shirts, most of the refugees don’t even notice amid the chaos
and tumult of emotions of the landing beaches, said Kardosh, who does most
of the communicating with them in Arabic. 

Among those who recognize the T-shirts, most have a positive response –
although some are resistant. One man who was receiving treatment from
Shaltiel kept asking Kardosh, “Tell me the truth, is she a Jew?”

“I tried to ignore him, but he persisted. Eventually I said to him, ‘She is here
to help you, what does it matter who she is?’” Kardosh said. “After about 10
minutes he came back and offered Tali a biscuit and apologized.”

Another issue for IsraAid has been finding Arabic-speaking personnel who
can communicate with the refugees. That’s particularly important for the sec-
ond part of IsraAid’s mission, which is providing psychological first-aid to
those who have experienced trauma.

One IsraAid volunteer social worker spent Saturday providing support to
the family of a 5-year-old girl who drowned on the crossing. Another team
was on the island of Rhodes assisting survivors from a boat that sank, killing
34, including 15 infants and children.

“We are working in complicated conditions and our Arabic speakers have
that experience of working in difficult situations,” said Naama Gorodischer,
IsraAid’s global programs manager.

Still, it’s a challenge for those who have never done field work before.
“Usually I’m dressed in heels and a skirt with my regular shift and going to

the gym four times a week,” said Kardosh, who is also a lecturer at the
Schoenbrunn Nursing School at Tel Aviv University. 

“Now I’m here,” she said, pointing at the beach strewn with deflated
dinghies, hundreds of life jackets, lost shoes and trash – the debris of thou-
sands of journeys.

At the moment, the main aim of the team is to assess the needs of the
refugees and find gaps in the services provided by the overwhelmed Greek
authorities and other volunteer groups.

IsraAid plans to expand the medical teams and eventually establish a mobile
clinic that will provide emergency care for new arrivals on the beaches. It will
also expand the psycho-social help to bases in the registration and refugee
camps that have been set up.

The NGO also has volunteers providing assistance on the Croatia-Hungary
border. Eventually IsraAid plans to be in final-destination countries, like
Germany, where they hope to help with refugee rehabilitation.

“The aim is to have a presence as an organization along the entire journey,”
Gorodischer said.

On the beach in Lesbos, the work goes beyond the medical. When she is fin-
ished dealing with the hypothermia, dehydration, wounds and illnesses of the
travelers, Shaltiel gathers some of the refugees to explain their situation to
them.

Most have only a vague idea of which country they are in, or that they are
on an island and not the mainland. None realize that their landing spot is still
a grueling 40-mile walk from the registration camps.

“It’s safer to stay here during the night and start your walk in the morning,”
she tells them, giving them a map made by the IsraAid team with instructions

written in Arabic.
The volunteers look to assist in any way they can.
“The situation is chaotic, you don’t always know what you need in the

beginning, so we keep looking for ways to help, to see what’s needed,” said
Boaz Arad, a volunteer who was documenting IsraAid activities and also
organizing the logistics and transportation.

After finding hundreds of people sleeping in the open along the road,
IsraAid volunteers bought sleeping bags to distribute to families with children.
They were also waiting for a shipment of donated baby carriers from Israel.

The American Jewish Committee said it was increasing funding to IsraAid,
which is also supported by other American Jewish groups and the Israeli gov-
ernment.
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How Israeli volunteers on the ground in Europe are helping Syrian refugees

A dinghy carrying refugees arriving at a beach on the island of Lesbos
in northern Greece. (Boaz Arad/IsraAid)



The Rady JCC is pleased to present the sixth annual Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture. This
year’s Festival will feature local and world-renowned musicians, award-winning authors, films, a
special  ceramics exhibit and sale plus the annual Jewish Book Fair all showcasing the best of Jewish
culture. “This year the Rady JCC is thrilled to showcase the best of Jewish arts and culture from
local to international musicians and authors as well as compelling and award winning-films. This
is sure to be one of the most entertaining Tarbut Festivals yet,” says Tamar Barr Rady JCC’s
Assistant Executive Director. 

Tarbut’s diverse 2015 line-up includes:

Saturday November 14, 8:00 pm
Ron Paley & Friends
The Best of Neil, Billy, Barry and Bette

Led by Ron Paley on piano, with Rob Siwik, drums, Julian Bradford, bass, and Lisa Bell, Curtis
Newton, and Keith Macpherson on vocals; this concert will kick off the 2015 Tarbut: Festival of
Jewish Culture.  Featuring the music of Neil Diamond,  Neil Sedaka, Billy Joel, Barry Manilow,
Bette Midler, and more, this concert is a don’t miss tribute to famous Jewish singers in pop and rock
history.

Sunday, November 15, 7:30 p.m.
Ambassador Dennis Ross
Doomed to Succeed:  The US-Israeli Relationship from Truman to Obama

For more than twelve years, Ambassador Dennis Ross played a leading role in shaping U.S.
involvement in the Middle East peace process and dealing directly with the parties in negotiations.
A highly skilled diplomat, Ambassador Ross was U.S. point man on the peace process in both the

George H. W. Bush and Bill Clinton administrations. He was instrumental in assisting Israelis and
Palestinians to reach the 1995 Interim Agreement; he also successfully brokered the 1997 Hebron
Accord, facilitated the 1994 Israel-Jordan peace treaty, and intensively worked to bring Israel and
Syria together.  His latest book Doomed to Succeed:  The US-Israeli Relationship from Truman to
Obama explores the attitudes and approach of every president toward Israel and the Middle East, It
highlights the lessons that should have been learned and were not, and what the implications are for
US policy toward Israel and the region today.

Monday, November 16, 7:30 p.m.
Dough 

Widowed and down on his luck, Nat Dayan is desperate to save his London bake shop. His cus-
tomers are dying off, his sons have no interest in keeping afloat the family business, and hostile busi-
nessman Sam Cotton has his own greedy plans for the property. In a pinch, Nat reluctantly enlists
the help of teenager Ayyash a refugee from Darfur. The Muslim boy assists with the bakery’s daily
chores, while selling cannabis on the side to help his struggling mother. When Ayyash one day acci-
dentally drops his stash into the dough, the challah starts flying off the shelf, and an unlikely friend-
ship forms between the old Jewish baker and his young Muslim apprentice. Dough is a warmheart-
ed and gently humorous film about overcoming prejudice and finding redemption in unexpected
places. (UK, 2014). 

Tuesday, November 17, 7:30 p.m.
Hunting Elephants
Latzud Pilim

Sir Patrick Stewart and an impressive cast of Israeli top talent give hilarious comic turns in
Hunting Elephants, a laugh-out-loud bank heist caper and coming-of-age film. Twelve year old

Jonathan is forced to cope with losing his father at a fatal accident at
work, while preventing his clueless mother from falling into the arms
of the wrong man in order to save them from losing their house. With
the help of his cranky grandfather Eliyahu, Eliyahu’s wily friend
Nick, and a disgraced, eccentric British Lord, Jonathan comes up with
a crazy plan that will help save his family, while getting even with his
father’s sleazy former boss. Both hilarious and heart-warming,
Hunting Elephants is a truly special film that has won over audiences
worldwide. (Israel, 2014). Hebrew, with English subtitles

Wednesday, November 18, 7:30 p.m.
Nomi Eve
Henna House 

An evocative and stirring novel about a young woman living in the
fascinating and rarely portrayed community of Yemenite Jews of the
mid-twentieth century, from the acclaimed author of The Family
Orchard.   In Henna House Eve explores the rich traditions and cus-
toms of the now forgotten and once vibrant community of Yemenite
Jews with spirit and warmth. The story has become viral among book
clubs-Nomi has attended over 125 book clubs this year. The Family
Orchard, which was a Book-of-the-Month Club’s main selection and
was nominated for a National Jewish Book Award. Eve has an MFA
in fiction writing from Brown University and has worked as a free-
lance book reviewer for The Village Voice and New York Newsday.

Thursday, November 19, 7:30 p.m.
Baladino
Ladino Music of Spain

Direct from Israel, this Mediterranean folk band of five musicians
performs in Ladino, the language of Sephardic Jews of Spain prior to
1492. The name BALADINO comes from ”Baladi” which means
“land” in Arabic, and “Ladino” which refers to both the language and
the culture of Sephardic Jews who lived in Spain up until the 15th
century. After the expulsion of the Jews from Spain in 1492, the
Ladino tradition was cherished and is still active in various commu-
nities to this day. Baladino’s modern take on this music emphasizes
the multiplicity embedded in Israeli culture. With stunning vocals,
unexpected instruments, and a pitch-perfect sense of arrangement,
Baladino’s songs form a jumping-off point for instrumental improvi-
sations driven by Mediterranean-Gypsy grooves.

Saturday November 21, 8:00 pm 
Pharaoh’s Daughter
Jewish World Music with an Edge…

Growing up in a Hasidic community, Basya Schechter heard music
all around her—not rock music—but religious nigguns, or tunes. In
1998, Basya formed the seven- piece band 

Pharaoh’s Daughter, which transforms spiritual prayers and poems
into lush, epic music.  In her newest album release, Dumiya,
Schechter returns to the religious songs she heard growing up.  This
band from New York creates swirling Hassidic chants, Mizrachi folk-
rock with an edgy sensuality.  “Best Middle East Peace Plan…”
(Village Voice)

Sunday, November 22, 11:00 a.m.  
David Matas
Why Did You Do That? The Autobiography of a Human Rights
Advocate

David Matas is an international human rights lawyer based in
Winnipeg. In the course of his career, he has argued nineteen different
human rights cases in the Supreme Court of Canada. Mr. Matas has
been active in a number of international human rights non-govern-
mental organizations, including Amnesty International, Human
Rights Watch, B’nai Brith, the International Commission of Jurists
and the International Helsinki Human Rights Federation. The recipi-
ent of many awards and honours, with David Kilgour, he was nomi-
nated for the Nobel Peace Prize.

Sunday, November 22, 3:00 p.m.
Danita Dubinsky Aziza
Finding Home: A Journey of Life Lessons in the land of Israel  

Danita Dubinsky Aziza is a third generation Canadian who, in
2008, along with her husband, three teenage children and family pet,
left her comfy cozy life in Winnipeg, Canada to pursue a lifelong
dream of living in Israel. Danita documented her trials of integration
in the form of life lessons to provide an appreciation of daily life with-
in Israeli culture and to demonstrate that meeting challenges can pro-
vide enormous opportunity for personal growth. Some of her writings
were initially published by a Western Canadian online newspaper and
were so well received that she went on to self-publish Finding Home:
A Journey of Life Lessons in the land of Israel.

The Rady JCC acknowledges the generous support of the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba, The Consulate General of Israel, Rabbi
Rappaport Education and Lecture Series Trust, Marjorie Blankstein,
Jewish Post and News, the Winnipeg Free Press and Viscount Gort.
All the programming will take place at the Berney Theatre at the
Asper Jewish Community Campus. For tickets or information contact
the Rady JCC at (204) 477-7410 or www.radyjcc.com
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Rady JCC’s Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture 
Returns November 14-22 Showcasing the Best of Jewish Culture 


