
By BERNIE
BELLAN

In my short
takes column
last issue I
referred sev-
eral times to
the Simkin
Centre.

Some of the
points I made
were in error,
while others
deserve some
clarification.

I was asked to meet with
Simkin Centre CEO Laurie
Cerqueti (who has been in
that position since January
of this year) and Simkin
Centre Board Chair Selma
Gilfix. During that meeting
both Cerqueti and Gilfix
said they wish to clarify
certain points and correct
mistakes that I had appar-
ently made.

With reference to the
Simkin Centre budget, I
wrote that it was $13.5 mil-

lion. I based that fig-
ure on the Simkin

Centre’s own website.
However, I am now
informed by Laurie
Cerqueti, CEO of the
Simkin Centre, that the
centre’s budget is actually
closer to $15 million (and
that the website needs to be
updated).

Cerqueti, though, point-
ed out that even though the
Simkin Centre’s budget
has increased since that

Operation Ezra helps Yazidi families to grow enough vegetables to feed 52 families -
and to run a very successful pop-up vegetable stand in front of the campus

Thanks to the combined efforts of Yazidis who have settled in Manitoba,
along with volunteers from Operation Ezra, and the very generous assis-
tance of Bo Wohlers, owner of Shelmerdine Nursery, over eight acres of
vegetables that had been seeded on a farm that had not been in use in the
St. Francois Xavier area produced a bumper crop of  33 dif-
ferent kinds of vegetables this summer. The first vegetables
were picked Sunday, August 18 by some 35 members of
Yazidi families along with volunteers from Operation Ezra.

The vegetables picked that day were sufficient to provide
vegetables for 52 different Yazidi families that have arrived
to Manitoba as refugees since 2014, which was when mem-
bers of ISIS either massacred Yazidis living in northern Iraq
or forced them to flee to Mt. Sinjar.  

Beginning the third week of August a pop-up vegetable
stand began operations in front of the Asper Campus every
weekday. The results were so successful that the stand has
continued to operate, also for one day (Sunday, August 25)
at the Simkin Centre. Proceeds from sales will be used to
plant vegerables again on even more acreage next spring,
also donated by Shelmerdine Nursery.

According to Nafiya Nasso, spokesperson for the Canadian Yazidi
Association, “We will be running the market until end of September (ish)
Tuesday-Friday from 8am-2pm at the Rady. All the funds will be going
towards a bigger farming project next year!”
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Clarifications
and corrections

re Simkin
Centre

By BERNIE
BELLAN

In our August 22
issue I wrote about
the “bureaucratiza-
tion” of Jewish
agencies in Winni-
peg, noting how
many agencies
which used to rely
on volunteers have
now become very
large institutions –
and have in some
cases greatly
expanded their roles.

Of those agencies, one in particular stands
out for me: Jewish Child and Family Service.
Over the years that I have been covering
Jewish Child and Family Service, I have
noted that it has come to take on an ever-
increasing workload. Although the Jewish
population of Winnipeg has either remained
stagnant – despite a large-scale influx of new-
comers, particularly from Israel and
Argentina, or has actually declined (accord-
ing to both the most recent census, which was
conducted in 2016, and the more comprehen-
sive National Household Survey, which was
conducted in 2011), Jewish Child and Family
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Some of the Yazidis who harvest-
ed vegetables on  land near St.
Francois Xavier on Sunday,
August 18

The pop-up vegetable stand at the Asper
Campus, which opened August 20, and which
will keep running until the end of September

JCFS facing growth in
demand for services -
urgently needs new 

office space



figure was posted, it has been run-
ning deficits for each of the past

three years. The primary factor, she explained, has been a cut in the bud-
gets for all Personal Care Homes in the province since 2016, as well as ris-
ing costs for such necessities as food, supplies, water, gas, hydro, and prop-
erty taxes.

At the same time, however, Cerqueti did point out that the Province of
Manitoba currently provides 66% of the operating budget for the Simkin
Centre. Thirty-one per cent of the funding comes from the residents them-
selves, while the remaining three per cent comes from grants and donations. 

Cerqueti explained that all Simkin Centre residents are required to pay at
least a minimal rate for their care. Daily rates currently range from
$38.75/day, she said, to a maximum of $90.65. She added that these rates
are set by the province and are subject to change on an annual basis.

Several individuals who had read my column also asked me to clarify my
statement that four beneficiary agencies alone of the Jewish Federation
have combined spending of $31 million. By no means did I intend to sug-
gest that $31 million is supplied by the Jewish Federation. In fact, while the
Jewish Federation does allot quite a bit of money to its 12 beneficiary agen-
cies, the allotment to the Simkin Centre for the 2019/20 year is only
$12,309 – something I made note of in our August 22 issue. (The Simkin
Centre had asked for an allotment of $60,000.)

I did ask Cerqueti and Gilfix about the endowment managed by the
Jewish Foundation for the Simkin Centre. I also asked about the money that
the Simkin Centre had received for the sale of a parcel of land adjoining the
Simkin Centre, which is in the process of being developed by a corporation
known as Brightwater.

Both Gilfix and Cerqueti were clear in saying that interest from the
endowment is being used to provide services to Simkin Centre residents
that are not covered by the province, including: security, spiritual care,
recreation, and the Garden Café. 

The final point – and perhaps the most important point about which I was
wrong, was my statement that the Simkin Centre is required to admit a cer-
tain proportion of non-Jewish residents. I wrote that the Simkin Centre is
required to keep 20% of its beds available to non-Jewish residents. (That
assertion was based on information I had been previously given, apparent-
ly in error.)

On that point both Cerqueti and Gilfix stated emphatically that I was
quite wrong and that there is absolutely no requirement to maintain a cer-
tain number of beds for non-Jewish residents. In fact, I was told, if both a
Jewish individual and a non-Jewish individual are waiting for a bed at the
Simkin Centre, priority will always be given to the Jewish individual.

I asked, however, how many of the current residents at the Simkin Centre
are, in fact, not Jewish. The answer, I was told, is “36%”. That goes to sup-
port my observation that the proportion of non-Jewish residents in the
Simkin Centre has been rising, which is a reflection of more Jewish seniors
living in other types of seniors’ residences than it is anything else.

One final point of discussion that I had with Cerqueti and Gilfix was over
the question of average wait times for someone seeking to gain admission to
the Simkin Centre. Currently, I was told, the wait time for a Jewish applicant
to gain admission to the Simkin Centre can be as little as 24 hours to a cou-
ple of months, with the current average wait one-three weeks. For a non-
Jewish applicant, the wait time is typically much longer: from 10-14 months.

Continued from previous page.
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March of the Living 2020
Information Evening

Are you a student in Grade 10, 11, or 12? On Monday, September 16
there will be an information evening for the 2020 March of the Living
program, where you will learn about how you can become a part of this
enlightening once-in-a-lifetime experience.

Since 1988, March of the Living has provided the opportunity for
Jewish high school students to travel to Poland and Israel, learning the
lessons of the Holocaust and leading the Jewish people into the future,
vowing “never again”.

In Poland, the March takes place on Holocaust Remembrance Day
when thousands of students march together the 3-kilometer distance
separating Auschwitz from Birkenau. In Israel, participants celebrate
the anniversary of Israel on Independence Day together with other
young people from Israel and other parts of the world.

We invite you to join us for what will be an enlightening evening, in
the hopes that you will join us on the 2020 March of the Living pro-
gram.

The information evening will be held on Monday, September 16
at 7:00 pm in the Adult Lounge of the Asper Jewish Community
Centre.
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Service has seen its budget consis-
tently grown over the years, along
with the types of services it now
delivers.

As a result, I asked Al Benarroch,
who has been executive director of Jewish Child and Family Service for the
past five years, whether he would be willing to sit down and discuss what
has been driving the growth in requests for service from Jewish Child and
Family Service.

Before I get into that interview, I wanted to highlight some key moments
in JCFS history that provide some background as to how JCFS has grown.
The following is taken from a History of JCFS on the JCFS website:

1951 – The United Hebrew Social Service Bureau is renamed the Jewish
Family Service Bureau of Winnipeg. It then merges with the Jewish
Children’s Home and becomes JEWISH CHILD AND FAMILY SER-
VICE.

1952 - JEWISH CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICE is incorporated as a
Children’s Aid Society for the care of Jewish children in the Province of
Manitoba.

1963 – JCFS establishes Chevrah, its first residential group home for
boys.

1966-1968 - JCFS offers support to a new wave of Jewish immigrants to
Winnipeg, among them Moroccans, Israelis, and Czechoslovakians fleeing
their country’s uprising. 

1970’s - JCFS expands its counselling, financial assistance and home-
maker services, which evolve into specialized services for the elderly and
the establishment of the Older Adult Services department.

1975-1981 – JCFS helps 1,200 Jewish immigrants from the Soviet Union
resettle in Winnipeg.

1982 – JCFS establishes a volunteer program, for the first time in its his-
tory permitting non-professionals to become involved with clients.

1990 - JCFS creates a Homemaker Registry for clients in need of care-
giving and domestic services. JCFS assumes responsibility for the Jewish
community chaplain, a position jointly funded by the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg and the WRHA.

2000 – The agency closes the Chevrah group home and expands its
Foster Care program to better meet the needs of its young clientele. JCFS
launches the Jewish Community Volunteer Bureau’s HOURS TO SHARE
initiative, funded by the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

2001 – JCFS creates a Domestic Violence Task Force after identifying a
need for support services for survivors of domestic violence 

2003 - JCFS introduces COVER OUR KIDS WITH CARE in support of
Jewish children in foster care, and creates special tribute cards to support
the initiative. JCFS establishes the ASPER HELPING HAND interest-free
loan program.

2007 - JCFS establishes the JACS program to help Jews in recovery from
addictions.

2009 - JCFS begins offering employment services for new immigrants,
incorporating the initiative into its Resettlement and Integration depart-
ment.

2014 - JCFS spearheads “Opening the Door: Conversations about
Addiction,” a two day conference addressing issues related to addictions,

treatment and recovery.
Al Benarroch is
appointed JCFS
Executive Director. 

2015 - JCFS assumes
a leadership role in a
community-wide initia-
tive to rescue and reset-
tle Yazidi refugees in
Winnipeg.

The total budget for
JCFS in the 2017/18
fiscal year was
$3,250,000. There are
over 40 staff – either
full or part-time, work-
ing at JCFS. The situa-
tion now is such that
JCFS is desperately in
need of more office
space – something that
was discussed at length
during my interview
with Al Benarroch.

I began by  noting
that in the JCFS’s most
recent annual report, it
noted that it had an
impact on 5,8000
Winnipeggers in the
2017/18 fiscal year. I

asked Benarroch whether anything, in particular, has been driving the
growth of JCFS in recent years?

Benarroch: The main area (of growth) would be Operation Ezra num-
bers. We’re dealing with almost 200 Yazidi refugees – it’s about 40-45 fam-
ilies. That’s a new blip for us – since the whole initiative started in 2014-
2015.

We started receiving federal funding (to provide services for Yazidi
refugees). One of the things our board discussed is that we would start part-
nering with Operation Ezra, but it can’t cost us community dollars. It has
to be a cost-neutral initiative for JCFS. We will provide our expertise and
our staffing know-how.

I asked what else would be driving the growth in JCFS?
Benarroch: Our counseling program is the biggest provider of services.
JP&N: Does the counseling program cater to non-Jews as well?
Benarroch: It caters to anybody – not that our other services are “faith-

based”.
It’s a 50-minute therapy hour – the same as any other counseling pro-

gram, whether it’s a psychologist or social worker, at any other kind of clin-
ic. You come in, you pay your sliding scale fees – anywhere from $10-65
– it’s the best deal in town.

JP&N: Is that also offset by WRHA funds?
Benarroch: United Way funding was always attached to that core pro-

gram for decades. About five years ago – around the time I took over,
United Way took a look at their funding and said: “We’re not just going to
fund the one specific program. Here, put it into your core programming. So
really now it goes into the ‘pushka’ (Yiddish for the little can into which
people used to toss coins for charity), like the way it is for (Jewish)
Federation funds. That’s how all those services that are not immigration or
child welfare get funded.

JP&N: Is the addictions program part of that blanket funding then?
Benarroch: Addictions is part of it. It’s part of the almost $800,000 the

Federation gives. We got about $200,000 from the United Way. It was
about a 3% bump – they also had a very good year.

Those two together – then we take all the funds that come in from our
endowment, various donors.

JP&N: My point in asking all these questions about funding and growth
in the JCFS is to show that Jewish agencies have matured and grown and
that as they’ve developed, they offer services that are available to the non-
Jewish community – sometimes on a fee basis, sometimes not.

Benarroch: I’d say you’d have to do an analysis on an agency-by-agency
basis. We haven’t gone down that road yet. 

JP&N: But if someone walks through the door, you don’t necessarily ask
them if they’re Jewish.

Benarroch: Correct, but it depends on the program. (Benarroch then
went into a detailed explanation how JCFS was forced to deal with the
question: “Can it ask a client if he or she is Jewish?” He noted that when
the Jewish Child and Family Service Act was actually rewritten in 2012 –
and it is an act of the Manitoba Legislature, “it very specifically says that
we exist in order to provide services to people of the Jewish faith. By virtue
of the fact that we have a piece of legislation that prescribes us to be able
to do that, we have a right to ask people: ‘Are you Jewish?’ “

So, we look at it from the perspective that we’re accountable to the
Jewish community for Jewish community dollars. We won’t turn people
away. We will always provide them with another resources if we can’t pro-
vide them with that resource.

We’re always balancing that with opening the floodgates. 

Benarroch proceeded to describe something that happened when the
“current” (PC) government came in. “There were cuts in health care. We
started to get referrals. There were cases coming from the WRHA mental
health system. There were workers who were calling; there were family
members who were calling. 

“We were getting this barrage of cases at the time. They were not coun-
seling appropriate. These were chronic, chronic mental health cases – psy-
chiatric issues that require more intensive case management – and yet, they
were being referred to us. We speculated at the time that what was hap-
pening in the system was that the system was being starved for
resources…so the workers out there were wondering: ‘What are we going
to do for our clients?’ and they began to farm them out to agencies like
ours. We’re only funded very little by the WRHA – about $45,000 – for
mental health.”

JP&N: So, what did you do?
Benarroch: We would at least “triage” and then it’s Catch 22. We would

kick them back to that system because if we apply the band-aid, then it gets
the system off the hook for having to provide the resources.

JP&N: Did that blip eventually diminish?
Benarroch: I haven’t checked the last year, but I haven’t heard that

we’ve been getting a lot of these cases.

JP&N: Setting aside the cases coming from the non-Jewish community
though, I’ve been attending JCFS annual general meetings for so many
years now and the trend of
seeing increased workload is
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Comment

Ice cream was provided by Dickie Dee
Thank you very much for coming to our B’nai Brith 11th annual

“Afternoon with the Goldeyes”, taking some photos and providing cov-
erage in your newspaper. I appreciate your doing that. I do believe as well
that you were able to get a better sense of the magnitude and significance
of the event. I only would like to point out one thing. Although the ice
cream did not have the name Dickie Dee on the wrapper, it was provid-
ed at no charge by Jeff Hubka, who owns and operates Dickie Dee ice
cream here in Winnipeg.

Thanks and looking forward to the 12th annual event in 2020.
Earl J. Barish
Event Chair

A response to Alan Levy’s 
Aug 21 letter to the editor

Alan Levy’s letter in last week’s JP&N, entitled “embrace dissent!” offers
his view on the recent controversy concerning U.S. Congresspersons Ilhan
Omar and Rashida Tlaib, both with impeccable pro-BDS and other antise-
mitic-anti-Israel credentials.

Levy’s premise is that Israel should have allowed Omar/Tlaib in because
as a liberal democracy, Israel must embrace and not fear dissent. By his hav-
ing denied Omar/Tlaib entry, Levy accuses Netanyahu of acting as Pres.
Trump’s stooge thus undermining Israel’s very liberal democratic nature. 

To bolster his view, Levy references American “progressive and conserv-
ative Jewish organizations” that have similarly criticized Israel’s decision in
this case. 

Readers should realize however, that these organizations speak for many
progressive liberal-left non-Orthodox U.S. Jews, being about 80% of
America’s Jewish population. Most of these Jews support the Democrat
party no matter what, are anti-Netanyahu largely because he is politically on
the right and many, if not most are anti-Trump haters due to their being
afflicted in varying degrees with Trump Derangement Syndrome. 

That pretty much explains where Levy and the like minded U.S. Jews he
references are coming from.

Here however, are some important facts that Levy and the U.S. Jews he
notes, have failed to mention and consider.

Israel is a thriving liberal democracy. She defends her citizens’ rights of
free speech-dissent every day, at least as much as any other Western democ-
racy. Levy must know that, so why he otherwise accuses Israel, is bewil-
dering.

In the case of Omar/Tlaib, they made no secret that by taking advantage
of Israel’s rights of freedom of speech-dissent, they intended to use their trip
to Israel and Judea and Samaria in particular, as a platform to support BDS,
to support and likely foment even more Palestinian Jew-Israel hatred which
could, in turn, incite more Palestinian terrorism that already poses a daily
mortal security threat to innocent Israelis, and to blare out all their vicious
lying demonizing anti-Israel-antisemitic views to the world via media orga-
nizations that have proven so willing to serve as their useful idiots. 

In the past, some other Western liberal democratic nations, including the
U.S.,  have, like Israel has now done, exercised their right to deny entry to
persons including politicians who are, by reason of their views, words and
deeds, perceived as a potential security threat to the nation. I don’t recall
anyone ever objecting in those situations, so why now that Israel is
involved?

Levy, like those denominational progressive and conservative Jewish
organizations he cites, is myopically focusing attention only on rights of free
speech-dissent in a liberal democracy generally, and seeking to apply that to
Israel in the particular.

Their myopia blinds them however, to the aforesaid crucially relevant,
mortally and even existentially threatening daily realities unique to Israel
and Israeli Jews. Levy and the U.S. Jewish organizations he cites, have thus
presumably unwittingly cornered themselves into judging Israel, in this case
by a double standard no other liberal democracy (none of which are daily
threatened as Israel is) would ever tolerate for themselves. 

To conclude, the left wing and progressive liberal American Jews that
Levy cites have their priorities screwed up in finding it necessary to con-
demn Trump, Netanyahu and Israel over the Omar-Tlaib controversy, but
not Omar-Tlaib for her unmitigated antisemitic bigotry.

Israel is a strong liberal democracy that supports free speech-dissent for
all its citizens.

Israel however, is under no obligation to be suicidal about it, by cooperat-
ing with and aiding pro-BDS-Jew-Israel hating Omar/Tlaib to come to
Israel, Judea and Samaria for her obvious sole purpose of furthering her evil,
bigoted, anti-Israel-BDS-antisemitic agendas that could potentially incite
even more Palestinian terrorism, thus putting innocent Israelis at even
greater mortal risk of death and injury than they already are.
Bill Narvey

LETTERS This week’s short takes is even shorter than
usual – which, I suppose comes as a relief
for those readers who might have grown

tired of reading my usual drivel.
There are a couple of reasons why it’s shorter

– and not in its usual spot on page 4.
The first is that putting this paper together is

like putting together a jig-saw puzzle, except
you never know how many pieces you’re going

to end up with. In the case of this issue we kept receiving ads up until the
last minute. We kept moving pieces about - and for the sake of economiz-
ing on space I cut down my own editorial.

The second reason this column is shorter than usual is that I’m devoting
quite a bit of space in this issue to my interview with JCFS Executive
Director Al Benarroch. I didn’t want to shorten that interview too much
because I think that we have arrived at a particularly important moment in
the history of the JCFS - when it is going to be opening up new offices
quite soon as a result of the large increase in its caseload in recent years. 

As you can find out if you read the interview, the number of individuals
and families seeking assistance from JCFS has been consistently rising
over the years and, with a staff consisting of over 40 individuals, there sim-
ply isn’t enough room in the JCFS’s current offices at the campus to
accommodate all the JCFS’s clients.

I was curious to find out more about what’s been driving JCFS’s
increased caseload. As it turns out, the largest growth has been occurring
in the areas of ‘counselling” and “settlement services” which, I suppose, is
a reflection of both the large number of newcomers who have come to
Winnipeg in recent years - both Jewish and non-Jewish newcomers in
some cases, along with the intensification of the kinds of stresses with
which many individuals and families are attempting to cope.

As far as settlement services go, Al Benarroch explained that the support
the Jewish community is now offering for Yazidi refugees has largely come
under the aegis of JCFS.

The extent to which our community has provided support, both financial
and psychological, for members of one of the most beleaguered societies
on Earth is hugely laudable. And the degree to which JCFS has stepped up
to spearhead that support is consistent with support for refugees that has
been a hallmark of our Jewish community from its earliest days. The fact
that so many members of the community have been volunteering to help
refugees who, in this case, are not Jewish, is something that will long be
remembered by the Yazidis who have come here.

As I write this we are heading into the final week of campaigning prior
to the provincial election. The Jewish vote, for what it’s worth, will not be
much of a factor, as Jewish voters tend to be concentrated in two con-
stituencies – River Heights and Tuxedo, where the incumbent MLAs are
almost guaranteed to be reelected.

Yet, as I wrote in my last short takes, when it comes to driving the
Manitoba economy, the Jewish contribution is highly significant. I referred
to the total spending by all Jewish agencies that are beneficiary agencies of
the Jewish Federation, along with spending by the Federation itself and the
Jewish Foundation, to point out how much that spending contributes to the
Manitoba economy. I didn’t even begin to discuss the contributions of indi-
vidual Jewish Manitobans to the economy in so many other spheres, but
that too is of great importance it goes without saying

As Prof. Bryan Schwartz noted in a series of incisive columns in the Free
Press some years back, however, Manitoba tends to be a “supplicant’ soci-
ety – where so many of us depend on government spending to one extent
or another for our livelihoods. 

That holds true for many of our Jewish agencies, which rely on govern-
ment funding for large portions of their budgets.

Economists tend to think of spin-off jobs: ones that are created as the
result of a particular business opening up or relocating or, as is the case in
Manitoba, government deciding to spend on mega projects, for instance. 

When I walk through the Asper campus I often think to myself there are
so many individuals employed here who would likely not have found com-
parable jobs had the campus not been created in 1997 or grown as a con-
tinually evolving centre that on any given day sees thousands of individu-
als walk through its doors.

In keeping with the large volume of traffic in the campus, I have tried to
persuade the University of Manitoba to consider offering some of its Judaic
Studies courses at the campus in the evenings, as I’m sure that many older
adults who might consider auditing some of those courses would gladly
attend the Asper campus, but not the University of Manitoba Fort Garry
campus. Apparently my idea is receiving some consideration.

If only some of our Manitoba politicians had the imagination and the
nerve that those responsible for creating the Asper campus had. Instead
they rely on well-worn techniques which essentially consist of nothing
more than deciding how to allocate ever more spending - which is largely
coming from Federal equalization dollars - and which will simply perpet-
uate Manitoba as a supplicant society. 

In the meantime, young Manitobans continue to leave the province - not
content simply to rely upon government funding for their futures.

Short takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN



By MYRON LOVE
Marcie and David

Paller received a crash
course on being Jewish
in Winnipeg when they
made their first ever
visit to our community
on the weekend of
August 22-25. The
occasion was a reunion
of the Raber Family.
Marcie’s parents are
Noel and Miriam
(Raber) Fishman.

“We picked up Marcie
and Dave at the airport
on Thursday and on
Friday drove them out to
Gimli,” says Lorne Raber, one of the reunion organizers - along with
cousins Sam Katz (not the former Mayor) and Sharon Allentuck. “We
walked on the beach and introduced them to goldeye, rye bread and
Jeanne’s Cakes. They are now honorary Winnipeggers.”

The Pallers, from Encino, California, were among the 75 Rabers who
participated in the reunion. While most still live in Winnipeg, there were
also relatives in from across Canada as well as Georgia, Pennsylvania,
Ohio, California and Alaska (that would be Lorne and Louise’s daughter,

Lindsay).
The age range of the attendees spanned a babe in arms to cousins in their

90s, notes Sharon Allentuck.
The last Raber family reunion took place 10 years ago and attracted 160

Raber relatives. This most recent reunion, notes Lorne Raber, was some-
what more informal. It grew out of a bat-mitzvah (Emily Tapper) scheduled
for that particular weekend at the Shaarey Zedek.

“We had cousins coming in for the bar-mitzvah who suggested that
maybe we could combine the occasion with a family reunion,” Raber says.
“It sounded like a good opportunity to bring together family members who
haven’t seen each other in a long time.”

The only
formal activity
for the week-
end (other
than the bar-
m i t z v a h ) ,
A l l e n t u c k
says, was a
Sunday after-
noon recep-
tion at the
S h a a r e y
Zedek featur-
ing fruit and
pastry. For out
of town partic-
ipants, Sam
Katz arranged
a tour of the
C a n a d i a n
Museum for
Human Rights
and a dinner
S a t u r d a y
evening at a
restaurant.

“We sat
around and
visited and
caught up,”
Lorne Raber
says. “It was
nice to renew
our family
connections. It
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Julius Morry is the ulti-
mate artist. But, unlike
other artists whose works
are meant to be seen,
Morry’s work is meant to
be invisible. That’s
because Julius Morry’s
skill is art restoration.
When he restores a piece
of china, a sculpture or a

painting, you would never know that the piece had
ever been damaged.

After almost 50 years in the business, the long
time Garden City resident estimates that he has
restored more than 40,000 different items encom-
passing ivory, Inuit carvings, copper, china, crystal,
porcelain, glass, oil paintings, dolls, picture frames
and lamps – everything except furniture.

It all began in the mid-1960s when Morry’s brother, Bernard, who was in
the art restoration business in L.A., invited Julius to join him in business in
the States. At the time, Julius was working in administration at the Victoria
Hospital and doing some restoration work as a hobby. (He notes that his
mother was a painter and sculptor.)

Morry quit his job with the intention to take up his brother’s offer. The
catch was that the visas were a long time in coming and Morry had to earn
a living in the meantime to support his family. He started visiting local
antique stores and moving companies and was soon so busy that he decid-
ed to stay in Winnipeg.

Art restoration, he notes, is a craft for which there were no manuals. “I
had to create my own techniques, materials and tools from scratch,” he
says. “A lot of items I receive for repair are missing pieces that have to be

replaced so that you would never know the
item had ever been damaged. The new part I
make must blend in. The colour has to match.
There are hundreds of shades of white alone.”

He says that the only instances where he
turns down an assignment is when the item is
so badly damaged that it is not worth repair-
ing.

Over the Morry years has done work for
jewelers, churches, and museums, as well as
moving and insurance companies. His largest
assignment, he recalls, was the restoration of
92 fire-damaged items – covered by insurance
h- for a private collector. The single most
expensive objets d’art that he worked on was a
New York collector’s pre-Ming Dynasty
porcelain vase which was valued at $40,000.

“A lot of people bring me objects that have sentimental value to them,”
he notes. “It is gratifying to see their joy when they come to pick up the
items. Some cry. Others hug me.”

He reports that he has worked for clients from throughout North America
and as far afield as France and Germany, Iceland and New Zealand.

Now, he points out that business isn’t what it used to be.“The market has
changed considerably over the years,” he comments. “Older people still
value china and figurines, for example. For younger people though, if
something is broken, they more often throw it out and buy a replacement.”

These days, Morry works just part time. But, he says, he always has new
items on his work bench downstairs at his home waiting to be worked on.

“The work keeps me young” says the 86-year-old father of four (with his
wife, Shirley) and grandfather of five. 

Julius Morry still performing artistic magic 
after nearly 50 years as leading Canadian art restorer

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Julius Morry

Raber family mini reunion introduces first-time attendees to Winnipeg food traditions 

Maureen Gordon 
and Carole Saba

Noam Gonick, Lorne Raber, Louise Raber,
Lindsay Raber and Lynda Chwaiewsky

Lorne Raber, Sharon Raber
Allentuck and Sam Katz
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so consistent, I have to wonder: Where
is that push coming from? 

Now I know that the Federation was
claiming that the Jewish population here

had grown by leaps and bounds, but that simply hasn’t been borne out by
statistical data. We had that very important survey of the Jewish population
of Canada conducted by Environics Research, which said that the two
Jewish communities whose populations were shrinking – not growing,
were Montreal’s and Winnipeg’s. 

I know that under the Provincial Nominee Program, for years, we were
getting around 500 new Jewish immigrants coming into Manitoba each
year– mostly from Israel. I also see from your annual report that you had
over 980 settlement cases, 194 pre-immigration cases, and five newcomer
counselling cases. So, would it be fair to say that the really big push in
JCFS caseload has been coming about as a result of all the Jewish new-
comers to Winnipeg?

Benarroch: Actually, last year we had a dip in immigration numbers. We
only settled about 80 families. We were hovering around 110, 120 a year
from about 2010. The reason the dip happened is the Federal government
put a freeze on the Provincial Nominee program. 

Benarroch explained, however, that the Federal government does provide
funding for resettlement services.

JP&N: There’s always the question how many of the Russian Israeli
immigrants who have been coming here are really Jewish.

Benarroch: Yes, but it’s the same question for Israel as well.

JP&N: So, if there’s been a consistent increase in workload –yet the pop-
ulation hasn’t grown, then would it be fair to say that it’s because people
are requesting more services?

Benarroch: Yes – and I think that is a function of the fact that, as an
agency – for sure over the past eight years, we’ve done a better job – and
it’s been the same throughout Canada, reducing the stigma around mental
health, including addictions. We’ve jumped on that wagon. We’ve done our
own promotion, our own talks, our own awareness-building and unfortu-
nately – in that it burdens us and requires us to expand our footprint but for-
tunately, in that more people have been coming (to JCFS, for help).

JP&N: Talking about that, is there any news about where you might be
going (to open another office)?

Benarroch: At our May general meeting we struck a task force that was
asked to come back in a short period of time (by this September) with a
plan. We’ve already looked at about half a dozen properties in and around
about a 5-kilometre radius to the campus – in addition to having discus-
sions with the Federation and the Asper Campus what can we do in this
facility. And, are there any plans to expand the footprint of this campus if,
in fact, the Federation’s strategic planning has said we have to grow ser-
vices in many areas?

The strategic planning’s report talked about expanding services in edu-
cation, in mental health, in support for seniors. If, in fact, we’re going to
expand these services, where are they going to go?

JP&N: I’ve been writing for a long time about how Gray Academy’s
enrolment has shrunk so drastically over the years, yet they guard their turf
so jealously, saying there is no way they can give up one square inch of
their current space. Has anyone considered the Gray Academy as a poten-
tial site for expansion for other agencies currently housed in the campus?

k: Everybody does that – when you get a piece of turf. But we’ve been
looking for roughly 3,000 more square feet of space. We have a footprint
right now of roughly 5,000 square feet for over 40 staff. We’ve given up a
board room here. It’s been taken over by older adult service staff. We have
a conference room which is adjacent to the board room; we’ve moved two
staff in there.

Yesterday I gave up my office for the entire morning so that staff could
interview clients.

We need to relieve the pressure we’re facing right now – yet alone plan
for expanding and growing.

Whatever space we’d be looking at would be temporary. It’s now 22
years that we’ve been in this facility. The campus has taken over squash
courts, it’s taken over a museum – internally, to accommodate the growth
in services. Maybe it’s time now to look at growing outside this building,
whether it’s on to the land – although apparently there are issues around
digging on the land.

It’s not a secret that there are plans for the government (of Manitoba) to
vacate the Youth Centre. They’re saying it’s not a location to have a youth
jail. I think it would be very opportunistic for our community to consider
that land.

JP&N: But weren’t you going to be creating a separate facility entirely
to serve addictions in some way? (Readers may recall that supposedly the
impetus for the National Council of Jewish Women to sell the Gwen Secter
Creative Living Centre was to establish some sort of facility to treat addic-
tions. In 2015, according to an article written by Myron Love, “NCJW
Winnipeg revealed its next big project, which president Cindy Lazar
unveiled …

“That project is the Winnipeg Jewish Recovery and Resource Centre,
potentially the region’s first such service for members of the community

who are struggling with addictions. The centre would be modeled on the
Shalom Residences – Jewish homes for developmentally disabled adults,
similar to Toronto’s Reena homes – Lazar said. The NCJW-supported res-
idence, operated in conjunction with Winnipeg’s Jewish Child and Family
Service, would provide a home environment with a Jewish atmosphere that
would be open to both Jewish and non-Jewish residents with addiction
issues.”

We haven’t heard much about that project, although NCJW did receive
$900,000 from the sale of the Gwen Secter building.)

I asked Benarroch about those plans, which have been in the works for
years.

Benarroch: We had ideas of a large resource centre to where we would
move all our mental health and addiction services – and maybe have a
housing component where we would have transitional housing for Jewish
addicts and individuals with chronic mental health issues who need stable
housing.

There’s still a plan for that housing component. Right now we’ve put that
on hold pending what’s going to happen with our overall space needs. If we
can grow our footprint somewhere close by or as part of a larger consider-
ation of expanding this facility, we can keep our core service present here
and have a housing component offsite akin to what Ian Rabb has with 210
Maryland or Morberg House in St. Boniface.

JP&N: Have you looked at opening up offices in one of the synagogues?
(In 1987, when the main office of JCFS was located at McPhillips and
Jefferson, it opened a satellite office in Temple Shalom).

Benarroch: We have to balance between being too public in the Jewish
community – look, we hold our clients’ confidentiality paramount, beyond
anything else we do. Temple Shalom has some good private entrance and
exiting. We’re looking around. We would like to be in some new place
within four-six months.

Footnote: As a result of what Al Benarroch told me about discussions that
he has had with Curtis Martin, executive director of the Asper Campus,
about the possibility of the campus actually being expanded, I sent an email
to Curtis:

Hi Curtis,
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Al Benarroch
Continued from page 4.

Conitinued on page 8, See “Al Benarroch”.
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English summary of Yiddish column

I fell in love with Polish poetry as an adolescent in
Israel. It was like discovering a long forgotten relative.
Reading “Killing the Second Dog” by Marek Hlasko this
summer was a big surprise. The non-Jewish Hlasko who
fled communist Poland in the 1950s spent two years in
Tel Aviv. His Tel Aviv does not speak Hebrew and is full
of traumatic refuges looking for salvation. It is one of the
most realistic descriptions of the city I ever read. Familiar
yet strange.

Remis Speakers Forum
The topics and speakers for the months of September

and October are as follows:
September 5th - Joyce Bateman, past Member of

Parliament, and present Conservative Candidate for
Winnipeg South Centre: “Towards a Stronger Canada”

September 12th - Capt. Arnold Noteh Glogauer,
Chaplain, 77 Wing Winnipeg, Royal Canadian Air Forces:
“Serving THE KING OF KINGS and HRH, the Queen”

September 19th - MP James G. Carr, L. Winnipeg South
Centre, Minister of International Trade Diversification:
“A Conversation with Jim Carr”.

September 26th - no Remis.
October 3rd - Berdina Shorten, “Life in Stony Mountain

and Rockwood Prisons”
October 10th - Martin Zeilig, “Life as a Civilian

Journalist at the Canadian Forces Base in Winnipeg”
October 17th - Harvey Secter, “Balancing

Transformation and Tradition; a challenge for universities
in the 21st century”

October 24th - no Remis
October 31st - Kinzey Posen, on the topic “Being a CBC

Music Producer” (the story behind one of the best jobs in
the world).

Upcoming Shows - 
The Jewish Radio Hour

Tune in  to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 -
2:30 PM on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or
online at ckjs.com

On September 8th, Rochelle Zucker hosts both seg-
ments.  She will introduce you to Argentinian singer
Zulema Benveniste and on the Yiddish show present
songs about “playing”

On September 15th, hear Regine Frankel’s conversation
with community volunteer Sharon Love.  Rochelle Zucker
spotlights a CD called “Yiddish Ragtime” by Jane Peppler
and Friends.  

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast web-
site:.  

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

I was talking with Al
Benarroch this morning.
I know that JCFS has
been looking for a sec-

ond location for some time, but Al mentioned that the
campus is exploring the possibility of expanding.

Is there anything you can tell me about that?
Thanks
-Bernie

Curtis Martin responded:
Hi Bernie,
At this point in time, at the behest of Jewish Child and

Family Services, we are merely undergoing an intellec-
tual exercise to see if it is even possible. It is a “blue sky”
exercise given a hypothetical expansion. There has been
no review of either Capital dollars or Operating dollars to
see if it is feasible. 

We are however reviewing our current zoning and
checking with the City on any existing restrictions that
may prevent us from expanding, or where on the proper-
ty we could theoretically build new if that ever came to
pass. 

Curtis J. Martin
Executive Director | Asper Jewish Community Campus

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

Al Benarroch
Continued from page 7.



Israeli judoka makes history with gold medal 
at World Championships

By MARCY OSTER
JERUSALEM (JTA) — Sagi

Muki of Israel won the gold medal at
the 2019 World Judo
Championships, becoming the first
male in his country to accomplish
the feat.

Muki defeated Belgium’s Matthias
Casse in the finals of the under-81
kilogram (179 pounds) category on
Wednesday. The tournament was
held at the Nippon Budokan, which
will be a venue for the 2020
Olympic Games in Tokyo.

In the quarterfinals, Mohamed
Abdelaai of Egypt refused to shake
Muki’s hand at the end of the match,
which is considered a sign of disrespect. Other Arab opponents have acted
similarly after losing to Israelis, including Egyptian and United Arab
Emirates judokas.

Muki, 27, of Netanya, joins Yarden Jarbi as Israelis taking gold at the
World Judo Championships. Jarbi won in Rio de Janeiro in 2013 in the
women’s under-63 kilogram (139 pounds) category.

Muki also won at the 2015 and 2018 European Championships. He was
expected to medal at the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio but was hampered
by injury and lost in the semifinals.

In related news an Iranian judo star said he is afraid to return home after
exposing and criticizing his government’s pressure on him to deliberately
lose in last week’s World Championships in Tokyo to avoid a potential bout
against an Israeli opponent.

Saeid Mollaei, the defending heavyweight world champion, fled to
Berlin after the championships, where he had been hoping to secure a place
at the 2020 Olympic games.

“I could have been the world champion,” he said in an interview pub-
lished by the International Judo Federation on Sunday. “I fought and won
against an Olympic champion, an Olympics bronze-medalist and other
opponents. I beat all of them. I even dreamed of the championship title…
But that was not my fate: I could not compete because of the law in my
country, and because I
was scared of conse-
quences for my family
and myself.”

Mollaei said that he
was coerced into los-
ing his semifinal bout
so as not to risk facing
Israel’s Sagi Muki, the
eventual winner, in the
Tokyo final. The IJF
said Mollaei had been
pressured to lose by
Iranian deputy sports
minister Davar Zani.
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New film commemorating
Munich Massacre

We received the
following email
from filmmaker
F r a n c i n e
Zuckerman: 

Hi Bernie,
My cousin Lil

Hirt suggested I
contact you. 

My new film
AFTER MUN-
ICH is opening
across the country
with screenings in
Winnipeg as well
as Regina,
Toronto and Montreal and Vancouver.

September 5th and 6th marks the anniversary of the Munich Massacre.
Whether you witnessed it live, learnt about it or never even heard of the

Munich Massacre at all – this event changed your life.
September 5th 1972, the Palestinian terrorist group Black September

stormed the Israeli athletes’ quarters at the Munich Olympics. The world
watched live on television as eleven hostages were taken and later killed.

For the first time, this story is told through the eyes of four women.
It’s a story of intrigue; secret identities; it’s about love and death; con-

flict and reconciliation; war and peace. Their fates redirected. Their well-
being and views impacted by the trauma. These four women’s lives are
changed forever.

But they weren’t the only ones. After Munich, the world’s connection
to terrorism changed. It became personal.

As you know documentaries take years of development and this film
also took four years and now we are finally launching the film. 

It is very significant as that day in 1972 as 900 million people were
watching the Olympics and it changed the world in some way as terror-
ists used the media to promote their cause and the media began to cover
terrorist events 24/7. 

We will commemorate the event which happened on September 5th &
6th by screening our film across Canada and then a broadcast on the
Documentary Channel on September 8th. (Check local theatre listings for
show times in Winnipeg.)

We will also have an international premiere in October at the Warsaw
Film Festival which is very significant since several years ago I made a
film about the renaissance of Jewish life in Poland…..a personal interest
of mine since my father and Lil’s mother came to Canada from Poland on
Sept 1st 1939….getting out by the skin of his teeth.

Ankie Spitzer, widow of athlete Andre Spitzer, at
the Munich memorial.

�'�
�'�()*�+
��,-.�'
�/0�121)�
��2*0�*
2,
��*+,2*	


���*�12*

2,,�*3
+*�	-+-20�.
�*+'2	24
�-1'
�2.-	�/
3�*(-��3
-0
�
,*-�0	./�
-0,2*5�.
�+5236'�*��

�'-3
/��*�
7�
�*�
6.��3�	
+2
��
��.�
+2
�002)0��
+'�+
�25
�2(
3�*(-��3
7-..
��
.�	
�/

��0+2*3
��).
�-08
�0	
�(-
�23�0�
7-+'
��(-	
�'2�'-02(
�.27-01
+'�
3'2,�*�

��*(-��3
,2*
�23'
�23'20�'
�0	
�25
�-66)*

-0
+'�
52*0-013
��1-0
�+
����
����


�2.
�-	*�
7-..
��1-0
�+
����
���


�25
�2(
3��+3
,2*
020�5�5��*3
�*�
����
6�*
,�5-./
2*
�� 
6�*
6�*320�

������������	
������	�
����
��!�"�##"�"�$�
��������	��������	���

����������	
���������	����	��	�������	�

Social Notes
Congratulations

Mazel tov to
Ed and Linda Feuer

on the occasion of their
40th wedding anniversary!
With love from their family:

Shira, Avital, Mike, Nadav and Eitan

Ex-imam removed from running in Canadian
elections over alleged anti-Semitic comments

By DAVID LAZARUS
MONTREAL (JTA)—The

Liberal Party of Canada ousted a
candidate for upcoming national
election after B’nai Brith Canada
revealed past allegedly anti-Semitic
comments.

Hassan Guillet, a former imam
running for election in a Montreal
district, was removed on Friday
from contention for the Oct. 21 elec-
tion. Gulliet gained international
attention when he spoke out follow-
ing a 2017 mosque attack in Quebec
City.

But according to B’nai Brith,
Guillet’s past has included celebrating the release of a pro-Hamas activist
Raed Salah, who said Jews were behind the 9/11 attacks; accusing
“Zionists” of controlling U.S. politics; and describing Israel as an
“apartheid” state.

B’nai Brith CEO Michael Mostyn welcomed Guillet’s turfing and said,
“the anti-Semitic tropes of ‘Zionists controlling governments’ and of ‘dual
loyalty’ are two of the more abhorrent expressions of paranoid anti- Jewish
conspiracy theories.”

The Liberal Party of Canada said in a statement that Guillet’s past com-
ments “do not correspond to the party’s values.”

HASSAN GUILLET
SAGI MUKI



By GABE STUTMAN
SAN FRANCISCO (J. The Jewish News of

Northern California via JTA) – For a profes-
sional athlete, Kevin Pillar is disarmingly open.

Pillar, one of about a dozen Jewish players in
the major leagues, spoke to J. The Jewish News
of Northern California from the San Francisco
Giants clubhouse recently.

Half-dressed, in compression shorts, a
Superman T-shirt and horn-rimmed glasses, the
Giants’ starting center fielder talked candidly
about his move to a new city (and a new coun-
try) in April and his embrace of being identified
in a select group fairly considered heroes to a
segment of American Jews: Jewish major lea-
guers.

“I try to take that responsibility for letting people know that there are peo-
ple like myself, like [All-Star shortstop Alex] Bregman, like [veteran
infielder and World Series winner] Ian Kinsler, that come from a Jewish
background and have been able to be successful major leaguers,” he said.

Drafted by the Toronto Blue Jays in 2011, Pillar spent all or parts of six
seasons with the team, where he formed close relationships with team-
mates, coaches and other members of the organization. He was embraced
by the local Jewish community (“They make sure I have somewhere to go
for the holidays,” he told the Philadelphia Jewish Exponent in 2016).

But less than a week into the 2019 season, he was abruptly traded to the
Giants. In an interview with a Canadian news organization the morning of
the deal, he held back tears explaining what was going through his head.

“I spend more time with people here than I do with my own family,” he
said. “It’s all I’ve ever known.”

Some fans in Toronto lamented the deal – Pillar was beloved, known for
his durability and defensive ability (which often led to remarkable diving
catches). When he returned there as an opposing player on April 23, he
received a standing ovation.

Pillar, 30, grew up in the tidy, affluent San Fernando Valley neighborhood
of West Hills, California. He was a three-sport standout in football, base-

ball and basketball at Chaminade College Prep,
a Catholic high school, but his parents weren’t
sports-obsessed. He said he put competitive
sports aside during the summer and liked to ride
motorcycles with his older brother, Michael.

Growing up, he identified as a “half Jew” – his
mother, Wendy, is Jewish. His father, Mike, is
Christian. Both Kevin and his brother had bar
mitzvah ceremonies, encouraged by their mater-
nal grandparents.

“We were extremely close with my grandpar-
ents growing up,” Pillar said. “My grandma,
more so than grandpa, really wanted all of her
grandchildren to have bar mitzvahs or bat mitz-
vahs. It was kind of a way of honoring my

grandparents at a young age.”
Pillar said religion did not “carry a whole lot of weight” when he was a

kid. Back in 2002, preparing for his bar mitzvah “seemed like a pain in the
butt,” he said a few years ago. But when he took a religious studies course
in high school, he came to value what he had achieved.

“That’s where I learned what my portion at my bar mitzvah was really
about,” he said. “I was able to fully understand what I was able to accom-
plish at such a young age. I enjoyed that.”

Once Pillar became a public figure, and realized how few Jewish players
were represented in the major leagues, it became more apparent “that it’s
something I need to embrace a little bit more.”

He welcomed the Exponent interview in 2016, spoke in front of hundreds
at a Maccabi Canada event that same year and said he was open to playing
for Team Israel in the 2017 World Baseball Classic.

According to the Jewish Baseball News, a website updated daily by
Jewish sports enthusiast Scott Barancik, Pillar is one of 11 current Jewish
major leaguers, along with Los Angeles Dodgers outfielder Joc Pederson,
27; Bregman, 25, a two-time All-Star who was a big part of the Houston
Astros’ 2017 World Series title; and Kinsler, 37, a four-time All-Star sec-
ond baseman now with the San Diego Padres.

Pillar’s teammates know he’s Jewish because he told them. Religion typi-
cally doesn’t get much public attention, he said, “I guess unless you’re Jewish.
Because there’s just so few of us in the game, so you kind of stand out.”

For Pillar and his family, the transition after the trade wasn’t easy. He and
Amanda, who married in 2014, and their young daughter Kobie had just
moved into a new house. The Blue Jays play in the American League and
hold spring training in Florida, so he had little exposure to the National
League Giants, who train in Arizona.

“[I was] trying to make new friends with guys that I haven’t interacted
with a whole lot,” he said.

Ultimately it was baseball that helped Pillar get grounded.
“Obviously there are some challenges changing leagues, facing new

pitchers, position-
ing yourself against
different hitters,”
he said. “But base-
ball is baseball.
Baseball was
always my escape
from everything
that was going on.
And I think once I
was able to move
my family out of
the hotel and find a
place, we began to
settle in here.”

The Pillars are
renting a house in
the East Bay, mark-
ing a return to
California for both
of them. Amanda is
from El Dorado
Hills, east of
Sacramento, and
she and Kevin were
college sweethearts
at Cal State
Dominguez Hills,
where she played on
the women’s soccer

Kevin Pillar settles into a new team and the Jewish baseball spotlight
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Kevin Pillar hits for the San Francisco Giants
in a game at Oracle Park in San Francisco,
Aug. 11, 2019. (Thearon W. Henderson/Getty Images)

Continued on
next page.

29th Annual Winnipeg Prophecy Conference

Friends of Israel
G O S P E L  M I N I S T RY

THE

Victoria Inn Hotel & Convention Centre
1808 Wellington Ave.

Winnipeg, MB R3H 0G3

September 19–21, 2019

888-664-2584 foi.org/conferences
for more information

HOSTED BY

T H Y  K I N G D O M  C O M E

STEWART ELSTON
Alternate Broker 
Powell Property Group
Winnipeg REALTORS® 2016 President

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 



By BERNIE BELLAN
It’s been a few years since

Winnipeg audiences have been
able to see all the performers in
Finjan together on stage at one
time. (It was actually when they
appeared with the Winnipeg
Symphony Orchestra in
November 2016.)

Since then the five remaining
members of the original Finjan,
which formed in 1982, have
appeared occasionally in other
locations, including most recently
in Florida in March of this year.

The five original members of
Finjan were: Kinsey Posen (bass
and voice); Shayla Fink (accor-
dion and voice); Myron Schultz
(clarinet and saxophone); Victor
Schultz (violin); and the late Eli
Herscovitch (flute, clarinet, saxo-
phone.) 

In 1985 Danny Koulack (guitar,
mandolin and banjo joined the
group and, in 1997, following the

departure of
Herscovitch from
the group, Sasha
Boychuk (clarinet)
joined Finjan.

Tickets are sure
to go fast. See the
adjoining ad for
information.

Finjan to perform for first time 
in Winnipeg in three years
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Where has all the humility gone?
If there is one thing that defines the High Holidays it is prayer. We

do a lot of it during Rosh Hashanah and on Yom Kippur it reaches a
feverish pitch when we spend most of the day in shul., As the holidays
approach it would do us all well to delve into the question of what
exactly is prayer supposed to do for us? There are many things prayer
should accomplish but I would like to focus on one aspect of prayer,
namely humility. 

Prayer is a very humbling experience. In fact one of the most impor-
tant aspects of prayer is the recognition of need. Maimonides explains
that prayer consists of three main points. During prayer we turn to G-
d with praise, request, and thanksgiving. In the daily Amidah thirteen
of the nineteen blessings are requests. These requests are based on our
needs. When we pray we recognize what we lack, we identify what it
is that we need in our lives and turn to G-d with our requests. What a
humbling experience this is to admit that we are not perfect, that we
are lacking, that we have needs. When we pray and make requests of
G-d we admit that we cannot go at it alone. Need based on humility
then is a major part of prayer. 

Let me give just one more example of how humility is at work when
we pray. In the Amidah prayer we are all familiar with bowing. We
bow during the first two blessings (Avot) and second to last two bless-
ings (Modim). In total we bow four times in the Amidah. What is the
basis for bowing? It is interesting to note that the Talmud (Berachot
34a) has a different set of rules for bowing depending on the individ-
ual. A regular person bows four times at the intervals we mentioned.
But the High Priest bows at every blessing and the King bows at the
beginning of the Amidah and remains bowed for the entire duration of
the Amidah. Why would the King be different? Why did the King have
to bow for the entire Amidah? Rashi, the super commentary on the
Talmud, explains that the more power a person has the more they must
lower themselves in humility. That is why a King had to bow the entire
time. Bowing then is another way that prayer tries to teach us to be
humble. I suggest that in shul this Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur we
all try to keep this in mind. 

What a better world we would all live in if after the High Holidays
we all came out of Shul a little more humble. Think about what a more
humble world would look like. There would be less strife, people
would be kinder, we would be more at peace with each other in spite
of our different views. We would tolerate more and get angry less. We
would have more time for others and maybe even let G-d peek in every
once in a while. We would be more forgiving of others and ask for-
giveness more often. We would gossip less and praise more. We would
fight less and our relationships would improve exponentially. In fact I
cannot think of anything negative that would result from a more hum-
ble world. So this year when we go to Shul for the holidays lets come
out of the experience with just a little bit more humility.
Wishing you all
A Gmar Chatimah Tova
Rabbi Yosef Benarroch
Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Synagogue 

SUNDAY, SEPT 22 ND

DOORS: 7:00 
SHOW: 7:30

 ADVANCE  $30.00

MEZZANINE $35.00 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: 

THE WEST END CULTURAL CENTRE &

EVENTBRITE.COM 
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Sports/Community news

team.
Now that he’s

settling in, Pillar is posting some of the best numbers of his
career. Since arriving in San Francisco, he’s batting slight-
ly below his career average of .258, but has hit 15 home
runs and driven in 63 runs – near career highs – with 40
games left to play.

“For me, I think it’s potentially being in a new place and
really wanting to make my impact be felt,” Pillar said of
his performance, “in some way impress your new team-
mates.”

He added, “I’ve been doing this for a while now.
Sometimes it’s just a matter of time before things fully
click.”

It’s fair to say that Pillar, who came to the Giants with a
recently signed $5.8 million one-year contract, has
cemented his place in the major leagues. But his identity as
an underdog is still a part of him. The first sentence of his
bio on Instagram reads “From 32nd Round to the Show.”

“Similar to being Jewish,” he said, “there aren’t a lot of
people that have taken my path to the big leagues … it’s
something that I will always identify with. Because I know
the challenge and struggle it took in order for me to get
here. I know how much hard work behind the scenes it
took. For the youth, for the people in a similar position to
mine 10 years ago, 15 years ago, even 20 years ago. I will
always share my story. I will always try to be the poster
child for that story.”

Continued from previous page.
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“Shot Rock”
By Michael Tregebov
220 pages
New Star Books
to be released Sept. 26
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

Michael Tregebov is only one year younger than me. We grew up in the
same part of town – although I didn’t meet Michael until I moved to West
Kildonan Collegiate from Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate following Grade 10.

While I do remember Michael well, what
really stood out for me at the time was that he
was a “Trotskyite” or, as he explains in his new
novel, “Shot Rock”: a “Trotskyist”. Who knew
what a Trotskyite or a Trotskyist was in those
days? It just seemed to be indicative of a desire
to shock others. But, what the heck – Michael
was well known to be highly intelligent – as
were the other members of his little group.

Fast forward years later and I
received a copy of a book written by
Tregebov titled “The Briss”. A few
years later there was another novel,
this time titled “The Shiva”. Can
you see a pattern developing?

Okay, I thought, after I had fin-
ished reading both novels. Tregebov
likes to mine the turf with which he is
very familiar: growing up in north
end Winnipeg in the 1960s and 70s
(in his case, as it was with mine, it

New about-to-be-released book recalls a particular time 
in the history of Winnipeg’s Jewish community

Books

B    Y
BAR M ITZVAH

Joey is a successful lawyer in his 60s who is used to things 
going his way. When he suddenly decides he needs a 
bar mitzvah, he doesn’t expect to have to wait or to take 
classes. What begins as a simple item on his to-do list 
becomes a deep immersion in the necessity of faith, 
and the meaning behind rituals.

BY Mark Leiren-Young

SEASON 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

STILL 

AVAILABLE!

September 14 – 22, 2019  |  PREVIEW September 12

*Plus taxes and fees

$36* | 204.477.7478 | tickets 
start at

author MICHAEL
TREGEBOV

was West Kildonan). In both novels
he developed a particular style which
I didn’t find especially engaging. His
characters would speak in short sen-
tences, usually with some smart-
alecky remark as part of the sentence.
Also, there were no quotation marks.
Further, you often had to figure out
who exactly was speaking.

“Shot Rock” continues in much the
same vein, but this time Tregebov

Continued on next page.
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Tregebov’s latest
novel, which
describes a Jewish
curling club in
Winnipeg 
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has honed his craft to a much more
considerable degree. There is actu-

ally a well-constructed plot, not just an excuse to dash off a series of one-
liners – which was more the case with “The Briss” and “The Shiva”.

While many of the characters are more caricatures than they are three-
dimensional characters, in some cases they are imbued with a real human-
ity that begins to make you want to find out more about them.

The story revolves around an episode in the history of Winnipeg’s Jewish
community that might resonate with some readers – the closing of what
had been a predominantly Jewish curling club. In the case of “Shot Rock”,
the club is known as the “Queen Victoria”, but anyone who grew up in the
Winnipeg of that time and who was familiar with curling clubs would
know it to have been the Maple Leaf Curling Club on St. Johns Avenue.

What happens during the course of the book is that the club is slated to
be sold – to “Dominion Stores” no less, to make room for a new Dominion
Store. (Again, anyone who remembers the old Maple Leaf would realize
the idea of it being sold to make way for a large grocery store would have
been nothing more than a flight of fancy.)

The central protagonist, Blackie Timmerman, is determined to stave off
the sale of his beloved “QV”. Up against Blackie, however, is the formi-
dable Max Foxman who, on top of being a self-confident and very suc-
cessful businessman, is that dreaded Winnipeg villain – a “south ender”.

Blackie is surrounded by a coterie of like-minded friends – all with nick-
names such as Duddy, Suddy, Oz, Chickie, and so on. (Duddy and Suddy
are brothers.) It seems that their lives are spent either at work, at the curl-
ing work, or eating out at one of an endless series of haunts that would be
familiar to anyone who grew up in Winnipeg in that period, including the
Maple Leaf canteen itself, the north end Sals, Kelekis, and an assortment
of Chinese restaurants. (By the way, how any of these characters could
have survived into old age, given the amount of cholesterol they would
have absorbed, is beyond me.)

But they’re all quite hilarious. Michael Tregebov has an ear for clever,
fast-paced dialogue. Other reviewers have compared him favourably with
Mordecai Richler and the colourfulness of his characters would strike any
Richler fan as being motivated by the same sense of adoration for a
Winnipeg of a certain era that Richler had for his early years growing up
in Montreal.

As someone who also tends to look back on 1960s and 70s Winnipeg

Books
Continued from previous page.

Continued on page 21. See “Shot Rock”.

The Rady JCC presents In The Know Series:
Julian Pellicano,

Associate Conductor, Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra
Monday, Sept. 23, Noon

The Rady JCC welcomes everyone to our fourth season of In the Know the
popular daytime series featuring different lectures and discussions on a variety
of topics as well as arts presentations. Programs on a selection of subjects
including arts, business, world issues, and much more will be featured. The
programs will include lunch followed by an engaging and interesting talk or
presention with a special guest. 

Please join us for our opening program of the 2019/2020 season on Monday,
September 23 at noon featuring our special guest speaker, Julian Pellicano,
the Associate Conductor of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra.

Conductor Julian Pellicano has rapidly established himself as a leading inter-
preter of music across a broad spectrum of genres, traditions, and time periods,
leading the Winnipeg Free Press to proclaim that “his versatility is truly aston-
ishing.” Whether it be traditional and contemporary symphonic repertoire,
classical and modern ballet, opera, films live with orchestra, pops, musical the-
ater, multi-media productions, workshops, or his carefully programmed con-
certs for young listeners, Julian brings an incisive musicality and collaborative
spirit to every performance.

Julian’s 2019 – 2020 season marks his first as the Principal Conductor of the
prestigious Royal Winnipeg Ballet, the longest continually performing ballet
company in North America, celebrating their 80th anniversary season this year.
Pellicano has also risen to the role of Associate Conductor of the Winnipeg
Symphony Orchestra, after six seasons as the orchestra’s Resident Conductor.
Additionally, Julian will guest conduct the Louisiana Philharmonic, the
Cincinnati Symphony with Cincinnati Ballet, the Oklahoma City
Philharmonic, and will return to the Vancouver Symphony, and the National
Arts Centre Orchestra in Ottawa, where he will be conducting on tour with the
Royal Winnipeg Ballet.

A musician with wide-ranging musical interests, conductor Julian Pellicano
has made his mark with a multifaceted approach to programming and per-
forming, engaging audiences in a diverse mélange of concerts and genres. 

On November 18, the In the Know series is pleased to host Connie
Newman, Executive Director for the Manitoba Association of Senior
Centres. Connie believes in active aging and all that it means – keeping one’s
mind and body active.

In The Know includes a delicious lunch and is held in the Adult Lounge at
the Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster Street. Transportation assistance is available
upon request. 

Advance registration by calling the Rady JCC at (204) 477-7510 or on-line
at www.radyjcc.com .

Space is limited. 



Gwen Secter theatre group explores issues related to seniors
By MYRON LOVE

The dining room at the Gwen Secter Creative Retirement Centre at Sid
Glow Place was packed on Wednesday, August 28, as appreciative Gwen
Secter members enjoyed the latest theatrical offering of the centre’s own
“Wits and Skits” players.

The theatre group
was founded five
years ago by long
time Gwen Secter
member Phyllis Dana
as a vehicle for
exploring issues relat-
ed to growing older.
Past performances
dealt with concerns
such as elder abuse,
loneliness, loss and
being involved in
community. 

Last year’s produc-
tion focused on the
generational conflict where seniors want to remain in their homes, while
their children want them to sell and move into apartment/condo or assisted
living.

This year’s production, “Pleasantville Place: a radio Play”, was written
and directed by the talented Freda Glow (who also wrote and directed the
two other most recent plays). The cast included Phyllis Dana, Marianne
Dordick, Claudia Dubovsky (who was also assistant director), Vanessa
Ortiz, Josephine Rehel, Karen Reimche, Izzy Shore and 101-year-old
Ralph Wild.

The play, Glow notes, takes place in a seniors assisted-living residence
and explores the benefits and drawbacks of life in that environment. The

play also delves into infidelity and forgiveness,
also seniors searching for love and companion-
ship.

“Pleasantville Place” opens with Eunice
(Phyllis Dana) and Caroline (Claudia Dubovsky)
talking about their upcoming exercise class during
which Carol mentions the new resident –
Charlene Ferrara (Karen Reimche) – a name that
Eunice recognizes as belonging to a woman with
whom her late husband, Ed, had an affair.
Eunice’s distress is further compounded when a
second woman with whom Ed also had an affair –
Hannah Boychuk (Marianne Dordick) – also
moves into the building.

In addition, Eunice is afraid that she may have
burned down Hannah’s house – which was next
door to Eunice and Ed. She can’t quite remember,
but does remember waking the next morning to
find an empty gas can near her bed. (We find out
in the end who really burned down the house.)

It turns out that Hannah and Charlene recognize
Eunice but don’t think that she remembers them.
Similarly, Eunice doesn’t think the two ladies
remember her.

Moving on from there, Hannah and Charlene
and Eunice and Caroline separately begin specu-
lating about the unattached new guy in the com-
plex. That would be William (Izzy Shore), a wid-
ower in his mid-
70s, who – as
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Entire cast with Freda Glow second from left holding flowers

l-r playwright/Director Freda Glow and assis-
tant director and actor Claudia Dubovsky 

Continued on next page.
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High Holy 
Day Services 

Call to reserve tickets.
204-453-1625

5780/2019

Join us.

Adult Services with 
Rabbi Allan Finkel, 
Cantor Len Udow and the 
Temple Shalom Choir

Rabbi Allan Finkel Cantor Len Udow

Selichot
Saturday, September 21 / 10pm

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Sunday, September 29 / 7:30pm

Rosh Hashanah Day 1
Monday, September 30 / 10am

Rosh Hashanah Day 2
Tuesday, October 1 / 10am 
+ interactive service / free

Kol Nidre
Tuesday, October 8 / 7:30pm

Yom Kippur Day 
Wednesday, October 9 / 10am

Study Session (45 min)
Wednesday, October 9 / 3pm / free

Afternoon Service including
Mincha, Yizkor and 
Concluding Services
Wednesday, October 9 / 4pm / free

Yizkor Service
Wednesday, October 9 / 5:30pm / free

tshalom1@gmail.com
1077 Grant Avenue Winnipeg MB

Children’s Services with 
Rabbi Allan Finkel
Rosh Hashanah Day 1
Monday, September 30 / 9am / free

Yom Kippur
Wednesday October 9 / 9am / free

Childminding available with Neta Aviv, 
Engagement Coordinator / free
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reflected in a
conversation
with the other
new guy,
Irwin (Ralph
Wild) – is
also eager to
connect with
one of the eli-
gible widows
in the resi-
dence. Irwin,
on the other
hand, just
wants to be
left alone.

In short, William connects with Caroline – in a boy-meets-girl, boy-
loses-girls, boy and girl make up in the end scenario - and Hannah and
Irwin form a couple. In the end, William and Caroline marry in a tradi-
tional Jewish ceremony (presided over by Gwen Secter program co-ordi-
nator Dan Saidman) with Hannah catching the bouquet.

Throughout the play, playwright Glow interspersed songs from the
great American Songbook, the Beatles and Broadway. The first three
numbers – “Stormy Weather”, “Yesterday” and “If he Walked into My
Life” (From “Mame”) as sung by Eunice, with new lyrics from Freda
Glow, reflected Eunice’s state of mind.

The other songs – “Hey There”, “Lover, Come Back to Me”, “Let’s fall
in Love”, and others were sung with original lyrics. And the play ended
with all of the players singing “Happy Days Are Here Again”. 

I’m looking forward to next year’s production.

(l-r): actors Izzy Shore, Jospehine Rehel, Ralph
Wild and Marianne Dordick 

C o n t i n u e d
from previ-
ous page.
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Nostalgia

By BERNIE BELLAN

W
hen it comes to research-
ing the history of the
YMHA/Rady JCC, there

are no better sources than members
who actually belonged to the
YMHA when it was still on Albert
Street. The stories they have to tell
are priceless – especially when it
comes to describing what stood for
a “gym” in that building.

As the dates for various celebra-
tions commemorating the 100th

anniversary of the YMHA being
granted a charter (and that’s what
this 100th anniversary business is all
about; the first YMHA in Winnipeg
actually opened in 1885, according
to information written in a column
for this paper by the late, great
Leible Hershfield in 1980) draw
nearer, I thought it would be inter-
esting to hear more about what the
Albert Street Y was like. After all,
for baby boomers like me, the

YMHA on Hargrave
is all we ever knew
until the opening of
the Rady Centre in
1997 (which morphed
into the Rady JCC). 

It’s always been a
point of curiosity for
me what the Albert
Street Y was like. As
for its antecedents –
well, according to
Leible Hershfield,
there were many (and
I don’t have a clue
what any of these
were): Fairbairn Hall,
Ripstein Block
(Henry and Main),
Dominion Bank
(Higgins and Main),
Berman’s Book Store,
Concordia Club, Isaac
Letvak’s Delicatessen
Store on Selkirk
Avenue, Fisher Hall,
Selkirk and Main, and
finally – 91 Albert
Street, in a converted
warehouse purchased
by the Steinkopf fam-
ily in 1936 after it had
been rented by the
YMHA some years
earlier. The Albert
Street Y was home to
the YMHA until the
brand new building at
370 Hargrave was
opened in 1952. 

I have spoken with
several members of
the YMHA who were
members of the Albert
Street Y and in the

next
issue I’ll have
more about some
of those recollec-
tions, but in the
meantime I
thought I’d start
with memories
from Al Chisvin,
who not only
played an integral
role in both the
Albert Street Y
and the Y on
Hargrave, he’s
now a vital mem-
ber of the reunion
committee plan-
ning events for

the 100th anniversary of the YMHA/Rady JCC.

I sat down with Al one recent morning – in his car. (We were talking out-
side the campus. He said he was cold and wanted to get into some place
warmer so we hopped into his car. I felt like Jerry Seinfeld doing his inter-
views with comedians in cars.)

Al Chisvin was born in 1931, he told me, and joined the Albert Street Y
in 1944. (He’s been a member of the YMHA and Rady JCC ever since.) In
the mid-1930s, according to an article written by Myron Love on the occa-
sion of the opening of the new Asper Campus in 1997, membership at the
YMHA had reached 400. But, by 1947, according to Al Chisvin, member-
ship had grown to 1800. 

“One thousand were under the age of 18,” Chisvin noted. “So it was pri-
marily a place for young people.”

I asked Chisvin what the Albert Street Y was like. I said I knew it didn’t
have a pool, but what was the gym like, I wondered?

Pointing to a nearby car, Chisvin said it was “maybe from that car to
where we are sitting” (and the other car was really close by). I found that
hard to believe until I again read a column by Leible Hershfield describing
the gym in the old Albert Street Y: “a room about 40 feet square…For bas-
ketball, baskets were attached on the walls kitty corner at each end of the
floor. A large post was in the middle of the floor, which players had to
dodge around to advance to the opposing basket.”

Chisvin elaborated on how small the gym was: “We could bounce the ball
off the wall – because it was just so narrow, there was no room. And I think
we played three on three.”

Okay – that was the gym. But what was the rest of the Y like? After all,
if it had 1800 members by 1947, it must have been one heck of a busy
place. So Al began to describe it in some detail: “It was a very narrow
building. There was a counter when you walked in where some of the staff
worked, and there was a bit of a lounge area behind it. On the left of the
lounge area there was a little coffee shop and in the basement was a wood-
working shop.

“If you walked to the second floor there were some meeting rooms (also
the aforesaid gym) and on the third floor there was a huge auditorium.”

Hershfield, however, gave a somewhat different description than did
Chisvin (who, I am sure, will agree that Hershfield recalled the old Y in
somewhat more detail): “The second floor was the busiest section of the Y.
The front room was converted into a room where members played their
daily bridge games after noon hour workouts. At the rear of this floor was

Okay – so we know what the Rady JCC is like, and many of us remember
the Y on Hargrave, but what was the Albert Street Y like?
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91 Albert Street today

Plaque on 91 Albert Street commemo-
raing 91 Albert Street as a former home
of the YMHA - the plaque notes that the
building was purchased by the
Steinkopf family.

AL CHISVIN
fond memories of 

91 Albert St.

Continued on page 20. See “Albert Street Y”.

LEIBLE HERSHFIELD, gym display, 
YMHA, 91 Albert Street, 1937 

Credit: Jewish Heritage Centre (JM 1055)
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Joanne Seiff

New School Year – but with less sharing?

F
or many of us, it’s the beginning of the year.
Not the year that starts with Rosh
Hashanah. I mean, the academic year. If

you’re a student, a student’s parent, a teacher,
professor, or other education professional, the
beginning of September can mean only one
thing. It’s time to get back to the grind.

This is both exciting and a nerve-wracking
time. You want people to like you and appreciate

your skills, talents and special gifts. You want to feel welcome and make
others feel welcome, too.

Seeking approval is an important part of life.
We all do it, right?

As overachievers, my husband and I try to
start early. He mentioned that some new col-
leagues were moving in down the street at the
beginning of August. They were moving from
another country, so we should try to help, we
figured. The wait for one’s belongings to arrive
and pass through customs can be a while. (For
us, it took ten days.) Meanwhile, my husband
was out of town when they arrived…so I sprang
into action. We loaned them a picnic basket
filled with dishes, silverware and cups, some patio chairs, and when they
asked, even a broom and dustpan.

A few days later, my husband home, we enjoyed a Saturday together out
in the sunshine. When we checked our email again, we found that our new
neighbour had asked us to loan more items. We apologized, but explained
we weren’t usually online on Saturdays. “Oh!” she replied, “Do you do a
tech Sabbath?” (I had to look this up, but this term was coined in 2010 by
Tiffany Shlain, an internet pioneer, and her husband, Ken Goldberg, a
robotics professor. It is based loosely on the notion of unplugging from
technology on a traditional Sabbath.)

I was flummoxed. There seemed to be no nice way to say, “Uhh, no, I do
real Shabbat!” So, I thought, ok, I will try to explain. I said something like:

“In the safety of Canadian diversity, I can say that we observe real
Shabbat (Sabbath), not just “tech Shabbat”... (I had to look up who Tiffany
Shlain was.)

We are Jewish and try to take the day off from Friday night to Saturday
night. So, we have a big family dinner on Friday nights, we go to syna-
gogue on Saturdays many weeks, and we spend the day together, some-
times with friends. 

However, if you need to reach us, you can always call the landline or
walk over and knock on the door. We use the phone when necessary, drive,

turn on lights, etc. We are not very strict in our observance, sometimes we
spend the day as a family outside, at a farm or doing an outing together.

We just try to rest and not to work!
We hope your belongings will arrive soon!”
And her response? – I kid you not. She said, “Thanks for sharing.”
I felt completely uncomfortable and embarrassed. This was from a new

neighbour, someone to whom we offered loans and tried to welcome. I left
it there, I had nothing else to say. My partner was somewhat more hopeful,
that perhaps they were just clueless. He tried to explain how hard it is
sometimes to be a minority in this way.

In the end, I realized that this fit right into the
“new school year, new school experience.”
Many of us are seeking approval from peers,
colleagues, family members and friends. We
jostle and jockey for position. We want others to
admire us, or at the least, accept who we are.
Then, in an effort to bond, or make connections?
Maybe, we overshare with people who could
care less.

At the start of the new school year, I’m often
keen to make new connections, but it would’ve
been altogether possible for me to say nothing
about who we were, or why we weren’t online

on Saturdays. We might even have saved ourselves the trouble by not offer-
ing to loan things in the first place. 

However, in the interest of being welcoming to strangers, and reaching
out to make new friends, I ended up feeling embarrassed and self-conscious
rather than proud. I didn’t like it.

Before I moved to Canada, I lived in the Southern US in a place where I
had good reason to feel wary about revealing too much about my religious
life. We knew it could be an issue; it wasn’t an especially tolerant place.

Based on recent news events: a swastika painted on a car in River
Heights, an election scheduled for Shemini Atzeret–I have to conclude that
maybe it’s time to be more careful here. 

Sadly, for the first time in ten years in Canada, I’m wondering if I would
have been better off to keep my own counsel and keep my Jewish practice
to myself–and reveal less. Maybe if I were hip, I’d be considering a new-
age tech Sabbath, but rather, I’m connected to something that’s perhaps less
popular, but a lot deeper. Sometimes, sharing this is important, even if isn’t
always the cool answer.

Joanne Seiff is a freelance writer, editor and knitwear designer. She’s the
author of three books, including one about the Winnipeg Jewish
Community– From the Outside In. Read more on her blog: www.joanne-
seiff.blogspot.com

By

JOANNE SEIFF

Many of us are seeking approval
from peers, colleagues, family
members and friends. We jostle

and jockey for position. We want
others to admire us, or at the

least, accept who we are. Maybe,
we overshare with people who

could care less.
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LEYA TAPPER
(nee Cogan)

March 30, 1946 – August 15, 2019
It is with great sadness,

we announce the passing
of our mother, baba, sister,
and aunt at the age of 73.

Mom will be missed
greatly by her loving fam-
ily: husband Bernie, daugh-
ter Heather (Jeff)
Koplovich daughter-in-law
Lauren Tapper , brother
Harvey Cogan, sisters - in-
law Nessie and Marcia
Cogan and Roslind Olin,

brother -in -law Peter Olin grandchildren, Anna Aaron,
Addison, Gabriel, and Alyssa, nieces and nephews as
well as extended family and friends.

Mom was predeceased by her parents David and
Bertha Cogan, her brother Louie and her son Richard.

Mom was born in Fort William, (now Thunder Bay),
and moved to Winnipeg to be with her brothers when
she was 16. She graduated from Garden City Colle-
giate. She then worked at Bnai Abraham Synagogue.
She met my dad shortly after and they decided to work
for her father who at the time owned a clothing store on
Marion Street called David’s Men’s Wear. A few years
later the name was changed to David’s His & Hers.
After some tough times, they decided to close the store.
Mom then stayed home for awhile to raise her family.
When Richard and I were in school she decided to go
back to work. She worked at the Royal Bank for many
years. She enjoyed her work there and met many
friends along the way. During that time, her and her
brother Louie went into business together and started a
property management company called C & T Holdings
Ltd. They purchased properties and kept them as rentals.
She loved to buy and sell properties; it was her passion.
She enjoyed every aspect of the business. She also
liked to travel, and she and my dad spent time in Palm
Springs in the winter. It was her favorite place to go.

Mom was the most kind, considerate, loving, and
compassionate person. Her family was her one and
only priority and she made sure we were taken care of.
Mom’s huge smile and positive attitude even through
the most difficult times will be forever missed by all her
friends and family.

The family would like to thank all the nurses and
doctors that took wonderful care of her while she was
in hospital. Especially a great big thank you to Dr Allan
Schaffer who was there for my mom as a doctor and a
friend.

Services were held on Monday August 19, 2019 at
the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. Thank you to Rabbi
Matthew Leibl and the staff at the synagogue.

Pallbearers were Allan Cogan, Joel Cogan, Gerald
Olin, Elliot Olin, Hart Poskar and Jordan Farber.

In lieu of flowers a donation can be made to The Leya
Tapper Memorial Fund at the Jewish Foundation 204-
477-7525.

She will be missed by all, but her memory will live
on in us forever.

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams,
$8 per column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

Unveiling
The family of the late

MURRAY
SPARBER

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, September 15, 2019
at 11:45 a.m.

at the
Bnay Abraham Cemetery

Lunch to follow

In Memoriam

CHARLOTTE
KARR

who passed away
September 12, 2008

12 days in Elul

LEONARD
KARR

who passed away
August 31, 2017

9 days in Elul

In loving memory of

— With fondest memories of a wonderful life.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LEONARD B.
WIENER

who passed away
September 7, 2008

7 days in Elul
— Forever loved and
remembered by your wife
Arlene, daughter Robyn, son
Mark (Lorie), stepchildren
Stuart (Denise), Selyna,
grandchildren Caitlyn,
Jessica, Jared and Zachary
and family and friends.

In Memoriam

SAMUEL
ZAIFMAN
who passed away
August 31, 1957

4 Days in Elul 5717
Time has not diminished our
memory of you.
— Kenneth Zaifman and
Sharon Zaifman-Kravitz and
their families.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH GERSHON
KAPLAN

who passed away
August 21, 1966
5 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

BERTHA
SCHWARTZ
the loving wife of the
Late Harry Schwartz

who passed away
September 6, 2009

17 days in Elul
You live on in our memory
and in our hearts forever.

— Sadly missed by her sons,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

Unveiling

The family of the late

ROSALIE
SHAPIRO

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a foot marker

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, September   22, 2019
at 11:30 a.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park

SOPHIE SHINEWALD
It is with great sadness

that we announce the pass-
ing of our mother, grand-
mother and great grand-
mother, Sophie Shinewald,
nee Aaron on August 27,
2019 at the age of 106 years
old.  Sophie passed away
at the Grace Hospital, from
complications after break-
ing her hip a few days ear-
lier. 

She will be missed dearly
by her daughter Jackie (Roy Shaw), son Ed (friend
Brenda Schachter), grandchildren Stewart (Michelle
Stockal) Shaw; Carole (Tom) Schwartz; Benjamin
(Marice Hart), Shinewald; Alix (Todd Stevens)
Shinewald; Jeremy (Samantha) Shinewald; Michael
(Marissa Freed), Shinewald, 15 great-grandchildren,
her cousin and close friend, Molly Rosenblat.

She was predeceased by her husband Hy in 1984; her
parents Shmuel and Ritza Aaron, her brother Ishi
Aaron, her sister Bessie Tennenhouse and her daugh-
ter-in-law Sharon Shinewald.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the
Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre, 1588 Main Street,
Winnipeg, R2V 1Y3, phone 204-339-1701

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

SEPTEMBER   4

In Memoriam

Walter passed away
August 25th, 2018

In loving memory of

— Forever cherished by their children, family members and all
who knew Walter & Zora Stern.

Zora passed away
August 25th, 2001

ZORA & WALTER STERN

17 years later and to the hour
Together again - we are certain Zora greeting him with: “Walter,
what took you so long?”.
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LARSEN
2X3everlasting

2X3

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
YAKIR

who passed away
September 3, 2014

8 days in Elul
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHERRI
COGAN GALL

who passed away
September 15, 2011

17 days in Elul
—  Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
family and friends.

In loving memory of

DAVID HENDIN
who passed away

September 28, 2005
24 Days in Elul

Memories we tenderly hold to
love to cherish and never forget.
— Deeply missed by beloved
wife Bernice, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
In memory of

SYD HENDIN
who passed away

September 24, 2006
As time unfolds
memories keep you near
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your loving wife
Shirley and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RUBY
HOFFMAN
who passed away

September 17, 2005
13 Days in Elul

You are always on our minds
and forever in our hearts

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter,
daughter-in-law and grand-
children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RHEA
KRAWETZ
who passed away

September 11, 2017
Her beautiful memory will live
on forever.
— Deeply missed by her
children, grandchildren,
mother, family and many
friends.

In Memoriam

MORRIS
LIBERMAN

In loving memory of our dear mother and father

MARY (Mishke)
LIBERMAN

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

who passed away
August 25, 1988
12 Days in Elul

who passed away
September 4, 1980

23 Days in Elul

In loving memory of

PEARL YAFFE
May 10, 1918 - Aug. 17, 2013

who passed away
11 days in Elul 5773

We love you. We miss you. You
inspire us each and every day.

In our hearts you will live
forever.
— Martin, Clifford, Richard
and families

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
father, grandfather, and

great-grandfather

JACK BARISH
who passed away
August 24th, 1988

11 Days in Elul
Corresponding to

September11, 2019
Gone is the face we loved so dear.
Silent is the voice we loved to hear.
Remembering you is easy.
We do it every day.
Missing you is the hardest part
As the pain never goes away.
No longer in our lives to share.
But in our hearts forever there.
— Your loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
31st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SARA
SIMOVITCH

who passed away
September 7, 2000

8 days in Elul
Sadly missed along lifes way
Quietly remembered every day
No longer in our hearts to share
But in our hearts she is always there
With aches in our hearts
and tears in our eyes
we light the nineteenth candle
in your beautiful memory.
— Always remembered with
much love & sadly missed by
your children Sandra, Ean,
Harvey, Rona, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren & family.

j.fed.       2x2

In Memoriam

— Ever remembered by your family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

LEIBLE ANTEL
August 11, 1987
16 Days in Av

VITTEL ANTEL
September 27, 1987

4 Days in Tishrei

who passed away
In loving memory

KERRY
KLUNER

who passed away
August 30th, 2001

11 Days in Elul
What we once enjoyed and deeply
loved, we can never lose, for all
that we love deeply becomes a part
of us.
Your are forever in our hearts.
— Your loving wife, children,
mother, brothers and family.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH
LABOVITCH

who passed away
September 15, 1959

12 Days in Elul
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving son Irvin,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

60th Yahrzeit

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

SEPTEMBER  11

5th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK YALE
PIERCE

who passed away
September 10, 2014

15 days in Elul
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his sisters and
family.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MIRIAM LUCY
KATZ

who passed away
September 5, 2017

14 days in Elul
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, grand-
children and great-grandson.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CLARA
SAPERSTEIN

who passed away
August 24, 1991
13 Days in Elul

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

DR. SIDNEY
BLUMENTHAL

13th Elul, 5738
He was a beloved man.
—Always remembered by
Susan, Heather, Brian and
Jennifer, extended family
and friends.

21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ABIE
ROSENBERG

who passed away
September 6, 1998

16 Days in Elul
Absent from our lives
Forever in our hearts
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by Pearl,
Brenda, Michelle z’l, Cindy,
Naomi z’l and their families.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DINA KAPLAN
who passed away

September 16, 1989
17 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IZZY LANK
who passed away
August 28, 1961
16 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his sons and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHEILA
GUTKIN

who passed away
September 14, 2016

11 days in Elul
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving husband,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

the locker
room, a
rubdown
t a b l e ,

showers, and the steam room.” (Ed. note: In our
next issue, you can read Sid Green’s description
of the Albert Street Y’s steam room as the best-
ever steam room – much better than the one on
Hargrave.) “Behind the wall of the steam room
was a space where logs were fed to keep the
boiler hot. The came the stairs that led down to
the basket room, managed by Phil Geller.”
(Hershfield doesn’t mention the woodworking
shop.)

“On Saturdays,” Al Chisvin continued, “we
had gym – and there were clubs. The clubs used
to have meetings…We played floor hockey in
the auditorium” (which Chisvin said took up the
entire fourth floor).

“Was it with the round doughnut puck?” I
asked Chisvin (which I remember so fondly
from my own days at the Y on Hargrave).

“That’s right,” he answered.
“But what about social activities?” I won-

dered. “Did you have dances there?” I asked
Chisvin.

“The Y was the social place for young Jewish
kids – teeners. Most of them came from the
North End, but also some from the South End
and that’s where we actually mixed with the
South Enders.”

There was a “teen canteen”, he explained.
“First it was in the Peretz Shul on Aberdeen
Avenue. We had entertainment – singers,
dancers. Later we moved into the Y.

“The clubs would take turns sponsoring the
canteen. They would put on a skit, a musical –
very talented.”

I asked Chisvin whether, if you belonged to a
club, you would stick with it through all your
teen years at the Y?

“Oh yah,” he answered. At that point Chisvin
showed me a program from a Y reunion held in
1980 of members who had belonged to the Y
from 1944-52. On the front of the program were
the names of all the clubs. Some of them cer-
tainly stand out: “Jarvis Bums”, “Y Not’s”,
“Gabalots” – and my personal favourite:
“Chicklets” – which was the late Babs Asper’s
club – and about which I’ll have more in our
next issue.

“When we got to be 17, 18, 19,” Chisvin con-
tinued, “we switched to Sunday nights.”

At that point he showed me a page in the pro-
gram that was the playbill for a musical written
by Base Marantz titled “Careeba” and which
had been produced sometime in the 1940s. As I
looked over the names of performers and
behind-the-scenes participants, I noticed that
Sid Green’s name appeared as both having con-
tributed “additional lyrics” and as a cast mem-
ber.

That got me to thinking: Sid Green was a
prominent member of the YMHA for years. He
was a former youth director and president. He
was also the first director of BB Camp. I said to
Al Chisvin that seeing Sid’s name in the pro-
gram made me think that I ought to also inter-
view him about his days at the Albert Street Y.
That interview – which I also videoed and will
have up on our website by the time our next
print edition comes out on Sept. 18, proved to
be most memorable – especially when Sid sang
an entire song in Yiddish.

Albert Street Y
Continued from page 16.
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Make a valuable contribution to democracy

Work at the election
  As a poll worker for advance polling days and election day 

  A variety of paid positions available

  Training provided

  Apply now: elections.ca/jobs 

Ways you can vote 
  On election day

On advance polling days

  At any Elections Canada office (deadlines apply) 

By mail (deadlines apply)

Contribuez à la démocratie

Travaillez à l’élection 
  Comme préposé au scrutin pour les jours de vote 
par anticipation et le jour de l’élection

  Plusieurs postes rémunérés sont disponibles 

  Formation offerte

  Postulez ici : elections.ca/emplois

Façons de voter 

  Le jour de l’élection

  Les jours de vote par anticipation

  À n’importe quel bureau d’Élections Canada 
(des dates limites s’appliquent) 

Par la poste (des dates limites s’appliquent)

F E D E R A L  E L E C T I O N É L E C T I O N  F É D É R A L E

A U T O M N E  2 0 1 9F A L L  2 0 1 9

Books
with a great deal of nostalgia (hey, haven’t
you noticed that this paper is just full of
stories about what life was like in those
days? Just read a Gerry Posner column.),

Tregebov has captured so many of the sights and sounds of a bygone era
that it is bound to bring a smile to the face of even to the most jaded of
Winnipeggers. (I don’t remember eating in Eaton’s Grill Room, for
instance, but I do recall hearing how their sandwiches all had the crusts
sliced off.)

One of the problems for many readers, however, will be trying to relate
to the descriptions of the curling club atmosphere in the Queen Victoria.
The author clearly has a very soft spot in his heart for what was the old
Maple Leaf Curling Club and he’s very dismissive of the move to the brand
new building (which some of us will remember was the “Highlander”.) As
for the nuances of curling – well, that also can be a might confusing, but
you have to hand it to Tregebov: He does make the game seem exciting. I
just find it a bit of a stretch to imagine male Jewish curlers who must have
been well into their 40s, if not their 50s and 60s in the 1960s and 70s, slid-
ing out of the hack all the way to the hog line – especially after having con-
sumed as much food as the characters in “Shot Rock” were constantly
doing.

Max Foxman is made out to be a real villain in the book and I suppose
the manner in which he goes about forcing the sale of the old QV is truly
Machiavellian, but the fact that he does get a good price for the old build-
ing – and that club members will benefit financially from the sale, should
actually be considered something laudable. Thinking back on the history of
Winnipeg’s Jewish community, whenever something old gave way for
something new – whether it was a synagogue, a school, or an old YMHA,
there were always those who were bitterly opposed – especially when the
move to build something newer was led by one of the community’s wealth-
iest “machers”. Isn’t that the way it always is?

There are other side plots in the book - not ones that I found to be of great
interest though, such as Blackie’s failed marriage to Deirdre, or the
“Trotskyist” leanings of his teenage son, Tino (whose best friend, Michael,
is apparently more than just a “friend” to Tino). One side plot that does
prove to be worthy of attention though, is Blackie’s relationship with
Sophie Foxman, Max’s wife. It’s both humourous and endearing.

Still, as much as I truly enjoyed reading “Shot Rock”, I couldn’t help but
feel that it’s too much an inside joke. So many of the references are to real

places that if you did-
n’t grow up in
Winnipeg in the 1960s
and 70s, just can’t res-
onate the way they
would if you did. Add
to that the fact that so
many of the charac-
ters’ names are taken
from real people, you
might be asking your-
self: Is Michael
Tregebov making fun
of these people or is
he honestly nostalgic
about their eccentrici-
ties and manner of
speaking? (One name
in particular jumped
off the page for me. I
won’t divulge the
character’s name, but
I think it was wrong to
use a highly unusual and easily recognizable name – which did belong to a
certain well-known individual. I’m not sure that authors have license to do
that sort of thing when it may offend surviving family members.)

I admit though that I read this 220-page book quite quickly because I
could relate to so much of the plot – and that I was drawn into the vivid
manner in which it brought back to life a period in my own growing up here
that I had largely forgotten. I’m sure it will do the same for many of the
readers of this paper.

We’ll have more on Michael Tregebov and the history of the Maple
Leaf Curling Club in our next issue. Hint: Tregebov has admitted to me
that his story of a Jewish curling club in Winnipeg splitting up as the
result of a north end - south end fissure was entirely made up.

Shot Rock
Continued from page 13.

The B’nai Brith Bonspiel was an annual event
at the Maple Leaf Curling Club. Seen in this
photo are members of the 1961 powerhouse
Rube Ludwick team, which won the bonspiel
on several occasions (l-r): Rube Ludwick,
Ernie Ludwick, Max Cohen, and Lew
Chernick       (photo taken from Jewish Post archives)



The Rady JCC is thrilled to present the 10th annual Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture and
Jewish Book Fair from October 26 – November 3, 2019.  Tarbut blends sought-after
musicians, speakers, films and authors in one whirlwind festival of international and local
talent.  

“The mission of  the Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture is to share the beauty of Jewish
Arts in a program of cultural offerings you won’t find anywhere else in Winnipeg at any
point in the year,” says Rady JCC Assistant Executive Director, Tamar Barr. “We’ve
worked hard to bring a mix of international and local musical talents, award-winning
authors, a comedian and compelling films to entertain everyone.” 

Opening Night Event: Saturday, October 26, 8:00 p.m.
Rami Kleinstein and the Piano
Celebrating YMHA/Rady JCC’s 100: Honouring the Past Presidents
Israel’s most popular contemporary singer, Rami Kleinstein, opens the 10th anniversary

season of Tarbut. Known as Israel’s Piano Man for his beautiful love songs, soothing
voice and exquisite piano playing, Rami’s been called the Israeli Elton John and Billy Joel.
He has earned triple-platinum albums for his soulful ballads, and won accolades for his
unforgettable live shows. In celebration of the YMHA/Rady JCC’s 100th anniversary,
Rami Kleinstein and the Piano will be a gala event with Rami performing a solo concert
on the beautiful Asper Campus Steinway.  All are invited to join the wine and dessert
reception following the concert.  

Centre Piece Concert: Wednesday, October 30, 7:30 p.m.
Mal Magorel Pays Tribute to the Music of Bette Midler
The show, which was an overwhelming sellout during Music ‘N’ Mavens 2018, will be
bigger and “bette”r than ever. Mal and her incredible seven-piece band comprised of some
of Winnipeg’s finest musicians, will take you on a journey through Ms. Midler’s extensive
musical catalogue including such hits as Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy, Wind Beneath My
Wings, The Rose among many others. This show is a must see for any Bette fan.

Stand Out Concert: Saturday, November 2, 8:00 p.m.
Yemen Blues presents The Great Hallel
West End Cultural Centre
The wildly popular Yemen Blues, led by the charismatic
Ravid Kahalani, is embarking on an all new project Yemen
Blues presents The Great Hallel. Hallel is a Jewish prayer,
a verbatim recitation from Psalms 113-118, recited by
observant Jews on holy days as an act of praise and
thanksgiving. The new compositions are derived from
Kahalani’s thoughtful reading into the deep spiritual
meaning of this holy text. After selling out the Berney
twice, and rocking the Winnipeg Folk Festival, Tarbut is
thrilled to host the full nine-piece band that guarantees an
audience on their feet. Round transportation from the
Rady JCC to the WECC is available. 

Closing Night Event: 
Joel Chasnoff Standup Comedy Show!
Sunday, November 3, 7:30 p.m.
Joel Chasnoff is the rare stand-up comedian who’s also a
former IDF combat soldier. A Chicago native, Joel has
performed his unique brand of Jewish comedy in nine
countries including two off-Broadway shows, a USO
comedy tour of Japan and Korea and more than 1,000
Jewish events. “Joel Chasnoff was amazing at the United
Synagogue Centennial. He literarily had 1,200 people
praying…that his act wouldn’t end.” shared Rabbi Charles
Savenor, Director of Engagement, Park Avenue
Synagogue, New York.

Early Bird Special - Purchase tickets to above events by
October 3 and save 20%. 

Other Tarbut highlights include:
91A & 370 H Panel: Tuesday, October 29, 7:00 p.m.
In 2019 the YMHA/Rady JCC is celebrating a milestone -
100 years. Please join our panelists as they share their
memories of 91 Albert and 370 Hargrave. Audience par-
ticipation is encouraged. Our panelists are Al Chisvin, Roz
Greenfeld, Les Marks and Susan Turner and moderated by
Kinzey Posen.
Presented by the Rady JCC and the Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada. No admission charge

Family Musical Shabbat Dinner with Ravid Friday,
November 1, 6:00 p.m.
Join us for a Yemeni Shabbat with Ravid Kahalani from
Yemen Blues.  Family atmosphere, interactive Shabbat
experiences, delicious food, a Yemenite Kiddush, and a
cappella singing with Ravid. 

Eva Wiseman Book Launch: Healing Lives: A Century
of Jewish Physicians 
Sunday, November 3, 2:00 pm, 
Born in Hungary, Eva Wiseman came to Canada with her
family when she was a girl.  She began to write at a young
age, and her books have earned her significant recognition
and critical reception.  Her latest book examines the con-
tribution of local doctors. Presented by the Rady JCC and
the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada. No admis-
sion charge

Plus:  Best of the Fest Film Fest

Golda’s Balcony, The Film 
Sunday, October 27, 2:00 pm, 
The acclaimed Broadway show about the former Israeli
Prime Minister is now a motion picture with Tovah
Feldshuh in a tour de force performance.  (USA, 2019). 

Bag of Marbles
Monday, October 28, 7:30 pm, 
Based on the true story of Paris writer Joseph Joffo’s
childhood in Nazi-occupied France. When his parents
send a young Joseph and his brother off alone to get to the
French Zone Libre, they quickly learn to fend for them-
selves.   Full of immaculate period detail and breathless
dramatic moments. (France, 2017)

Enjoy a 20% discount on certain events until Oct. 3.
Tickets are now available for purchase online on
www.radyjcc.com or by calling (204) 477-7510. 

Rady JCC Presents 10th Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture
Early Bird Tickets Now on Sale!! 
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Nostalgia Weekend Committee Planning Special 100th YMHA/Rady JCC Celebration 
November 15-17, 2019

Feeling nostalgic about the good old days?  Although many former Y members
and friends are dispersed around from some of our old neighbourhoods, a group
of past YMHA & Rady JCC members are organizing a Nostalgia Weekend to cel-
ebrate and remember the glory days. Be sure to mark down November 15 -17 at
the Rady JCC for a weekend of memories and activities as we get together and
reminisce about our “Y” days.  

Rady JCC Board Members and YMHA enthusiasts Murray Gilfix and Tannis
Mindell are the Co-Chairs of the 100th Anniversary Committee. “Murray Gilfix
and I are honoured to be the co-chairs for this amazing milestone in the history of
the Jewish Community of Manitoba”, commented co-chair Tannis Mindell. There
are so many of us who remember with great fondness participating in the myriad
of activities offered by the YMHA and now the Rady JCC. Over the 100 years,
members both young and old have had a place to gather and establish lifelong
friendships. 

Friday, November 15, 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Dinner 
Please join us for the opening program of the
Nostalgia Weekend as we celebrate 100 years of the
YMHA/Rady JCC.  Everyone is invited as we wel-
come in Shabbat with old and new friends and loved
ones in the warm and comfortable setting of the
Rady JCC. Enjoy a delicious Shabbat dinner fol-
lowed by musical entertainment and singing. Plus
time for sharing memories and reconnecting with old
friends. The Shabbat Dinner is chaired by Glenda
Segal and is joined on the committee by Fay-Lynn
Katz and Lisa Manning. 

Saturday, November 16, 7:30 p.m. – 12:00 a.m.
“Y” Days Canteen Dance
Thinking about the good old days? The high point of
the Nostalgia Weekend is sure being our version of
the
“Y” Days Canteen Dance. You will get to experi-
ence the amazing live music of the band Rewind,
dancing, reminiscing with friends, and of course the
famous Hot Dog Special –hot dog, coleslaw, fries &
gravy. You won’t want to miss out!! We are sure that
the sights, sounds and even the smells will take you
back to the Y on Hargrave.
The “Y” Days Canteen Dance is chaired by Eileen

Curtis.  Committee members are Al Chisvin, Roz
Greenfeld, Gail Fine, Gail Katz and Miriam Kohn. 

Sunday, November 17, 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Brunch & Schmooze
This informal and yummy brunch will provide
everyone with a great opportunity for social time, for
a chance to look at old photos, check out memora-
bilia, and reminisce.  This committee is chaired
Rietta Floom who is joined by Sharon Love and
Debbie Hoffman on the committee. 

Sunday, November 17, 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Floor Hockey Tournament
A gathering of this kind would not be complete with-
out a Floor Hockey Tournament. Spanning many
generations, the game of Floor Hockey has been a
constant presence as a social, recreational and
engagement activity. Chaired by Lyle Smordin and
joined by Marvin-Ben Ari on the committee, the tour-
nament will be a great way to close the weekend. All
alumni of the YMHA and the Rady JCC and current
Rady JCC members and friends are encouraged to
participate.

Additional Nostalgia Weekend committee members
involved in the planning of this special event and
100th year celebrations are Marty Greenfeld, Phyllis
Lavemen, Carla Paul, Bert Schaffer, Avrom
Charach, Terry Lapp, Gail Cantor and Rory Paul.

There are many great programs and activities to look
forward to for this centennial year 

° Community-Wide Block Party
Sunday, September 8
12:00-2:00 pm

° YMHA/Rady JCC Celebrates 100
Rami Kleinstein & the Piano
Honouring our Past Presidents 
Saturday, October 26 
8:00 pm

° 91A & 370 H Panel / 
Tuesday, October 29  7:00 pm
Panelists: Al Chisvin, Roz Greenfeld, 
Les Marks and Susan Turner
Moderated by Kinzey Posen. 
Presented in cooperation with the Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada. 

Registration for the Nostalgia Weekend is now open. Make sure to take advantage
of the Special Weekend Price of $100 for all the events.   Everyone who registers
for the Nostalgia Weekend will receive a complimentary Rady JCC Weekend
Guest Pass to enjoy.

Join us in celebrating 100 years with $100 for 100. Building on the success of 100
years, your donation of $100 will pay tribute and honour the long standing histo-
ry of the YMHA/Rady JCC and will help to ensure that our legacy lives on.  

Be sure to check out our fantastic new 100th anniversary T-Shirts for sale in trib-
ute to our special year. 
You can find them for sale at the Rady JCC Sports Desk and at our special events.

Are you planning on attending? Would you like more details? Please contact
100th@radyjcc.com or (204) 480-6562. 

To register for the Nostalgia Weekend; www.radyjcc.com or call (204) 477-7510.
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