
Introduction: In his first entry,
which appeared in our Aug. 22
issue, 19-year-old Elan Levine
explained how he was now
volunteering on Kibbutz Ein
Gev on the Sea of Galillee,
prior to his participating in a
program called “Marva”. Here
is Elan’s second submission to
our paper. Following his
account of some of his most
recent experiences, we have
the story how Elan’s parents
actually met in Israel.)

I ’ m
n o w
enter-
ing my
t h i r d
w e e k
at Ein
G e v ,
a n d
I ’ v e

got quite a bit to write about. In
the time I’ve spent working on
Susita Beach, I’ve uncovered
that waking at five and working
for eight hours in plus 38
degree weather six days a
week can be about as draining
as you’d expect. That, and that the hospitality of Israeli beach-dwellers
is really quite something to behold. 

On Susita, it is apparently an unwritten rule that when someone
assists you, whether by tidying the area you’re camping in, filling your
air mattress, or simply pointing out where the showers are, you offer
said person food, a drink, and ask them to sit with you.

In my three weeks working at Susita, this has happened to me on no
fewer then nine separate occasions. My co-workers tell me that count
is only going to multiply, since beach attendance tends to sky rocket
towards the end of August.

Also interesting is how apparently FASCINATING it is to meet a
Canadian in Israel. Every group of beach-attendees, hearing my dis-
tinct lack of an Israeli accent, of course asked where I was from.

Some guessed my home country, with a pretty wide cast of guesses.

Among these guesses were: The States, Sweden, England, and even the
Netherlands. 

After saying I was Canadian, I heard a variety of responses. Believe
it or not, I only heard ‘Canada? Must be cold.’ - ONCE! I was usually
asked which part of Canada I was from, and while I was kind of
impressed with how many people here have heard of more prominent
places like Toronto and Montreal, believe me when I say that NO one
in Israel has even HEARD of Manitoba. Even more impressive to me
is how many people said they had family back in the great north!

Two people had kids in Toronto, and one older man had a niece in
Vancouver. He even called her on his cell and had us chat for a bit! It
turns out she graduated from university last year with a degree in psy-

Kibbutz diary (part two)

By LES BERMAN
In the late 1950’s, as

the State of Israel was
beginning to grow, the
Karen Kayemet, the
Jewish National Fund,
sent an emissary to
Winnipeg. Sinai
Leichter and his wife
Nessia, along with their
two daughters,
Rachelle and Tzila
came to Winnipeg
with the specific goal
of raising money to
buy land and build
farms in Israel. And
successful they were. Two farm towns were started with
Winnipeg contributions - Eshbol and Pa’amey Tashaz. They are across
the road from each other in the northern Negev.

I visited Eshbol in 1964 when I spent the summer in Israel on BBYO
program. It was dust and a couple of houses. And I had a photo of
Pa’amey Tashaz the same year. More dust and a few sheep.

This past June, I was in Israel and decided to drop in on these two
farm towns. They are no longer dust - they are substantial agribusi-
nesses, green and yellow, trees and crops. And now, the laborers are
not just  Israelis, but Thai immigrants, as well.

Interestingly, when I met some of the people at Pa’amey Tashaz, they
did not know why there was a small garden with plaques with names
of all these people from a place called Winnipeg, Canada. I had the
opportunity to explain what had happened. And then they under-

stood.
So, who were the contributors to this growth? All Winnipeggers. The

descendants of these pioneer investors in Israel should take great pride
in the contributions of their parents, grandparents, and great-grand-
parents 50+ years ago.

Eshbol is a moshav in southern Israel. Located in the north-western
Negev near Netivot and Rahat, it falls under the jurisdiction of
Merhavim Regional Council. In 2006 it had a population of 240.

The village was established in 1954 as a farm by members of the
"Eshbol" organisation who were immigrants from Iran. Its name means
the spike of maize.

Photos of all 31 plaques can be obtained by e-mailing
jewishp@mymts.net.

Winnipeggers sewed the seeds for 2 Israeli settlements in the 1950’s
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Former JNF emissary to Winnipeg
SINAI LEICHTER (left) with former
Israeli President EZER WEIZMAN

Two of 31 plaques erected in a garden at Pa’amey Tashaz in honour of
Winnipeggers who helped to create the farm towns of Pa’amey Tashaz and
Eshbol in the northern Negev. The plaque at the left is in honour of Jacob
Hecht, while the one at the right is in honour of Saul Simkin.

By

ELAN LEVINE

Continued on page 34. See “Kibbutz diary”.

ELAN on a Segway in Jerusalem



My father, Itamar Levine, was born and raised on a sheep farm with
his father Naaman, and his mother Beela. At age 18, he was drafted
into the Israeli Defence Force. 

After completing basic training, he was placed in Combat
Engineering, where he spent three years laying down suppressing fire,
repairing equipment, and disarming mines after feeling around for

them with a knife. 

During his tour of
duty, my future
mother and his
future wife, Beth
Henteleff, had just
completed high
school, and had left
home to explore
Israel. She was vol-
unteering on Ramat
Rachel Kibbutz, and
was sent to help on a
certain sheep farm.
As it happens,
Itamar had the day
off, and was at
home. 

When they
met, they spent
the day working
with the sheep,
assisting them in
giving birth.
Afterwards, they
went for a walk
together, and
Itamar asked an
interesting ques-
tion. “Have you
ever fired a gun
before?”, he
asked, in
Hebrew. 

Beth, being a
Winnipeg city
girl, never had.
‘Do you want
to?”, he asked,
g e s t u r i n g
towards the
service rifle
fastened to his
back. She
thought for a
second, and
said “yes”. 

After handing
her the firearm,
he showed her
the proper
stance, and said
“Go ahead.” He
glanced for-
ward. “Look out
for the cow!”,
he warned. Beth
then closed her
eyes turned her
head away, fired
one round,
and yelled
“OKAY, I’M
DONE!”

To this day they both say that was their first date. After living togeth-
er for several years in Israel, and enjoying such adventures as raising
Itamar’s two younger brothers and smuggling Beth into an active mil-
itary base under a blanket on a jeep seat, Itamar completed his tour
of duty and decided to meet Beth’s family in Canada. 

They landed in December, exposing Itamar to snow en masse for the
first time in his life. After meeting Beth’s father Yude, and seeing the
Winnipeg Jets play, Itamar began school at Red River College. With
his experience as a combat engineer, he decided to major in mechan-
ics. After graduating, he worked under an ex-World War II fighter pilot
doing vehicle repairs.

After being pestered slightly about marriage by Yude, Itamar simply
asked Beth in their car, “So, DO you wanna get married?”, and of
course, she said “yes”. 

They were married twice, in fact. Once in Canada, and again in
Israel - for both sides of the family. After Beth became pregnant with
my older brother, my parents moved out of the city on to East Selkirk
farm property in 1990, where they have lived, and I was raised, ever
since.

Love among the sheep: How Elan Levine’s parents met

chology. 
I also had the opportunity to go

on a tour of Jerusalem with the
rest of the volunteers. Not just

ANY tour of Jerusalem, either. A Segway tour of Jerusalem. (A Segway
is a bizarre little vehicle thing that seems like a combination of a bicy-
cle and a Vespa... kind of slow moving, but fun all the same! After we
were all given a brief lesson, we were set free to zip around the city,
while following a guide around the sights. Riding a Segway on old city
cobblestones without falling over is TOUGH though. I’m proud to say
that, pathetically, I only flopped over twice!  Okay... maybe three
times.

I also have a change of routine to look forward to in a little while.
There’s a reason attendance at Susita goes up this time of year. The
beach is closing next week, and as such, people are trying to get some
last minute beach-ing in before that happens. 

This means that I’m going to be shifting to new work. At the moment,
I don’t know where I’ll be assigned. I look forward to the change of
pace, however. As much as I enjoy Susita, I came to Israel for a mul-
titude of experiences, and a change of occupation seems like the per-
fect way to add to my repertoire of happenings. So, I look forward to
the impending uncertainty. I’ll be sure to tell you all about it when it
all comes together, readers. Until then, though, cheers.
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ELAN LEVINE with his family in Bet She’an in
2010. (l-r): older brother ARIEL, ILAN, father

ITAMAR, and mother BETH

BETH HENTELEFF with her future husband, 
ITAMAR LEVINE, on the sheep farm in Israel

where they met in 1979



Russian mathematician Gregory Perelman
solved the seemingly unsolvable “Poincaré
Conjecture”, a 100 year–old challenge to prove
that a shape without a hole can be formed into
a sphere. 

Anyone who could solve the problem was
able to claim a $1 million prize, along with the
Fields Medal, math’s equivalent of the Nobel
Prize. The Poincaré Conjecture in mathematics

is a theorem about the characterization of the three–dimensional
sphere among three- dimensional manifolds. Born in Leningrad in the
former Soviet Union (now St. Petersburg, Russia) in June 13, 1966,
Perelman was the son of an electrical engineer who liked to challenge
him with brain teasers. Perelman wrote about his father: “He gave me
logical and other math problems to think about. He got a lot of books
for me to read. He taught me how to play chess. He was proud of me.” 

Perelman’s family was Jewish. His mother was a math teacher and
his younger sister, Elena, also became a mathematician. As a young-
ster, Perelman was a child prodigy. He trained at a St. Petersburg
school devoted to maths and physics. 

At the age of 14, Perelman was noted as the top achiever in his St.
Petersburg mathematics club. At 16 he achieved a gold medal at the
1982 International Mathematician Olympiad in Budapest, Hungary.
Perelman’s interests extended beyond math to Italian opera, and he
spent his small amounts of pocket money on recordings. After gradu-
ating from a St. Petersburg university, Perelman worked in the USSR
Academy of Science in St. Petersburg. In the late 80s and early 90s
Perelman held posts at several universities in the United States. The
Poincaré Conjecture was posed by the French mathematician, Jules
Herri Poincaré, in 1904. It seeks to understand the shape of the uni-
verse by explaining the relationship between shapes and surfaces.
Experts agree that Gregory Perelman cracked the century–old

Poincaré Conjecture in 2002. The only
problem is that Dr. Perelman is not interest-
ed in prizes and had already turned down
the European maths prize. He said that he
does it for the math, not the money. Besides,
he can control the universe. Money is not
important to him, he says, in spite of he fact
he lives with his mother in a small one-bed-
room apartment. “Perelman produces an

impression of an absolutely sane, healthy,
adequate and normal person. He is realis-
tic, pragmatic and clearheaded”- a

Russian journalist wrote about him after the interview. The genius
refused the prize, claiming the knowledge gained was worth more
than any financial reward. A film company is going to make a docu-
mentary about Perelman. The film will focus on both cooperation and
struggle among three major mathematical schools in the world: the
Russian, the Chinese and the American ones. More recently Perelman
has signed an agree-
ment with a Hollywood
producer to make a
movie about his life.
Perelman has agreed to
serve as a consultant for
that movie. The name of
the producer: James
Cameron. You might
have heard of him. He
made a couple of little-
known films called
“Titanic” and “Avatar”.

Brilliant Russian mathematician turns down $1 million prize 
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By

CECILIA FOMIN

GREGORY PERELMAN

National Council of Jewish Women of Canada President, Marni
Besser is very pleased to announce that NCJWC has received a certifi-
cate of appreciation from Member of Parliament, Joy Smith. 

The certificate is “to acknowledge and honour the outstanding efforts
of the National Council of Jewish Women of Canada to help pass Bill
C-310.  As a result of NCJWC’s support, Canada has strengthened its
tools to combat modern day slavery.”

Through the efforts of President Marni Besser and the NCJWC sec-
tions in Vancouver, Edmonton, Winnipeg and Toronto, through advoca-
cy and letter writing to support the passage of this bill, we are proud of
our efforts to help in the passage of this important bill, NCJW said in a
press release.

Following is an excerpt from a letter written by Joy Smith to Marni
Besser:

Dear Ms. Besser,
On June 2, 2012,Bill C-310, An Act to Amend the Criminal Code (traf-

ficking in persons) was adopted by the Senate of Canada and received
Royal Assent on June 28, 2012.

I want to personally thank you and National Council of Jewish
Women of Canada for your support of Bill C-310. With the Royal
Assent of Bill C-310, Canadians who engage in human trafficking and
modern day slavery abroad are no longer exempt from prosecution in
Canada. Furthermore,  the definition of human trafficking has been
enhanced to include key factors to help police and courts to better
identify cases of human trafficking. These are significant steps forward
in the fight to end modern day slavery and position Canada as an inter-
national leader.

M.P. Joy Smith thanks National Council of Jewish Women 
for help in passing bill to fight human trafficking



Introduction:
In our April 4, Passover issue, we ran the first

part of 96-year-old Egon Landsberg’s fascinat-
ing story how, as the son of a Jewish father and
a Christian mother, he grew up in Nazi
Germany.

In that story Landsberg explained how, even
though he never identified as a Jew, neverthe-
less, like anyone else who had some Jewish
blood, he fell victim to persecution at the
hands of the Nazis.

At the end of that story, Landsberg noted that
he was able to make his way to England in
1939. Here is the continuation of his story, in

w h i c h
L a n d s b e r g
tells how he
happened to
arrive in
C a n a d a ,
What follows
is Lands-
berg’s vivid
descript ion
of his time
spent in an
E n g l i s h
d e t e n t i o n
camp and his
e v e n t u a l
forced relo-
cation to
Canada:

Detention in England and relocation to Canada
“When I came to England as a refugee from the Nazis in April 1939,

hundreds, if not thousands of people were living in England at that
time, having escaped persecution as Jews, or for political reasons. I
became friends there with the family of a young woman whom I had
gotten to know in Berlin, where she had worked as an au pair girl with
the family of my only friend I had been in school with. Through her
sister, I got a job at a small seaside hotel owned by her cousin, where
I had to clean and restock two bars during the day and play the piano
at night - for room and board and whatever tips I could make. I was
22.

“When war broke out in the beginning of September, everyone in
the United Kingdom carrying a German passport was interned – there
was much fear of a “fifth column”. So they interned not only actual
Nazi civilians who had been captured on ships, but threw these
together with the very people who had fled from them. The camp I
was sent to was at Seaton in Devonshire. It actually had been a
“Holiday Camp”, consisting of many small 2-3 person huts but also a
large administration building with an assembly hall – more like a club
house. It even had a stage.

“In this camp were roughly 1000 Nazis and 750 refugees, including
a 16-year old Jewish boy who had been going to school in England,
also a 65 year old Jewish engineer and a well known communist who
had fought against the Fascists in Spain as far back as 1936, as well as
an equally well known leader of the Social Democrats in Austria. 

“We segregated ourselves from the Nazis, who were mainly crew
and passengers of a German liner which had been captured and, to
show our affiliation we made camouflage nets for the British Army.
There were a few altercations with the Nazis, who, by use of a smug-
gled radio were riding high on the German victories at that time. 

On our side, there was much cultural activity, ranging from English
lessons to painting; I had the good fortune to get to know Leo Freund-
Corvin, a former editor of a well-known German magazine. We
teamed up to create a musical for which he wrote the texts and I the
music, making good use of my accordion (which, by the way, was my
father’s parting gift, when he allowed me to sell his Amati violin); for
quiet and solitude I was able to make use of one of the detention
rooms. This first opus, of course in German, was named “The bride
from Ophir”. 

As luck would have it, the Germans from the captured liner who
were in our camp included also the ship’s orchestra, consisting of
seven members, and they were only too happy to cooperate with us
and helped with the orchestrations. This transcended political isms.
The musical was performed twice on the stage of the ‘clubhouse’; not
only the British camp commandant, but also some of his staff as well
as a few people from Seaton came to see it and it was a great hit. A
second musical was written, called “I owe you”, for which I also
wrote the music to its many songs, but it got only to the general
rehearsal in June 1940 because of our being shipped out. 

“Meantime we survived a cold winter in our little huts, which only
had a small electric heating coil; we managed to increase its output
when we found some chicken wire and added an additional coil
which glowed red and burned out fast.

“After the fall of France in 1940, the tension in the camp was rising
daily, with rumours of an impending invasion. On the Nazi side they
still seemed to have a clandestine radio and we ‘benefited’ by their
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Your Members of the Legislative Assembly

Wish You and Your 
Family a Safe and 
Happy Rosh Hashanah

Jennifer Howard
MLA for Fort Rouge

(204) 946-0272
JenniferHoward.ca

James Allum
MLA for Fort Garry-Riverview

(204) 475-2270
JamesAllum.ca

Kevin Chief
MLA for Point Douglas

(204) 421-9126
KevinChief.ca
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Escape from Nazi Germany 

Continued on page 37. 

“The camp I was sent to was at Seaton in Devonshire...In this camp
were roughly 1000 Nazis and 750 refugees”

EGON LANDSBERG



p r o p a -
g a n d a .

And then, one evening, there was a gen-
eral rollcall. A list of names was read,
comprising about half of the camp’s
inhabitants, and they were told to be
ready to move out of the camp by mid-
night. There was no hint as to what the
destination would be. There were quite
a few who did not want to go and
swapped names with others who did. I
was among this first callup. We were
allowed one suitcase; the rest of our lug-
gage would be sent at a later time. My
choice was my accordion and I also
managed my tiny Hermes Baby type-
writer; I put on as much clothing as was
comfortably possible.

“Midnight came and we were brought
to the railway station and, at about 3 a.m. wound up in the port of
Liverpool. There had been a great deal of speculation as to where we
were going; most thought it would be the Isle of Man, where we knew
that a large internment camp existed. But our eyes were opened when
we were marched towards the bow of a great ship with the name
“Empress of Canada”. The entrance doors were wide open and inside
we could see soldiers in German uniforms milling about and as we
entered, we were greeted with ‘Heil Hitler, Kameraden!’ Our hearts
sank. For all we knew, the war could have been over and we were
being sent back to Germany. 

“We were allocated cabins or other places and I was luckily allot-
ted, together with a handful of other refugees, a mattress on the floor
of the library which was on an upper deck with lots of fresh air. But
we actually were surrounded by German soldiers who, of course, had
no inkling of who we were. Never will I forget the departure. It was a
dark night, anti aircraft balloons hung eerily in the sky, occasionally
illuminated by roaming searchlights; but the worst was a group of
German soldiers at the railing singing ‘and wir fahren gegen
Engelland..’ as the ship was slowly manoeuvred by tugs through the
harbour.

“The ship traveled without a convoy and this was of course the
height of the German U-boat attacks on trans-Atlantic shipping. 

“We were allowed about 20 minutes to walk freely outside on deck
in the fresh air; then a whistle would blow and we had to return to our
allotted places inside. One day, after the whistle had blown, a shot
rang out, British soldiers with drawn revolvers stormed down on us
and herded everybody down into the bowels of the ship – as far down
as it was possible. The excitement and tension was great and, down
below, with a horde of people jammed into narrow corridors, the lit-
tle available air was further fouled with the stench of vomit, because
quite a few became sick.

“Eventually we were allowed back up, and from some of the
German soldiers who eyewitnessed the event, we learned that one of
theirs who moved provocatively slowly when the whistle blew, had
been shot and killed. I later was told that one of the British officers,
who was quite drunk, had given the order to shoot when the German
provoked with his demeanour. In any event, it was then announced
that the following day there would be a burial at sea with full military
honors. But, this  stirred the belligerency of the German soldiers fur-
ther and, because we were billeted so close to them, we learned of
their thoughts of taking over the ship which they probably could have
done fairly easily, not only because they were in the majority but also
because the British were either very young or very old, or, as I found
out later, very drunk. When I learned of the Germans’ plans, I suc-
ceeded to get to a senior officer on the bridge; being able to talk fair-
ly good English enabled me to convince a guard to take me there.
While  this officer was obviously inebriated, my report to him result-
ed in barbed wire coils being put up in all the hallways and general
vigilance  increased.

“Other than this episode, our crossing was smooth and without inci-
dent. I don’t think we realized at the time how very lucky we had been
to have escaped the U-boat Wolfpacks; the next ship, the ‘Arandorra
Star’, which, among others, also carried some 200 inmates from the
Seaton camp, of whom over half drowned when the ship was torpe-
doed and sunk, with a total loss of life of some 600 interned refugees.
Unfortunately, on this ship was also my suitcase, which contained my
most precious possessions, namely copies of the two musicals, com-
plete with orchestration. At a later date I was able to copy at least the
melodies from someone who had the score. In any event, we arrived
at the port of Quebec and were loaded into some ancient railroad cars
for our trip into the interior. I had the clothing I wore, my accordion
and typewriter and all of 10 cents in my pocket. Welcome to Canada.

“After a three day and night trip, we stopped in the middle of a thick-
et at the edge of a lake in Ontario and were marched a few miles to
arrive at a bunch of barracks surrounded by barbed wire; further in the
distance we could see what looked like a pulp and paper mill. Later

we would find out that the barracks were
originally erected to house workers at the
mill which had become bankrupt in the
meantime and that we were at Red Rock,
near Nipigon, Ont. on the shores of Lake
Superior.

“Inside the barracks were double decker
cots, about 30 of them; there was an oil drum
on its side converted to a stove with a bunch
of wood in front of it and there was a con-
nection to the next barracks, housing wash-
ing facilities and pit toilets. The walls were
bare and a few nails in them allowed us to
hang our clothing. At first, when we showed
ourselves at a window, some of the Indian
looking guards would shoot, not directly at
us, but to hit beside the window. We found
out later that they had been told that we were
U-boat crews in civilian clothing and partic-

ularly dangerous!
This was July 1940,
it was warm and the
sun was shining and
when we were
marched down to
what turned out to
be a mess hall, the
long tables had
benches and on
paper plates set for
each was a gleaming
red apple – some-
thing we hadn’t seen
in many months. 

“There were about
1150 internees in
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Best Wishes for a
Happy New Year

Ross
Eadie

City Councillor

Mynarski Ward

986-5188

from

Continued from page 36.

Continued on page
38.

The Empress of Canada - one of many ships that
were used to convey troops from Canada to Great
Britain and to bring prisoners and refugees back on
the return voyage. Landsberg found himself on this
ship in June, 1940.



the camp, of which some 180 were
anti-Nazis, including 80 Jews. The rest

were communists and political or religious refugees. But it was a for-
gone conclusion that it would be impossible for opponents of Hitler
to live in peace within a compound dominated by a Nazi majority.
This became soon very clear when they marched around shouting
“Juden raus” and when two of the Jewish doctors were viciously beat-
en up. But the Canadian Camp Cammandant simply punished every-
one “for fighting” and our strong representations to become separated
from the Nazis fell on deaf ears. Our group then went on a hunger
strike and, after almost three days, the Commandant promised a sep-
aration, which however happened only many months later.

“Through my playing the accordion often outside near the barbed
wire fence, I kind of ‘befriended’ one of the guards who came to lis-
ten and one day in November, he threw me the folded page of a news-
paper. It turned out to be the editorial of the Winnipeg Free Press, enti-
tled ‘Internment Scandal’, written by a Grant Dexter. This dealt in great
detail with the hasty and indiscriminate internment history in England,
as well as the fact that both Nazis and refugees from them were
interned together and shipped overseas where nobody knew anything
about these men. I wrote a letter to Grant Dexter detailing the situa-
tion in our camp and also about our hunger strike and my ‘friend’ on
the other side of the wire fence took it from me and mailed it. 

“Sometime in December 1940, I was cited in front of the camp
Commandant and closely interrogated. What he mainly wanted to
know was of course how I had been able to get a letter out of the camp

(which made me

happy, because it
proved that the letter
had reached its des-
tination and that
authorities had at
least taken note).
Despite the fact that
I was threatened
with a fine of
$10,000 and years
of incarceration
under the espionage
act, I wouldn’t tell
that one of the
guards had helped
me. The end result
was a blessing in

disguise: I was given 28
days solitary, but this was
in a small room in the
administration building,
which was centrally
heated and a far cry from
life in the barracks,
where now, in the mid-
dle of winter, clothes
froze to the bare walls
and the horse blankets
covering us were white
with frost in the morn-
ings and where sleeping
with some 50 snorting
and snoring men was a
challenge anyway. I even
was allowed to have my
accordion and, while
there, wrote three patri-
otic songs. The only
drawback was that to use
the toilet, I would be
marched by an armed guard to the middle of a field where stood a
ramshackle outhouse; sitting on the ice covered seat, with icy winds
blowing from below and through the cracks in the walls was hardly
conducive to lingering!

“It would take another five
months until our constant pleas to
be separated from the Nazis were
successful and we were moved to a
camp at Farnham, Que., where
already other refugees from other
camps were lodged. Although our
camp was now designated as
“Refugee Camp”, the barbed wire,
guard towers and all the accou-
trements belonging to an intern-
ment camp remained in place.

“What happened to me there and
in the next camp at Sherbrooke,
Que. until my release in 1942, is
part of the book ‘Snowflake Kisses’
by Len Webster.

After the renaming of the internment camps at Farnham and
Sherbrooke to “Refugee Camps”, it now became possible to be
released under the then existing immigration laws which provided
admission as either farmers or industrialists. Very few of us actually
belonged to either category, but there were ways around it. On a farm
in southeastern Quebec lived Bertha Dasen, with her husband, sister-
in-law and brother-in-law. The sister-in-law, Elisabeth, had been a
schoolmate of my mother’s in Berne. Her effort to obtain my release
was successful because she used the farm they lived on as a prop; in
reality she would use me as a general factotum in and around the
large cottage she owned on the shores of Lake Memphremagog, only
about 1 km away from the farm, which also served as a boarding
house for guests in summer.

I had been there only a couple of months, working outside as well
as inside, including the kitchen, when one day two RCMP officers
arrived, chided “Aunty Elisabeth” for letting me, as a German enemy
alien, wash dishes, when there was a danger that I could poison the
guests. Apparently a woman who worked there also and lived in the
local village had spread the word of the German who was washing
dishes in the kitchen! A clean bill of health, given to the officers on
my behalf by the Dean of Stanstead college, who was holidaying at
the cottage with his family, did not help the situation. I was ordered
to leave forthwith and travel to Prescott, Ont. to work on a farm there.
But the man owning the farm also owned a glove factory and that’s
where I wound up. There were already several other refugees who
previously had been released from internment to “work on the farm”.
The owner of the plant, himself an escapee from Nazi persecution as
a Jew, had it made, because it was very difficult to find suitable oper-
ators working the special sewing machines for fine ladies’ gloves and,
on top of it, we represented extremely cheap labour. Of course this
was much preferable to me than farm work and I adapted quite easi-
ly. It was somewhat of a sweatshop: we got $10 a week and I paid $8
for room and board in a private house. I still had only the clothes on
my back, since my luggage had been lost on the Arandorra Star.

So here I was, 25 years old, newly released from a two year period
of confinement and now also courting a young woman my age who
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A P.O.W. camp in Angler, Ontario - also
on the shore of Lake Superior, similar to
the camp in Red Rock in which Landsberg
spent the winter of 1940. 

““There were about 1150 internees in
the camp, of which some 180 were anti-
Nazis, including 80 Jews.”

Through my playing the accordion often
outside near the barbed wire fence, I kind of
‘befriended’ one of the guards who came to
listen and one day in November, he threw me
the folded page of a newspaper. It turned out
to be the editorial of the Winnipeg Free Press,
entitled ‘Internment Scandal’, written by a
Grant Dexter. This dealt in great detail with
the hasty and indiscriminate internment his-
tory in England, as well as the fact that both
Nazis and refugees from them were interned
together and shipped overseas where nobody
knew anything about these men. 



worked in the factory,  who was the
owner’s best worker. She was from the

German speaking Sudentenland of Czechoslovakia and her parents
and she fled with many others when Hitler invaded their country, as
they were on the black list because of their political affiliations. They
were farmers with a very limited educational background and,
although my new lady friend had progressed beyond the ability to
read and write, there were vast fundamental differences between us,
which, love starved as I was, did not matter to me. She had a room in
the house on the owner’s farm, in which lived a Czech refugee family
who actually worked on the farm. They were an older couple and sort
of ersatz parents to my friend and, after once we had made love in her
room, her saying “It’s allright, he’s going to marry me” made things in
this very strict and puritan environment acceptable. 

When the owner of the factory realized what was happening, he
made my life very difficult, because he sure didn’t want to lose his best
worker - which would have been extremely hard for him to replace.
The situation eventually became so unbearable that I quit my job and
sent a wire to Ottawa asking to be reinterned. I also assured the
authorities that I wouldn’t leave the town (since I was an enemy alien
and restricted as to movement) and that I would send a letter with
details supporting my request. I was strongly supported by a teacher
couple who had gotten to know me well because I was very active in
the local church hall where they held many meetings as well as social
events.

My wire brought immediate action by the immigration people, who
came to Prescott, Ont., where I was located, and settled the matter. To
the chagrin of the factory’s owner, we were allowed to marry and were
transferred to Montreal, to work in another glove factory but under dif-
ferent circumstances: I was assigned as a “presser” of heavy industrial
mitts and gloves which had to be “pressed” over metal forms filled
with live steam: A hot and sweaty job which also produced many a
burn on my arms. But, I was on piece work and paid like all the oth-
ers. I soon caught on to the task and got a fairly decent wage. When
we married, Agathe, my wife, had $ 400, I had nothing. But now she
was also on piece work in the ladies’ glove department and earned
good money. At this time, and until sometime in 1943, I, as an “enemy
alien” was obliged to work where I was put.

Before we started work in Montreal, we spent a few days at Aunty
Elisabeth’s guest house on the lake as our honeymoon; I then went
first to Montreal to look for suitable housing. I stayed in the apartment
of Margaret Sheffer, daughter of Bertha Dasen,who was married at the
time to Otto, publisher of the “Jewish Review” in Montreal. He used
to sell tickets to a benefit dance by phone and got me to drive with
him and deliver these and collect the money; the dance, however, he
would only organize once sufficient tickets had been sold

In looking at affordable places, I came across one where there stood
a piano; of course I couldn’t help myself, but sat down and played
something. A man came out from one of the rooms, listened, talked to
me, and obviously was very taken with my playing. When I left, he
knew only my name and that I worked in a glove factory. He eventu-
ally contacted me, having phoned all the glove manufacturers. He
was an Englishman named Hal Sandwith and, out of this chance
encounter, blossomed a long friendship with some far reaching con-
sequences.

In a relatively short time, we were able to move from the furnished
(and bed-bug ridden) room I had found to a studio apartment with
kitchenette and later to a “cold flat” with garage, (heated with an oil
space heater), which I furnished with pieces from a second hand
store, some of which I remodeled or painted
so that in the end it looked considerably bet-
ter.

When, in 1943 the “enemy aliens” who
had been released from internment were
reclassified and became landed immigrants
retroactive to 1941 (enabling me to become
a Canadian citizen in 1946), we were freed
from the requirement to work where we had
been put. I quit my job as a presser and
became a stock clerk and shipper for a hard-
ware wholesaler; in the evenings I took an
accounting course to adapt whatever knowl-
edge I had in that field from the hotel school
I had attended in 1933/4 in Italy.

In time I bought my first car in Canada with
the almost affordable $ 175 it cost for a 1931
Essex Coupe with rumble seat; never mind
that it had neither brakes nor compression…
for me it was an affirmation that I had
“arrived”.

In 1945 I found a position with a group of
engineers as their office manager/accountant
and general factotum. They had a staff of

draftsmen whom they hired out by the hour to industries who only
needed temporary work. I did all the cost accounting and time sheets,
but also all correspondence (I knew shorthand) and eventually also all
customs clearances for items my bosses imported to see whether they
could make a go with these on the Canadian market. Among the cus-
tomers for draftsmen was a prominent consulting engineer in the Pulp
and Paper industry named Eli Cowan, with whom I struck up a friend-
ship. He offered me a position as his office manager at a considerably
better salary than I had been getting and I took it in 1946. Then I was
able to upgrade to a 1940 Ford convertible which had belonged to a
relative of Margaret Sladen (who in the meantime had been divorced
from Otto Sheffer and married Dermot Sladen)- this car at last was in
good shape and Agathe and I were very proud of it.

Many “War Surplus” stores had sprung up in Montreal, selling actu-
al and assumed items from the military stores. I noticed that some of
the hottest articles were aviation sunglasses, such as the pilots had
worn during the war; these sold for $15 each, which was quite a lot
of money in those days (when butter or coffee sold for 35 cents a
pound). But they carried the Bausch and Lomb name, had ground and
polished lenses and gold filled metal frames. Sales of these, despite
the price, were very brisk; there was, I imagine, a lot of identification
with the heroes of the air war just ended. One day I got hold of a
Manhattan telephone book and found in the Yellow Pages a number
for “Manufacturers, Sunglasses”. I then registered, for $2.50, a com-
pany called “Federal Supply Agencies”, since I intended to also import
some war surplus, and sent a letter to a dozen of these companies to
find out whether they made aviation sunglasses. I got ten positive
replies and prices so low that, even with duty and transport, I could at
a minimum double my cost and offer real bargains to the war surplus
stores. Of course, these were not Bausch and Lomb sunglasses, but
had ordinary sunglass lenses and only gold plated frames. However,
they looked almost identical.

From the answering companies I chose the one whose tradename,
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“Rayex” appealed to me; this outfit
made two men’s and one ladies’

model. I sent them a letter on my newly printed letterhead promising
them Canada wide coverage provided that I got their line exclusively.
In those days, most US companies did not consider Canada a viable
market, and in any event, they couldn’t lose, because all purchases
would initially be on a c.o.d. basis.

Of course they were happy to oblige! But, in order to start up my
business, I just didn’t have sufficient funds and wouldn’t have been
able to get bank credit. So, I had a long talk with my boss Eli Cowan,
explained my plans, and he staked me with $1,000 at 6%. I was off
and running! My first order for one gross of Rayex sunglasses was
presold from a sample I had and, because I, at first, dealt only with

war surplus stores on a cash basis, I had a
good cash flow and could buy larger quanti-
ties. These stores couldn’t get enough; they
sold these glasses at the same price as they
had the Bausch and Lomb ones and made a
huge profit.

In those days sunglasses were not an article
you would see in stores like today. You had to
go to an optician to buy them and he would
show you a small selection he would have in
a drawer at very high prices. I went to a num-
ber of drug sundries wholesalers in town and
offered to give them a gross of these glasses
on consignment to try out; only two out of
four took me up on it and were immediately
successful and reordered. At that time I also
imported surplus electrical rubber tape, of
which I sent samples to all the electrical con-
tractors in the country and got many orders -
all on a c.o.d. basis, and I sold many cases of
these, which I imported from the States. This
eventually was cut short when I received a
letter from lawyers representing General
Electric, who were manufacturers of similar

tape, asking me to cease and desist from selling, as it “hadn’t been
tested and approved by the CSA”. Oh well, by that time I had skimmed
the market with this item anyway.

I made a lot of money this first year and was able to repay the loan
from Eli. In 1947, I quit my job to concentrate on my new venture. I
also traded my Ford for a 1946 Demo Buick Convertible - now I real-
ly had arrived! The company in New York invited me to visit them and
I got to know three fellows in Lower Manhattan, bought the frames
somewhere, the lenses and cases somewhere else, put it all together
and were “manufacturers” of these three models.

They had, however, been very impressed with my performance in
Canada and wined and dined me like a bigshot, which I wasn’t. They
couldn’t know that I worked out of my apartment and garage!
However I got to hear Nat King Cole at the nightclub one of the guys
took me to.

The sales success of the first year’s operation didn’t last into the sec-
ond: Many of my customers figured they didn;t need me and them-
selves investigated sources of supply, with the result that the market
became flooded with aviation sunglasses, which suddenly also would
be available in drugstores along with other sunglasses of the only
Canadian manufacturer who was allied to the largest US company in
this field. Meantime, also the Rayex people had began to enlarge their
range to include some plastic rimmed glasses, but it became increas-
ingly difficult for me to compete with domestic manufactured mer-
chandise. Nevertheless, I continued to plow ahead, made new con-
tacts in Montreal and Toronto, but could see that it was an uphill bat-
tle against the big boy in the industry and the fact that some of the cus-
tomers which I “awoke” did their own importing. So I started to try
and diversify and imported many sample shipments of various items,
from Austrian little carved figures to collapsible umbrellas, from car-
rycots for babies from England to electric toy trains from Italy, but
couldn’t get started with any of these on a scale big enough.

Epilogue: Egon Landsberg suffered a stroke while travelling in
Europe in the spring. He is now living with his son in North Bay,
Ontario and, by all reports, is recovering nicely. As a matter of fact,
he continues to read voraciously and, although his speech is some-
what impaired, his son reports that is able to read the many hundreds
of e-mails that he regularly receives from his thousands of friends. 
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By DEBRA RUBIN 
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Throughout the day

they dropped slips of paper into the beehive-
shaped basket – snippets on which they had
written the sins for which they were seeking
forgiveness. 

At nightfall, the group of about 15 people
sat in a circle reading aloud the sins and then
tossing the papers into the campfire. 

This wasn’t the typical recitation of Al Chet,
the confession of sins read on Yom Kippur,
but for these Jews it marked the end of a Day
of Atonement spent in a woodland park in
Oakland, Calif. 

“There was a real sense of recognition of a
lot of things people were asking forgiveness
for,” said Ari Kelman of Palo Alto, Calif., one
of the day’s organizers. “All the things were
individual, but there was a sense of collective
recognition for the sins during the course of
the year.” 

While millions of Jews worldwide spend
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur in syna-
gogue sanctuaries, school auditoriums and
other formal settings, some Jews find alterna-
tive ways to observe the High Holidays. That
often means praying, meditating and reflect-
ing while outdoors. 

Kelman, 41, has done just that for the past
few years, coordinating with friends he
describes as having strong Jewish back-
grounds. 

“We were looking for something that didn’t
feel like an endurance sport but was actually
comfortable, and allowed us to interact with
people we like and hit the parts of the service
that meant something for us,” said Kelman, a
professor of education and Jewish studies at
Stanford University. 

He says the service has consisted of select-
ed traditional prayers from the machzor, or
holiday prayer book, study sessions on the
Torah portion in lieu of a formal Torah read-
ing and “texts that ran the gamut from philos-
ophy to poetry to Bible.” 

Kelman says he was inspired by the experi-
ence of his friend, Amy Tobin. 

“The years that I sat in synagogue, I didn’t
get much out of it,” said Tobin, who has writ-
ten a musical that interpreted the story of
Lilith and a rock opera on the Book of Esther.
“When I’m sitting there, I’m not interacting
with the ritual, or the traditions or the text.” 

Yet she loves the High Holidays. “I love that
there’s this intense sense of intention and
renewal. And you’re always in a different
place,” said the Oakland resident. 

But a half dozen years ago, Tobin and her
friend Devra Aarons decided to spend Rosh
Hashanah in the woods. “We brought books
and a blanket and some snacks,” Tobin
recalled, alternating among reading, writing
and talking. 

“There’s something really nurturing about
being outside,” she said. “I think the place is
not even as important as the idea of giving
ourselves the time and space to do what we
need to do, both interactive and reflective.” 

Spending time outside became a tradition
for her and Aarons. Other friends, including
Kelman, soon joined them. 

Kelman “has drawn on sections of the ser-
vice, more so than I probably would,” Tobin
said. “For me, I’m more interested in the spir-
it of the season than I am in the specific
prayers that are part of the service.” 

Rabbi Mike Comins also looks for the spirit
of the service – and typically does it alone. 

Comins runs Torah Trek, The Center for
Jewish Wilderness Spirituality, a group that
holds Jewish-content retreats and programs
outdoors. While his organization doesn’t

hold programs for the High Holidays,
Comins, 55, takes to a mountain trail on the
second day of Rosh Hashanah. 

“The reason I don’t go out on the first day of
Rosh Hashanah and on Yom Kippur is I very
much believe in being part of the communi-
ty. I wouldn’t want to choose one or the
other,” he said. 

But the Los Angeles-based rabbi says, “I
connect to God best in nature, so to go cele-
brate Rosh Hashanah, which marks the cre-
ation of the world in
nature, is very mean-
ingful for me.” 

While on the trail –
typically for at least
half the day – Comins
does “a lot of the tra-
ditional davening,”
praying, “journaling,
chanting and personal
prayer.” 

“Part of the beauty
of praying in nature is
that you can stop and
listen,” he said. “Most
people say they don’t
hear a response from
God to their prayers,
but if you hang up
right when you’re
done talking, how do
you know?” 

Comins says he
knows the response
has come “when my
energy lifts.” 

Others trek to the
woods for holiday
experiences that com-
bine formal traditional
services with the
informality of being in
the wilderness. The
Boulder, Colo.-
based group
Adventure Rabbi, for
example, holds Rosh
Hashanah and Yom
Kippur retreats in the
Colorado moun-
tains, while the
Isabella Freedman
Jewish Retreat
Center in Falls
Village, Conn., hosts
observances for
Rosh Hashanah and

Yom Kippur. 
Tiferet Gordon, 29, has attended the

Isabella Freedman retreats twice. A rabbinical
student at Hebrew College in Newton, Mass.,
she’ll be leading the center’s music-filled
Reconstructionist-style service this year. 

Not only does Gordon, of Brookline, Mass.,
find spirituality in nature, she says that
attending the formal services at the retreat is
more meaningful than being in synagogue at
home. 

In Brookline, she says, “if you want to take
a break, you go outside and there are cars
and people are living their lives; it’s still
Wednesday, if it’s a Wednesday,” she said.
“Here you go outside and it’s still Rosh
Hashanah. Here, walking up and down the
paths, it’s like walking in Jerusalem. You see
someone walking and you know you can say
‘Shanah tovah.’ ” 

Experiencing the holidays outdoors doesn’t
always mean climbing a mountain or going
to a remote retreat. For some congregations it
means a nearby park on the second day of
Rosh Hashanah. 

Cherie Brown, 62, of Silver Spring, Md.,
belongs to one such synagogue, Am Kolel, a
Jewish Renewal congregation in nearby
Beallsville. She loves both the more formal
service on the first day and the smaller out-
door service on the second day that includes
lots of singing and discussion groups rather
than a formal sermon and a potluck lunch. 

“You’re outside, you’re in nature,” Brown
said. “It has this totally relaxed feel.” 
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Campfires, meditation and mountain trails – alternative High Holidays celebrations 

“Part of the beauty of praying in
nature is that you can stop and lis-

ten. Most people say they don’t
hear a response from God to their
prayers, but if you hang up right

when you’re done talking, how do
you know?” 



Compiled by BERNIE BELLAN
From the Sept. 5, 1932 issue

HEBRON ARABS DEMAND END OF “PRO-ZIONIST POLICY”
Jerusalem, (J.T.A.) A memorandum demanding the abolition of the

Palestine government’s “pro-Zionist policy,” the stoppage of Jewish
immigration, the abolition of the collective fines imposed on the Arab
villages after the riots of last year, greater compensation to the Arabs
affected by the riots and the release of all Arabs sentenced to prison as
a result of the riots was presented to the acting High Commissioner,
Mark Aitchison Young by a delegation
of Arabs from Hebron.

MISS GERTRUDE SHTATLMAN
AND MISS SARA BAKER who have
recently returned from California
where they studied the latest routines
in ballet, tap, acrobatique, and eccen-
tric dancing, have re-opened’ their
studio in the Music and Arts building.
They announce also the arrangement

of special classes for children
and business girls.

From the Sept. 3, 1942
issue:

QUEBEC PREMIER CALLS
UPON JEWS NOT TO LOSE
COURAGE

Montreal (WNS) -
Prime Minister
Adelard Godbout, of
the Province of
Quebec, stating that
a United Nations
victory over the
hordes of Hitlerism
was certain, urged
Jews in a special
message this week
not to lose their
courage in the face
of the Nazi atrocities
against the Jewish
people in occupied
Europe.

“Since the out-
break of the present

war,” the Prime Minister said, “the Jewish people have given to the
world, from the depths of greatest trial a splendid example of patience
and abnegation. In spite of the dire persecution they have sustained at
the hands of the mad hordes of Hitler thirsting for carnage and devas-
tation, they have carried their heads high pending the hour of justice
and deliverance.”

PTE. M. H. WALDMAN CAPT. BEN BRACHMAN
The 15th official casualty list reports two

western Jewish casualties in the Dieppe raid.
Private Maurice Harold Waldman, of the
South Saskatchewan Regiment, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Waldman, of Assiniboia, Sask.,
killed in action; and Capt. Ben Brachman, of
the Royal Canadian Army Dental Corps, for-
merly of Regina, dangerously wounded.
Capt. Brachman was mentioned by Ross
Munro as having distinguished himself by
his bravery in the Dieppe raid.

From the Sept. 4, 1952 issue
THE “CHEDER”

GROWS 
As you pass the

magnificent new
Talmud Torah at
Matheson and
Powers, it is a warm-
ing thought to think
back at the quality
and size of the various
structures that have
housed the institution.
In 1905, a single
room in a building
known as Edwards
Hall, housed the
three teachers and fifty youth who comprised the school. By 1906,
Dufferin and Charles was its permanent home. Six years later, the pre-
sent “white elephant” structure at Charles and Flora was erected, and
a year later, a “branch” was operated at MacGregor street, the former
school of the Adath Jeshurun congregation. In 1921, the long discon-
tinued Magnus and Andrews quarters were opened. Two years earlier,
in 1919, under the auspices of the Talmud Torah, classes were orga-
nized in the Dagmar Street Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, and about six
year later, another effort at bringing Hebrew to the South End was
launched with the opening of there of a branch serving the region until
the new Shaarey Zedek opened. 

From the Sept. 6, 1962 issue:
ASSUMES POST 

Joseph Margulius, president of the
Winnipeg Talmud
Torah, this week
announced the
appointment of
Rabbi Irwin E.
Witty of
Pennsylvania to
the position of
principal of the
Talmud Torah
( W i n n i p e g
Hebrew School),
and College. He
will also serve as
spiritual leader of
the, Ashkenazie
Synagogue. Rabbi
Witty arrived in Winnipeg September 4 to
assume his duties. 

In Philadelphia, he was associate rabbi
of Congregation Adath Zion and principal
of its religious school, a member of the
staff of Akiba Hebrew Academy, and prin-
cipal of the Cyrus Adler Hebrew High
School He was chairman of the education
commission of the Rabbinical Association
of Philadelphia.

(Continued on next page.)
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BUENOS AIRES
There was a renewed wave of anti-Semitic attacks last week against

Jewish students of a high school here who were beaten at the entrance
to the school. At the same time a Jewish tourist agency was machine
gunned.

The worst anti-Semitic attack was that against a theatre where “The
Hamlet of Stepney Green” by Richard Kops is being performed.

The building was savagely machine gunned last weekend from a
speeding car. For the first time the police arrested three offenders, all
aged 19 and well known for their anti-Semitic record of Nazi activi-
ties.

From the Sept. 7, 1972 issue:
United Church Won’t Offend Jewish Community -
Dr. Forrest Laments
Saskatoon (JCNS) – The United Church of Canada may be too con-

cerned not to offend the Jewish community in the country, the Rev. A.
C. Forrest, the editor of the United Church Observer, told its annual
general meeting here.

Mr. Forrest said this when the General Council approved a resolu-
tion asking for a meeting with Mr. Pierre Trudeau, the Prime Minister,
to discuss Middle East issues, including Arab criticism of Israel’s
administration of occupied territory by the United Nations Human
Rights Commission and a loan of up to $100 million to Israel from the
Canadian Development Corporation.

Canada’s First Jewish Premier
The election of Dave Barrett of the New

Democratic Party to the premiership of British
Columbia, marks the first time in Canadian his-
tory that a Jewish person has succeeded to this
office.

Mr. Barrett’s party swept to power by winning
38 seats in the 55 seat legislature, knocking out
the Social Credits, who have held office for 20
years.

From the Sept. 8, 1983 issue:
Sharon Home Must Meet New Financial

Challenge Meeting Told
Ingenuity will no longer yield the dollars the

Sharon Home needs to balance its budget, Dr.
Henry Faintuch, the home’s executive director,
told its annual meeting June 26. The Winnipeg-
based residential institution for Jewish senior cit-
izens faces economic problems, he said. These
include financial problems affecting society-at-
Iarge, and those peculiar to the home’s role as a
non-profit institution, largely supported by
third-party contributors.

In recent years, the home has faced financial
restraints because of severe restrictions in gov-
ernment funding, resulting in substantial operating deficits, Faintuch
said. As a result of shrinking financial resources, the home must meet
challenges of ever-greater efficiency and demon-
strate cost effectiveness.

Begin Announces Plan to Resign
Jerusalem (JTA) – In a move that shocked the

Cabinet and stunned the nation Premier
Menachem Begin announced last week that he
intends to resign. He made the announcement at
the end of a relatively brief Cabinet session…

Since the death of his wife, Aliza, last
November, Begin has been in a state of depres-
sion and has gradually tapered off involving
himself in day-to-lay activities. He has spoken out less frequently in
public, and when he has done so, he has appeared tired and with-
drawn.

The Premier is also known to be depressed over the stalemate in
Lebanon and the continuing toll of dead and wounded Israeli soldiers
there. He has also been buffeted by the mounting economic crisis and
the growing animosity between the Sephardic and Ashkenazic com-
munities. In addition, he is known to be dishearted by the Reagan
Administration’s persistent criticism of his government’

From the September 6, 1992 issue:
From Gene Telpner’s column:
Has the quality of life changed in Winnipeg? A great many people I

have spoken to at random lately feel that Winnipeg is no longer as safe
as it used to be.

This doesn’t necessarily mean we’re going to be mugged on the
street. On the other hand, the chances or an altercation of some kind

could happen.
Right now many of the beer parlors around the town have had many

kinds of patron problems, resulting in injuries and even death in at
Ieast one. I’ve had a number of people tell me they don’t feel safe on
the downtown streets after attending an after-dark show or attraction
of one kind or another.

From the Young Adult column by Robbi Goltsman-Ferris:
The Red C’s, Toga,

the Sox and the
Screaming Viking’s
are “catching” on in
a big way in
Winnipeg’s Jewish
community.

No, they’re not
some hot new rock
groups or trendy
clothing designers;
they happen to be
teams in the
Winnipeg Men’s
B’nai Brith Slo-Pitch
League - originally
formed nine years
ago as the Winnipeg
Jewish Men’s Slo-
Pitch League.

What began as six
teams comprising
75 players and a 12-
game schedule has
grown into a 16-
team league with
approximately 235
players and 180 reg-
ular season games. 
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Wishing our friends, family & clients 
a Happy Rosh Hashanah

DAVE BARRETT

Dr. HENRY 
FAINTUCH

MENACHEM BEGIN



Ed. note: The following story
first appeared in our Sept. 4,
2002 issue
By MATT BELLAN

It’s a cool, late summer night,
and constellations you can’t see
clearly in the city twinkle
brightly in the rural silence.

Enter a long wooden recre-
ation building, and you feel like
you’ve entered a kind of twilight
zone. Groups of middle-aged
adults are acting out elaborate
skits in Hebrew - spoofs on the
Charley’s Angels TV show, the
John Krepsey ghost story and
other material.

They’re acting, dancing and
cracking jokes just the way they
entertained each other decades
ago at this Hebrew immersion
summer camp.

Welcome to the Mifgash Massad Onsite Reunion Weekend August
23-25.

About 90 former campers and counsellors attended that gathering,
celebrating the 50th anniversary of Camp Massad, just north of
Winnipeg Beach, and some brought their children.

They immersed themselves in Massad nostalgia, singing, doing arts
and crafts and the improvised drama Massad is famous for.

The weekend drew former Massadniks from as far way as California,
England and Israel.

“I decided that come hell or high water, I was coming here for the
50th anniversary,” said Pam Singer of London, England, a camper and

councillor at Massad for about six years from the late 1960s to the
early 70s.

Singer, who works in adult education in London, has fond memories
of the “ruach” - the spirit and friends she made at Massad.

Leslie Corne of Los Angeles is one of those pals. A part-time singer
and actress and “fulltime mother”, she credits Singer, her “very first
councilor”, with inspiring her to pursue a singing career.

“She gave me encouragement - something every councillor is sup-
posed to do,” Corne said.

Leona Billinkoff, “camp mother” at Massad
from 1953-78, watched admiringly as Corne
and other former Massadniks performed in a
skit.

“When she was a camper, she did The Mad
Woman of Chaillot,” Billinkoff remembered.
“She was wonderful. We knew then she was
going to make it.”

Cheryl Hechter, who was at Massad from
1982-87, lives in Hod HaSharon, northeast
of Tel Aviv.

“I came here for a family visit and the
reunion,” she said. “It was such a good
opportunity to see people I haven’t seen for
15 to 20 years.

Hechter, who’s articling now as a lawyer,
credits the Hebrew and Zionism she experi-
enced at Massad with influencing her to
move to the Jewish state.

“This camp is a big part of who I am,” she
said. “It was a big part of my moving to
Israel.”

Allan Novak, a Toronto-based TV producer,
was at Massad as a camper in 1973, and a
councillor, from 1975-88.

“I introduced movie-making to Camp
Massad, using a Super 8 camera....” Novak
recalled at the reunion. We did Rocky, the
John Krepsey story, and other films.”

“Camp Massad was where we learned we
could do shtik. It was the first time I experi-
enced writing and creating, and it’s stayed
with me.”

Massad buddies Marcy Rappaport and Gail
White Cooper both came in from Toronto.

What Cooper likes best about the camp is
that “nothing changes. You know what you’re
going to get, except for the (new) pool and
flush toilets.”

And that, said Deborah Fleishman, co-chair
of the reunion weekend, was what the three
days of activities were all about.

“The whole weekend was to relive our his-
tory....No matter what age you are, it’s time-
less, it’s like family.”
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Former Massadniks fly in from U.S., England, Israel for 50th anniversary reunion
Gathering a chance for buddies to reunite, re-live Camp Massad experiences

LEONA BILLINKOFF
“Camp Mother” from 1953-78

2002 audience watching skit.



By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN
This coming Sunday night begins Rosh

Hashanah. Every Yom-Tov has its central
theme that is best expressed through the spe-
cial Mitzvah of the day. The main Mitzvah of
Rosh Hashanah is the sounding of the
Shofar. Let’s examine those special sounds
and then reflect on how those sounds reflect
the central theme of Rosh Hashanah.

The Shofar makes three distinct sounds,
the Tekiah which is a long blast, the
Shevarim which is a series of three short
sounds, and the Teruah which is a series of
nine or more very tiny sounds. Every time
we emit a series of short sounds, we precede
that series with a long blast and finish off that
series of short sounds with a long blast.

Each series of short sounds is repeated
three times. And there are three different
ways to create a series of short sounds: a
Shevarim-Teruah combined, a Shevarim alone, or a Teruah alone. By
repeating each of one of these three times and each time preceding it
and following it with the Tekiah sounds, we get a total of thirty sounds.
That, in a nutshell, is a description of the Shofar sounds.

Being a good trumpet player, is not enough to qualify as a shofar
blower. Each Shofar sound has a prescribed time that defines it and
there are a myriad of laws as to how precisely to blow the Shofar.
Sometimes one must redo a whole set of sounds, if only one sound did
not go well. So the Shofar blower must also be a Torah scholar.

In addition, the sounding of the Shofar is a very intense spiritual
moment. It is the climax of the Rosh Hashanah service and an out-
pouring of the soul. That is why the role of Shofar-Blower is reserved
for a person of great piety and deep knowledge.

Maimonides explains the sound of the Shofar as a bugle call, to
awaken Jews that have fallen into a state of deep spiritual sleep, obliv-

ious to the needs of their own souls.
Chassidic literature points out that the vary-

ing sounds of the Shofar parallel the sounds of
a human cry. A person that experiences pain
will scream out from agony, like the blast of
the Tekiah. If the pain is deep, he will not have
the strength to scream; instead he groans in
pain, like the sounds of the Shevarim. And if
the pain is extremely deep, he does not even
groan. He emits short gasps that are exactly
liked the Teruah. The sound of the Shofar is the
pangs of repentance (Teshuva) that the person
emits on Rosh Hashanah, the Day of
Judgment.

Rabbi Saadia Gaon, one of the early Jewish
philosophers, compares the sound of the
Shofar to the sound of a trumpet to herald the
crowning of a king. On Rosh Hashanah, we
refer to G-d in all our prayers as king because,
as the year starts, we commit ourselves to be

guided by the superior will of G-d, just as subjects accept the author-
ity of their king.

As one can see, the sounding of the Shofar is a deeply moving expe-
rience that constitutes the high-point of the Rosh Hashanah service.
The Mishna teaches that listening to the Shofar is even more important
than participating in the prayers. Every Jew should do all possible to
listen to the Shofar. If done properly, the Shofar must touch the heart
of every Jew and change the upcoming year for the better.

Before sounding the Shofar, we recite the verse of Psalms, “I call out
to You G-d from anguish, answer me with spaciousness and comfort.”
The feelings of anguish and sorrow over one’s past mistakes are quick-
ly replaced with a strengthened and renewed commitment to be bet-
ter. And that leads to G-d reciprocating with renewed blessing of a
good and healthy New Year.
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Happy Rosh Hashanah 
to all our friends and clients. 
From sophisticated and comprehensive requirements  
of business enterprises to the personal needs 
of individuals, we understand that the greater 
the need, the more experience matters. 

Maimonides explains the sound of the
Shofar as a bugle call, to awaken Jews that
have fallen into a state of deep spiritual
sleep, oblivious to the needs of their own
souls.

The sound of the shofar
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By TOM TUGEND
LOS ANGELES (JTA) – Thought your

daughter’s odd behavior was just another
preteen phase? 

There may be an alternate explanation:
The dybbuk is back.

The malevolent spirit from 16th-century
Jewish mysticism and folklore reappears
in “The Possession,” a Hollywood film
featuring Matisyahu and Kyra Sedgwick
that opens Friday. 

In keeping with the times, the spirit has
migrated from the Eastern European shtetl
of S. Ansky’s iconic play “The Dybbuk” to
contemporary American suburbia and the
home of Clyde Brenek, a high school bas-
ketball coach conflicted about the
divorce from his wife and the father of two daughters.

Clyde takes the girls – Hannah, 15, and Em, 11 – to a yard sale,
where Em is oddly attracted to a small box inscribed with Hebrew let-
ters and persuades her father to buy it. At home, overcome with
curiosity, Em is in her room when she pries open the box and finds a
bird’s skeleton, a lock of hair, strange carvings and an ancient-looking
ring.

Predictably, terrible things begin to happen. Em stabs her dad’s hand
with a fork and giant moths invade her bedroom. Her father disposes
of the box in a distant dumpster, but she sallies forth in her nightgown
across a dark deserted street to retrieve it.

The increasingly desperate father seeks medical advice; an MRI
reveals strange apparitions within the girl’s body. A psychiatrist is inef-
fective. Finally, a professor recalls the dybbuk story and advises Clyde
to travel to Brooklyn and appeal to an old Chasidic rabbi.

Clyde’s pleadings are rejected by the rabbi, but the rabbi’s son,
played by the reggae and alternative rock musician Matisyahu, takes
pity and agrees to try an exorcism.

In a stormy session, Em is freed of the
dybbuk – the dislocated spirit of an odious
sinner who dies before repenting and now
seeks refuge from avenging angels. 

It then infests her father until it is finally
forced to beat a protoplasmic retreat back
into the box. Though seemingly defeated,
the dybbuk eventually extracts its revenge.

There is no gain in saying that the PG-13
movie is quite frightening, even to the
mature skeptical mind. 

That said, it also is fairly safe to wager
that “The Possession” will not win any
Oscars, though young Canadian actress
Natasha Calis, as the possessed girl, is con-
vincingly frightening.

Jeffrey Dean Morgan as the sorely tried
father turns in a solid performance, while Sedgwick is stuck in the role
of his shrill, angry ex-wife, Stephanie. Matisyahu as the exorcist makes
an impressive screen debut.

Horrormeister Sam Raimi is the co-producer, with Danish director
Ole Bornedal at the helm of the film. The Lionsgate/Ghosthouse pro-
duction is based on a 2004 Los Angeles Times article by Leslie
Gornstein titled “A jinx in the box?” which gives it a conceivable claim
to veracity.

Gornstein’s article tracked a mysterious box – inscribed with the
words from the Shema prayer – allegedly brought to America by an
aged Holocaust survivor. It passed through the hands of various
calamity-prone owners until it was auctioned off on eBay. The high
bidder was Jason Haxton, a medical museum curator who investigat-
ed the story over many years and turned it into a book, “The Dibbuk
Box.” 

Haxton’s story is rooted in the actual world, with people sending

In Hollywood’s ‘The Possession,’ the dybbuk is back

Continued on page 47. See “The Possession”.



emails and
buying and
selling on
eBay, but in the

end he leaves it to the reader to decide
whether the story is a hoax.

Bornedal now owns the box and has it
buried in his backyard.

“I’m not superstitious,” he tells JTA, saying
that for a few weeks he has worn the ring
found inside the box.

Still, he acknowledges twinges of concern
while flying, aware that the ring was along for
the journey in his suitcase.

Bornedal speculates that the dybbuk’s pos-
session of Em was largely an allegory on her
inner fears at a time when her parents were
going through a bitter divorce. 

While shooting the movie, he says he con-
centrated on the production rather than
worry about the dybbuk’s alleged powers.

He maintained this attitude, he says, even
when all the neon light fixtures exploded one
day on the set in Vancouver, Canada, and
when a fire destroyed all the props used in
the movie shortly after the film wrapped.

His new film attests to the continuing fasci-
nation with the spiritual possession theme,
especially in movies that reenact the viewer’s
dreamlike fears while he is safe in his seat,
says Edna Nahshon, a professor of Hebrew at
the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York
who specializes on the Jewish theater.

In our time, she says, the dybbuk theme is
still alive in the Chasidic world and is con-
nected historically to kabbalistic teaching on
the transmigration of souls. 

Nahshon adds that the dybbuk theme is
found in various forms in almost every cul-
ture and religion. 

In Jewish tradition, the dybbuk is almost
invariably male, usually possessing a female
soul and body. 

This scenario gives the possessed woman a
“voice” to say what is normally repressed,
including sexual desire, Nahshon says. But in
“The Possession,” the gender identities are
murkier. The dybbuk, however, is female,
Bornedal says.

What is clear is that the dybbuk remains
with us in theatrical performances and books. 

Just before the opening of “The Possessed,”
a Los Angeles theater concluded the stage run
of “The Exorcist” with a different approach
than the famed 1974 movie, but also based
on William Peter Blatty’s novel.

The dybbuk theme also showed up in the
2009 movie “A Serious Man” by Joel and
Ethan Coen. 

The film opened with a visit by a presumed
dybbuk in an Eastern European shtetl, while
its central character is a man beset by slights
and setbacks that neither he nor the wise rab-
bis he consults can explain.

As for the grandfather of the cinematic
genre, the 1937 Polish Yiddish film “Der
Dibbuk,” it has been restored by the National
Center for Jewish Film and continues to enjoy
considerable popularity.

In recent years, the restored “Dibbuk” has
screened worldwide in venues ranging from
the Austrian Film Archive to an outdoor
screening at the Hollywood Bowl, said Lisa
Rivo, the film center’s associate director.
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Toronto rabbi charged for alleged 
sexual assault after 40 years

(JTA) -- A 71-year-old rabbi in Toronto has been charged with
indecent assault for allegedly sexually assaulting a student 40 years
ago.

Heshi Nussbaum appeared in court on Wednesday to face the
charge, the Toronto Sun reported.

Nussbaum allegedly sexually assaulted a 12-year-old boy at a
"private religious school" that he taught at and during a summer
camp between 1972 and 1975, according to Toronto Police.

There also may be more victims, according to a statement issued
by the Toronto Police on Friday.

Iran's uranium enrichment centrifuges have doubled
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Iran has doubled its production of urani-

um enrichment centrifuges at one of its underground facilities.
The expansion, reported by the U.N. International Atomic Energy

Agency, comes amidst mounting pressure from the West and
increased talk of a preemptive attack by Israel, which believes Iran
has a clandestine nuclear weapons program.

The number of enrichment centrifuges at the Fordow plant, which
is located deep inside a mountain, has more than doubled, rising to
2,140 from the 1,064 believed to be there in May, according to
Reuters.

The IAEA released the report on Thursday, which included details
on Iran’s having demolished of buildings and sterilizing the Parchin
military complex, according to Reuters. Such efforts would make it
harder for international investigators, if and when they are allowed
access, to detect the nature of nuclear research efforts there.

Tehran repeatedly says that its nuclear activity is for a domestic
energy creating program and peaceful research.

Talks between IAEA representatives and Iranian delegates
resumed last week at the agency’s headquarters in Vienna, Austria.

Repaired Sderot-area home takes
second hit from Gaza rocket

(JTA) -- A rocket fired from the Gaza Strip into Israel hit a house
near Sderot on Friday morning, but no one was injured.

Israel Radio reported the same house had sustained a direct hit in
the past.  

Friday's hit caused some damage to the property, according to the
report. Rescue forces treated one person for shock.

The area has seen several incoming rockets in the past few days.
The Israel Defense Forces struck munitions depots in the Gaza Strip
on Tuesday in response to the rocket fire. 



By PENNY SCHWARTZ 
BOSTON (JTA) – A giant googly-eyed fish, mischievous magicians

and sukkah-eating squirrels are among the characters in a new crop of
engaging Jewish children’s books that relate to the observance or
themes of the Jewish High Holidays. 

Here’s a rundown of the new books: 
Oh No, Jonah!
Tilda Balsley, illustrations by
Jago
Kar-Ben, $17.95 hardcover;
$7.95 paperback; $13.95
eBook
Ages 5-10 

The story of Jonah read in the
synagogue on Yom Kippur is
retold by award-winning chil-
dren’s writer Tilda Balsley in a
lively, rhyming beat that will
get the kids to listen. When the
prophet Jonah refuses God’s
request to persuade the people of Nineveh to change their wicked
ways, he runs off to a ship, is tossed overboard and swallowed by a
big fish. After Jonah prays for forgiveness, the fish spits him onto dry
land and Jonah convinces the Ninevites to repent. 

Balsley’s verse, which features the refrain “Oh No, Jonah!,” opens
the door for discussion about misbehavior, apologies and forgiveness
without being overbearing. Jago’s colorful illustrations – the fish is a
golden giant with a humongous mouth and large googly eyes – will
have young readers wading into the plot. The artist won the National
Jewish Book Award for his illustrations in “Nachshon Who Was Afraid
to Swim.” 

The Vanishing Gourds, A
Sukkot Mystery
Susan Axe-Bronk, illustrated
by Marta Monelli
Kar-Ben, $17.95 hardcover;
$7.95 paperback
Ages 3-8
A PJ Library selection 

“The Vanishing Gourds” is a
lighthearted backyard mystery
that captures the seasonal spir-
it of the joyous celebration of
Sukkot, reflecting its apprecia-
tion of the natural world. Susan Axe-Bronk’s first children’s book is
brightly illustrated by Marta Monelli. 

With Sukkot’s themes of gratitude, simplicity and appreciation of all
things green, it’s no wonder the holiday is gaining popularity. 

In Axe-Bronk’s tale, readers meet Sara, a spirited young girl who
loves to decorate the family sukkah with colorful and unusually

shaped gourds from a local farm. But one year the gourds hanging
from the roof slats mysteriously fall to the ground, scattering their
seeds. At night, while Sara and her brother Avi are sleeping in the
sukkah, they discover a family of squirrels eating the gourds. Sara
dreams that the squirrel family apologizes, explaining that they were
hungry. They promise to bring new gourds to Sara next year. In a heart-
warming and happy ending, Sara discovers an unexpected gift the fol-
lowing Sukkot. Monelli’s large format illustrations reflect the colors of
the season. 

The Mitzvah Magician
Linda Elovitz Marshall, illustrated
by Christiane Engel
Kar-Ben, $17.95 hardcover; $7.95
paperback
Ages 3-8 

Wearing a tall black hat and car-
rying a wand in his hand, an ordi-
nary young boy transforms himself
into a mischief-loving magician,
emptying glasses of milk onto the
floor and mistakenly poking his
younger sister, Julia. In a time-out
for his misbehavior, the young fellow thinks about his mother’s warn-
ings that good magicians do good deeds, mitzvot, and don’t hurt peo-
ple. With a wave of his magic wand, Gabriel creates new magic words
– Jewish words. “One-wish! Two-wish!” Jew-Wish!” he proclaims.
Young kids will pick up the beat of Gabriel’s magic command, as he
sneaks off the time-out stool to magically clean up the spilled milk
from the kitchen floor, tidy his overturned toys and even set a party
table with cookies for the family. 

Elovitz provides a lighthearted setting to the Jewish value of doing
good, and Christiane Engel’s illustrations are lively and engaging.
Figures and scenes are brightly colored and large enough for kids to
enjoy reading the story through the expressive artwork. 

Room for the Baby
Michelle Edwards, illustrated by Jana
Christy
Random House, $17.99
Ages 3 and up
A PJ Library selection 

Michelle Edwards’ deft touch and
sense of humor shine through in this
delightful family tale that follows a do-
it-yourself-family through the Jewish
holiday calendar. It begins at Passover,
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when Mom announces the family is going to have a baby. 
“Where will the baby sleep?” wonders the young boy. The

sewing room that will be used for the new baby overflows with
his mom’s stuff that she’s collected for many years when neigh-

bors bring her their extra sheets, outgrown kids pajamas, sports clothes, sweaters and more.
Who won’t relate? 

As the family observes Shabbat, Rosh Hashanah and finally Chanukah, old sheets are torn
apart and sewn into tiny baby sleepers; chopsticks and an old sweater sleeve become a flag for
Simchat Torah, and so forth through the Jewish holidays. By Chanukah, all the stuff has been
repurposed into beautiful and useful items for the new baby or happily shared with neighbors. 

This warmly imagined story by the award-winning author of “Chicken Man” touches many
themes – anticipating a new baby, celebrating Jewish holidays, dads who bake challah, living
in a multicultural neighborhood and, of course, inventive ways to reuse our “stuff.” Jana
Christy’s illustrations glow with colorful collage patterns. Even the family cat gets in on the
action. 

Speak Up, Tommy!
Jacqueline Dembar Greene, illustrated by Deborah
Melmon
Kar-Ben, $17.95 hardcover; $7.95 paperback
Ages 3-8 

While “Speak Up, Tommy!,” by the award-winning
author Jacqueline Dembar Greene, is not about the
High Holidays, it is an outstanding new title that is
timely as the new school year gets under way. 

Set in a classroom, “Speak Up, Tommy!” touches all
the chords about getting along with others and not teas-
ing classmates, new or old. Tommy, a boy from Israel, is
teased because his English is not perfect and he hasn’t
learned the difference between Israeli and American
football. But his perfect Hebrew comes in handy when
Officer Sweeney visits the classroom with Samson, a
specially trained dog who shares Tommy’s Hebrew lan-
guage. There are fun Hebrew-English word bubbles
with dog commands such as “sheket,” meaning quiet;
“tavi,” for fetch’ and “kelev tov!” for good dog. In the
end, classmates becom helpful friends. 

Deborah Melmon’s cartoon-like illustrations are lively and action packed. 
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Continued from page 48.

Romney blasts Obama on Iran, Israel
TAMPA, Fla. (JTA) -- President Obama’s approach to Iran

has made Americans “less secure,” Mitt Romney said in his
speech accepting the Republican presidential nomination.

“Every American was relieved the day President Obama
gave the order, and Seal Team Six took out Osama bin
Laden,” Romney said Thursday evening at the Republican
National Convention. “On another front, every American
is less secure today because he has failed to slow Iran’s
nuclear threat”

He criticized Obama’s strategy of diplomatic engage-
ment with Iran. “In his first TV interview as president, he
said we should talk to Iran,” Romney said. “We’re still talk-
ing, and Iran’s centrifuges are still spinning.”

While the speech was mostly focused on introducing Romney to the nation and to attack-
ing Obama’s economic record, the GOP nominee devoted several paragraphs to foreign pol-
icy. He accused Obama of having “thrown allies like Israel under the bus," echoing language
he had previously used in criticizing the president's approach to the Jewish state.

Romney nodded only briefly toward social issues.
“As president, I will protect the sanctity of life. I will honor the

institution of marriage,” Romney said. “And I will guarantee
America’s first liberty: the freedom of religion.”

He also disparaged the Obama administration’s emphasis on
countering climate change.

“President Obama promised to begin to slow the rise of the
oceans,” Romney said, pausing amid laughter from the assembled
delegates, “and to heal the planet. My promise is to help you and
your family.”

Happy Rosh Hashanah
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relatives, and friends

Joyce Rykiss

ADVANCED REALTY

“AIR MILE SPONSORS”

792-9938



By BEN SALES 
TEL AVIV (JTA) – With its lively beaches,

all-night clubs and restaurants serving ham
and shrimp, Tel Aviv is a city known more for
its Speedos than its spirituality. 

And while the Orthodox may spend Yom
Kippur praying in synagogues, secular Jews
are more likely to spend the Day of
Atonement watching videos and biking
through the city’s empty streets. 

Options are opening up across the city and
the country for non-Orthodox Jews seeking a
meaningful way to observe the holiest day on
the Jewish calendar. 

Secular Israelis who attend synagogue usu-
ally go for Kol Nidre on Yom Kippur eve or
Neilah, the holiday’s closing service. But the
services are rarely meaningful to Jews who
hardly ever enter a synagogue during the rest
of the year, says Eran Baruch, head of Bina, a
secular Tel Aviv yeshiva. 

“Most young people usually don’t feel con-
nected, don’t know how to pray,” he said.
“They usually have some alienation to what’s
going on.” 

Bina has been countering that alienation
since its 1996 founding by crafting a Judaism

with prayers, texts
and values that sec-
ular Jews can appre-
ciate. 

On Yom Kippur
eve this year, the
yeshiva will host
study sessions, dis-
cussions and a
rooftop service that
Baruch says will
attract 400 people. 

The service will
feature some classic
selections from the
prayer book, such as
the Kol Nidre prayer. 

But the service
cum study session
also will include
recent texts, such as
poems by Israeli
poet Yehuda
Amichai or
American Jewish
musician Leonard
Cohen’s song “Who
by Fire,” which is
inspired by
U’netaneh Tokef, a
High Holidays
prayer that describes
the process and con-
sequences of divine

judgment. 

The service also will include an opportuni-
ty for personal confession; Bina will hold
confessional services the following day and
night focusing on community and nation. 

Yom Kippur lacks an element of national
heroism central to such holidays as
Chanukah and Purim, which many secular
Israelis observe. But while Bina does not ask
its students to fast or perform any particular
rituals, Baruch says the ideas of self-improve-
ment and forgiveness should resonate with
everyone. 

“There are many traditional texts that ask
very deep questions – Job, Jonah and
Ecclesiastes,” he said. In its study sessions,
Bina’s students also will read Abraham Joshua
Heschel and the diary of Hannah Senesh, a
Jewish paratrooper killed by allies of the
Nazis. 

The Jerusalem-based organization Elul also
aims to engage nonreligious Jews in Yom
Kippur by fostering dialogues and discussions
between secular and religious Israelis. Like
Bina, Elul will hold study sessions mixing tra-
ditional and religious texts leading up to the
holiday, although it will be closed on Yom
Kippur itself. 

Roni Yavin, Elul’s executive director, says
that most secular Israelis observe the holiday,
although their Yom Kippur may not include
prayer or ritual. 

“They will celebrate Yom Kippur by reading
books, by meeting friends, by having a study
session,” she said. “It’s a meaningful day for
study, for thinking about identity, for thinking
about what happened this year, what I want
for next year.” 

Yavin says that since 1973, the day also has
become an opportunity for Israelis to com-
memorate the Yom Kippur War. 

Secular Tel Aviv residents also may attend a
Yom Kippur yoga session (white clothes and a
bottle of water recommended), while a learn-
er’s service will take place in nearby
Herzliya. 

A blurb about the service advertises that it
will not have assigned seating for regular
worshipers, “which alienates secular Jews.” 

After the holiday, Tel Aviv residents may
choose from a break fast with several options
– a 1970s-themed party, a stand-up comedy
show or a restaurant that is advertising an 11-
pound steak – to share with five people. 

The most popular Tel Aviv-area activity
remains bicycling. Tel Aviv bans private vehi-
cles from the road on the holiday, meaning
that the city’s streets and even its highways fill
with cyclists. 

“I have quality time with my family,” said
Charlie Anstiss, 61, a non-Jew who moved to
Israel in 1983. 

Anstiss, who lives north of Tel Aviv, has
cycled competitively here. He used to ride 70
miles up the Mediterranean coast on Yom
Kippur, but now he takes a shorter trip with
his children and grandchildren. 

“When you get to the city center, you have
to be very careful because all the kids are on
the road,” he said. “I don’t know why their
parents let them out. It’s quite dangerous.” 
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On Yom Kippur, secular Israelis pray with modern songs and bike on open roads 

Secular Israelis who attend
synagogue usually go for Kol Nidre
on Yom Kippur eve or Neilah, the
holiday’s closing service. But the
services are rarely meaningful to

Jews who hardly ever enter a
synagogue during the rest of the

year…



Qualcomm acquires Israeli 
start-up for $150 million

(JTA) – San Diego-based Qualcomm Inc.
acquired the Israeli chip manufacturer start-
up DesignArt Networks for more than $150
million. 

The Israeli company, located in Raanana, is
considered a leader in the design of modems
and small communication cells for cellular
base stations and high-speed wireless back-
haul infrastructure. 

“DesignArt and its products will both
enhance and accelerate our initiatives to
drive increased capacity and coverage in
mobile networks,” Qualcomm President
Craig Barratt said in a statement. 

“Operators can significantly improve user
experience across residential, enterprise and
outdoor networks given the greater network
efficiencies derived by implementing small
cells and heterogeneous networks.” 

The sale, which was completed last week, is
Qualcomm’s second acquisition in Israel fol-
lowing the buyout of the mobile web compa-
ny iSkoot in 2010, Yahoo Finance reported. 

DesignArt specializes in developing data-
centric mobile radio
access networks
coupled with highly
integrated system-
on-chip technology. 

The deal will
allow Qualcomm to
offer new system-
on-chip and mobile
offerings, according
to PT-News.org. 

It comes two
months after another
Israeli start-up,
Face.com, was
acquired by
Facebook for more
than $100 million. 

Microsoft
CEO Steve

Ballmer 
set to visit
Israel in

November

(JTA) – Microsoft
CEO Steve Ballmer
will make his third
visit to Israel shortly
after the launch of
the Windows 8
operating system. 

Ballmer’s visit in
November will
come after the

Windows 8 system for PCs, laptops and
tablets is introduced on Oct. 26, and ahead
of the launch in Israel of the Windows Phone
8 operating system for smartphones, the
Israeli business daily Globes reported. 

Ballmer will attend events organized by
Microsoft Israel and its local development
center in Israel. He also will meet with entre-
preneurs and developers, as well as leaders of
Israel’s economy. 

Globes reported that the visit comes at a
critical moment for Microsoft, as it must
prove its relevance in the tablets and smart-
phones markets, and demonstrate the innova-
tion of Windows 8 compared with Windows
7. 

Ballmer’s second visit to the Jewish state
was in 2008 to open Microsoft’s new
research and development center in Herzliya
Pituach. He first visited Israel in 2004. 

“If you do the math, Microsoft is almost as
much an Israeli company as it is an American
company,” Ballmer said during the 2008
inauguration of the R&D center in Herzliya,
according to the technology website The
Inquirer. 

Ballmer added, “Israel is an excellent

example of the outstanding innovation
Microsoft is developing globally. I predict that
Israel’s importance to Microsoft as a center of
innovation will grow significantly in the com-
ing years.” 

Microsoft has carried out nine acquisition
deals in Israel. The latest was the intellectual
property of 3DV Systems in 2009 for $35 mil-
lion. 
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RJC endorses GOP platform, including call
for two-state solution

TAMPA, Fla. (JTA) – The Republican Jewish Coalition praised the
Republican Party platform, focusing particularly on its Israel planks
and noting the document's endorsement of a two-state solution to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

“The 2012 Republican platform is a forward-looking document that
celebrates American exceptionalism and focuses on the most pressing
issues facing our nation: rebuilding our economic strength, providing
for a strong national defense, and demonstrating leadership in the inter-
national community,” the RJC said in a statement posted on the
Republican National Convention website.

“The Republican Party remains unwavering in its commitment to a
strong U.S.-Israel alliance and its rejection of pressuring Israel to nego-
tiate with those intent on her destruction,” it said.

The RJC also highlights the platform's endorsement of separate states
for the Israelis and Palestinians.

“We support
Israel’s right to exist
as a Jewish state with
secure, defensible
borders; and we
envision two democ-
ratic states – Israel
with Jerusalem as its
capital and Palestine
– living in peace and
security,” says the
excerpt from the
platform.

Parts of the plat-
form excerpted in
the RJC statement
addressed what
Republicans say is
President Obama’s

failure to provide American leadership in the international community,
but other passages use language similar to that used by the Obama
administration.

The Iran passage excerpted by the RJC from the platform said “all
options” should be considered in dealing with the Iranian nuclear
threat, a cautious reference to a military option and one that echoes
Obama’s approach.

Israeli court dismisses charges in 
Rachel Corrie civil suit

HAIFA, Israel (JTA) – An Israeli
court dismissed all charges
against the state in a civil suit
brought by the parents of Rachel
Corrie, an American activist
killed in Gaza after being run
over by an Israeli military bull-
dozer. 

In his verdict Tuesday, Haifa
District Court Judge Oded
Gershon ruled that the state was
not responsible for Corrie’s death
in 2003. Gershon said that
Corrie, a pro-Palestinian activist,
entered the Gaza Strip despite
knowing it was a war zone with
live fire being exchanged daily. In
addition, he cited a warning from
the United States urging
American citizens not to enter the
Gaza Strip. 

Corrie, 23, was an activist with
the International Solidarity
Movement, which protests on behalf of Palestinians in Gaza and the

West Bank. On March 16, 2003, she was act-
ing as a human shield for a Gaza house set to
be demolished by an armored bulldozer
when she became enveloped in the pile of
dirt created by the bulldozer as it moved
toward the house. Corrie died soon afterward
in a nearby hospital. 

Her parents, Craig and Cindy, sued the state
for responsibility in her death, claiming that
the bulldozer advanced despite knowing that
Corrie was in its path. 

Gershon also said that because Corrie was
standing behind the pile of dirt created by the
bulldozer, the driver could not see her The
judge added that instead of moving away
from the bulldozer as it advanced “as any
reasonable person would do,” Corrie
attempted to climb onto the pile of dirt creat-
ed by the bulldozer. 

“The party put herself in a dangerous situa-
tion opposite a bulldozer when he couldn’t
see her,” Gershon said. “She didn’t move
away like anyone of sound mind would. She
found her death even after all of the IDF’s
efforts to move her from the place.” 

Gershon also dismissed charges that the
state tampered with the evidence in an inves-
tigation into Corrie’s death. 

The attorney for Corrie’s parents called the
verdict a “failure to hold the Israeli military
accountable.” 

“This court has given a stamp of approval to
the flouting of illegal practices that fail to pro-
tect human life,” said the attorney, Hussein
Abu Hussein. 

A lawyer for the state, Nirit Kalman, said,
“We showed there was no negligence.” 

Cindy Corrie told reporters following the
verdict, “We are of course deeply saddened
and deeply troubled by what we heard today
from Judge Oded Gershon. This was a bad
day not only for our family but a bad day for
human rights, for humanity, for the rule of
law and also for the country of Israel.” 
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“Haifa District Court Judge
Oded Gershon ruled that the
state was not responsible for
Corrie’s death in 2003.”



By GERSHOM GORENBERG
Have you read the news about the Israeli-

Palestinian peace process? Of course you
haven’t. Nothing is happening in Israeli-
Palestinian peacemaking. The lack of diplo-
macy is a desperately important matter. But
headlines are written about things that hap-
pen. Peace agreements are news, as are
explosions on downtown streets. A quiet,
unstable no-peace-no-war that could col-
lapse on an unknown date isn’t a headline.

Speaking of explosions, have you seen all
the reports on the Palestinian Authority’s
cooperation with Israel in preventing terror
attacks from the West Bank? Probably not;
such reports are few and very far between.

I admit it makes me nervous to write about
this; it touches old superstitions as well as a
journalist’s practical fear of being overtaken
in a moment by events. But according to the
Israeli Foreign Ministry’s listing of terror
attacks, there has been one terror bombing
(in March 2011) inside Israel in the past four
years. That represents a huge change.

Occasionally, an Israeli news report will
mention, as part of some other story, that the
Palestinian Authority’s anti-terror efforts are a
key reason that one can sit in Jerusalem café
or get on a bus without the twinge of anxiety
and defiance one felt a few years ago. At an
interview evening I attended in Jerusalem not
long ago, Intelligence Minister Dan Meridor-
the last moderate in Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s cabinet-made a point of stress-
ing “the cooperation between Abu Mazen’s
people and the Israeli security people.”
Inside the security agencies, this is a fact of
life. In the Israeli public, it is virtually unrec-
ognized. As a government figure told me, the
cooperation is the result of of the “revolution
in thinking” by Mahmud Abbas (Abu Mazen)
before he became president of the PA: Abbas
realized that terror made the Palestinians into
pariahs and decided they must achieve inde-
pendence through diplomacy. The diplomat-
ic goal is a Palestinian statealongside Israel.

There is a strong connection between the
two non-stories. The idea of peace based on
a two-state arrangement has become a bor-
ing, middle-of-the-road stance in Israel. So,
however, has the assumption that negotia-
tions are doomed to fail because there is no
Palestinian partner.

Look for instance at the last four Peace
Index surveys, conducted between February
and June of this year. In each, between 65
and 70 percent of Jewish respondents
favored renewing peace talks with the
Palestinian Authority. On the other hand,
the number who believed that such talks
would “lead to peace... in the coming
years” fluctuated between 25 and 32 per-
cent. That is, a plurality of up to 40 percent
backs negotiations-but despairs of such
talks leading anywhere. The main reason is
certainty that the other side is unwilling to
reach a deal and can’t be trusted to keep
one if it is reached.

The “no partner” story, like other com-
munal narratives, is built on facts, ommis-
sions, interpretations and misreadings. The
bombings of the second intifada did a great
deal to convince Israelis that the other side
wants them dead. The impression that the
“peace process” has been going for 20
years without getting anywhere is a misun-
derstanding: As Tal Becker has written, dur-
ing that whole period there have been only
two spurts of serious talks on a final-status
agreement. One began at Camp David in
2000 and ended in Taba in 2001.

Perhaps Ehud
Barak’s only real
accomplishment as a
politican has been
persuading Israelis
that the failure of
those talks was solely
the Palestinians’
fault. Ehud Olmert
has had a much hard-
er time convincing
the public that Abbas
was “a fair partner”
in their 2008 negoti-
ations, and that those
talks created a basis
for agreement.
Israelis, being
human, are more
open to explanations
that fit the story they
already know than to
ones that defy it.
They share what

Nobel economics laureate Daniel Kahneman
has called “a bias... built into the fabric of
the human mind” to exaggerate the malevo-
lent motives of adversaries while assuming
that one’s own benovelent intentions are
obvious.

The problem is that Abbas’s diplomatic
strategy was predicated on producing results.
The status quo of security cooperation with-
out political progress, while Israeli settle-
ments grow, undermines his legitimacy. It
also steadily erodes Israel’s international
position. The status quo is as stable as the
earth around a seismic fault. But there is no
deadline for a decision, no headlines of cri-
sis.

If Benjamin Netanyahu wanted to pursue
negotiations, polls show that a majority of
Israelis would support his decision, but
would need to be convinced of the chance of
success and the need to act. He would have
to tell the uncomfortable truth that
there is someone to talk to. Netanyahu
does not do this because he is satisfied
with the way things are. He will not
explain that quiet means we should
negotiate now, and not wait.

Gershom Gorenberg is an author,
most recently of “The Unmaking of
Israel”, and a senior correspondent for
The American Prospect. He blogs
atSouthJerusalem.com. He tweets
under @GershomG.
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Give Abbas credit for clamping down on terrorism

Palestinian
Authority President
MAHMUD ABBAS

Israeli Cabinet
Minister Dan
Meridor noted “the
c o o p e r a t i o n
between Abu
Mazen’s people and
the Israeli security
people.” 



By BEN SALES 
MIGRON, West Bank (JTA) – Off a rough, paved road atop a moun-

tain, on the thin stucco wall of a trailer home, black graffiti proclaims
“Private Jewish land.” And underneath, in red, “Migron.” 

The trailer home is among dozens in Israel’s largest settlement out-
post, deep in the central West Bank and not far from the Palestinian
metropolis of Ramallah. 

To reach Migron, cars must exit a main highway and ascend a twist-
ing road that barely has room for two lanes. 

Founded more than a decade ago, Migron remains unrecognized by
Israel’s government. Security forces plan to evacuate most of its 50
families on Tuesday based on an Israeli Supreme Court decision that
they are living on private Palestinian land. 

But as bulldozers
dig at the bottom of
the mountain,
installing new gov-
ernment-approved
trailers for the soon-
to-be evacuees,
Migron persists in
tranquility. Children
crowd around a
plastic airplane. A
pregnant mother
loads her car.
Workers rest in front
of a warehouse.

A woman leaves
the trailer embla-
zoned with graffiti
and walks through a
yard of gravel, dirt,
litter and toys. 

About an hour
later, the black and
red writing is cov-
ered by a white-
washed square
incongruous with
the trailer’s off-white
and brown exterior. 

The sense of calm,
and the whitewash-
ing, are intentional.
Even as they are
locked in a fight
with the government
to maintain a settle-
ment far from Israel’s
recognized borders, 

Migron’s residents
do not speak of ide-
ology or biblical
promises. Rather
they portray them-
selves as nothing
more than a coali-
tion of citizens, loyal
to the country, that is
fighting to preserve
its democratic rights
through legal
means. Graffiti is not
part of that strategy. 

“We try to work only with democratic tools in a good, just system,”
said Elisheva Razvag, a 27-year-old mother of two and one of the only
residents authorized to speak to the media. “The state broke the rules
in acting like this.” 

Razvag hopes that the Supreme Court will approve a petition on
Tuesday allowing some of Migron’s families to stay, and that in fact the
entire evacuation will be delayed. But should the residents have to
leave, Razvag said “it’s possible that part of the settlement will move”
to the newly built trailers. 

Asked about possible violent settler opposition to an evacuation – as
has happened elsewhere – she would say only that the community is
waiting on the court’s decision. 

“We are also the state,” she said. “I have no other place.” 

Although only a fragment of an Israeli flag remains flying on a lamp-
post above the main road, Razvag said it was not torn down in protest.
Rather, she said, Migron raised many flags for Israeli Independence
Day and Jerusalem Day in the spring, and some have since been dam-
aged naturally. A full flag flies on a post down the road. 

But beyond the end of Migron’s main road and across a rocky field,
loyalty ends and open ideology begins. A shack built of thin wood
panels and a corrugated tin roof stands in defiance not just of the state
but also of Migron’s residents. On one of the walls, green and red
grafitti quotes Rabbi Hillel of the MishnaH: “If I am not for myself,
who is for me? And when I am for myself alone, what am I? And if not
now, when?” 

There will be no whitewashing here. 

The cabin is the latest iteration of Ramat Migron, an outpost that the
government has evacuated and demolished multiple times. Both
Migron’s residents and a young man from Ramat Migron stress that
despite being adjacent to each other, the two have no connection.
Razvag and Itai Chemo, Migron’s spokesperson, say they haven’t been
to Ramat Migron in at least a year and do not communicate with its
residents. 

Nor do they share common cause. Unlike Migron, whose continued
existence depends on government recognition, Ramat Migron is a pro-
ject of the Hilltop Youth, a group of young, ideological settlers who
build outposts in spite of Israeli law. 

With thick peyot hanging from his light brown hair and a black vel-
vet kipah perched askew on his head, the man wore dark green pants,
sandals and a gray T-shirt that said “Jews buy from Jews.” 

“The most important thing is to build the Holy Temple,” he said,
adding that he is not a Zionist. 

“We’ll watch,” said the young man of how he would react to a gov-
ernment evacuation of Migron. And if the bulldozers come to his
cabin? “War,” he said. 

Ramat Migron’s lack of weapons did not seem to bother him. 
“We’re two different places,” Razvag said. “Definitely two different

places.” 
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By BEN SALES 
TEL AVIV (JTA) – As the fre-

quency of suicide bombings
increased in the 1990s, Israelis
began to realize that their con-
flicts had shifted from the con-
ventional battlefield to their
streets, buses and cafes. 

Now the country – along with
the rest of the world – is adapting
to a new battlefield, one that
defense experts call the “fifth
dimension”: computers. 

The impact cannot be underes-
timated, says Dror Mor, CEO of
the Sdema Group, an Israeli
company that specializes in
homeland security protection. 

“A big part of the next war,
wherever it is in the world, will
be cyber warfare to silence infra-
structure, electricity, communi-
cations, movement of planes and trains,” he says. 

Land, air, sea and even space have been battlefronts for decades or
centuries, but cyber warfare has gained prominence in the past few
years and will continue to advance. Although some industries have
been computerized for more than 50 years, increasingly complex
viruses have made computers more vulnerable than ever to cyber
attacks. 

Several viruses already have figured prominently in the Middle East.
In 2010, the Stuxnet virus hit computers in Iran’s nuclear enrichment
facilities, and observers say it set back the Islamic Republic’s alleged
nuclear weapons program by as much as two years. 

Three months ago, Iran acknowledged that another virus, allegedly
created by Israel and the U.S. and called Flame, had infected its com-
puters. According to the Washington Post, the virus tapped into
Iranian computer networks and accessed intelligence. 

And earlier this month Gauss, a virus related to Stuxnet, hit person-
al computers in Lebanon and Israel, enabling the cyber attackers to
access financial data and the social network profiles of tens of thou-
sands of people. 

“The tech sector has become more open, which is good for business,
but when that happens it’s bad for security,” says Avi Weissman, chair-
man of the Israeli Forum for Information Security. “States have learned
to take advantage of this to create malicious code.” 

As Gauss showed, cyber warfare threatens private companies and
governments. Transportation systems are especially vulnerable, Mors
says. 

“Someone can go in the system, confuse the stoplights and create
big economic problems,” he says. A crisis also would ensue, Mors
adds, “if you get into the Israeli train system and put two trains on the
same track that have no idea that they’re going toward each other.” 

As to private companies, vulnerability to cyber attacks means that
the actions of ordinary office employees could lead to a breach in a
system’s security. 

“It’s a cultural change as to how an organization deals with protec-
tion,” Mor says. “You’re in an organization, you have a laptop and a
flash drive. The flash drive you use with your computer and the com-
puter in the office. How do we create a separation between the com-
pany network and the outside world?” 

Mor adds that the dangers stretch even beyond national defense and
safeguarding civilian infrastructure. 

“If they stop the creation of cottage cheese, you think there will be
a problem here?” he asks rhetorically, referring to a staple of the Israeli
diet. “People can’t live without cottage cheese.” 

Defense threats, however, especially concern information security
experts in Israel, a country where national security issues dominate
conversation. In fact, last year Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
launched the National Cyber Staff, which is charged with improving
Israel’s defenses against cyber warfare. 

Israel has not fought a full-scale conventional war against another
country in nearly four decades, principally fighting terror groups since
the 1980s. 

Still, the biggest cyber threats come from countries, which have the
necessary manpower to develop and execute a damaging attack,
according to Isaac Ben-Israel, a professor of security and diplomacy at
Tel Aviv University and former head of military research and develop-

ment for the Israeli Defense
Forces and Defense Ministry. 

“Terror groups work with small
groups of people, so the likeli-
hood that they’ll attack our sys-
tem is small,” Ben-Israel says. 

Israel also is the birthplace of
internationally well-regarded
information security companies
such as the Sdema Group. But
some experts say the country
remains unprepared to meet
potential cyber threats. 

“We’re OK relative to the
world, but we are not OK relative
to the threats in the region,” Ben-
Israel says. 

Weissman of the Israeli Forum
for Information Security points
out that Israeli companies do not

invest enough in cyber defenses because the dangers don’t seem as
real as those of bombs. 

“This cyber threat seems far away, so why put money into it?” he
asks. “Organizations don’t bring in enough people, they cut corners.” 

And, Weissman says, the
government’s budget is too
tight to invest the money it
should to prevent cyber
attacks. 

“Israel has a lot of prob-
lems: religious people and
secular people, Arabs and
Jews,” he says. “There aren’t
any teeth to Israeli regula-
tions because there isn’t
money.” 

While Weissman calls for
more money in technologi-
cal education and cyber
defense, he says it is no sub-
stitute for conventional
hardware such as planes,
bombs and soldiers. 

“It’s not going to
take the place of
conventional war-
fare just like chemi-
cal warfare isn’t
replacing conven-
tional warfare and
planes don’t replace
ground troops,” he
says, adding that
cyber warfare “will
complete warfare.” 
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Cyber warfare’s new reality adds to Israel’s already complex battlefield 

Israel has led the way in combating cyber attacks Photo: ALAMY.



By RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Call it the Adelson

conundrum: What happens when the guy
who acts as if he owns the room really does? 

In March at TribeFest, the annual gathering
of young adults organized by the Jewish
Federations of North America at the Venetian
hotel in Las Vegas, Sheldon Adelson walked
in on a surrogate debate between Matt
Brooks, who directs the Republican Jewish
Coalition, and his counterpart at the National
Jewish Democratic Council, David A. Harris. 

Adelson, who owns the Venetian, was the
first to ask a question. He went on to berate
Harris for six minutes, describing President
Obama as a “crybaby” who should be in dia-
pers, according to several people in the
room, including an organizer. The organizer, speaking on background,

said the time Adelson used and his tone were
luxuries that would not have been afforded
anyone else. The difference, as the organizer
said, is that Adelson “owned the room, liter-
ally.” 

That same sense of entitlement could be
driving the 79-year-old Adelson’s conversa-
tions with Mitt Romney, the presumptive
Republican nominee for president. 

Last week, The Daily Beast/ Newsweek
reported that Adelson was pressing Romney
to speak out publicly in favor of the release of
convicted spy Jonathan Pollard, to commit to
moving the U.S. Embassy in Israel to
Jerusalem from Tel Aviv, and to declare the
Palestinians as unwilling to make peace.
Romney, the report said, is resisting. 

Through political action committees,
Adelson and his wife, Miriam, have funneled
$10 million toward Romney’s election effort.
Adelson has said he’s willing to spend up to
$100 million to defeat Obama. 

Those close to Adelson say politics are a
small part of what makes him tick. 

“He is passionately committed to Jewish life
and living, and to Israel,” said Elliot Karp, the
director of the Las Vegas Jewish Federation.
“And he is no more or less polarizing than
anyone else who gives his opinions.” 

Adelson has given nearly $100 million to
Birthright Israel, the program that brings Jews

aged 18-26 to Israel
for free. He revived
the fortunes of the
Yad Vashem
Holocaust memorial
in Jerusalem with a
$25 million gift in
2006. He has estab-
lished a $4.5 million
Jewish studies center
in his name at the
Shalem Center, a
right-wing think tank
in Jerusalem. His rel-
atively smaller dona-
tions have helped
bolster groups such
as the Zionist
Organization of
America and The
Israel Project. 

“The true story is
that the amount of
money he spends on
politics is dwarfed
by what he gives to
p h i l a n t h r o p y , ”
Brooks told JTA.
“They are the single

most important philanthropists in the Jewish
community, in terms of Birthright, Yad
Vashem and medical research,” he said of the
Adelsons. 

Adelson is the 15th richest man in the
world, according to Forbes, with an estimat-
ed worth of $25 billion. 

The confluence of Adelson’s three major
interests – Jewish philanthropy, Republican
politics and the casino business, which is
how Adelson became one of the world’s rich-
est men – has become one of the preeminent
narratives of this election campaign. 

New York Times columnist Thomas
Friedman slammed Romney in a July 31 col-
umn for “abasing” himself before Adelson
during a Jerusalem visit last week. 

“Since the whole trip was not about learn-
ing anything but about how to satisfy the
political whims of the right-wing, super pro-
Bibi Netanyahu, American Jewish casino
magnate Sheldon Adelson, why didn’t they
just do the whole thing in Las Vegas?”
Friedman wrote. 

Some frustrated Jewish Democrats believe
the Jewish community is unduly influenced
by its single largest donor. 

“It’s very intimidating,” said Steve
Rabinowitz, a leading public relations con-
sultant to Jewish and Democratic causes,
speaking of Adelson’s influence. “Where he’s
given money, he’s given extraordinary
amounts of money, and I’ve seen it firsthand.” 

Adelson’s publicist, Ron Reese, did not
return multiple requests for comment. 

For his part, Adelson is unapologetic about
using his money to influence policy. 

“I’m against very wealthy people attempting
to or influencing elections,” he told Forbes in
February. “But as long as it’s doable I’m going
to do it. Because I know that guys like Soros
have been doing it for years, if not decades,”
he said, referring to the left-wing financier
George Soros, who also is Jewish. 

Democrats scoff at the comparison, noting
that Soros in this election cycle has pledged
$2 million to help Obama’s re-election – one-
50th of the amount that Adelson has said he’s
willing to spend. 

The admixture of Adelson’s politics and
charitable giving is not new. In December,
addressing a Chanukah gathering in Israel of
hundreds of Birthright participants, Adelson
championed Newt Gingrich after the then-
Republican candidate for president said the
Palestinians were an “invented people.” At
the time, Adelson was the single biggest
backer of Gingrich; he and his wife gave
$16.5 million to the ex-House of
Representatives speaker’s effort. 

Birthright did not return a request for com-
ment for this story. 

In 2007, Adelson broke with the American
Israel Public Affairs Committee over its sup-
port for a congressional letter calling for a
massive increase in funding for the
Palestinian Authority. Adelson previously had
been one of AIPAC’s major backers, helping
to fund its new Washington headquarters. 

Fred Zeidman, a major Romney backer this
election and the former chairman of the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum, said Adelson’s
objections were par for the course for major
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For Sheldon Adelson, political and Jewish giving are all of a piece

SHELDON ADELSON: “I’m against very
wealthy people attempting to or influencing
elections. But as long as it’s doable I’m
going to do it.”

Continued on page 57. See “Sheldon
Adelson”.



donors. 
“You don’t

just write
b l a n k

checks,” Zeidman said. “You don’t have to
agree, but don’t ask him to give money to
something he doesn’t believe in.” 

Adelson told JTA in 2009 that his criteria for
giving was “whatever is good for the Jewish
community and whatever is good for the
State of Israel.” 

He has a reputation as a nitpicker: The staff
of Freedom’s Watch, which Adelson founded
prior to the 2008 election to champion
President George W. Bush’s Iraq War policies,
said Adelson’s day-to-day micromanaging
caused the organization to founder.
Freedom’s Watch no longer exists. 

And Adelson can also hold a grudge. He
fired Shelley Berkley, his legislative director
in the 1990s, over keeping the unions he
reviles at the casinos. Berkley went on to
become one of Israel’s most strident defend-
ers in Congress and the Nevada Democrat is
now running for the U.S. Senate, but
Adelson’s opposition to her has not waned.
He and his wife have maxed out donations to
her opponent, incumbent Sen. Dean Heller, a
Republican. 

But Adelson can also be forgiving. Despite
repeated clashes with the Las Vegas Jewish
Federation in the past decade over what he
perceived as its wastefulness, he is now its
biggest donor, matching every new donation

and every increase over the previous year’s
donations. 

“The Adelsons are front and center in the
community,” said Karp, the federation direc-
tor. 

Adelson treats his Jewish beneficiaries like
royalty, having them picked up at the airport
in limousines and putting them up in luxury
suites. 

Adelson, who needs assistance in walking
because of a nerve condition, peripheral neu-
ropathy, affects a grandfatherly demeanor,
complete with self-deprecation. When a
Politico reporter at the Romney event in
Jerusalem asked him why he was in town, he
rejoined, “I came to get a shwarma sandwich,
what do you mean?” 

Miriam Adelson, an internist from Israel
who specializes in drug addiction, is his sec-
ond wife. He met her on a blind date in
1989, a year after he divorced his first wife,
Sharon. 

Adelson, a product of a working class fam-
ily in Dorchester, Mass., who made his first
fortune organizing computer trade shows,
already was leaning right, but Miriam helped
sharpen his views, particularly relating to her
native Israel. 

Associates say she dotes on him, snatching
harmful foods from his hand. 

“He tells her to go away, but he listens,”
said ZOA President Morton Klein, adding that

Adelson tells his friends he was determined to
marry an Israeli the second time around. 

In the 1990s, as he entered the casino busi-
ness, Adelson established two friendships that
have thrust him into the political storm: with
Benjamin Netanyahu and Gingrich. Both
friendships, notably, were forged in pro-Israel
politics: Gingrich, defying both the Clinton
and Yitzhak Rabin governments, had shep-
herded a law through Congress recognizing
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 

Zeidman says Adelson is a solid listener but
knows when his mind is made up. 

“He’s very strong willed,” Zeidman said.
“He is truly blunt in terms of articulating his
decisions once he’s made them.” 
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By ALEX JOFFE
(Jewish Ideas Daily) –

Two mass shootings in
the past month–in
Aurora, Colorado and
Oak Creek,
Wisconsin–have focused
American attention once
again on the issue of
guns. Are guns a Jewish
issue? Jewish organiza-
tions have expressed
their opinions by their statements and their
silence.

The Reform movement’s Religious Action
Center has decried the recent shootings,
calling for “common-sense gun control
laws.” A blog post clarifies: “The most effec-
tive way to prevent gun deaths is to reduce
the number of guns.” An earlier editorial by
a RAC associate director feared the prospect
of an armed and balkanized American soci-
ety and derided the argument that “only
when Jews have guns have they been able to
preserve Jewish honor and dignity.”

The Conservative Rabbinical Assembly’s
president condemned the shootings, but
also noted “the fragility of the fundamental
social contract that binds us to each other in
a civil society.” Assault on that contract, he
observed, “erodes our sense of security,”
and “threatens to make us that much less
trusting, and less compassionate”
Unhelpfully abstract, this begs the question
of whether it is the guns or shooters that
pose the real problem.

The Orthodox Union condemned the
shootings at the Sikh temple in Wisconsin as
an assault on religious freedom–but did not
mention guns. While Orthodox rabbis, like
rabbis of other denominations, have sermo-
nized on guns and violence, taking various
positions, Orthodoxy’s Rabbinical Council
of America issued no public statement on

the recent events.
Jewish exegesis

related to guns is
necessarily indi-
rect. Biblical and
talmudic texts
generally require
people to secure
possessions, such
as dangerous
dogs, that pose
safety hazards.

There are prohibitions on selling weapons to
idol worshippers and criminals, lest the
weapons be turned against Jews. At the
same time, there are complicating pro-
nouncements about moral freedom and
pikuah nefesh, saving a life. In one talmudic
commentary on Deuteronomy, the prohibi-
tion on a woman’s wearing men’s clothing
includes a ban on her wearing weapons, the
quintessential male accoutrement For men,
if follows, wearing weapons is natural.

But none of these sources figures in
American Jews’ discussions of guns; instead,
there is near blanket opposition. Why?

At the center of the gun issue is power: To
whom does the positive and negative power
of weapons rightfully belong? Max Weber
defined the state as an entity with a monop-
oly on violence; and the American Jewish
attitude towards guns, following Weber,
cedes all responsibility for the protection of
individuals–of Jews–to government.
American Jews, uniquely, cede this power
unilaterally even though it is available to
them.

The issue is not simply Left versus Right.
The Reform movement explicitly wishes to
restrict or prohibit individual gun owner-
ship, while Orthodox silence on the issue
tacitly accepts the social norms under which

Jews and guns

Continued on page 64. See “Jews & guns”.



By LESLIE LENKOWSKY
(Jewish Ideas Daily) – Ever since the first 23

Jewish settlers arrived in New Amsterdam in
1654, New York City has been the economic,
cultural, religious and demographic center of
Jewish life in North America. In 1920 New
York’s growing Jewish population reached 1.6
million – nearly 30 percent of the city’s resi-
dents; by 1950, the five boroughs (plus sub-
urban counties, Nassau, Suffolk, and
Westchester) were home to over 2.5 million
Jews, half of the U.S. Jewish population and
more Jews than in any other metropolitan
area in the world. 

From 1950 to 1970, however, America’s
Jewish population declined: by 1970 New
York City had lost 43 percent of its Jewish res-
idents. Over the next three decades it
dropped further, though still retained a signif-
icant share (one-third) of all American Jews. 

This downward trend, along with changes
like increasing intermar-
riage rates, raised questions
about the future of Jewish
life in not just New York but
America as a whole: If the
Jewish community could
not flourish in New York,
what chance did it have
elsewhere? 

A new report on New
York’s Jewish population by
the UJA-Federation of New
York gives grounds for both
some optimism and new concerns. It shows
that, since 2002, the city’s Jewish population
has been rising. The report – the third by the
UJA-Federation since 1991 – noted three
sources of that recent growth. 

First, a rise in the number and size of
Orthodox families: “Explosive,” the report
terms Haredi population growth; the Modern
Orthodox were not far behind. By contrast,
non-Orthodox families showed “negative
population growth,” as the number of off-
spring was less than the number of parents
who produced them. 

Second, the Jewish population’s increased
longevity. Many elderly were Russian-speak-
ing Jews who came to New York as adults in
the 1990s. Others were long-time residents
who were simply living longer than seniors
used to live. Moreover, a large group of “baby
boomers,” 15 percent of New York’s 2011
Jewish population, is now aged 55 to 64.
With life expectancy rising, the elderly are
likely to make up an even greater share of
New York’s Jewish community in the future.

Third: the substantial growth in people call-
ing themselves non-denominational or
“unconventional” Jews. Since 2002 they
have grown from 19 percent to more than
one-quarter of the Jewish population.
Furthermore, this increase far outstripped the
drop in those who considered themselves
Conservative, Reform, or Reconstructionist.
Many were children of – or participants in –
intermarriages or other close relationships
with non-Jews.

Not surprisingly, these non-denominational
Jews, despite identifying as Jewish, had limit-
ed involvement in Jewish life. In contrast, the
Orthodox were more deeply engaged. More
surprisingly, older Jews, regardless of denom-
ination, were active participants in Jewish
life.

The Orthodox and the elderly shared
another characteristic: Both groups were

needy. Perhaps the most startling figure in the
UJA-Federation study is that one-fifth of the
community is poor – defined as having an
income below 150 percent of the federal
poverty line. Fifteen percent of Jewish house-
holds received some type of public assis-
tance, such as food stamps or Medicaid.
Largely because the number of Haredi and
older Jews is growing faster than the Jewish
population as a whole, poverty in New York’s
Jewish community rose significantly during
the past decade.

In other words, the good news is that New
York’s Jewish population is rising again, espe-
cially among people who take their Judaism
seriously. The bad news is that this population
is becoming increasingly poor – and contains
a growing number of people who, despite
being financially well-off, have a diminishing
involvement in Jewish life and are more

inclined to contribute
money and time to non-
Jewish causes than to
Jewish causes.

Thus the study raises
new concerns. Its sug-
gestions like revitalizing
synagogue outreach
notwithstanding, its
main conclusion is
gloomy: The “sheer scale
of needs” may exceed
the “resources of even

the largest Jewish community in the United
States.”

Yet a more optimistic view is also possible.
The aging baby boomers, who are generally
in better medical and financial shape than
current seniors, may gradually reduce need
among the Jewish elderly. As for the Haredim,
a national economic measure like the federal
poverty line may not actually reflect need
among a group with a uniquely ascetic life-
style. In any case, a similar combination of
self-help efforts and outreach from the rest of
the community aimed at encouraging upward
mobility may enable them to prosper, just as
it did previous groups in need of assistance.

Critical will be the extent to which long-
established Jewish organizations can adapt
their efforts to address the needs of the grow-
ing needy. The survey reveals the end of five
decades of decline; it also shows how much
remains to be done.

Leslie Lenkowsky is a professor of public
affairs and philanthropic studies at Indiana
University. This article was first published by
Jewish Ideas Daily (www.jewishideasdaily.com)
and is reprinted with permission. 
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Happy New Year

New York Jews: 
Growing in numbers, growing apart

…the good news is that
New York’s Jewish popula-
tion is rising again, espe-
cially among people who

take their Judaism serious-
ly. The bad news is that

this population is becom-
ing increasingly poor…



By ANAT HOFFMAN 
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Knesset Speaker

Reuven Rivlin apologized to Jamal Julany,
one of the victims of a racist attack in Zion
Square, during his visit to the 17-year-old. 

“We are sorry,” said Rivlin, a Likud Party
leader. He went on to say, “It is hard to see
you hospitalized because of an inconceiv-
able act” and “What happened is the respon-
sibility of every leader and member of
Knesset.” 

The Jewish month of Elul calls us to evalu-
ate our actions and mend our ways to avoid
the same mistakes next year. 

An honest evaluation will reveal that this
unprovoked attack on three Arab youths by
dozens of Israeli teenagers is part of a phe-
nomenon much broader than the character of
these youths. 

It is the result of the chronology of pro-
longed Israeli government tolerance toward
Jewish religious extremism and its manifesta-
tions, and of the government’s tacit accep-
tance of racist incitement toward Israel’s Arab
minority by certain members of Knesset and
a number of extreme Orthodox rabbis. 

Every religion has its extremists; Judaism is
no different. Notably in this raging culture
war, the chief rabbi of Safed, Shmuel Eliyahu,
has repeatedly called Israel’s 1.2 million Arab
citizens “the enemy” and urged Jews not to
rent or sell apartments to Arabs. He also
claims that all Arabs have a violent nature. In
his manifesto published in March 2008, he
wrote, “The time has come to tell the truth.
Providing a livelihood for our enemies leads
to grave consequences.” 

Shmuel Eliyahu is not
alone. There are approxi-
mately 50 state-employed
Israeli rabbis who, like
Eliyahu, engage openly in
racist rhetoric toward non-
Jews with impunity. While
Israeli law clearly states that
racist incitement is a crimi-
nal offense, there have been
no disciplinary measures or a serious police
investigation. 

When leading public figures dehumanize
others, the descent from hateful speech to
violent acts is often swift and severe. 

These rabbis did not physically attack the
three Arab teens still recovering in the hospi-
tal, but their words and teachings were a
major catalyst and a spiritual motivation for
their impressionable young followers to take
the next step and actually commit a violent
act. 

There is a direct connection between the
immunity given to rabbis and the ease with
which a group of teenagers beat up a 17-
year-old Arab boy to “teach him a lesson”
about eyeing Jewish girls in Zion Square 

If the government of Israel is truly appalled
by the attack in Zion Square, here is a sug-
gestion: As the state has the power to fire civil
servants who are racists, why not use this
power immediately? 

The Israel Religious Action Center is moni-
toring racist statements by rabbis and pursu-
ing legal and public action against them. Our
recent report, “Love the Stranger as Yourself?
Racism in the Name of Halacha,” details this
disturbing trend. 

Racist incitement recently has taken on a
new focus: Jewish women and their purity. 

In Zion Square, flyers are being distributed
in Arabic that read “Our girls are dear to us,
just like you don’t want a Jew to date your sis-
ter, we also are not willing to accept an Arab
dating one of our women. Just like you would
do anything to stop a Jew from dating your
sister, so would we! Last week, an Arab who
thought he could come here and find a
Jewish girlfriend was hurt, we don’t want you
to get hurt, respect the honor of our girls
because they are dear to us!” 

Misogyny and racism meet again, this time
disguised as Judaism. The Israeli Movement
for Progressive Judaism is working to answer

the questions that
these recent events
pose: What is our
Jewish obligation
to the non-Jewish
minority in Israel?
How do we
respond to the
objectification of
women in service

of racism? 

Jews in Israel and in the Diaspora must
offer answers to these burning questions. 

Jews everywhere have the responsibility
to respond to racist statements by Jewish
extremists. It is our duty as Jews to remind
others and ourselves that the Torah com-
mands us to love the stranger 36 times
more than any other commandment. 

Jamal Julany remembers nothing of the
attack. He is strug-
gling in his hospital
bed to gain back the
use of his limbs, his
eyes and his ears. 

We must remind
ourselves, and the
State of Israel, of
every blow he
received and
demand that the
state stop turning a
blind eye and a deaf
ear to racism in its
own ranks. 

(Anat Hoffman is
executive director of
the Israel Religious
Action Center.) 

Wednesday, September 5, 2012, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   59

Op-ed

Happy

1040 Waverley Street / 989-7277
Showroom hours:
Monday, Friday & Saturday     9 am - 5 pm
Tuesday & Wednesday              9 am - 6 pm
Thursday                                    9 am - 8 pm

NEW YEAR

FETCHING STYLE

FFuullll sseerrvviiccee pprrooffeessssiioonnaall

aallll bbrreeeedd ddoogg ggrroooommiinngg

$$55..0000 WWaallkk--iinn 
NNaaiill CClliippppiinngg

11667777 CCoorryyddoonn AAvvee..
at Renfrew St.

448877--66778844

Happy New Year

344 PEMBINA HWY.
284-5950

Happy New Year
to all our friends
 & customers

Happy Rosh Hashanah

WINNIPEG BUILDING  & DECORATING
LIMITED

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

     David F. MacAngus Brian P. Thiessen

     1586 Wall Street      942-6121

Israel must punish rabbis who preach hatred 

The chief rabbi of Safed, SHMUEL
ELIYAHU: In his manifesto published in
March 2008, he wrote, “The time has come
to tell the truth. Providing a livelihood for
our enemies leads to grave consequences.”

When leading public figures
dehumanize others, the

descent from hateful speech
to violent acts is often swift

and severe.



(JTA) – Yom Kippur, the most somber day of
the Jewish year, is also called the Day of
Atonement and reminds us that we are all
accountable for our actions. The concept of
New Year’s resolutions that mark our secular
New Year’s Day comes from the Jewish idea
of repentance at the start of a new year. 

As we reflect on the mistakes we’ve made
over the past year, we resolve to be better
people. One element of repentance is fasting,

so Jews are not per-
mitted to eat or
drink on Yom
Kippur. But boy do
we prepare our-
selves for the fast!
We serve full, bal-
anced meals – light
on the salt and
t h i r s t - i n d u c i n g
spices – just before
the fast. When it’s
over, we give thanks and dig in once again. 

The post-Yom Kippur meal may not contain
every dish you fantasized about during the
fast, but it’s sure to be satisfying. 

* * *
SMOKED SALMON OMELET

This recipe only makes one omelet because
you really can’t make more than one at a
time. If you are serving several for brunch,
make them all beforehand and keep them
whole. Warm the prepared omelets on a
greased sheet pan in the oven, warming
drawer or on a hot plate. Then, cut in half just
before serving. 
Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 2 hours
Ready time: 2 hours, 10 minutes
Servings: 2 
Ingredients:
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 small red onion, thinly sliced
5 large eggs, beaten
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
2 tablespoons chopped chives
1 tablespoon capers
3 ounces thinly sliced smoked salmon
1 everything bagel, cut in half
4 tablespoons cream cheese 
Preparation:

Heat olive oil in a 10-inch skillet over
medium-high heat. Add onions and cook 4 to
6 minutes or until tender. Add eggs, salt and
pepper, and cook 3 to 4 minutes or until just
set in the center, tilting the skillet and lifting
the edges of omelet with a spatula to let
uncooked portion run out to edges. 

Sprinkle with chives and capers and lay
salmon over half of the omelet. Using a spat-
ula, fold the omelet half without the salmon
over the half with salmon to enclose it, and
slide the omelet onto a plate. 

Cut in half crosswise and serve on an open
faced bagel with cream cheese. 

* * *
SWEET KUGEL WITH DRIED FRUIT

Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 45 minutes
Ready time: 55 minutes
Servings: 12 
Ingredients:
1 pound wide egg noodles
3/4 cup dried cherries
3/4 cup dried apricots, diced
2 cups plain soy milk
5 large eggs, beaten
3/4 cup plus 3 tablespoons sugar, divided
1 tablespoon vanilla extract
2 cups cornflake cereal, crushed
3 tablespoons margarine, melted 
Preparation:

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Bring a large
pot of water to a boil and cook noodles
according to package directions. Drain well
and let cool. 

In a large bowl, combine cherries, apricots,
soy milk, eggs, 3/4 cup sugar and vanilla.
Add noodles and stir to combine. Pour the
mixture into a greased 9- by-13-inch baking

dish. 
In a medium bowl, combine

crushed cereal with margarine and
remaining 3 tablespoons of sugar.
Scatter the mixture over the noodles.
Bake 45 minutes or until set and the
topping is golden. 

* * *
ROASTED PEPPER PANZANELLA

Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 15 minutes
Ready time: 25 minutes

Servings: 6 
Ingredients:
1 medium loaf whole wheat rustic bread,
crust removed and cut into 1-inch cubes
1 cup sliced cucumber
1/2 cup sliced red onion
1 roasted red bell pepper, thinly sliced
1 roasted yellow bell pepper, thinly sliced
1 large tomato on the vine, cut into wedges
1 ball fresh mozzarella, cubed (8-ounce)
12 large leaves basil, torn
1/4 cup olive oil
3 tablespoons red wine vinegar
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 
Preparation:

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Spread out
cubed bread on a large sheet pan in a single
layer and bake for 15 to 20 minutes or until
dried out and crispy. Let cool. 

In a large bowl, combine cucumbers,
onions, peppers, tomatoes, mozzarella and
basil and toss to combine. Add bread, olive
oil, vinegar, salt and pepper and stir to coat
well. Serve immediately or let sit up to 30
minutes so bread soaks up the dressing. 

* * *
ORANGE GINGER POACHED PEARS

Poached pears are a great lighter alternative
to a rich heavy dessert but still have loads of
flavor to satisfy the most discerning sweet
tooth. Serve with your favorite non-dairy ice
cream and experiment poaching different
kinds of fruit. 
Prep time: 5 minutes
Cook time: 18 minutes
Ready time: 23 minutes
Servings: 4 
Ingredients:
2 cups orange juice
1 cup water
2 tablespoons sugar
2-inch piece of ginger, peeled and sliced
1/8 teaspoon salt
2 Anjou pears, peeled, halved and cored
2 cups vanilla soy ice cream 
Preparation:

In a saucepan, combine orange juice,
water, sugar, ginger and salt, and bring to a
boil. Reduce to a simmer and add pears.
Simmer until just tender, about 8 minutes.
Remove pears and set aside. 

Bring mixture to a boil and reduce until a
little thicker, about 10 minutes. Strain sauce
through a fine mesh sieve. 

Serve each pear half with a scoop of ice
cream and a few tablespoons of sauce. 

(Jamie Geller was “The Bride Who Knew
Nothing” – until she found her niche as
everybody’s favorite kosher cook next door.
She is the author of the best-selling “Quick &
Kosher” cookbook series, creator of the Joy of
Kosher with Jamie Geller magazine and host
of the popular Quick & Kosher cooking show
online at youtube.com/joyofkosher and on-
air on JLTV. Join Jamie and the world’s largest
kosher food community on joyofkosher.com
to discover 5,000 FREE kosher recipes, inspir-
ing menu ideas, how-to videos, and more!) 
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Cheering the tummy after atoning: Breaking the Yom Kippur fast 



By LAWRENCE A. HOFFMAN 
NEW YORK (JTA) – Few prayers are as well

known to Jews as Ashamnu (“We have
sinned ...”) and Al Chet (“For the sin ...”), the
twin confessions of Yom Kippur. Belief in
human sinfulness is more central to Judaism
than we think. Sin may not be “original,” as
it is in Christianity – inherited from Adam,
that is, as a sort of genetic endowment ever
after. But it is at least primal: It is there,
patent, indelible and unavoidable. We may
not be utterly depraved – the teaching with
which American Protestantism grew up – but
we are indeed sinners. 

Talmudic practice, therefore, was to say a
confession every single day, a precedent that
continued into the Middle Ages and still sur-
vives in Sephardi synagogues. Ashkenazi
Jews also announce that sinfulness daily in a
part of the service called Tachanun (“suppli-
cations”), which includes a line from Avinu
Malkeinu, “Our Father, Our King, be gracious
and answer us, for we have no deeds.” 

That translation misses the theological
point, however. Classical Christianity
believed that we are too sinful to be of any
merit on our own. We depend, therefore, on
God’s “grace,” the love God gives even
though we do not deserve it. Jews, by con-
trast, preach the value of good deeds, the
mitzvot. But Avinu Malkeinu hedges that bet.
At least in Tachanun, and certainly from Rosh
Hashanah to Yom Kippur, we proclaim “we
have no deeds” and rely on God’s “gracious”
love instead. 

Our two Yom Kippur confessions appeared
in “Seder Rav Amram,” the first comprehen-
sive Jewish prayer book (c. 860), and became
standard thereafter. 

But do Jews really believe we are as sinful
as the confessions imply? Nineteenth-century
Jews, recently emancipated from medieval
ghettos, doubted it. For well more than a cen-
tury, philosophers had preached the primacy
of reason as the cognitive capacity that makes
all human beings equal. These two influ-
ences, political equality and the fresh air of
reason paved the way for a century when all
things seemed possible. And indeed, scientif-
ic advances and the industrial revolution did
seem to promise an end to human suffering
just around the corner. 

It wasn’t just Jews who felt that way. For
Europeans in general, the notion of human
sin, whether original (for Christians) or primal
(for Jews), lost plausibility. Far from bemoan-
ing human depravity, it seemed, religion
should celebrate human nobility.
Enlightenment rabbis began paring away Yom
Kippur’s heavy accent on sin. 

From then until now, new liturgies (usually
Reform and Reconstructionist) have short-
ened the confessions, translated them to
lessen their overall impact and created new
ones that addressed more obvious shortcom-

ings of human society. But traditionalist litur-
gies too tried to underscore human promise
and explain away the aspects of the confes-
sions that no one believed anymore. Al Chet
“is an enumeration of all the sins and errors
known to mankind,” said Samson Raphael
Hirsch, the founder of modern Orthodoxy. It
is not as if we, personally, have done them,
but some Jew somewhere has, and as the
Talmud says, “All Israelites are responsible for
one another.” 

Some would say today that as much as the
19th century revealed the human capacity for
progress, the 20th and 21st centuries have
demonstrated the very opposite. Perhaps we
really are as sinful as the traditional liturgy
says. Religious “progressives” respond by say-
ing that we suffer only from a failure of nerve
and that more than ever, Yom Kippur should
reaffirm the liberal faith in human dignity,
nobility and virtue. At stake on Yom Kippur
this year is not just one confession rather than
another, but our faith in humankind and the
kind of world we think we are still capable of
building. 

I am not yet ready to throw in the
Enlightenment towel. Back in 1824, Rabbi
Gotthold Salomon of Hamburg gave a ser-
mon in which he said, “All of us feel, to one
extent or other, that, in spirit and soul, we
belong to a higher order than the ephemeral.
We feel that we are human in the most noble
sense of the word, that we are closely con-
nected to the Father of all existence, and that
we could have no higher purpose than to
show ourselves wor-
thy of this relation-
ship.” 

Those words ring
true for us today. We
have something to
gain from the
E n l i g h t e n m e n t ’s
belief that acting for
human betterment is
the noble thing to
do, and that acting
nobly is still possi-
ble.

Rabbi Lawrence A.
Hoffman, the
Barbara and Stephen
Friedman professor
of liturgy, worship
and ritual at Hebrew
Union College-
Jewish Institute of
Religion in New
York, is the author
most recently of
“We Have Sinned:
Sin and Confession
in Judaism –
Ashamnu and Al
Chet” (Jewish
Lights).
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By YEHUDAH MIRSKY
(Jewish Ideas Daily) -- According to a rab-

binic tradition recorded in the Talmud
(Shabbat 12b), God’s angels do not under-
stand the Aramaic language in which the
Talmud itself is mainly composed. As many a
modern reader can testify, they’re hardly
alone.

Hard enough to understand in the original
Aramaic, in translation the Talmud can be no
less daunting. 

The monumental Soncino Talmud (1935-
1952), for instance, presented mental chal-
lenges of its own to anyone trying to maneu-
ver through it, while later editions of specific
tractates by the American academic Jacob
Neusner and his students are of uncertain
quality and also largely inaccessible to non-
specialists.

In recent decades, things have changed for
the better. In 1967, the unique Israeli scholar
and educator, Rabbi Adin Steinsatz, inaugu-
rated his own translation of the Talmud – this
time into Hebrew.

The edition’s popularity – it sold more than
a million copies – prompted the mainstream
American publisher, Random House, to
launch a Steinsalz English translation in
1980. 

Yet that effort, which resulted in twenty-one
overpriced and ungainly volumes, covered
just four tractates and eventually ran
aground.

Shortly after came yet another translation,
this time from the ultra-Orthodox publishing
house, ArtScroll, whose highly popular prayer
books and other works featured smooth trans-
lations, sophisticated production values, and
a somewhat reactionary ideological edge. 

But the Schottenstein Talmud (named for
the benefactor supporting it) was another
matter. 

The translation was lucid, moving with the
flow of the text and helpfully anticipating the
questions that close readers would ask, while
the notes conveyed with remarkable econo-
my the flavor of classic talmudic interpreta-
tion. Underneath it all one could sense the
basic humility before the text that is a sign of
true scholarship.

And now the latest development: the return
of the Steinsaltz Talmud, translated and edit-
ed afresh, this time thanks to the Koren Press
of Jerusalem, well known for its meticulously
produced, finely presented editions of classic
texts. The first volume, Tractate Berakhot, has
just appeared; the publisher promises to con-
clude the entire project in the coming years.

How do the Schottenstein and Steinsaltz
editions compare?

Schottenstein offers a more literal and min-
imalist translation; Steinsaltz is fuller and
more elegant. Schottenstein has more exten-
sive discussion of later rabbinic literature;
Steinsaltz’s focus is on the plain sense of the
text and the decisive halakhic applications.

In Schottenstein, the brunt of rabbinic
explication is carried by the footnotes, which
present an impressive array of commentators;
by contrast, Steinsaltz often adduces, within
the running commentary, a single source that
concisely answers a question raised by the
text. 

Steinsaltz also explains technical terms and
difficult passages, offers brief biographies of
sages, illustrates realia in full color, and

shows a subtle but unmistakable debt to aca-
demic Talmud scholarship (whose very exis-
tence goes unacknowledged by ArtScroll).

Further, where ArtScroll works to give its
products the ornamental gravitas of tradition-
al bound volumes, Koren’s design exudes
both the look of classical Hebrew and traces
of the modernist minimalism of Zionist aes-
thetics.

Another Zionist element is evident in
Koren’s transliterations of Hebrew words in
the so-called Sephardi pronunciation
("Massekhet Berakhot"), as opposed to
ArtScroll’s faithful adherence to Ashkenazi
Hebrew ("Massekhes Berachos"). 

Finally, whereas Schottenstein presents the
photocopied text of the classic late nine-
teenth-century Vilna Talmud text on full fac-
ing pages opposite its own translation and
commentary, Steinsaltz places the same text
in its entirety at one end of the volume, repro-
ducing the individual passages as needed to
match the ongoing flow of the translation and
commentary. 

In so doing, Steinsaltz distances the reader,
however slightly, from the aura cast by the
great Vilna edition.

Schottenstein does a great job of explaining
the text, and ushers the reader into the
precincts of rabbinic authority through its
presentation of the commentarial tradition, so
rich and multilayered that if you want really
to grasp its details, you'll have to ask a rabbi
(from this edition you'd never know there
was such a thing as a Talmud professor). 

In short, it aims for an audience somewhat
closer-in, albeit one in need of translation.

Steinsaltz, in both design and style, reaches
for a wider audience. It is no less faithful to
the text and requires no less of the reader, but
that reader will likely come away with more
of a sense of the Talmud as a living text,
which presses its demands on our hearts and
lives.

But both editions, each in its way, succeed
in leading us to the classic bottom line: “the
rest is commentary, go and learn” (Shabbat
31a).

(Yehudah Mirsky served in the State
Department's human rights bureau in the
Clinton Administration and moved to Israel
in 2002. He is active in Yerushalmim.org,
and his biography of Rav Kook is forthcom-
ing from Yale University Press. This article
was first published by Jewish Ideas Daily
(www.jewishideasdaily.com) and is reprinted
with permission.)

Englishing the Talmud



By BEN SALES
JERUSALEM (JTA) -- The corporate offices

of Rami Levy, Israel’s nouveau riche super-
market mogul, sit atop one of his grocery
stores in southern Jerusalem. It’s not a busy
neighborhood, nor is it easily accessible by
public transit. But once the building comes
into view, there’s no mistaking that it’s his.

Plastered across the side wall in bold letters
on a yellow background are the words Rami
Levy Hashikma Market. The company name
appears at least six more times elsewhere on
the building.

Meet the new Israeli mogul – with a net
worth about $1 billion, according to Haaretz
– whom many Jews outside Israel do not yet
recognize, but who is emerging as a champi-
on of the country’s economically struggling
families.

Levy, 57, is the owner of the third largest
grocery store chain in Israel, with 24 stores
across the country en route to the goal of 50.
Other competitors have much larger chains,
but Levy has gained attention in part by cul-
tivating the persona of a poor boy who made
good and now is passing along the benefits to
his customers. The benefits include sales and
special deals for Jewish holidays, like low
prices on matzah for Passover.

Last week, as the cost of bread in Israel rose
6 1/2 percent, Levy’s stores said they would
not raise their prices until after Sukkot. Levy’s
larger competitors will raise their bread
prices after Rosh Hashanah, according to
Israeli reports.

“I want the consumer to be happy,” said
Levy, a man of few words who sticks to his
message. “You want to kill two birds with one
stone -- to do business so that it’ll be good for
the consumer.”

Levy grew up in the crowded Jerusalem
neighborhood of Nachlaot, near the open
market of Mahane Yehuda. He decided to
open his first store when he witnessed a nasty
interaction between his grandmother and a
shop owner there during one of his furloughs
from the Israeli army.

“He didn’t talk to her nicely and it troubled
her,” Levy said. He thought, “I’ll get out of
the army and I’ll open a store.”

His grandfather owned a small warehouse
down the block from the shop owner, on
Hashikma Street, a side road in the market
that would give his chain its name. In 1977,
Levy cleaned, painted and converted the
warehouse into a grocery store. He attracted
customers by selling food at the same price
as his wholesalers.

After three months he connected directly
with the companies that supplied his whole-
salers and began to buy directly from them,
which allowed him to turn a small profit and
later to expand his chain.

Levy has since launched an insurance com-
pany and a cell phone provider, both of
which bear his name. The Israeli business
publication Calcalist reported two weeks ago
that Levy’s cell phone provider now serves
66,000 customers, compared to several
recently launched providers with more than
100,000 customers.

Below his corporate office, attached to the
store, customers can also eat at Hashikma
Pizza or Hashikma Burger. Levy said he
would enter any industry “where I can do

well for my customers, sell at low prices and
make sure my customers can have good ser-
vice.”

Customers at the store said they shop there
for the low prices, but some other potential
buyers prefer the supermarket across the
street -- a branch of the larger Super-Sal
chain. They said they chose to forgo Levy’s
deals because his shops are too crowded.

“He wants every meter,” said Moshe Zaken,
29. “You can’t turn the corner. You bump into
people.”

Store owners on
Hashikma Street,
where he began, say
he hasn’t changed
from the days when
they knew him as a
friendly and gener-
ous grocer.

“He was a nice
guy, a regular guy,”
said Aviezer Zaken
(no relation to
Moshe), who runs a
fish and poultry shop
that like Levy’s chain
is named for its
owner. “We didn’t
expect him to
become a billion-
aire.”

Like a few others,
Aviezer Zaken attrib-
uted Levy’s success
to “the blessing of
God. Just the bless-
ing of God.”

Shop owners
recalled that
although Levy gave
free matzah to needy
people before
Passover, he never
gave himself a break.

“What free time?
He worked 24 hours
a day,” said Yaakov
Gazit, who used to
own a Turkish restau-
rant on the corner of
Hashikma, near
Levy’s store.
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Even so,
G a z i t
remembered
a night years

ago when he was stuck on the other side of
Jerusalem with a flat tire and Levy came to
assist him at 3 a.m.

“You’re stuck, so I’m helping you,” Gazit
recalled Levy saying after Gazit had called
for help.

Levy still maintains a storefront on
Hashikma whose sign offers food for
“cheaper than cheap.” Shop owners there
say he comes by every few months, but
the interior of the store is empty and some
shelves need repairs. Passers-by said it
hardly ever opens. The number advertised
on the sign does not take incoming calls.

Whether or not God’s hand is guiding
Levy’s success, religiously themed pic-
tures of Jerusalem hang in his office and Levy has remained Sabbath
observant. Beyond the time he spends that day with his family, his wife

-- whom he calls
“my right hand” --
and three of his four
children, all adults,
work for him. He
also has three grand-
children.

“There’s less time
one on one because
everyone is busy, but
we see each other
during the day,” he
said.

While Levy focus-

es on his business, he also has
become entangled in political
controversy. After his West Bank
locations in Sha’ar Binyamin and
Mishor Adumim began attracting
Palestinian customers due to their
low prices, the Palestinian
Authority discouraged Palestinians
from buying there. The PA claimed
that patronizing the stores helped
the economy of Israel’s settle-
ments, according to The Jerusalem
Post.

Still, Levy said, “The people kept
buying. I serve my customers
regardless of race or nationality.”

He also doesn't discriminate
between Jews and Palestinians
when hiring.

“We have a lot of Jews in the
Diaspora,” Levy said, so he hopes his hiring practices will prevent
people from outside Israel saying to prospective employees, “You are
a Jew; I won’t hire you.”

After he expands to 50 stores, Levy said he will have to stop because
any additional branches would make his current cost structure unsus-
tainable. Although he “can’t serve all of Israel,” he said he likes to see
the larger chains imitate his tactics.

“The moment you blaze a trail and your trail does well for people,
and your competitors are doing the same thing, I’m happy,” he said.

Perhaps the opening day of the 50th store will be when Levy takes
respite from his never-ending work. What will he do then?

Levy is not talking about retiring, but his former colleague, Aviezer
Zaken, said, “He’ll sit on the beach and fish.”
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Rami Levy
Continued from page 63.

Jews do not own guns. The
denominational positions effec-
tively converge. Guns are not
for Jews.

One pathological conse-
quence of Jewish powerlessness has been the tendency to embrace
weakness, rationalizing the suffering it produces as noble. Another
is guilt regarding whatever power one does possess. For American
Jews, who are not shy about wielding their social and economic
power, the choice to remain unarmed is perverse–but logical.

Jews also follow the prejudices of their social class. For instance,
educated upper middle-class suburbanites, largely untouched by
gun violence, are opposed to guns. That class also looks to expiate
a sense of privilege by restricting the rights of others.

There is also a passive-aggressive element in the American Jewish
attitude: It cedes a monopoly on violence to government not just in
exchange for government’s protection but as a way of establishing
an entitlement to such protection. Although government obliges,
criminals and terrorists have not agreed to the bargain, hence the
occasional human sacrifice.

But the American social contract, as its founding documents attest,
uniquely specifies that government does not enjoy a monopoly on
violence. Moreover, the power of governments to threaten liberties
is fact, not fantasy; Jews have been victims of state violence as much
or more than non-state violence. The question of whether to place
total trust in the state for protection does not have a self-evident
answer.

Then there is the problem of guns and Zion. How many American
Jews are taken aback at seeing young Israeli men and women bear-
ing assault rifles? How much alienation from Israel comes from the
American Jewish desire that violence be impersonal and distant,
rather than, as in Israel, intensely personal?

Guns are an imperfect last defense against adversaries–govern-
ments, terrorists, home invaders. In rejecting guns, Jews elect to put
their full faith in government–also imperfect, as well as haphazard,
biased, even vindictive. Placing faith in government rather than in
legal rights places faith not in laws but in human discretion. Such a
choice is necessarily foolish. And faith in powerlessness is still
worse, demeaning and potentially suicidal.

Alex Joffe is a contributing writer at Jewish Ideas Daily. This article
was first published by Jewish Ideas Daily
(www.jewishideasdaily.com) and is reprinted with permission. 

Jews & guns
(Continued from page 57.)

A branch of Levy Hashikma - now Israel’s third largest
supermarket chain - “Other competitors have much larger
chains, but Levy has gained attention in part by cultivating
the persona of a poor boy who made good and now is pass-
ing along the benefits to his customers. The benefits include
sales and special deals for Jewish holidays, like low prices on
matzah for Passover.”


