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Bnai Brith Audit: Number of Reported Anti-Semitic
incidents at “All-Time High” in Canada last Year

Number up 8.9 percent in Canada, but down 17.1 per cent in Manitoba compared to last year

By MATT BELLAN

Anti-Semitism in Canada is “at an
all-time high,” according to the
findings of an annual audit by B’nai
Brith Canada. The audit, released
last Tuesday tallied 1,135 anti-
Semitic incidents in Canada, repre-
senting a more than four-fold
increase in incidents over the past
decade. 

The number of anti-Semitic inci-
dents reported to B’nai Brith
Canada’s League for Human Rights
rose by 8.9 per cent in 2008, com-
pared to the year before. 

But the number of such incidents
reported in Manitoba fell by 17.1
per cent.

Is the drop in the number of
reported Manitoba incidents - to 34
from 41 - partly because of exten-
sive media coverage here of the
Canadian Museum for Human
Rights planned for Winnipeg and
an increase in human rights education here over the past few years?

David Matas, senior counsel for B’nai Birth Canada, said in a telephone
interview last week that that’s “possible”, but he couldn’t say for sure, with-
out knowing why the perpetrators “engaged” in those activities.

“I’d be reluctant to guess what the reason might be,” he said of the drop
in Manitoba incidents reported last year.

The Manitoba anti-Semitic incidents reported in the annual audit includ-
ed defacement last July of a billboard for the Canadian Museum for Human
Rights.

The defacement of the billboard on the museum’s site at The Forks includ-
ed daubing of swastikas and the slogan “Kill all Jews”.

Asked whether that suggests the perpetrators might see the museum, as
a threat to their bigotry, Matas said that’s also “a speculative question”. 

“It is possible. I don’t know the author (of the graffiti) of course, but it par-
allels a neo-Nazi kind of sentiment,” he added.

The 34 incidents reported in Manitoba included 26 cases of harassment,
and eight, of vandalism. Matas said harassment numbers are so much high-
er than those for vandalism, “ because harassment is easier.”

He cited “anonymous anti-Semitic mailings” as
an example. “I sometimes get anonymous letters
like this - anonymous anti-Semitic attacks from
someone with anti-Semitic sentiments.”

Perpetrators are “much less likely to get caught”
sending such letters, than painting a hate message
“on a wall, in the open air.”

As for the 8.9 per cent increase in anti-Semitic
incidents reported to the league for all of Canada,
Matas supposes that reflects the “persistence,
strength and vitality” of anti-Semitism.

“It used to be anti-Semitism was coming from the
Christian community, especially hate by Germany.
Now, it’s often by the Muslim community, spear-
headed by Iran and Saudi Arabia.”

The audit notes that close to half the total number
of “hate-related incidents” in 2008 happened in the
last four months of that year.

That can be linked to “the developing economic
recession” and “high-profile fiascos” like “the
Bernie Madoff scandal”, the audit claims, referring
to the trial and conviction of that Jewish American
billionaire for financial fraud.

Asked what hard evidence the league has for the
above claims, Matas said league officials are

“sometimes left to speculate.” You rarely have time to psychoanalyze the
people who perpetrated the anti-Semitic incidents.”

Matas added, however, that a “correlation of events”, including the eco-
nomic downturn and the conflict with Hamas in the Gaza Strip, might
have contributed to the sudden spike in “hate-related incidents.”

“Typical anti-Semitic symbols were seen, that equated the swastikas with
the Star of David. Is that a criticism of the Israeli operation or generic anti-
Semitism? It can be explained either way,” Matas said.

The audit showed that Canada-wide the month of December saw the
highest total of the year with 151 incidents — 70 were related to the start
of Israel’s military operation in Gaza, the audit noted. 

During economic downturns, there has also been a historical pattern of
“blaming the Jewish community” for “financial problems”, and the sug-
gestion that Jews run the financial system “for their own benefit. I think
that’s where we’re coming to.”

The audit also expresses concern about an increase in hate expressed on

DAVID MATAS: The public needs to be aware of, and
complain about the growing number of anti-Semitic
and other expressions of hatred on Facebook, and
other Internet programs.

(Cont. on page 17. See “Anti-Semitism”.)
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Monday, May4 7:30 p.m. 

Joanne Borts
Yiddish and Broadway Diva

This Broadway dynamo delivers
an energetic and humour-filled
evening of music and song 
that bridges the gap 
between musical theatre
and her Yiddish roots.

Wednesday, May13 7:30 p.m. 

A Bisele Haimeshe Yiddish
A Little Homespun Yiddish
Featuring Local Performers 

Klezmer Kids
Under the leadership of Danny Koulack
this talented group of young musicians
performs traditional Klezmer music.

Gray Academy Students
Under the direction of Miriam Bronstein, 
Gray Academy students return to the 
Mameloshen Festival stage with a 
program of classic Yiddish songs.

Richard Yaffe & Jane Enkin
Entertainer, cantor and choral conductor
Richard Yaffe is joined by accomplished
singer Jane Enkin for a special 
performance of Yiddish standards. 
Accompanying Richard and Jane are local musicians 
Ron Paley, Piano; Karl Kohut, Bass; Rob Siwik, Drums

Wednesday, May20 7:30 p.m. 

Henry “ Hank”
Sapoznik

Award-winning Author, Producer &
Four Time Grammy Award Nominee
Lecture: Mamas, Yentes and Khazntes:
Women in Yiddish Popular 
Culture

Monday, May25 7:30 p.m. 

The Lithuanian Empire:
An Evening of Klezmer Music
Hailing from across Canada and 
the US, this 7-Member Klezmer
Group has combined forces to
present an energetic and 
innovative evening of 
music and song.

All performances at the Muriel Richardson Auditorium Winnipeg Art Gallery 

Transportation is available for seniors. Provided with the generous support of the 
Daniel Tallman Family Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. Call Kathy at 477-7545.

$25

$25

$15

$20

$70 All Four
Events for One
Special Price.

SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE

I.L. PERETZ FOLK SCHOOL ENDOWMENT TRUST

Present 

Klezmer Kids

Richard Yaffe

Jane Enkin

TICKETS & PACKAGES
Rady Jewish Community Centre 477-7510
www.radyjcc.com – Click on Ticket Central

I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust and the Rady
JCC Present the Best of Yiddish
and Jewish Entertainment and

Culture at 2nd Annual
Mameloshen Festival 

Following the success of the first Mameloshen Festival last year,
The I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust and the Rady Jewish
Community Centre are pleased to present this unique series which
celebrates the richness of Yiddish and Jewish culture by featuring
local and out-of-town performers. 

Produced by Laurie Mainster and Tamar Barr, The Mameloshen
Festival will run weekly from May 4 to May 25, paying homage to
the beauty and history of Yiddish with new and exciting perfor-
mances while introducing audiences to the diversity of Jewish cul-
ture. 

In his first Winnipeg appearance on Wednesday, May 20, Henry
“Hank” Sapoznik presents the lecture; Mamas, Yentes and
Khazntes: Women in Yiddish Popular Culture. Henry Sapoznik is
an award winning author, radio and record producer and per-
former of traditional Yiddish and American music. He co-pro-
duced the ten-part series the Yiddish Radio Project for National
Public Radio’s All Things Considered in the spring of 2002 which
won the prestigious Peabody Award for Excellence in Broadcast
Journalism the same year he was nominated for an Emmy for his
music score to the biographical film The Life and Times of Hank
Greenberg. A pioneering scholar and performer of Klezmer music,
he founded KlezKamp: The Yiddish Folk Arts Program in 1985,
and is the Executive Director of Living Traditions the folk arts orga-
nization which runs it. His book, Klezmer! Jewish Music from Old
World to Our World won the 2000 ASCAP Deems Taylor Award
for Excellence in Music Scholarship and has just released in a new
paperback edition. 

The final performance of this year’s Mameloshen Festival 0n
Monday, May 25 features the seven-member Klezmer group The
Lithuanian Empire also their first visit to Winnipeg who will pre-
sent an energetic and innovative evening of music and song. In
the heart of creating a spiritual fusion of sound, The Lithuanians
have combined forces to put fresh spins on tunes while still main-
taining their traditional Klezmer mother tongue.

A casual jam session in a cabin at KlezKanada in 2005 soon
evolved into a contagiously energetic and innovative band.
KlezKanada students and faculty greeted performances by the
newly formed Lithuanian Empire with standing ovations.

The band’s players hail from Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, the
Appalachian Mountains, and New Haven, Connecticut. 

Members come from a variety of musical backgrounds, and
each adds their unique perspective to the music. 

Some received classical training at the finest institutions in
North America, while others are highly respected and sought-after
freelance musicians. What all members share is a deep love of
Klezmer and the creativity and drive to take this traditional music
in new directions. 

Also appearing on the 2nd Annual Mameloshen Festival are: 
Monday, May 4: Joanne Borts: Broadway dynamo who delivers

an energetic evening of music and song that bridges the gap
between musical theatre and her Yiddish roots 

Wednesday, May 13: A Bisele Haimeshe Yiddish: A special
evening which showcases some of the best local contributions to
Yiddish entertainment in Winnipeg featuring the Klezmer Kids,
Gray Academy Students and Richard Yaffe & Jane Enkin. 

We invite everyone to join us in the exciting and special series
dedicated to Yiddish and Jewish culture which is sure to have a
lasting legacy in our community. All performances will take place
at the Muriel Richardson Auditorium, Winnipeg Art Gallery.
Transportation for seniors is available provided with the generous
support of the Daniel Tallman Fund at the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba.

Tickets are available by contacting the Rady Jewish Community
Centre or on-line at www.radyjcc.com - Click on Ticket Central or
477-7510. 



By SHAYNA WIWIERSKI

A keynote address by Rabbi Sir
Jonathan Sacks, the Chief Rabbi
of the United Kingdom, was tele-
cast world wide and viewed by
about 100 members of our
Jewish community who attended
a Chabad kosher brunch at the
Fort Gary Hotel this past Sunday,
April 5. Winnipeg united with
359 other Jewish communities
around the world to view this
special broadcast.

According to Rabbi Sacks,
there are three mitzvahs that
come together this time of year.
The first is the mitzvah of hekhal,
when the Jewish nation was
gathered as a whole. 

In ancient Israel, the entire
Jewish nation assembled every
seven years in the Holy Temple
courtyard in Jerusalem to hear
the king address the people and
urge them to study Torah and serve G-d. These years were called
hekhal years (meaning “assemble”), and emphasized the act of unity.

“It was the moment the king gathered the people and read the
Torah,” Rabbi Sacks said.

The second mitzvah is the blessing of the sun. The Torah states that
the sun makes a 28-year cycle to return to the position that it was in
when the universe was created. 

“The planet and the stars are in the same position as they were when
the bodies were created in the fourth day (of creation of the world),
which was a Wednesday.”

This Pesach is very special because it marks one of these 28-year
periods and, as a result, the special blessing of the sun was to be said
on the first night of Pesach, (April 8) to recognize this event.

Rabbi Sacks says the third mitzvah is Pesach itself, an annual
reminder of when our Temple stood in Jerusalem. It is a great moment
of redemption in Jewish history, Rabbi Sacks says.

He emphasized that redemption is one of the three fundamentals of
the Jewish faith- the other two are creation and revelation.

“Creation is the sense of greatness, of good, also of G-d. Creation is
us as individuals. Redemption is family. When G-d redeemed the peo-
ple from Egypt, he did so as a family. He sacrificed individual welfare
for the welfare of a family. The hekhal is revelation- the presence of
something very strange and uniquely Jewish,” says Rabbi Sacks, who
was awarded a knighthood in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list in
2005.

What is strange and uniquely Jewish, according to Rabbi Sacks, is
that G-d revealed himself not to individuals, nor families, but to the
entire Jewish nation at Mount Sinai. This has resonated with the Jewish
faith and kept the nation together.

“Jews remained a nation, even after they were dispersed and scat-
tered all over. They didn’t share a language except prayer. They shared
nothing except the covenant their ancestors made at Sinai.
Globalization for others is the newest of the new. For us, it’s the old-
est of the old because we are one nation.”

Nations, individuals, and families are the three primary elements of
the human condition. It is through these three elements that the Jewish
people fulfill the mitzvahs, according to Rabbi Sacks.

“The sun applies to each of us as individuals.
Large crowds to salute fulfill the mitzvah
together as a nation, and all Jews come togeth-
er as a family at Pesach.”

Rabbi Avrohom Altein and Rabbi Shmuly
Altein, from the Lubavitch Centre of Winnipeg
and the Chabad Jewish Learning Institute, both
spoke at the event, which also featured a
greeting from the Holy Land and a musical
presentation.

Wayne Lefkovitz, who attended the brunch
and worldwide telecast, found Rabbi Sacks’
lecture to be inspirational.

“He spoke of things that were core Jewish
values,” said Lefkovitz.

Harry Kaplan, who also attended, comment-
ed  that he felt a sense of harmony and com-
munity.

“It gives you a warm feeling with your blood.
It reinforces that you’re Jewish and that you’re
part of the community,” said Kaplan.

Rabbi Sack’s broadcast, titled “Unity as a
Means to Personal and Communal
Redemption,” was the second of four lectures
in the Unity Lecture Series presented by the
Chabad Jewish Learning Institute. Chabad’s
Unity Lecture Series is designed to bring
together Jews, with varying levels of Jewish
knowledge. Rabbi Sack’s lecture was broad-
cast as part of a kosher brunch held at the sev-
enth floor ballroom at the Fort Gary Hotel. 

Shayna Wiwierski is a member of Winnipeg’s
Jewish community, and a first year student of
communications at Red River College.
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Community news

Pesach Message from Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks, Chief Rabbi of the United Kingdom
In a telecast Sacks explains why this year Jews make a special blessing of the sun, a ritual done only once every 28 years

Once every 28 years Jews make
a special blessing of the sun,
which occurred Wednesday
morning, April 8, this year. Photo
by Rhonda Spivak.

RABBI SIR JONATHAN SACKS
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Community news

Families Gather to Celebrate 
“Blessing of the Sun” - a Once-in-28-year Phenomenon

By REBECA KUROPATWA 

“Birkat Hachamah” (the
Blessing of the Sun) is an ancient
Jewish ritual held once every 28
years, to remember the precise
day of Creation when G-d creat-
ed the sun. 

On Sunday, April 5,
Congregation Etz Chayim orga-
nized a family event, attended by
about 40 people, at the Manitoba
Children’s Museum to learn
about and celebrate Birkat
Hachamah. 

Rabbi Larry Lander and Cantor
Tracy Kasner-Greaves talked to
attendees about the history and
meaning of this rare occasion,
sang “brachot” (blessings), and
asked participants to sing all the
songs they could think of relating
to the sun. 

The synagogue’s Judy Flynn was
the lead organizer of the event,
and participating parents super-
vised sun-related craft activities -
from making paper sundials and
solar cookers, to creating art by
painting, drawing, cutting, and
pasting. 

According to Talmudic calcula-
tions, every 28 years the sun is in
the exact position it occupied at
the time of Creation. This year
(5769, in the Hebrew calendar),
at sunrise, that moment was to
fall on Wednesday, April 8 - just
hours before Passover was to
begin. 

The English translation of the
“Blessing of the Sun” (from the
original Hebrew) is “Blessed are
You, King of the Universe, who
makes/re-enacts the works of cre-

ation.” It is the same blessing said
when a natural wonder is seen,
like lightning or northern lights. A
short selection of psalms and
prayers are traditionally said
before the blessing of the sun.

Back in 1981 (28 years ago),
Birkat Hachamah was virtually
unheard of outside the Orthodox
community. Although about 300
neo-chasidic/renewal Jews, led
by Orthodox Rabbis Zalman
Schachter and Shlomo
Carlebach, commemorated the
moment at the top the Empire
State Building, the event generat-
ed little media coverage. Many
people who did say the blessing
did so as part of their daily morn-
ing synagogue service. 

Now, in 2009, Birkat
Hachamah is more commonly
celebrated by people of all
denominations of Judaism. This
might be related to the growing
concern for environmental issues
which is receiving more attention
than in the past. 

As part of the Etz Chayim event,
Flynn explained that
JewishWorldWatch.org (JWW)
allows individuals and/or organi-
zations to donate $30 and more
to have solar cookers sent to peo-
ple from Darfur, who are living in
refugee camps in Darfur and
Chad. 

Firewood is needed at the
refugee camps in Darfur. When
men go out to collect wood they
are killed, so women are sent out
instead - but, they face assault
and rape. To reduce the inci-
dence of these attacks, JWW
started the solar cooking refugee
camp program. 

Activities to celebrate an ancient Jewish ritual, “The Blessing of the
Sun”, were held by Congregation Etz Chayim at the Manitoba
Children’s Museum. According to Talmudic calculations, every 28
years the sun is in the exact position it occupied at the time of
Creation. This year (5769, in the Hebrew calendar), at sunrise, the
special moment was to fall on Wednesday, April 8 - just hours before
Passover was to begin. Photos by Rebeca Kuropatwa.

Photo by Rhonda Spivak.
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Canadian Jewish news/comment

Tribute to Terry Schwarzfeld

By RHONDA SPIVAK

Jewish community leader Terry
Schwarzfeld of Ottawa, who had
recently become the 20th National
President of Canadian Hadassah
Wizo died on March 18th, after
being brutally attacked on
February 28 by a lone man while
vacationing in Barbados.

Schwarzfeld, age 60, was walk-
ing with her daughter-in-law,
Luana Cotsman of Guelph, on an isolated stretch of Long Beach in the
afternoon, when they were approached by a would-be robber who had an
imitation handgun. After it became clear that the two women had no
money on them, the attacker left but then returned with a hunk of wood
and struck Schwarzfeld on the back of the head, knocking her uncon-
scious. She was flown back to Ottawa and succumbed to her head injury
three weeks later. 

On witnessing her mother-in -law being attacked, Luana Cotsman, strug-
gled with the killer ( whose face was covered), and was knocked uncon-
scious. She regained consciousness within hours, and is currently recover-
ing from her injuries. 

Although this terrible event has been covered extensively in the Ottawa
Citizen, Ottawa Sun, the Canadian Jewish News, The Jewish Tribune, and
other newspapers, I write about this not only as a journalist, but as a fam-
ily member.

Terry Schwarzfeld was my cousin. Her late grandfather Ephram Portigal
and my late grandmother Rose Spivak (nee: Portigal) were brother and sis-
ter. I joined her grieving family in Ottawa, for the latter part of the shiva
week. There are no words to describe how horrific, senseless, and tragic
her death is.

The killer made off with a camera and Luana Cotsman’s wedding rings -
nothing more. According to Terry’s sister Aviva Schwarzfeld, the attacker
apparently never tried to take off Terry’s wedding ring as “there were no bruis-
es” around her ring finger.

I am told by those present at Terry’s shiva, that her funeral was one of the
largest in the Ottawa Jewish community. The largest synagogue (Agudath
Israel), was overflowing with more than 800 mourners who gathered to share
their heartfelt memories of a woman who was by all accounts an energetic,
driven, passionate, and caring person devoted to her family, the betterment of
her community, and k’lal Israel.

Glyne Murray, High Commissioner to Canada for Barbados, and Leroy
McClean, Barbados Consul General in Toronto were present at the funeral. 

As president of Canadian Hadassah Wizo, Terry was planning to raise funds
for many women’s causes – Hadassah hospital, Israeli day-cares, youth vil-
lages, drop-in-centres and a women’s crisis hotline. A recipient of the Ontario
Volunteer Service Award, Terry had recently stepped down as Executive
Director of Ottawa’s Agudath Israel Congregation.

As Terry’s son David (married to Luana ) told me , “My mom was visiting
Israel for Hadassah (Wizo) in January of this year. She was in Ashkelon when
rockets hit the town.” 

It’s hard to fathom that for Terry, a vacation in Barbados turned out to be far
more dangerous than visiting southern Israel during a raging conflict with
Hamas.

My children, ages nine and ten, have both asked me about why Terry was
killed. There are no easy answers. I told them that there are people in this
world who do evil. As Terry’s younger sister Joan Schwarzfeld said, her 8 year
old son has been asking many questions, and the more the questions, the
fewer the answers. 

During shiva , I read the eulogy delivered by Terry’s son Adam, who spoke
at the funeral on behalf of his two brothers, David and Simon, and his father,
(Terry’s husband of 37 years) Stephen Cotsman. I was struck by the power of
the following words: 

“If somebody had to be taken between Luana and my mom, my mom
would have wanted it this way. Mom would have wanted my brother’s wife

to survive and for her and David to make each other
happy for many years and raise her grandson
(Benjamin, age 14 months) in the loving way that she
helped teach,” said Adam Cotsman.

Adam also said, “ No matter what was going on, it
was undeniable how much my parents were in love.”

Aviva Schwarzfeld said in her eulogy that as a result
of Terry’s death, “We (our family) are no longer whole.”

The day after shiva ended, a Barbados police investi-
gator was in Ottawa to interview Luana Cotsman and
Stephen Cotsman. 

Following Terry’s death, Barbados police announced
a reward for information that could lead to an arrest of
the killer.

Curtis Joel Foster, a 24 year old man has been
charged with Terry’s murder, and media reports say the
Barbados police is paying out the reward.

The Ottawa Sun reported on March 27 that, days ear-
lier, Foster pleaded guilty to five robberies of tourists on
the same stretch of Long Beach where Terry and Luana
were attacked, and was sentenced to two years in jail.
He has also been charged with the rape of a German
tourist last July, and has another theft charge. .

As Aviva Schwarzfeld told me, “This all makes it
worse. If only Terry had known about what had been
happening on that stretch of beach, she could have

stayed away.”
The Ottawa Citizen

reported on March 26
that, since Terry’s death,
others have come for-
ward with cases of theft
and robbery on Long
Beach, including a
Montreal woman who
had items stolen on
that same stretch of
beach one day prior to
Terry being attacked. 

I can’t help but won-
der whether the police
in Barbados ought
have been more vigi-
lant in protecting and
warning tourists on that
beach.

Stephen (Steve)
Cotsman said that, if he
and Luana are required
to go to Barbados to
testify, they will. “We
need to make sure this
can’t happen again to
someone else,” he said.

Canadian-Hadassah-
Wizo has named a day-
care in Acre in Israel
after Terry.

“The day-care was on
mom’s priority list,” said
son David Cotsman.

As Steve told me,
Terry had been to that
daycare on a previous visit to Israel, and “was very impressed by it” and “we
talked about how to raise money for it.”

The daycare has a lot of children of single mothers, some special needs chil-
dren, and children of welfare recipients. In addition to Jewish children, it has
five Arab children. 

As Steve said, “That daycare is so Terry.” It combines so many of the causes
she championed in her life that was cut short so suddenly.

Steve also told me that he has learned that the Barbados government has
made a donation to the daycare. 

Since the daycare needs major renovations, the government of Israel is going
to match contributions made.

On my next trip to Israel this summer, I intend to go to Acre to see this day-
care, and I’m sure I will shed a few tears as I look into the eyes of those chil-
dren and think of Terry’s blessed memory.

Donations in Terry Schwarzfeld’s memory can be made through the Ottawa
office of Canadian Hadassah Wizo, at 613-798-7644, or through the orga-
nization’s website, www.chw.ca

Hadassah President dies after brutal attack in Barbados

Terry Schwarzfeld, National President of Canadian
Hadassah Wizo from Ottawa, died after a would-be
robber struck her on the head on a secluded stretch
of beach while vacationing in Barbados.

David Cotsman, (son of Terry Schwarzfeld
and husband of Luana Cotsman), with 14
month old Benjamin Cotsman. David and
his young son Benjamin were  in  their
condo unit in Barbados when Schwarzfeld
(his mother) and Luana (his wife) were bru-
tally attacked on Long Beach in Barbados.
Photo by Rhonda Spivak. 



I would like congratulate The Jewish Post & News on their choice in
choosing Rhonda Spivak as the Editor of the newspaper.

In an ever changing world, where there are more sophisticated, high-
er educated readers, with access to updated computers, television news
channels, as well as other electronic means in acquiring last minute
news, a newspaper has to offer its readers more than the news as it  hap-

pens. Rhonda, in every-
thing that she writes her-
self, or passes on to other
writers on her staff, makes
certain that the readers
get what is not only of
interest, but broken down
to the last detail, so that
every aspect on the sub-
ject is covered, without
being boring. 

As well, I am very
impressed with her han-
dling of subjects, that
may not be in agreement
with most readers. She
lets the readers decide for
themselves whether they
agree or don’t, with the
subject. It is very obvi-
ous, that Rhonda is very
particular, with the news-
paper that she puts out.
Everything is done in a
very orderly and precise
way, to which, no doubt,
she has given a lot of her
own spare time. My best
wishes go out to Rhonda. 

NORMAN YURMAN

Last week, in his first public statement since becoming Israel’s
Foreign Minister, Avigdor Lieberman declared in his rather crass way
that Israel isn’t interested in offering Syria any land for peace but will
offer “peace for peace” 

“ I am very much in favor of peace with Syria, but only on one basis
- peace in return for peace,” Lieberman told Channel 2 Israeli
Television, adding that there would be “no withdrawals from the
Golan during my time and hopefully not at any time” (Jerusalem Post,
April 2).

A mere day later bellicose remarks by Syrian President Bashar Assad
were printed in Al-Sharq, a Qataqi newspaper.

“The day must come and we will liberate (the Golan Heights) by
peace or war,” Assad told the Al-Sharq “…When a citizen loses hope,
he walks toward ‘the resistance’ in one way or another.” 

It seems there is nothing at all to be gained from Lieberman’s
provocative remarks, which appear to have led to Assad’s escalating
rhetoric in return – and one never knows where escalating rhetoric
will lead. It would have been far preferable if Lieberman had not said
what he did. 

One wonders if Lieberman’s remarks were co-ordinated with Israel’s
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (which does not seem likely),
and/or if Lieberman’s remarks are something that Netanyahu fully
agrees with. 

During his previous term as Prime Minister, Netanyahu did take
some steps on the Syrian front. In 1998, in August and September, he
authorized businessman Ronald Lauder to conduct secret negotiations
with Assad, agreeing to extensive territorial concessions on the Golan
Heights. Dennis Ross says Netanyahu authorized “withdrawal to a
commonly agreed border based on the June 4, 1967 lines.” 

Netanyahu says he agreed “to make concessions in the Golan ... set-
ting the border ‘kilometers’ from the Sea of Galilee.” 

Last month, Assad told the Italian newspaper La Republica that Ehud
Olmert agreed to withdraw from all of the Golan Heights during indi-
rect peace talks with Damascus. 

Assad said Israel and Syria were within “touching distance” of
clinching a peace agreement. (Yet, Olmert well knew he wasn’t con-
tinuing as Prime Minister and would never have to implement what he
said.) 

Lieberman’s latest remarks about Syria may be particularly unsettling
to those who have suggested that, since the Palestinians are so divid-
ed between Hamas and Fatah, it would be better to concentrate on the
Syrian track and move Syria away from its alliance with Iran. Clearly,
Lieberman isn’t interested in that route.

Lieberman also dropped a political bombshell last week vis-à-vis the
Palestinians. He said he was committed to the Road Map peace plan
toward a two-state solution, but rejected the process launched 18
months ago in Annapolis, which encouraged the sides to leap ahead
to final status issues. Again, however, one can’t help wonder if
Netanyahu knew Lieberman would be announcing this and if he is
really saying what Netanyahu himself thinks (but is too evasive to say)
or if Netanyahu disagrees. To further complicate things, it now appears
that Netanyahu’s government is conducting a review to see if it
accepts the Annapolis process, and/or the Road Map or neither.

Regarding Egypt, it’s hard to see how Lieberman’s appointment is
going to benefit Israel. In the not-too-distant past, Lieberman has said,
in undecidedly diplomatic language, that Mubarak could “go to hell”
if he didn’t want to visit Israel. He also once said Israel could attack
the Aswan Dam in case of a future war with Egypt. Egyptian Foreign
Minister Gheit said last week that he would not shake Lieberman’s
hand until he retracted these previous statements. 

In his first week in his new position, Lieberman appears to have
behaved like a bull in a china shop - and it is possible that he may do
far more damage to Israel’s standing in the world than any of us can
know. Israel will need to martial support from the United States and
other world leaders to struggle against a nuclear Iran, and Lieberman’s
statements so far appear to show how problematic he is in the role of
Foreign Minister.

In addition to everything else, Lieberman is under police investiga-
tion over suspicions of bribery, money laundering, fraudulent receipt
of goods and breach of public trust, and was questioned under cau-
tion twice last week . It remains to be seen if this investigation will ulti-
mately hamper his ability to remain in his position.

After Lieberman’s first week on the job, it doesn’t seem too early to
say that Tzipi Livni - her clean image, her diplomatic manner, and more
moderate complexion- will be missed as Israel’s Foreign Minister. 
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Congratulations to The Jewish Post & News Re: JP&N article, March 25, 2009, p. 17:
“Shklov Disagrees with UJPO Decision to
Remove Choir from Gwen Secter Centre”

My wife and I are not members of UJPO, but for the past eighteen
years we have enjoyed singing with their choir in the annual Warsaw
Ghetto Memorial service they sponsor along with the Sholem
Aleichem Centre. Over the past year and a half we also attended the
various meetings held to discuss the choir’s relations with the Gwen
Secter Center, following the latter’s decision to ban UJPO from using
the Center for its public forums. 

The key issue for the choir was whether or not to continue using the
Center if such use were restricted solely to cultural events such as
choral programs. Various opinions were expressed and alternative
venues proposed and discussed. It was clear that the UJPO members
deeply value their organization’s place in Winnipeg’s Jewish commu-
nity; they expressed a keen desire that any venue chosen should have
a Jewish connection, so much so that some members might have
overcome their misgivings about continuing at Gwen Secter, despite
the ban. 

Other members, however, felt very strongly that the ban on UJPO
public forums was a serious infringement on the right to free expres-
sion of opinion, and that to continue at Gwen Secter on such a
restricted basis would be a serious compromise of a fundamental
principle of any democratic society. The discussions continued over
several well attended meetings, at which discussion was full and
open. The final decision was taken with great reluctance. 

If anyone had reservations, or wished to dissent, they had ample
opportunity to make their views known and to vote accordingly. I do
not recall that Sue Shklov availed herself of such opportunity at any
of the meetings she attended, and we are sorry that she has chosen to
withdraw from the choir. But her claim that she was not “consulted”
is misplaced; no one was consulted individually –in person or other-
wise– but all were encouraged to participate in the discussions, and
the outcome was determined by open vote.

LIONEL STEIMAN and BONNIE HOFFER-STEIMAN

LETTERS

Letters continued on page 8.



In recent weeks,
George Galloway, a
British MP relatively
unknown outside of
the United Kingdom
has made headlines
across Canada and
sparked an intense
debate within the
House of Commons

and the Jewish
Community. Galloway

is on a speaking tour of cities across North
America to discuss various issues, including the
recent conflict in Gaza and the war in
Afghanistan. However, a few weeks ago, Canada
Border Services Agency (CBSA) made a decision
to ban Galloway from entering the country for
“security reasons”. The ruling was then upheld
by a Federal Court judge on March 30th. The
decision could be reversed by Immigration
Minister Jason Kenney, who says he has no inten-
tions of doing so.

The CBSA decision stems from Galloway’s
association with Hamas and his past support for
organizations such as Hezbollah, which have
openly supported and promoted anti-Semitism.
In the past Galloway had given $45,000 to
Hamas - money he claims was intended to help
fund an aid convoy in Gaza. 

The CBSA view is that Galloway is in violation
of Canada’s Immigration and Refugee Protection
Act because he made financial contributions to
Hamas, a group that is identified as a terrorist
organization in Canada. In his own defence, Galloway has said that he
did “what any non-governmental organization, government organiza-
tion or super-national organization would do. I gave this aid to the
democratically-elected government” (see globeandmail.com, March
30th, 2009).

This issue is a difficult one which toes the very thin line that often sep-
arates freedom of speech from hate and intolerance. Much of the focus
of this debate has centered on Galloway’s so-called “right” to enter
Canada. In legal text, as pronounced by Judge Martineau, who ruled on
the matter, “the admission of a foreign national to this country is a privi-
lege determined by statute, regulation or otherwise, and not a matter of
right.”

This issue is about much more than someone’s right to enter Canada or
not - it is about the principles of free speech. We are blessed to live in a
country like Canada where we are free to express our opinions on uni-
versity campuses, in newspapers or at the local coffee shop. Denying
George Galloway entry into Canada is a mistake for a number of reasons.

First, to say that Galloway is a “security threat” to Canada is farfetched.
Galloway, on this same speaking tour has been allowed into the United
States. Can we honestly say that George Galloway is less of a threat to the
United States than he is to Canada? The reasons provided by the CBSA for
denying George Galloway entry into Canada are too thin. We must be
presented with further, concrete evidence proving why George Galloway
is a security threat to Canada before we suppress free speech.

Day after day university campus clubs raise money for aid that they
send to families and friends back home, be it  Lebanon, Gaza or the West
Bank. At the same time, pro-Palestinian student groups, hand out litera-
ture condemning Israel. Do I agree with the positions taken by these
groups and do I trust that the money being raised will always go towards
the right causes? No, I don’t. However, they should never be told that they
do not have the right to express their concerns or their viewpoints. 

Many of the students at these universities are not Canadian citizens
either. Do their political views, in the absence of Canadian citizenship,
mean that they should be silenced or denied entry to our schools? No.
Freedom of speech and the right to openly express your views in this
country should not be a question of citizenship. The decision by the
Canadian Government to label groups such as Hamas and Hezbollah ter-
rorist organizations is one that I agree with. Having said that, it does not
and should not prevent any citizen of this country or beyond, from dis-
agreeing with that policy.

Now, let me be clear: Freedom of speech in the broadest sense should
not automatically warrant entry into Canada. We have laws governing the
promotion of hate and intolerance, and anyone who breaks those laws
in Canada should be punished. If George Galloway enters Canada and
promotes hatred, he should be charged and punished under Canadian
law.

The Jewish Community has often been the victim of ludicrous policies

designed to prevent Jewish voices from being heard.
Most recently we have seen this at home when the
Ontario branch of  CUPE proposed a resolution urg-
ing its members to ban Israeli academics who don’t
condemn attacks on Gaza. 

Abroad, we saw similar boycotts put forth by vari-
ous organizations in the United Kingdom. The
Jewish community was quick to denounce these dis-
graceful policies, and rightly so. Proposing a ban on
Israeli academics is not only an anti-Semitic issue,
but a freedom of speech one as well. George
Galloway may not believe in the same things that
many of us do. He may not support the State of Israel
the way that many of us do – but he represents a
point of view that, so long as it does not breach the
laws of the land, should be heard. We must be cau-
tious that in our condemnation of those who stand
opposed to our values and our beliefs, that we, who
have for too long been silenced, do not ourselves
become the silencers.

I understand both sides of this issue. I, like many,
vehemently disagree with what Mr. Galloway repre-
sents. I vehemently disagree with what Hamas and
Hezbollah stand for. However, as a supporter of free
speech in our society, I believe that it is important to
defend its principles. George Galloway should be let
into Canada. He should be allowed to express his
views on these important issues and then, when he
is done making his point, through the beauty of free
speech, we will all be able to stand up and tell him
why he is wrong.

Winnipegger Ben Carr has a Bachelor of Arts in
Political Science from Carleton University.
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In Defence of Free Speech: Let Galloway Speak In Canada

Poster in downtown Ottawa advertis-
ing George Galloway’s visit to
Canada, which didn’t take place. In
Toronto, Galloway’s speech was
broadcast live from New York to the
Metropolitan United Church in
Toronto. Photo by Rhonda Spivak.

By

BEN CARR
Special to The
Jewish Post & News

Canadian Jewish Congress 
Flip-Flops on Galloway

By RHONDA SPIVAK 

The Canadian Jewish Congress [CJC] appears to
have changed its mind regarding whether British
MP George Galloway ought to have been allowed
to speak in Canada.

In an op-ed published in The National Post on
March 20th, Bernie Farber, CEO of CJC, wrote that Galloway had a
right to speak in Canada, but not to violate Canadian law once here.
As he wrote:

“George Galloway has every right to speak here in Canada, no
matter how offensive most Canadians would find his views and
actions. But he does not have the right to raise funds for terrorist
causes while on our shores. He does not have the right to promote
terrorism or incite hatred.”

Later, that same day, however, CJC sent out a news release titled
“CJC commends government for denying George Galloway entry to
Canada”. Farber said, in that news release that “....The government’s
decision was the right one from legal, security and moral view-
points.”

In the same release, CJC Co-President Sylvain Abitbol, said “...He
[Galloway] proudly flaunts his own nation’s laws and dares Western
states to prosecute him for his support of terrorists. He is clearly a risk
to Canadians.”

On March 30, the Canadian Jewish Congress [CJC] “welcomed” a
Federal Court’s decision that day upholding the entry ban on George
Galloway. In a statement, Abitbol said “...Canada must not be
regarded as a piggybank for international terrorist financiers like
George Galloway. He proudly and publicly supports terrorist organi-
zations such as Hamas, Hezbollah and the Taliban, all terrorist enti-
ties banned in Canada, and we are better for keeping him out.”

Co-President Rabbi Reuven Bulka added “...The government’s
decision was the right one both morally and with respect to nation-
al security and Canadians should be proud that we have told George
Galloway he is not welcome in our country.” 

Bernie Farber

B’nai Brith Canada Supported the Ban on Galloway 
On March 20, 2009, B’nai Brith Canada supported the govern-

ment’s decision to deny Galloway’s entry into Canada. “We applaud

(Cont. on page 8. See “CJC flip-flops”.)
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t h e
Government
for its explic-
it recogni-

tion that individuals who glorify terror-
ism, and promote hatred be denied
access into Canada,” said Frank
Dimant, B’nai Brith Canada’s
Executive Vice President.” He added
“By logical extension those who sup-
port the pro-terrorist agenda of groups
like Hamas and Hezbollah, whose
avowed aim is the destruction of the
Jewish State, should not be given pub-
lic platforms to spew their vile messag-
ing.” 

Dimant said “The glorification of ter-
rorism still remains a grey area in
Canadian law, and is not yet on the
books of Canada’s anti-terrorism legis-
lation. We ask the Government to review its anti-terrorism laws and
to close all legal loopholes that would allow for the open glorifica-
tion of terrorism, which undermines not just the civility of our soci-
ety, but also threatens the safety of Canadians.” 

On March 30, B’nai Brith said the Federal Court decision to uphold
the ban on Galloway was the “only appropriate course of action.” 

Dimant said “Canada’s border security, which initially stepped up
to deny Galloway entry into Canada, was of the clear view that he
posed a security threat to Canadians. 

“Galloway has openly admitted to aiding and abetting Hamas, a
terrorist group outlawed in Canada...” Dimant added 

“The fact that organizers of the proposed Galloway visit have
vowed to promote his message via live broadcasts in lieu of his actu-
al in-person engagement, speaks volumes about the values these
organizations represent. We question in particular the active defence
of Galloway by the Metropolitan United Church in light of the despi-
cable and hate-filled views he espouses.”

Frank Dimant, Executive
Vice President, B’nai
Brith Canada.

CJC flip-flops
(Cont. from page 7.)

Jeff Halper, like the Communist Party of
Canada in the 1930s, is terribly misguided
The Jewish Post and News reported that it had received an e-mail

from Mark Etkin in which Dr. Jeff Halper, the anti-Zionist peace activist
and proponent of a “one-state solution” who recently visited Winnipeg,
e-mailed to Etkin: “Too bad the (Winnipeg) Jewish community went from
being Red to this. (Presumably ardent Zionists who are very critical of his
positions.)” (The Jewish Post and News, March 11, 2009, p.5) 

The Communist Party of Canada (CPC) in the 1930s was a one-state
proponant for Palestine under the British Mandate, “decisively
oppos(ing)” a “partition of the country (Palestine in the 1930’s)”. The CPC
firmly, but wrongly, believed, as events were to shortly and tragically
demonstrate, that Zionism could not “solve the problems facing millions
of persecuted Jews” but “rather aggravate(d) their situation...” 

Today’s anti-Zionist Jewish advocates, many of whom are secular
humanists and some of whom are neo-Marxists, (see the editorial “ Gaza
Defiant City: Spirit from Ashes, Strength from Rubble”, in Canadian
Dimension, March/April, 2009, 43. to, pp.8-11), are well-educated, elo-
quent and passionate, and may even make some valid criticisms about
Israeli government foreign and military, policies both historical and cur-
rent. 

Certainly, no government’s decisions are above criticism. In the letter
to the editor from Mark Etkin (letter to the editor from Mark Etkin, M.D.,
and Jeff Halper, The Jewish Post and News, March 11, 2009, p.4) Etkin
wrote “We strongly condemn the launching of rockets by Hamas against
civilians in Israeli towns.” Surely the statement is of more significance in
an analysis of causes and effects respecting the recent Gaza-Israel hos-
tilities than was given it by the letter writer in passing as a stand-alone
sentence in the seventh paragraph of his letter. As Yossi Klein Halevi, a
senior fellow at the Adelson Institute for Strategic Studies of the Shalem
Center in Jerusalem and a contributing editor of The New Republic,
wrote in The Globe and Mail (Saturday, March 14, 2009, p.A17):
“Foreign observers who minimize Hamas rockets as largely ineffectual
miss the devastating psychological impact on Israelis of eight years of
shelling. The rockets expose Israel’s helplessness, emboldening jihadists
around the Middle East and erode the confidence of Israelis in their gov-
ernment’s ability to protect them.” 

A public debate on or disagreement in the Jewish community about
Israeli government foreign and military policies, historical or current ,
may be a healthy development in the Diaspora, but not at a time when
Israel is under physical attack and at war and is being castigated on the
international scene by a cast of “the usual suspects”. According to
Halevi, “the very legitimacy of Israel is being called into question. Alone
among nations, criticism directed against Israel isn’t restricted to what it
does, but to what it is. Increasingly... the right of the Jewish people to sov-
ereignty is being rescinded.” Moreover, there is a fine line between a
blanket condemnation of Israeli foreign and military policies and the de-
legitimization of Israel’s right to exist as a Jewish state. Once that line is
crossed, aid and comfort are given to Israel’s mortal enemies in the
Middle East, some of whom are not only determined to destroy Israel but
also to kill Jews indiscriminately.

As Halevi said: “Ironically, those among Israel’s detractors who turn
every Israeli act of war into a war crime and subject the Jewish state to a
level of moral judgement not applied to any other nation are acting in
the worst interests of
the Palestinian peo-
ple. For by deepening
Israel’s sense of siege,
they help empower
the same hard-line
forces they deplore.”
Jewish members and
supporters of anti-
Zionist, pro-
Palestinian groups
should remember
that. 

HENRY
TRACHTENBERG

Canadian Jews seek ban for Palestinian clerics
TORONTO (JTA) – A Canadian Jewish group is asking the government

to consider barring two Palestinian clerics scheduled to speak in Toronto
next month from entering the country. 

The Canadian Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center say Ekrima Sabri, the
former Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, who is to speak at Toronto’s Palestine
House, has publicly supported suicide bombings, questioned the
Holocaust and preached hatred against Jews. 

The group cites an interview with an Egyptian paper in which Sheikh
Sabri allegedly said, “I am filled with rage toward the Jews. I have never
greeted a Jew when I came near one. I never will. The Jews do not dare
to bother me, because they are the most cowardly creatures Allah has ever
created.”

The other cleric, Atallah Hanna, the Archbishop of Sebastia from the
Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem, has described Jerusalem as an
“Arab city,” the Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center said in a news release. 

The two clerics are scheduled to speak at an April 5 event sponsored by
Palestine House, an educational, cultural and social centre for the
Toronto-area Palestinian community. 

The Friends of Simon Wiesenthal says “these Jerusalem-based clerics
will likely offer a divisive message of hate, racism and radicalization to
Canadian audiences; one that incites violence over dialogue.” 

B’nai Brith Canada also has conveyed concerns to federal officials over
Sabri, who, the group says, “has devoted his entire career to vilifying Jews,
denying the Holocaust and inciting children to become ‘martyrs’. That
Palestine House has chosen to invite this individual to be their keynote
speaker speaks volumes about the values the organization is promoting.” 

A spokesman for Palestine House called both men “moderate.”
The controversy comes just days after Ottawa banned pro-Hamas British

MP George Galloway
from entering Canada
– a move greeted pos-
itively by B’nai Brith
and Canadian Jewish
Congress. 

* * *
The Jewish Post

& News contacted
B’nai Brith
Canada and was
advised that the
two Palestinian
clerics did, in fact,
speak as sched-
uled in Ontario.

LETTERS

Happy
Passover
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This week as we celebrate our freedom from slavery in Egypt, some of

us ask: why is the Romspen Fund different from all other investments?

Because whether it’s good times or bad, investors have never received

their monthly distribution at an annualized rate of less than 8.4%.

To our many Jewish customers who are investors in The Romspen

Mortgage Investment Fund, we are thankful for your steadfast support 

and confidence. From Arthur, Mark, Wes, Blake, Shelly and our entire

staff, we wish you continued good health and fortune. 

Happy Pesach.

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

Tel: 416.966.1100
Toll Free: 1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

To our investors, it’s a happy Passover

UJPO Warsaw Ghetto
Memorial set for Mon.

April 20 at Chevra
Mishnayes

The UJPO’s annual Warsaw Ghetto
Memorial, co-sponsored with the Sholem
Aleichem Community, will take place
Monday April 20, 7.30 p.m. at the Chevra
Mishnayes Synagogue, 700 Jefferson
Ave., near Sinclair. Featured will be the
Memorial ceremony and narration with
songs by the North End Jewish Folk Choir.

The Guest Speaker will be Dr. Stefanie
Schuler (umlat) Springorum, Director of
the Institute for German-Jewish History at
Hamburg. Her topic will be: “From
Revolution to Resistance: Jewish
Communists in Weimar and Nazi
Germany.” This program is supported by
the Jewish Research Circle, Department
of History and University College at U of
M. It is part of Winnipeg Shoah Week -
All are Welcome. The UJPO has been
sponsoring the annual Warsaw Ghetto
Memorial since 1945.

United Jewish People’s Order and 
Sholem Aleichem Community present

The Annual Warsaw Ghetto
Memorial Program

Monday, April 20, 7.30 p.m.,

Memorial ceremony and narration with
songs by the North End Jewish Folk Choir

Guest Speaker: 
Dr. Stefanie Schüler Springorum, 

Director of the Institute for 
Germany-Jewish History, Hamburg

Topic: From Revolution to Resistance:
Jewish Communists 

in Weimar and Nazi Germany

Location: Chevra Mishnayes Synagogue,
700 Jefferson Ave (near Sinclair).

This program is part of Shoah Week 
– All are Welcome

UNESCO Lists Local Yiddish 
Women’s Reading Circle

By MYRON LOVE 

The Winnipeg Yiddish Women’s
Reading Circle has recently
received a special accolade. The
program, which features monthly
readings in Yiddish of works by
female authors, has been listed on
the UNESCO (United Nations
Educational, Social and Cultural
Organization) register of Good
Practices in Language Preservation.

“It’s taken a few years to get list-
ed,” says Jeanette Block, one of the
reading circle’s founders. “Ours is
one of just eight groups and the
only Yiddish group listed on the reg-
istry so far. The registry (website) is
getting one million hits a month.”

UNESCO’s Endangered Lang-
uages Program launched its registry
in 2005 as part of its efforts to safe-
guard languages in danger of
extinction. Each of the world’s
roughly 6000 languages reflects a
unique world-view and culture
complex, thus representing an inte-
gral part of living human heritage.
Yet experts estimate that today, over 50 percent
of all languages are in danger of extinction.
The mission of UNESCO’s Endangered
Language Program’s is to aid in the preserva-
tion of linguistic diversity, and to provide assis-
tance to language safeguarding efforts across
the globe.

The rationale behind the Register of Good
Practices in Language Preservation is simple: It
will provide a rich source of problem-solving
approaches, hands-on solutions, practical
information, adaptable models, and do’s and
don’ts of language preservation, to be easily
accessed as a self-help tool for others trying to
preserve their languages.

Block believes that an anthology, Arguing
with the Storm, that the Yiddish women’s read-
ing circle published two years ago, was an
important factor in its UNESCO listing.

The anthology is a compilation of short sto-
ries written in Yiddish by female authors which
were translated into English by several women
in the group. Block’s daughter, Rhea Tregebov,
a creative writing teacher at the University of
British Columbia, served as the anthology’s
editor.

It was Tregebov who first came across the
UNESCO registry and looked into what was

involved in qualifying for
it. “I received an e-mail
about the registry a year
before we published the
anthology and sent an e-
mail to the contact per-
son in Paris,” Tregebov
says. “I was a little hesi-
tant at first. I wasn’t sure
that Yiddish would fit the
definition. (The other
languages currently on
the list are aboriginal
languages.) But we
received an enthusiastic
response.”

Block and Tregebov
co-wrote the proposal.
They pointed out that the
reading group costs very
little to operate, that it
receives support from
the Gwen Secter staff
and that the program is
held in the afternoons to
accommodate seniors
who may tire early in the
evenings.

“There was a lot of back and forth,” Tregebov
says, “but we are thrilled to be included on the
list.”

Block notes that Yiddish women’s reading
circles have a long tradition in Winnipeg. The
latest version was started in 2001 at the Gwen
Secter Creative Living Centre following the
closing of the 80-year-old Jewish Public
Library. (A sizeable number of the library’s
Yiddish books were transferred to the Gwen
Secter.)

While Block notes that there are other
Yiddish reading circles in the United States
and Canada, what sets the Winnipeg group
apart is that it has a permanent location in
which it meets.

Block reports that attendance over the years
has consistently been in the 15-20 person
range. While most of the circle’s participants
are women, a few men have also dropped in
from time to time. This past year, the women
read the works of Dora Shulner, Shira
Gorshman and former Jewish Forward writer
Adella Kean Kamenkin who in 1930 pub-
lished two books of her advice columns for
Jewish women who were newly arrived in
America.

Jeanette Block, founder of
the Yiddish women’s read-
ing circle. The program is
one of eight groups and
the only Yiddish group to
be listed on UNESCO’s
registry for language
preservation. Photo by Myron
Love.



The editor of the Jewish Post & News
exchanges views with Mira Sucharov,
Associate Professor of Political Science
(Middle East Studies) at Carleton University in
Ottawa.

Dear Rhonda,
When I read about Ehud Barak’s Labour

Party joining the Likud-led coalition (with
Binyamin Netanyahu – Bibi – as prime minis-
ter), I wondered how Barak had slept that
night. I do wonder how the largest party of the
left (though now dwindling in the shadow of
centrist Kadima) could agree to join such a
squarely right-leaning coalition – and not feel
it’s betraying its support base. Surely Labour
voters want to see progress on the peace
process, and not the wildly disingenuous
“economic peace” that Bibi favours. Surely
Labour supporters are concerned about the
religious right wielding more control over the
civil realm in Israel. And surely Labour sup-
porters cringed at Avigdor Lieberman’s
promise to make all Israelis take a loyalty oath
– or risk having their citizenship revoked. 

Dear Mira, 
Surely, there are Labour voters pleased with

Barak’s joining a Likud-led government.
Remember, some Israelis voted for Labour
because they wanted Barak to continue as
Minister of Defence, which wouldn’t happen
otherwise. Also, Barak’s decision may, in fact ,
turn out to be a positive development eco-
nomically for Labour’s voters (and the whole
country). Histadrut Labour Federation leader
Ofer Eini supported Barak’s move because
Netanyahu agreed to give 100 million shekels
for retraining employees, funding day care
and after-school care, investing in factories,
and not cutting salaries in the public sector.
Labour is not likely to have achieved all of this
if it had remained outside the coalition. And
wasn’t it Amir Peretz (Labour’s former leader,
and Barak detractor) who campaigned on
socio-economic issues but didn’t deliver any-
thing? 

On the diplomatic front, Barak is viewed by
those in Washington and elsewhere as a man
who really did try to negotiate a two-state
solution with the Palestinians in the Clinton-
Barak-Arafat talks in 2000. Dennis Ross, Hillary Clinton, and others in
the Obama administration know and trust Barak. Hopefully, he will act
as a counterbalance to the more right wing parties in the coalition.

Although Labour voters in principal would be prepared to give up the
West Bank, I don’t think most of them favour pulling out if it leads to a
Hamas takeover in the West Bank. No one wants Hamas to be able to
fire Grad missiles at Ben-Gurion Airport or the Azrieli towers in Tel-Aviv.
After Hamas’s takeover in Gaza, even many proponents of a two-state
solution want to proceed cautiously. Also, President Shimon Peres has
supported this Netanyahu-Barak union, and he certainly is a friend of
the peace process, isn’t he? (Associated Press quoted Peres on March
30, as saying “...They (the new Israeli government) are saying... they are
going to respect the previous government commitments. So I would
think this is a very reasonable and promising beginning.”) 

While I agree with you that many Labour voters don’t like Lieberman’s
call for loyalty oaths, I think even Lieberman knows that this will never
be implemented. 

The thing that I think is most likely to keep Barak awake at night is
something you haven’t mentioned- the “Iranian problem.” Don’t you
think it is a good thing that Netanyahu and Barak will work together in
deciding what Israel should do to try to prevent Iran from going nuclear?
Isn’t it better for the Israeli government to be stable so it can focus on
Iran, rather than focus on what it takes just to stay in power?

Dear Rhonda,
Labour members might be in favour of Barak

becoming Defence Minister, but the party was
highly divided on joining the coalition. The
final vote was only 55 percent in favour. The
Labour party has been massively infirmed by
the rise of the centrist Kadima party, and is
sadly limping along in the shadow of its heyday
as Israel’s undefeated governing party for the
first three decades of the state’s existence.
Kadima, unlike most other centrist parties in
Israel’s history (most of whom met a swift
demise after their initial appearance on the
political scene), seems here to stay. A new rift
within the Labour party is certainly not what
the party needs. 

On the relationship between Barak and the
U.S., you’re right that American negotiators
have viewed Barak as more serious about the
peace process than are his Likud rivals. And
true, the narrative that the U.S. team took away
from the failed Camp David talks in 2000 was
that Arafat, rather than Barak, stonewalled. But
that isn’t the whole story. As political scientist
Jeremy Pressman has written, Barak later admit-
ted he wasn’t really serious about a territorially
contiguous Palestinian state in the West Bank.
And six months later, when the Clinton Plan
was unveiled, Barak declared his opposition to
Clinton’s proposal on refugees, as well as to the
notion of Palestinian sovereignty over the
Haram al-Sharif (http://bostonreview.net/BR29.6/
pressman.php). So while the American adminis-
tration might think of Barak as a counterweight
to Likud’s more ideologically hawkish policies,
we cannot trust that he actually will be that
voice of compromise. 

You also rightly note that Israelis are hesitant
to engage in quick withdrawal from the West
Bank without assurances that that territory will
not become another launching pad for peace-
process spoilers, as was Gaza in the wake of
Israel’s 2005 withdrawal. But it’s difficult to iso-
late the cause of Hamas rockets. While Hamas
is no great lover of Israel, Israel’s withdrawal
from the Strip still left the state in control of
Gaza’s borders and airspace. Plus, the West
Bank remains under occupation. With Gaza’s
population having suffered from the economic
blockade imposed on it by Israel (which in turn
stemmed from Israeli fears of weapons smug-
gling - but as we can see, the logic becomes
difficult to untangle at a certain point), it is dif-
ficult to know whether rockets might not have

ceased had Israel proved that territorial withdrawal also meant ceding
actual control over the area. 

Finally, the question of Iran. As we saw in the eight adventurist years
of the Bush Administration, which saw U.S. foreign policy perverted by
the distracting war on terror, and an imbroglio in Iraq, brinkmanship
doesn’t work. No doubt a Likud-led coalition will be more likely to con-
template an attack on Iran to infirm its nuclear potential. But I would put
my money on an engagement approach - such as U.S. President Barack
Obama is pursuing – being a better approach. Negotiations allow more
face-saving than do airstrikes (or worse), something that’s key to diffus-
ing current tensions in the pained Middle East. 

Something tells me we’ll have a lot more to discuss in the coming
months. 

Dear Mira, 
Yes- I’m sure we’ll talk some more about these issues. 
Before I sign off, I’d like to leave you pondering what, if any, lessons

can be learned from Israel’s experience in Lebanon. After all, both
Hezbollah in Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza are clients of Iran. Even
when Israel withdrew from Lebanon in 2000 (leaving Lebanon in con-
trol of its borders and airspace), that didn’t stop Hezbollah from still
engaging in terrorism against Israel. After Israel withdrew, Hezbollah
spent six years building an elaborate system of tunnels in preparation for
‘the next round’ which it provoked in 2006. 
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Comment - Israel analysis

YES or N0? Did Barak make A Mistake in
Joining Netanyahu’s Government ? 

No Yes

Former Winnipegger Mira Sucharov, right,
is Associate Professor of Political Science
(Middle East Studies) at Carleton
University in Ottawa, where she is cur-
rently researching and writing a book on
Jewish values and political advocacy. Photo
by Jerome Ritt, Ottawa.

Ehud Barak, chairman of Israel’s Labour
Party decided to join Netanyahu’s Likud-led
government, and remain Minister of
Defence. Why did he do it? Photo by Rhonda
Spivak.
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M a u r e y a
Lebowitz is
on the cusp
of a bright
career with
the Royal
W i n n i p e g
Ballet. This
has been the

18-year-old’s debut season with the
ballet, after dancing as an appren-
tice last season. As part of the
RWB’s touring company earlier this
season, she danced the role of
Wendy in Peter Pan. She also played
the role in Winnipeg and in Ottawa
to strong reviews.

Last month, she became the
youngest dancer in RWB history to
perform the role of Juliet.

Lebowitz is the daughter of Gary
and Beth Lebowitz of Darby,
Montana.

Her parents are originally from
Minnesota - her dad is from
Minneapolis and her mom from
Hibbing (the hometown of Bob
Dylan - to whom she is related).

Her parents were living in
California, but moved to Darby
(about a two hour drive from
Missoula, eastern Montana’s largest
community), because they felt that
it would be a better place to raise
children, Maureya notes.

Lebowitz has been dancing all of her young life. She remembers
how she loved twirling around in her special white Shabbat dress. “I
loved the flow of the fabric,” she says.

She began dance lessons at the age of three. She used to commute
the two hours to Missoula for lessons. She came to Winnipeg to train
at the RWB school when she was 11.

In her apprentice year with the ballet, she says, she danced in
“Sleeping Beauty”, “The Nutcracker”, Carmina Burana” and in the
tribute to famed dancer and choreographer George Balanchine.

Dancing, she points out, is a full time job. “We practice from 9:30-
6:00 five days a week,” she says.

When the time comes to go on stage, she says, she focuses all of her
attention on the role. While dancing is physically very demanding,
she works hard at it to keep growing emotionally and physically as an
artist.

“Hopefully there will be many more dramatic roles in my future,”
she says.

Lebowitz is also looking forward to visiting Israel for the first time
this summer. She has recent-
ly been accepted into the
Birthright program and is
excited about going.

* * *
While Lianne Tregebov is

not a dancer herself (well
maybe socially), she is a
dance arranger of a sort - the
dance of romance.
Tregebov’s business is bring-
ing couples together through
her Camelot Introductions.
This spring, the “shadchanit”
has taken on a new project -
collecting slightly-used
evening gowns for Grade 12
girls city wide who are grad-
uating in June.

“Every girl should be able
to feel like a princess for a
day,” Tregebov says.

Tregebov became involved
in the Gowns for Grads pro-
gram through her close

friend, Linda
Bulka, the princi-
pal of St. John’s
High School for
the past three
years. “In my first year as principal, I learned that some young ladies
were not planning to attend grad because they couldn’t afford the
expense,” Bulka says. “My staff and I got together and brainstormed.

We came up with the idea of collecting used grad dresses and
bridesmaid’s gowns to lend students who couldn’t afford to buy their
own dresses for grads. Generally these dresses are only worn once.”

In the program’s first year, Bulka and her staff collected 50 dresses.
Last year, that number rose to about 80. This year, Bulka and staff

decided to expand the program and make it city wide.
When Linda told me about this project, I thought it was a great idea

and I jumped on board,” Tregebov says.
With Tregebov’s help, Bulka and her staff have lined up a number of

corporate supporters. Drop-off points for the dresses (to April 17)
include the school at Church and Salter, Candie and Dolls on Albert

Street, Rouge Hair on Hargrave,
all Canad Inns locations and
Dollar Wise Quality Cleaners
(which have also volunteered to
clean the dresses at no charge).

A student committee distrib-
utes the gowns to girls who want
them. “We get the names dis-
creetly,” Bulka says.

The gowns are stored at the
school over the year.

“We have been getting e-mails
from women across the country,
many of whom write that they
couldn’t attend their graduations
because they couldn’t afford the
gowns,” Tregebov says. “The
consensus is that no girl should
have to miss this milestone event
in her life because she can’t
afford a nice gown. After all, you
can be married several times, but
you only graduate from high
school once in your life.” 

Community news

Young RWB Dancer Looking Forward to Bright Career

Maureya Lebowitz with guest artist Reyneris
Reyes. Photo by Dmitri Dovgoselets.

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE

From left: Grade 12 St. John’s students Vanessa Matte and Tanya
Quintana, St. John’s High School principal Linda Bulka and Lianne
Tregebov of Camelot Introductions holding donated grad gowns.
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B y R E B E C A
KUROPATWA

From Winnipeg to
Israel, the rising cost
of kosher for Passover
food is making it
more unaffordable,
and the need for
social service agen-
cies to assist with aid
is great. 

In Winnipeg, the
limited amount of
Passover assistance
was given out on a
f i r s t - c o m e - f i r s t -
served basis. 

As Marilyn Regiec,
Executive Director of
the Gwen Secter
Creative Living
Centre, said, “Our
pesach supplier list, compared to last year’s prices, has gone up by anywhere between ten and
60 percent.” 

“A lot of people want to keep Pesach, but its very onerous,” added Regiec. “Just one cake
mix is $7 or $8. Kosher is one thing, but Kosher for Pesach is just beyond some of our means.” 

The Gwen Secter and Winnipeg Jewish Child and Family Service (JCFS) have teamed up for
the second year in a row to help out those who cannot afford these price hikes. This year the
two organizations delivered over 120 food hampers on Sunday, April 5 to those in need. To
ensure the privacy of individuals receiving assistance, volunteers were not given names of the
recipient families, but only their delivery addresses. About 20-30 volunteers delivered the
hampers.

Although JCFS assistance is given mostly to its clients, Maot Chittim (Passover assistance) is

Passover Hampers Filling a Critical Need

Group photo of J-PEG Passover Hamper volunteers. Photos by Jon
Waldman, Jewish Federation of Winnipeg.

(Cont. on page 13. See “Hampers”.)

Vitaly Amrom loads up one of two buses, for
delivering passover hampers. Photos by Jon Waldman,
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg.



also given to individuals
who have no agency affil-
iation. 

For the first time, this
year, volunteers from The
Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg’s J-PEG division
delivered the hampers.  

A custom that started in
biblical times, “Maot
Chittim” means “Wheat
Money,” which was
known as the collection
made before Passover to
ensure a supply of flour for unleavened bread (matzah) for the needy. 

“Every Jewish person should be able to have a seder, and it’s our respon-
sibility to help those in need,” said Rita Margolis, Past President of the
Passover Assistance Committee. “We’re our brothers’ keepers.” 

Three volunteers from Gwen Secter - Phyllis Spigelman, Karen Grant,
and Judy Kaplan - packed the food hampers. Kaplan said she did this
because “This place [GSCLC] was good to me when I needed help, so I
want to give back by helping others.” 

Alex Regiec, President of the Manitoba Transit Heritage Association
(MTHA), brought two of the association’s 1930 buses and loaded them up
with Passover hampers. The bus drivers and some volunteers delivered the
hampers in the North and South End, and core area. The J-PEG volunteers
delivered the hampers destined for outlying areas. 

Almost a decade ago, the JCFS gave out money vouchers instead of food
hampers for those needing Passover help, but Margolis helped initiate the
changeover.

The holiday of Passover has been called the Festival of Avraham, and our
sages characterized Avraham as the ultimate model of chesed (kindness
and generosity). Giving Maot Chittim is a basic mitzvah for every Jew to
fulfill. 
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Hampers
(Cont. from page 12.)

Hamper packing volunteers, Judy Kaplan
and Phyllis Spigelman. Photo by Rebeca
Kuropatwa.
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A Chance Encounter with a Fearful Landowner 
from the disputed “Shebaa Farms”

Lebanese Christian landowner says he prefers his “farm” to be controlled by Israel - not Lebanon or Syria. 

I met Mr. X by complete
chance at the Ottawa airport last
week. He was speaking Arabic
and I heard the word Netanyahu
mentioned and later I asked what
he was saying. “What - you want
me to translate?” he said. 

“Yes”, I answered. He chuckled
and when we got to talking he
told me he was a Lebanese
Christian who owned land near
“the Golan Heights.”

Mr. X gave me his full name
and telephone number, and let
me take a photo of him, knowing
I was a journalist who would
write about him. But then, sever-
al days later in a telephone con-
versation, he begged me not to
publish his name or his photo
“because I want to be able to go
back to my village and visit,” and
“there are still militias in
Lebanon and I don’t want any
trouble”.

He told me that his land is in
“Shebaa Farms, near the Hermon
Mountain.” He explained: “You
know Shebaa Farms is the land
that Israel got in the 1967 war
when it got the Golan Heights.
Before the Six Day War, Shebaa
Farms was controlled by Syria,
and then once Israel got it, I
couldn’t go on to my land. .. My
family weren’t allowed to go to
our land. Israel built a fence
there, so I can’t go back to see
it.”

The history of Shebaa farms is
pretty tricky, but the long and the
short of it is that on the eve of the
Six Day War, Syria had complete
control of the 14 farms that make
up Shebaa farms. This was the
case even though some earlier
maps showed the Shebaa Farms
being in Lebanon, (while others
showed it being in Syria.) But it is
also the case, that many of the
residents of the Shebaa farms area considered themselves Lebanese. 

It is undisputed that the village of Shebaa, (which is near Shebaa
Farms) is in Lebanon. 

“I was born in Shebaa village in Lebanon and my parents’ house was
there. We owned [adjacent] land near the village (of Shebaa), which
we farmed. I have a big family and we used to grow wheat,” said Mr.
X.

While everyone agreed that Shebaa was in Lebanon, what about the
land making up adjacent farms? “That was a big argument,” said Mr.

X.
Prior to 1967, it was quite common for

Lebanese to own land in Syria, and vice
versa, and it was never very clear who
owned land on the border. 

“The land wasn’t registered like it is
(today). We didn’t have papers (deeds show-
ing the country),” said Mr.X. 

In the 1950’s Syria and Lebanon set up a
joint border committee which recommend-
ed in 1964 that the Shebaa Farms be con-
sidered Lebanese.(It arguably made sense to
have the farm lands be in Lebanon since the
owners of the land and those who farmed it
were Lebanese). However, Syria and
Lebanon never implemented any of the
committee’s recommendations, and Syria
clearly administered the Shebaa farms on
the eve of the 1967 war when Israel cap-
tured the Golan Heights from Syria
(Lebanon never participated in the War). 

“When Israel took over the Golan Heights
and Shebaa Farms from Syria, all of the
Lebanese owners of Shebaa farms, like my
family, got cut off from their land, (and
couldn’t farm it anymore)” said Mr. X

“ But, there is no one from Syria who owns
one centimetre of the Shebaa Farms-it’s all
Lebanese owners,” he added. 

He noted that “my big family” has all left
Lebanon, as did many other Christian
Lebanese.

“I can’t get to my land (in Shebaa farms)
and I can’t sell it,” Mr. X added.

The question of ownership of Shebaa
Farms became even more controversial in
2000, when Israel withdrew from Lebanon
and the U.N. certified that Israel’s withdraw-
al was complete. Lebanon claimed that
since Shebaa Farms was Lebanese, Israel
must withdraw from there as well. Syria took
a similar position (even though it is contrary
to Syria’s claim that the land is really Syrian).

Hezbollah in Lebanon, which refuses to
recognize Israel’s right to exist, has cited
Israel’s control of the Shebaa farms as an
excuse for its ongoing terrorist actions.

For decades the international diplomatic
community has repeatedly requested that
Syria and Lebanon determine the exact
boundary between them in the Shebaa
Farms region and register the demarcated
border with the U.N. However, President
Bashar al-Assad of Syria has refused to do so
until Israeli troops withdraw

Nancy Soderberg, the former U.S,
Ambassador to the U.N. has written: “When
it was clear the Israelis were going to with-
draw fully from Lebanon, Syrian and
Lebanese officials fabricated the fiction that
this small, sparsely populated area was part
of Lebanon... I and United Nations officials
went into the map room in the United
Nations and looked at all the maps.... All
showed the Shebaa Farms clearly in Syria

On 21 June 2008, DEBKA File claimed
that Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert said he was willing to hand
Shebaa farms to U.N custody. 

And what did Mr. X offer to tell me (without my raising the subject)
as to who he hoped would control his Shebaa Farm? “I prefer it to be
you (the Jews/Israel), rather than the Muslims (Syria or Lebanon).”

It is because of this last statement, that Mr. X pleaded with me after-
ward, once he had more time to think about it, not to publish his name
or photo, since “I want to be able to go back to see my village again.”

Man grazing his sheep at Shebaa Farms. Do Shebaa farms
belong to Lebanon? Syria? or Israel?

A Lebanese Christian man, who is a landowner of Shebaa
Farms, says he left Lebanon because, after the 1967 Six
Day War, when Israel took control of the Golan Heights,
he was cut off from his land. “When Israel took over the
Golan Heights and Shebaa Farms from Syria, all of the
Lebanese owners of Shebaa farms, like my family, got cut
off from their land, (and couldn’t farm it anymore)” he
said.

SPECIAL REPORT FROM OTTAWA

By RHONDA SPIVAK

Golan Heights

Syria

South Lebanon

Mr. X was born here
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By RHONDA SPIVAK 

“How often are we like
Pharoah?“ Rabbi Alan Green
asked the 150 participants of the
17th Annual Interfaith Seder
sponsored by B’nai Brith and the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue . He
was referring to Pharoah’s resis-
tance to the idea of agreeing to
let the Jews out of Egypt in the
Passover narrative. 

“How often, when it’s time for
us to make a change, do we [like
Pharoah] resist making that
change? We resist making that
change until we are pelted with
disasters [as Pharoah was pelted
with plagues] and are then
forced to make the change that
we should have made before,”
said Rabbi Green 

Just like Pharoah did not want
“to let go” of the Israelites, Rabbi
Green suggested to the interfaith
participants that everyone has
experienced times in “our lives” where “we didn’t want to let go.” He
added that it is essential for us to see ourselves as personally “going
out of Egypt” 

Since, in North America today, we have physical freedom, Rabbi
Green suggested to participants that “we can work on being emotion-
ally and spiritually free.” 

He also shared with the audience a beautiful tradition of Sephardic

Jews, which is performed during
the singing of the song
“Halachmanya.” This tradition
involves a Seder participant tak-
ing one half of a piece of matzah
and going around the table pass-
ing the matzah over the heads of
the other Seder participants. Dr.
David Barnard, President of the
University of Manitoba, did this
at the rabbi’s table. 

Referring to the portion of the
Haggadah, where we read that in
every generation our enemies
tried to destroy us, Rabbi Green
asked, “Has there always been
someone out to get us [the
Jewish people]? Are we para-
noid? I don’t think we are para-
noid. I think we’ve had these
enemies....but ...we have sur-
vived.” 

Referring to Israel, Rabbi Green
said “ Israel has always been on
the edge of the Middle East”, and

miraculously has survived throughout its history. 
He added, “Miracles happen in Israel every single day of the week.” 
During the part of the seder dealing with the four sons, Rabbi Green

asked those in attendance to raise their hands if they felt they were
“the wise” son, the ‘contrary” son the “simple” son or the one who
does not even know how to ask questions. Rabbi Green explained that
“we have to give over the knowledge of life” according to what each

Interfaith Seder: Sharing Universal Message of Passover
Do we sometimes resist change, like Pharoah did? 

Rabbi Alan Green of Shaarey Zedek Synagogue shows attendees of
the annual Interfaith Seder a Torah scroll. The event, sponsored by
B’nai Brith and Shaarey Zedek, attracted about 150 people.

Continued on page 16. See “Interfaith Seder”.



type of person will understand. 
At the end of the Seder, Earl

Barish, Chair of the National
Executive of B’nai Brith Canada,
asked about the symbolism of the
number four, which recurs during
the Seder ( four questions, four cups
of wine, four sons etc).

Rabbi Green responded that the
Hebrew name of G-d has four let-
ters: Yud, Hey, Vav, Hey, and the use
of the number four suggests G-d’s
presence throughout the Seder. 

“G-d’s presence permeates the
[Passover] Haggadah. No one goes
anywhere [in the world] without
God’s presence.” 

Rabbi Green also noted that the
number four is symbolic of “the
four levels of creation”: The body,
emotions, intellect and spirit, as
well as “the four universes of the
kabbalah.” 

Christine Melnick, the Provincial
Minister of Water Stewardship, Dr.
Jon Gerrard, the Leader of the
Provincial Liberal Party, and N.D.P.
M.L.A. for Kirkfield, Park Sharon Blady were also present at the event. 

Prior to the Seder, Rabbi Green hosted the participants in the sanc-
tuary and gave them an opportunity to come up to the bima to see a
torah scroll. 

Alan Yusim, Executive director of B’nai Brith’s Midwest Region, said
“Many of [those in attendance] have participated in the past, and
many were first time [participants]. 

Roberta and Grant Kurian, “ Christian Zionists’ who sat at the
Rabbi’s table clearly enjoyed themselves. Helen Toews, the Manitoba
director of Nation at Prayer, a trans-denominational Christian organi-
zation, wrote to Alan Yusim, Executive Director of B’nai Brith in

Winnipeg, thanking him and Rabbi Green for the “gracious job wel-
coming us and presenting the program in a thoughtful and meaning-
ful way.” She wrote “it was an experience that we will tuck away in
our hearts to remember fondly.” 
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U of M President Praises Hebrew U
By RHONDA SPIVAK
At the Model Interfaith Seder, the Jewish Post & News spoke

with Dr. David Barnard, who became the president of the
University of Manitoba in 2008.

Barnard said he has visited the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
“It’s an eminent place academically and in a wonderful location
[with a view of the surrounding area],” he said

In 1998 Barnard visited there when he went to Israel on a trip
sponsored by the Canadian Jewish Congress for university admin-
istrators. On that trip Barnard said, he “visited all of the Israeli uni-
versities...and had briefings from government officials...It was a
very rich and full experience.”

“We spent a few days in Jerusalem, but we easily could have
spent more,” said Barnard, who said this was his first time partic-
ipating in a Seder. 

Barnard said he visited Israel for the first time in 1989, where he
attended “an academic conference.” 

While he has not been to other countries in the Middle East, he
says he would like to visit Egypt one day. 

Before coming to Winnipeg this year, Barnard served as the pres-
ident of the University of Regina for seven years. Born in Ontario,
Dr. Barnard has a Bachelors, Masters and Doctoral degrees in
Computer Science from the University of Toronto.

“I also have a graduate diploma in Christian studies from the
Regent College at the University of British Columbia...It is a one
year Masters level program, but it took me a long time to get [the
diploma] because I was working,” said Barnard, who has also
been the president and CEO of a software company.

Barnard also said that while it is a difficult time economically,
the University of Manitoba will “come close” to meeting its
fundraising goals this year. 

Dr. David Barnard, President
of the University of Manitoba
passing a half piece of matzah
over the heads of Seder par-
ticipants, as part of a
Sephardic Jewish tradition
that takes place during the
singing of “Halachmanya”.
Photo by Rhonda Spivak.
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Knesset Christian Allies Caucus presents

Israeli Knesset Members
Wed., April 22 at Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, 6:00 p.m. (Kosher dinner)
Tickets are $40.00 and can be purchased at Shaarey Zedek 452-3711

Member of Knesset
Gila Gamliel
Likud Party

Member of Knesset
Shal Hermesh
Kadima Party

Member of Knesset
Orit Noked
Labor Party

Member of Knesset
Robert Ilatov
Yisrael Beitenu Party

* Knesset members may be subject to change, but there will be between five and six
Knesset members present. Only 50 tickets are left.

Also present will be Herbert Karliner, a survivor of the St. Louis ship, the ill-fated vesset filled with Jewish
refugees who tried to escape Nazi Germany in 1939, just before the onset of the WWII and was denied entry into
Canada.

Interfaith Seder
(Continued from page 15.)



the Internet, in text messaging, Facebook and
other “web-based” programs. The number of
anti-Semitic incidents reported in those areas
rose 16.4 per cent, compared to 2007.

Asked what can be done to reduce that, Matas said that among other
things, it’s important to “educate people about the problem”, and “make
them aware of the situation.”

Another is to complain to Internet service providers. “Many are respon-
sive to complaints.”

The way police track child pornography use on the Internet is a model
for monitoring and curbing other expressions of hatred on the Internet,
Matas added. 

“There’s a more detailed tracking of perpetrators.”
Among other things, the audit also expresses concern about Canadian

human rights commissions facing “new challenges”.
Asked for examples of “challenges” the league feels such commissions

have faced, Matas cited, among others, “frivolous complaints” against
B’nai Brith Canada, itself.

The complaints, reported on in the March 25 Jewish Post & News,
included one filed against B’nai Brith Canada in 2004 for “co-sponsoring
a conference in 2003 for police, firefighters, paramedics”, and other “first
responders to acts of terrorism”.

That complaint, by Winnipegger Shahina Siddiqui, executive director of
the Islamic Social Services Association, alleged that a workshop at the con-
ference was biased against Muslims.

The Manitoba Human Rights Commission February 25, 2009 wrote to
B’nai Brith Canada, stating that its years-long investigation of Siddiqui’s
complaint (and that of another person who allegedly complained to the
commission about the event) was warranted. But it was dismissed on the
basis of “insufficiency of the evidence” presented.

Matas referred this writer to a document the league compiled, written
mainly by him, calling for reforms of Canadian human rights commissions,
partly in response to Siddiqui’s complaint.

The document, released in August, 2008, was titled Hate Jurisdictions of
Human Rights Commissions: A System in Need of Reform.

Among other things, the document notes that people can complain to
Canadian human rights commissions, free of charge. But individuals and
organizations, including journalist Ezra Levant and Macleans Magazine’s
Mark Steyn, can wrack up huge legal costs, in defending themselves
against those complaints.

Among other things,
B’nai Brith Canada’s
document recommends
that human rights com-
missions and tribunals
have the power to
“award costs to the win-
ning side...as happens
in Canadian court
rooms.”
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Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education
Call for Nominations

Effective June 2009, there will be THREE vacancies in the number of Elected Directors on the Winnipeg Board of Jewish
Education (WBJE).  The term of office for an Elected Director is three years. Pursuant to Article V(1) of the WBJE By-Laws,
the Board has approved specific criteria to be met by candidates seeking to be elected to the Board.  Candidates must satisfy
one of the following criteria:
Background in Finance 
Willingness to Assume Leadership Roles on BJE Board in the Future
Candidates must also meet the following eligibility requirements set out in the By-Laws:

Article V(4) – Only contributing members shall be entitled to stand for election to the Board.
Article III(3) – A “contributing member” shall mean any person with a substantial connection to the Winnipeg Jewish
Community of at least eighteen (18) years of age, who, by the 1st business day in February immediately preceding election
day has paid a contribution of $18.00 or more to the Combined Jewish Appeal for its current campaign.
Article VI(3) – All Directors of the Corporation shall be Contributing Members as described herein and shall not be, nor
shall members of their immediate family be, employees of the Corporation.
Article VI(3)(a) – “Immediate Family” shall mean parents, spouse and children.

Pursuant to Article V(2) the WBJE has approved the following slate of candidates, who meet the approved criteria and
eligibility requirements:

Laura Diamond
Jacqueline Freedman
Darren Kuropatwa

Pursuant to Article V(3), other individuals who meet the eligibility requirements and approved criteria may file an application
to add their name to the slate of candidates.  Application forms are available at the WBJE office or by calling Peggy Rybachuk,
Executive Assistant, Gray Academy of Jewish Education at (204) 477-7425. 

Completed applications forms must be submitted to the WBJE Office no later than May 1, 2009 and should be forwarded to
the attention of:

Michael Benarroch
Chair, Governance Committee 
Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education
Abe & Fan Simkin Circle
A202 – 123 Doncaster Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3N 2B4

CHATEAU WEST APTS.
597 JEFFERSON AVE.

Phone: 788-1774
between 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.
or 296-5187 till 8 p.m.

FOR RENT
TWO BEDROOM

Anti-Semitism
(Cont. from page 1.)

Social Notes

ENGAGEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT

Dr. Brian and Lil Brooker would like to an-
nounce the engagement of their daughter,
Samantha, to Andrew Krichkowski,�son of the late
Randy Krichkowski.� Parents are Linda and Sylvain
Paquet.� Grandparents are Alice and Larry Brooker,
Ethel Kushner, Sam and�Florence Krichkowski,
and Betty Cross.��A May 2010 wedding is planned.

Eleanor and Sondra
Brotman

aka “The Twins”
Happy 70th Birthday!

Love, Elle



18 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, April 8, 2009

Izzy: The Passionate Life and Turbulent
Times of Izzy Asper, Canada’s Media Mogul.
By Peter C. Newman. Harper Collins
Publishers Ltd. 2 Bloor Street East, 20th
Floor. Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4W 1A8.
2008. Hardcover. 390 pages. 

Review by MATT BELLAN 

Many Jewish Winnipeggers knew Izzy
Asper personally, and virtually everyone in
Winnipeg’s Jewish community has benefited
from the largesse of that legendary figure,
who passed away in October, 2003 at 71. So
the biography of that dynamic tax lawyer,
politician, international media owner and
philanthropist will likely be of special inter-
est in our little shtetel.

Written by Peter C. Newman, author of
Renegade in Power: The Diefenbaker Years,
Bronfman Dynasty: The Rothschilds of the
New World and numerous other notable
biographies and other books, this is a rivet-
ing, fastpaced work that will hold your inter-
est.

Newman, former editor in chief of
Maclean’s Magazine and the Toronto Star,
researches his subjects thoroughly, and is a
master storyteller.

Newman had access to Asper family
archives during years of research, interviews
with Asper, himself, his devoted wife, Babs (nee Ruth Miriam Bernstein),
two of Asper’s children, and many other key figures in Asper’s relatively
short but hugely important life.

Allan Levine, the Jewish Winnipeg author, historian and teacher,
helped Newman interview more than 100 acquaintances of Asper for the
book.

Jewish Winnipeggers will undoubtedly be particularly interested in
Asper’s humble early life and family origins.

He was born Israel Harold Asper to Cecilia Zwet Asper and Leon Asper,
whose family name was originally Ausreper, in the then-raw southwest-
ern Manitoba town of Minnedosa on August 11, 1932.

His mother was the daughter of Rabbi Ben Zion Zwet, who immigrat-
ed to Winnipeg in 1913.

Izzy’s parents were classically-trained musicians in Odessa, where
they’d been childhood sweethearts. Leon had studied violin and con-
ducting, and Cecilia, classical piano.

She snuck past Russian border guards, immigrating to Canada in 1919.
Leon escaped later, first to Belgium, where he spent years conducting the
Belgian State Opera in Brussels, and finally made it to Winnipeg in 1924.

He married Cecilia here that year and both played in the city’s
Orchestral Society, forerunner to the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra.

After several years in Calgary, Leon and Cecilia Asper went into the
smalltown movie house business in southwestern Manitoba, taking over
the bankrupt Lyric Opera House in Minnedosa in 1929, the Roxy in
Neepawa in 1936 and the Boyne in Carmen. Izzy and his brother,
Aubrey, were recruited to help out in the theatres, although sister Hettie
was exempted. The family moved to Winnipeg in 1946, where Leon
Asper bought the Deluxe and Valour Theatres, and the family settled in
River Heights.

Izzy Asper’s youth in Minnedosa and in Neepawa, to which the family
moved in 1941 - were crucial to understanding him, Newman writes.

Izzy’s childhood training in classical piano - he eventually rebelled,
and switched to jazz piano - and his traumatic experiences of rural anti-
Semitism helped shape his personality.

“When I was a kid in Neepawa, I was regularly beaten,” Newman, a
child refugee from the Nazis, himself, quotes Asper as saying later in the
book. “We had to form phalanxes to go home from school, and I still
have a bridge where I had a tooth knocked out.”

That early anti-Semitism helped drive him to become a “passionate
Zionist”, and he turned to the right as a youth, feeling that without
Menachem Begin’s “guerrilla revolt” against the British, “there would be
no Israel.”

Asper proved brilliant at tax law; after graduating from law school and
acquiring a Masters degree in law, he became a national newspaper
columnist on taxes in the 1960s. 

He also led the Liberal Party of Manitoba, from 1970 to 1975, adopt-
ing a relatively rightwing, individual rights platform. Asper increased the

party’s size somewhat in the Legislature.
But neither he nor Sidney Spivak, another
Winnipeg Jewish lawyer chosen provincial
Conservative Party leader, could match the
popularity of Ed Schreyer, the province’s
first New Democratic Party premier. In what
some have construed as anti-Semitism,
Schreyer dubbed Asper and Spivak “the
River Heights twins” in the 1973 provincial
election.

Asper’s first media acquisition was his
purchase, with partners, of KCND, an
American border TV station, in the mid-
1970s, and reopening it as CKND.

That operation in a converted Winnipeg
supermarket was to prove the first link in
what would eventually become a national
chain of TV stations, under Canwest
Global, a network over which Asper
acquired growing financial control. 

Meanwhile, Newman notes, among other
business ventures, Asper and then fellow
Winnipegger Gerry Schwartz created a
merchant bank, Canwest Capital
Corporation, which acquired 60 per cent
control of the Global Television Network.
Among other things, the company also
bought the Monarch Life Insurance
Company, eventually sold off.

Newman is at his most compelling in
describing how Asper steadily expanded

his business and media empire from the mid-1970s to the early 2000s,
successfully challenging a welter of regulations, wherever he turned, and
sometimes suing opponents to advance his interests.

Later buttressed by his children, David, Gail and Leonard, who’d all
acquired law degrees, Asper moved to buy TV networks in New Zealand,
Australia and Ireland, and some radio stations, cutting costs and making
them more market-oriented, to dramatically increase their profitability.

Throughout his life, he turned to the jazz music he loved as a release -
sometimes even looking down at his hands, imagining them playing the
piano, during tense moments in business meetings.

Asper’s final major media buy - of Conrad Black’s Hollinger
Incorporated’s huge chain of Canadian print media, however, sowed the
seeds of the serious financial problems now facing Canwest Global.

The National Post - Toronto-based flagship daily of the newly-acquired
chain - proved a major moneyloser from the beginning, and Newman
has lately advised that Canwest would be better off without that liability.

In the meantime, Asper and the Asper Foundation he founded have
proved major benefactors for local Jewish organizations, universities and
other institutions in Winnipeg, Israel and beyond.

The Canadian Museum for Human Rights, set to open here in a few
years, thanks largely to Gail Asper’s efforts, will probably prove Asper’s
most lasting legacy - a major instrument for increasing mutual under-
standing in this troubled world, rife with racial, ethnic and other intoler-
ance.

He was inspired to launch it after the Asper Foundation spent years
sponsoring an annual travel program to Washington, D.C. to visit the
Holocaust Memorial Museum, and find out what happens when a peo-
ple lose their rights and freedoms. Asper also felt such a museum was
needed to teach about all genocides and that can teach against future
threats of it.

This book has a few shortcomings – most notably, a lack of a single
photo of either of Asper’s parents. The “timeline” in the last few pages is
useful, but a bit much – even some U.S. presidential autobiographies
don’t have such lists of milestones and achievements. On the other
hand, Babs, Leonard and Gail Asper are to be commended for giving
Newman the freedom to include some less than flattering anecdotes
about Izzy Asper. (Tellingly, David Asper, who, Gordon Sinclair wrote in
the April 4, 2009 Winnipeg Free Press had a somewhat strained rela-
tionship with his father, refused to be part of the book project.) One of
those stories is from Asper’s boyhood in Minnedosa, when he dug a hole
in the family’s garden path, filled it with water, and covered it with shin-
gles and earth, and watched, amused, as the handiman and his rake
“went flying into the puddle”. Much later in life, Asper secretly arranged
for a bartender to keep filling Asper’s glass with water, while plying a
businessman, with whom he was negotiating a deal, with hard liquor, to
make him more compliant. It’s a tribute to the family’s integrity that it
allowed Asper’s story to be told, including such material.

Izzy Asper’s Early Battles Against Anti-Semitism a
Driving Force in his Zionism, Newman Biography Notes

Tooth Knocked Out as he Ran the Gauntlet in Neepawa 



LOS ANGELES (JTA) – Unsolicited pri-
vate donors are trying to help Elie Wiesel in
the aftermath of the Bernard Madoff scan-
dal. 

Wiesel, the Nobel Prize-winning author,
lost several million dollars of his personal
fortune and his foundation took a $15.2
million hit in the Ponzi scheme. 

In recent months, small and large dona-
tions totaling $400,000 have flowed into
The Wiesel Foundation for Humanity, the
Conde Nast Portfolio business magazine’s
Web site disclosed March 26. Some of the
money was given directly to Wiesel and his
wife, Marion, but the couple turned everything over to the foundation. 

“At any moment it would have been an amazing outpouring of gen-
erosity,” Marion Wiesel told Portfolio.com, “but specifically in these
times it’s so amazing, and it continues.” 

Donations to the Wiesel Foundation, which supports afterschool cen-
ters in Israel, international conferences and various humanitarian
awards and prizes, have ranged from $5 to $100. 

Small contributions came from “people we don’t know, in places
we’ve never been to,” Marion Wiesel said. 

Two alumni of Boston University, where Wiesel has taught for more
than 30 years, have launched an e-mail campaign to encourage 1 mil-
lion people to donate $6 each in remembrance of the 6 million

Holocaust victims. 
At a panel discus-

sion March 26 spon-
sored by Portfolio,
Elie Wiesel said of
Madoff, “We gave
him everything, we
thought he was God,
we trusted everything

in his hands.” 
Wiesel added that he could never forgive Madoff, who is now in jail

awaiting sentencing. 
“I would like him to be in a solitary cell with a screen,” he said, “and

on that screen, for at least five years of his life, every day and every
night there should be pictures of his victims.” 

Community news
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WINNIPEG TO BERLIN & BACK: 
THE ODYSSEY OF A 20TH CENTURY JEW

Rabbi Dr. Chaim Z. Rozwaski will
deliver the Jewish Heritage Centre
of Western Canada’s 4th Annual Sol
and Florence Kanee Annual
Distinguished Lecture, Sunday,
April 26 at 8 pm at the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue.

In speaking with Chaim
Rozwaski, it became increasingly
clear to Abe Anhang, co-chair with
David Gisser of the 2009 Sol and
Florence Kanee Annual
Distinguished Lecture that
Rozwaski’s story is that of someone
who turned away from loss and
despair towards an active, engaged
life focused on education, community, and scholarship. Despite
first-hand experience of the trauma of the Holocaust, Rozwaski’s
resilience enabled him to survive and lead a full, rich life. Soon
after the War, he was brought by the Canadian Jewish Congress to
Winnipeg as a 12 year-old war-orphan. He was taken under the
wing of the inspired and inspiring Rabbi Abraham Kravetz, his men-
tor and teacher at Talmud Torah/Maimonides College in the late
1940s and early 1950s. Rozwaski went on to university and rab-
binical studies in the United States, and then embarked on an
accomplished career in both the US and England as an educator in
Jewish schools and a pulpit rabbi. At the invitation of Ron Lauder,
Chaim Rozwaski returned to Germany to Berlin in 1998 to become
Dean of the Ronald S. Lauder Foundation Jewish Educational
Institute. In 2000, he became Rabbi of Berlin. 

Rozwaski’s journey from a Holocaust survivor to Rabbi of Berlin
is remarkable, and it is the very personal story of his odyssey that is
the topic of his Distinguished Lecture. He was born in a small town
in Poland and survived the Holocaust by hiding in the Polish forest;
he journeyed halfway across the world to Winnipeg in 1948; he
ultimately became a teacher, rabbi, community leader, and univer-
sity professor. And to this day, he is actively involved in helping
revitalize Jewish life at the centre of the world where it had been
destroyed. 

And yet, a mystery emerges that Rozwaski himself says will be
clarified at his Distinguished Lecture. Consider the following: In
2008, the town of Goerlitz in Saxony, near the Polish border,
refused to allow its Jewish community to hold its own ceremony
marking the 70th anniversary of Kristallnacht, which took place
November 9, 1938. The small community had planned to bring a
Torah from Dresden into a newly renovated synagogue in Goerlitz.
The synagogue dates from 1909 and is the only one in Saxony to
have survived Kristallnacht. The town of Goerlitz insisted that cere-
monies had to be secular and inclusive, and that the only ceremo-
ny that would take place would be held by the local Protestant
church, and it would focus on all victims of the Third Reich. Abe
Anhang called Chaim Rozwaski to hear what he had to say about
this, and to ask why he would choose to remain in a country that
was apparently still hostile to Jews. Why would he want to contin-
ue to live in Berlin, the capital of what was once Nazi Germany?
Rozwaski’s puzzling response was “Jews should not go where they
are not wanted.” And then, “You will have to come to the lecture to
hear my story and the answer to your question.” 

Lecture tickets: $36; $24 seniors, students. JHC, 478-8590 
The JHC wishes to inform readers that a tribute will be paid at the

Lecture to the memory of Harold Buchwald, long-time supporter
and Honourary President of the JHC and originating co-chair of the
Sol and Florence Kanee Annual Distinguished Lecture Series. 

- Susan Turner 

Holocaust survivor Chaim Rozwaski returns to Germany
in 1998 to live and work in Berlin 

After Madoff, donations come in to help Wiesel

Elie Wiesel
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Call for an estimate
582-9203

Chesed Shel Emes welcomes 
new and returning Board Members

A new Board of Directors was elected at our Annual General
Meeting in March 2009.  Our Board includes representatives
of each synagogue and cemetery in the community, as well as
a number of members at large.

Serving on the Board for a three year term:

Earl Ashkin Toni Berenhaut Jack Craven
Gerry Finkle Norm Freedman Alan Friedman
Yale Gilbert Martin Glazer Bernie Goldstein
Eric Green JoAnn Greisman Ahava Halpern
Gail Hechter Jack Kovnats Archie Kraut
Ariel Lee Brian Pauls Jerry Pritchard
Stuart Pudavick Clive Ramage Merrill Shulman

Robbie Waldman

Executive Committee:
Hillel Kravetsky, President Lorne Raber, Vice-President
Rae Margolis, Secretary Mel Hornstein, Treasurer

Honorary Life Members:
Dr. Jack Cohen * Harold Smordin
Ike Permut Gordon Pullan

Executive Director: Rena Boroditsky



By ANDY LEVY-AJZENKOPF

Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism Minister
Jason Kenney is following through on a threat he made last
month to strip the Canadian Arab Federation of federal fund-
ing coming from his office for programs aimed at settling
immigrants.

Kenney had publicly mused about whether or not his depart-
ment would renew the CAF’s annual funding due to what he

called its “promo-
tion of anti-
Semitism and terror-
ism.”

He told The CJN
Feb. 26 that Canada
“takes a zero-toler-
ance approach to
expressions of anti-
Semitism in the
public square.”

Last week,
Kenney’s office confirmed it will not renew its two
contracts with the CAF – a $2-million program that
supports the group’s LINC (language instruction for
newcomers to Canada) program, which ends this
month, and another for $474,873 for a settlement
program that runs until March 31, 2010.

CAF president Khaled Mouammar has said the non-
renewal of funding will harm immigrants.

In a war of words last month, Mouammar accused
Kenney of being a “professional whore” for his vocal
support of Israel.

Kenney shrugged off the remark, telling The CJN,
“I’ve been called much worse by much better peo-
ple.”

He added: “But my point [in weighing whether to
continue funding the CAF], is whether an organiza-
tion … that distributes videos produced by Hamas
and Islamic Jihad that glorifies terrorism [and] indoc-
trinates children into the cult of anti-Semitic hatred…
is not an organization, in my opinion, that should be
receiving taxpayer subsidies.”

A March 19 report in the National Post said Kenney
is calling for a review of all federal public service
grants and the withdrawal of federal support from
groups that advocate hatred or terrorism.

“I think there is a tendency to be a little bit naive in
Canada. We’re so self-congratulatory about the suc-
cess of our model of pluralism and diversity that sure-

ly no one could really mean ill in
Canada… We don’t necessarily all sub-
scribe to Canadian values, and we should
be willing to recognize those that don’t,”
Kenney told an audience at the University
of Toronto last week.

Alykhan Velshi, a spokesperson with
Kenney’s department, confirmed to The
CJN that Kenney had instructed his office
to begin reviews for all its contracts.

When asked for a list of organizations
the minister intended to review, Velshi
said there was none yet.

“It’s premature at this stage to name par-
ticular organizations, since the policy is
to be applied generally, but I’m sure we’re
all familiar with the organizations that
receive taxpayer support on the one hand
while at the same time promoting anti-
Semitism, hatred and terrorism,” Velshi
said.

“The minister has begun applying this
criteria within his own department to
organizations whose contribution agree-
ments are up for renewal, but he’s also
working with other ministers on creating
a government-wide policy

Reprinted with permission, Canadian
Jewish News.
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Kenney cuts funding to Arab group

Jason Kenney - Minister of
Citizenship, Immigration
and Multiculturalism.
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
When sending in Obituaries or Yahrzeits, please
ensure they are either typewritten or legibly printed,
doublespaced. We will not guarantee publication
of material that comes in that we cannot read.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
APRIL 8

MAIMIE GARDNER
1919-2009

Maimie passed away peacefully with family mem-
bers by her bedside at the Sharon Home on March 21,
2009. Born in Hoffer, Sask., she was predeceased by
her parents Aron & Mary Gardner, her sisters Ida and
Esther, her brothers Al, Jack and Hy and brother-in-law
Larry Daien. She is survived by her sister Kalla Daien,
sisters-in-law Anne, Esther and Faye and numerous
nieces and nephews. Maimie left the farm at age of
fifteen to live with an uncle and aunt in Montreal. Four
years later she moved to Winnipeg, where she was later
joined by the rest of her family. In 1950 she moved to
Minneapolis where she resided until her retirement in
1986, she then moved back to Winnipeg. Maimie was
actively involved with the Pioneer Women, The Stay
Young Group and as a volunteer with numerous chari-
ties.

The family wishes to express their heartfelt thanks to
the staff at the Sharon Home, as well as her devoted
companion Joan MacDonald. Services were held at the
Etz Chayim Synagogue. Pallbearers were Dr. Alan
Daien, Laurie Daien, Howard Gilmore, Myles Gilmore,
Mark Gardner and Perry Moreau. Honorary pallbear-
ers were Dr. Jerry Litman, Morris Gardner and Terry
Parsonage. If desired donations may be made in
Maimie’s memory to the Etz Chayim Synagogue,
Sharon Home or The Heart and Stroke Foundation.

IDA LUCAS
On Saturday March 21, 2009, in Winnipeg, Ida

Lucas passed away at age 99.
Ida was predeceased by husband Albert Lucas, sib-

lings Bessie Abrams, Hymie Margolis, Max Margolis
and Major Margolis, and parents Rachel and Moses
Margolis.

Born in Simferopol, Crimea, in 1909, Ida came to
Canada with her family in 1924 and lived in Transcona
and then in Winnipeg's north end.

She was a loving wife to Albert Lucas for 35 years
until his passing in 1983.

Ida's memory will be cherished forever by her daugh-
ter Esther (Seymour Shlien) and grandchildren Anita
and Liana Shlien (Ottawa). Also survived by sisters-in-
law Connie Margolis (Winnipeg) and Erna Kuhns
(Tucson, Arizona), as well as cousins in Winnipeg and
numerous nieces and nephews.

Heartfelt thanks to the dedicated staff of the WRHA
Home Care Program whose services, along with those
of other loyal caregivers, enabled Ida to maintain her
independence despite the frailties brought on by aging.
Special appreciation to Joan Bender for her friendship
and support. Sincere thanks to the staff of Charleswood
Care Centre, Unit 3, for the care Ida received during her
stay.

A graveside service was held on March 23, 2009, at
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery, Rabbi Larry Lander offici-
ating. Pallbearers were Dr. Neil Margolis, Dr. Ted
Hechter, Gary Margolis, Sheldon Margolis, Aubrey
Margolis and Jonathan Margolis.

Card o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

NORMAN BUBIS
wish to thank everyone for their kind
expressions of sympahty and support.

Your thoughtfulness has been
greatly appreciated.

The Bubis and
Chapnick Families

In Memoriam8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
JOAN BAKER

who passed away
April 8, 2001

15 days in Nisan
Our hearts still ache with sadness

And silent tears still flow
And what it means to lose you

No one will ever know
Ever remembered and sadly

Missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren &

great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband, father and

Zaida
JACOB BRUCH

who passed away
April 14, 1987

15 Days in Nissan
Sadly missed and always in

our hearts
— Forever remembered by
his loving wife, children,
grandchildren and friends.

In Memoriam3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
THOMAS
HAROLD
GILLMAN
who passed away

April 19, 2006
21 days in Nisan

—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother
TOVA HILF

who passed away
17 Days in Nisan

April 5, 1977
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.In Memoriam

In loving memory of
PEGGY (GIRMAN)

KESSLER
who passed away
Ajpril 14, 2008

9 Days in Nissan
— Always remembered and
forever loved by your husband,
brother, children, grand-
children, relatives and friends.

In loving memory of
RIVA RAISEN

who passed away
April 10, 1971

15 Days in Nissan
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
LILLIAN (LIL)

SINGER
who passed away

April 4, 1999
19 Days in Nisan

— Always lovingly
remembered by her daughter
Michelle and son Ron.

In Memoriam11th Yahrzeit

MINNIE
(MANYA)

ZITZERMAN
Passed away April 12, 1998 -

16 days in Nisan
— Lovingly remembered by
her husband, children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

YORAM BARR
It is with great sadness

that we announce the
passing of Yoram Barr
after a lengthy and coura-
geous battle with
melanoma on Sunday,
March 22, 2009 at the age
of 69.

Yoram is predeceased
by his parents, Shimon
and Dvora Barr and his
in-laws Osher & Manya
Brown.

Yoram is survived by
his loving wife of 44 years
Sarah; his children

Tamar, Na'ama & Marshall and Merav & Marshall. He
is survived by his four grandchildren, Sami, Maya,
Mikaela and Jack, who brought him great joy. Yoram
is also survived by his brother and sister-in-law, Ehud
& Shula Barr, his niece Hilit and his nephews Avi and
Idan of Israel and brother-in-law Alex Brown.

Yoram was born in Tel-Aviv in 1939. He studied at
Kanot Agricultural School where many life-long friend-
ships were made. He served in the Nahal division of the
Israeli Army, and was stationed at Kibbutz Ma'ayan
Baruch in the Upper Galilee.  He was very proud of
serving Israel in the Six-Day war in June, 1967. Yoram
and Sarah eventually moved to Rehovot, to work and
live and where his three daughters were born. In 1972,
Yoram and Sarah settled in Winnpeg and built a new
life.

Yoram gained a reputation as an honest and hard-
working contractor. He was well-respected by both
clients and colleagues alike. An active community
member, he sat on many boards and committees,
including the Board of Jewish Education, the Chai Folk
Arts Council and the Synagogue Amalgamation Com-
mittee. Yoram will be remembered as a kind, generous
and loyal man. He was warm and outgoing and made
people feel at ease. He was the first to step-up when
others were in need.

Funeral services were held at Etz Chayim and inter-
ment took place at the B'nai Abraham Cemetry on
Tuesday, March 24, 2009 officiated by Rabbi Larry
Lander and Cantor Tracy Kasner.

Pallbearers were Israel Agasi, Irving Estein, Paul
Lungen, Hartley Miller, Dick Rothberg and Murray
Trachtenberg. Honourary Pallbearers were Sidney
Fleisher, Allan Finkleman, Ben Lungen, Jerry Mamott,
Jeffrey Miller and Marvin Slutchuk.

The family would like to thank Dr. Ruth Simkin for
her on-going care and compassion during Yoram's
entire illness. Special thanks to the 3E Staff at the
Riverview Health Centre and Louise, palliative nurse.

Donations in Yoram's memory may be made to the
Sarah and Yoram Barr Fund at the Jewish Foundation
of Manitoba, 477-7525 or at a charity of one's choice.

Happy
Passover
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
APRIL 15

In loving memory of our
father and grandfather

HAIM BIHMAN
who passed away

April 18, 2003
16 days in Nisan

You are always in our heart
and we love you forever
— Your daughter Rica,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren Carole, David,
Hart, Matthew and Noel,
Andie, Rachel, Alexa and Eli.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
and beloved father,
grandfather, and
great-grandfather
ISRAEL

BROTMAN
who passed away

April 6, 1961
20 days in Nisan

We cannot have the old days back
When we were all together,
Butsecret tears and loving thoughts;
Will be with us forever.
— Sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

RUTH DVERIS
who passed away

April 16, 1995
16 Days in Nisan

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by your family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ANITA MOLLY

KEIVES
who passed away

April 10, 2004
19 Days in Nisan

— Very sadly missed and
lovingly remembered by her
husband, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
LEE SLUSKY

who passed away
April 25th, 1989

20 Days in Nissan
In memory of her unconditional
love, unwavering devotion and
her gentle strength
— Loved and rememberd
always by her husband,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
PEARL

SPRINGMAN
who passed away

April 16, 2003
14 days in Nisan

— Lovingly remembered by
your children, grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
LOUIS

SWITZER
who passed away
March 28, 2002
15 days in Nisan

— Dearly missed by his sons,
daughter-in-law, grandson
and family.

In loving memory of
NORMAN

GOLTSMAN
who passed away

May 3, 2005
24 Days in Nisan

Though our hearts still ache,
we hear his laughter through
our tears
— Your loving wife Shirley,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
GOLDIE
COHEN

who passed away
April 18, 1974

26 Days in Nisan
Our hearts still ache with
sadness
And silent tears still flow,
And what it meant to lose you
No one will ever know.
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

BELLA FROST
who passed away

May 2, 1997
25 days in Nisan

MENDEL FROST
who passed away

April 5, 2002
24 days in Nisan

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
JOSEPH

CHMELNITSKY
who passed away
April 14th, 1993

23 Days in Nissan
— Ever loved, ever
remembered by his loving wife,
son, grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of
BENNY

GREENFELD
who passed away

April 17, 1958
27 Days in Nisan

whose life was snatched away
so tragically at the tender age
of  29.
— Sadly missed and always
remembered by your family &
friends.

In Memoriam
51st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
GEDALE

SAPERSTEIN
who passed away

May 1, 1992
28 Days in Nissan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit 13th Yahrzeit

REGINA
TARGOWNIK

who passed away
April 11, 1996

22 Days in Nissan

JOE
TARGOWNIK

who passed away
April 9, 1991

25 Days in Nissan

In loving memory of In loving memory of

Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAMUEL H.

UNRODE
who passed away

May 1, 2005
22 Days in Nisan

— Forever in our hearts and
in our thoughts. You are sadly
missed and lovingly
remembered by daughter
Diane, son-in-law Jim and
granddaughters Rachel and
Lauren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
CYRIL

MARANTZ
who passed away

April 15, 1977
27 Days in Nisan

— Irene, Jeffrey, Sarah,
David, Debra, Susan, Mike,
Ellen, Sophie, William and
Gary Marantz.



Review by MATT 
BELLAN

Numerous documen-
taries over the decades
have described the deaths
and destruction of the
Holocaust.

“As Seen Through These
Eyes”, a documentary
shown Sunday, March 22
at the Winnipeg
International Jewish Film
Festival, co-sponsored by
the Rady Jewish
Community Centre and
the Asper Foundation, sup-
plements that testimony
another way.

Directed by Hilary
Helstein, this deeply mov-
ing, 70-minute American
documentary describes
how some young
Holocaust survivors with
artistic talent survived,
what they experienced,
and how they document-
ed the Nazi genocide.

Released in 2007, and
narrated by prize-winning
American poet Maya
Angelou, this prizewin-
ning film offers an ominous introduction that helps explain the origins of the
Holocaust.

Adolf Hitler, then a young Austrian painter, applied to and was rejected
twice by the Vienna Academy of Fine Arts.

“His failure prompted him to transfer into a new art form - propaganda
speeches. He transformed his obsession with art with the creation of destruc-
tion...Now, instead of capturing beautiful landscapes, Hitler captured people.”

The documentary, which alternates between photographs and film, then
embarks on recollections by a series of Holocaust survivors, whose artistic tal-
ent as children or youths saved them from death.

Ella Weissburger remembers arriving in Theresienstadt, a centuries-old
fortress in what is now the Czech Republic, in early 1942, at age 11. 

“We knew something would happen,” Weissburger recalls. 
Around 15,000 children were among 140,000 people eventually herded

through the camp, which eventually became a phony “model camp” the
Nazis could show visiting Red Cross officials. Children with artistic or musi-
cal talent were assigned trained art or music teachers, often prisoners them-
selves.

Weissburger remembers being recruited to sing in Brundibar, an opera
staged at Theresienstadt. Footage from a black and white movie the Nazis
recorded at the opera show an audience of thin, sad-eyed children watching
the spectacle, staged and filmed as propaganda.

The childrens’ artist teachers “would only talk about beautiful things,” recalls
Friedel Dickel Brandeis. “They made us feel we were in a different world. It
wasn’t the world we were living in.”

Students used “shreds of paper, even sacks and stolen office scraps,” along
with pencils, charcoal and paint,” and the artwork they did “helped to hold
onto sanity.”

The Nazis also assigned artistic prisoner to create posters and other propa-
ganda for Nazi ghettoes.

Some of the artists in the camps, many of them children, “secretly docu-
mented” “the real life of the ghetto”, the documentary continues.

When found, they were terribly beaten up and killed, the film continues,
showing a surviving sketch of young artists being hung.

“As Seen Through These Eyes” also notes the suffering and mass murders
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Jo-Cast Placement Consulting Services
We need prospective employers, for our live-in
caregiver/nanny workers, to take care of your loved
ones. We can provide reliable, trustworthy live-in
caregiver/nanny workers. All back ground inf.
checked thoroughly.
 We also provide foreign live-in/nanny workers.
No fees charged to the employer for processing papers.

Please call Norma
589-5850

We require live-in caregiver or nanny.
$9.00/hr.-40hr.week (room & board will be deducted)

Please call Norma
589-5850

S E N I O R S  H O M E  C A R E

I

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway Sealcoat

Service
Asphalt Driveways & Lots

Asphalt over Cement
Sealcoating & Hot
rubberize crack fill

Landscaping & small
cement jobs

Free estimates
334-2024

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through us and

receive Air Miles

Esther Weinstein
Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: wein@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
•Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

SENIORS  HOMES
HSBA

1001 Sinclair
Bach $347.00

Rosh Pina Coop
133 Matheson

3rm (1bed) $609.00
4 rm (2 bed) $714.00

All utilities inc. with rent,
elevator, balcony etc.

Astroid Mgt. 338-4671
Ext. 2227

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

V

Winnipeg Beach
5 bedrooms, over 1,600 sq ft,
great location with lake view &

large wrap around deck
Please call Jack at

896-1926

COTTAGE FOR SALE

Friendly Special Order
Services catering to the

needs and wishes of
seniors

Call Mary-Anne @
951-4144 or e-mail:

sosforseniors@mts.net
"The Help You Need"

S.O.S. for Seniors

As Seen Through These Eyes
Documentary at Jewish Film Festival shows how young artist prisoners recorded horrors of the Holocaust

A poster for “As Seen Through These
Eyes”.  When Adolf Hitler was a young
Austrian painter, he applied to and was
rejected twice by the Vienna Academy of
Fine Arts.

The Manitoba Holocaust Heritage Project sought to preserve the expe-
riences of Winnipeg Holocaust survivors in a databank at the

Holocaust Education Centre. Many responded and submitted their
story or that of their loved ones so that the information could be used
for research and be a permanent record. In some cases, where a sur-

vivor had passed away, we received information from children,
recounting a parent’s or grandparent’s Holocaust experiences. The

information received varies from two pages to thirty pages Recently,
interest has been expressed from survivors to put this information into

a written format. The book, “Voices of Winnipeg Holocaust
Survivors,” would reach a wider audience and it will make the stories
available to families, schools and libraries. The Holocaust now forms

an official part of the Manitoba curriculum and every Manitoba school
should have a book of testimony by Winnipeg Holocaust survivors for

its students to read.  
At this time, we would like to invite any survivors who have not yet

participated in the Manitoba Holocaust Heritage Project and who
would like to have their story published in this book. 

Please contact Carla Divinsky at the Holocaust Education Centre
477-7458 by April 15th 2009. 

We would be honoured to include your valuable contribution.

The Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust Education Centre 
of

The Jewish Heritage Centre

(Cont. on page 24. See “As Seen Through These Eyes”.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT



gypsies endured in the
Holocaust, as recalled by
Karl Stojka, imprisoned at
Mathausen, a death

camp in Austria at age 11, and the only member of his family to survive.
Among other horrors, he recalls and has drawn sketches of the days-long trip

to the camp in a boxcar, with 33 prisoners out of 50 dying in that preliminary
ordeal.

His dexterity as a child tailor and artistic talent saved him, too.
Simon Wiesenthal of Austria, eventually one of the world’s top pursuers of

Nazi war criminals, also recalls being spared at Mathausen, because he knew
how to draw.

At night, in his bunk, he secretly sketched the brutality, including the 186
steps prisoners were forced to climb to the camp’s entrance, with each forced
to carry a 20-kilo stone. 

Another artist interviewed described witnessing and being forced to record

gruesome operations on Nazi death camp pris-
oners, without anesthetics. Still another recalls
how musical prisoners were forced to perform
in an orchestra, to drown out the screams of
fellow prisoners dying in a nearby gas cham-
ber.

Wiesenthal and some of the other young
artist survivors managed to preserve some of
their artwork. The artists interviewed continued
to paint or draw what they remembered see-
ing, after the Holocaust, and some have had
major exhibitions of their work.

They’ve included Karl Stojka, who, like many
of the artists in the film, died before its release.

“I’ve made 10,000 pictures,” Stojka recalls
toward the end of the documentary, as he pre-
sides at an exhibit of his work. “I don’t want to
forget anything. I like to make these pictures for
the world.”

Partly thanks to “As Seen Through These Eyes”, those artist-survivors’ first-
hand documentations of the Holocaust and their memories have been pre-
served for generations to come.
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RECREATION THERAPIST
FULL – TIME POSITION

VANCOUVER

The Snider Campus of Care which offers Long Term Care and Assisted
Living to the Vancouver Jewish Community is seeking a creative,
innovative and energetic individual to provide Recreation Therapy and
program leadership.

Working primarily within the Weinberg Residence, a private Jewish
home with 40 Assisted Living suites and 20 Complex Care Units, you
will be responsible for developing, implementing and delivering
dynamic programs which support and enrich the lives of its residents.

In addition, you will work within a vibrant multidisciplinary team and
use your skills within The Louis Brier Home and Hospital, our 218 bed
Long Term Care facility.

The successful applicant will possess an extensive knowledge of Jewish
religion, culture, tradition and values and will incorporate this
knowledge into their practice.  Strong interpersonal and communication
skills are an asset.

A diploma or degree in Recreation Therapy is required.

A willingness to obtain a Class 4 BC Driver’s License is desired.

Commencement Date:  September 2009

For more information, visit
www.weinbergresidence.com and www.louisbrier.com

or contact Edy Govorchin, Leader of Recreation,
Culture and Music Therapy ph 604-267-4714.

Send resume to jfawcett@louisbrier.com

JEWISH CHILD AND
FAMILY SERVICE

REACHES OUT TO
MATURE WOMEN

JCFS is offering an eight-week group for
women who are dealing with challenging
transitions in their lives and are looking
for new direction. Taking Charge, as the
name of the group suggests, will help
women to feel empowered in an effort to
find ways to make positive changes in
their lives. The group will be led by Ruth
B Z Thomson who has a Master’s degree
in Social Work with a specialization in
working with older adults and their life
transitions within the family.

The group is open to middle aged
women (of all faiths) in their 60’s and
70’s. It is designed to help women rebuild
their lives, make new friends and become
more involved in the community. As
space is limited early registration is
encouraged. Please read the ad for details
on how to register for this group.

TTAKING CHARGE AKING CHARGE 
A WORKSHOP SERIES FOR MATURE WOMEN

An eight-week workshop for mature women to discuss issues such as
life transitions, building self esteem and developing new directions as
well as social connections. The group will empower women  to make
positive changes in their lives, meet new friends and become more
involved in community activities.

Dates:  Thursdays, April 23 to June 11 (8 weeks)

Time:  1:30 to 3:30 p.m.

Location:  Jewish Child and Family Service
Asper Jewish Community Campus

Contact Cheryl Hirsh Katz 477-7436 to register

Fee: $40.00

Group leader:  Ruth B.Z. Thomson MSW RSW

Chag 
Sameach

From 
The Jewish

Post & News

As Seen Through These Eyes
(Cont. from page 23.)

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Simon Wiesenthal was
spared at Mathausen
because he knew how
to draw.



By SHAYNA WIWIERSKI

Bartley Kives says he finds trav-
elling to developing countries
appealing because these destina-
tions are interesting, inexpensive
and not overrun by tourists. Kives,
a Winnipeg Free Press reporter
and member of our Jewish com-
munity, shared his travel advice at
a lecture titled “Off the Beaten
Track: Independent Travel without
a Tour Guide” at the Asper
Campus on March 26. Kives’s lec-
ture was the second last event of
this season’s Rady JCC Music ‘N’
Mavens Series. 

Kives, who has travelled all over
the world for business and plea-
sure, says it is necessary to take
some precautions while travelling
to underdeveloped countries. For
example, he recommends dress-
ing in an understated fashion or
wearing clothes that the locals
wear. Avoid wearing flashy jewel-
ry and using large cameras, he
says.

Kives also recommends the use
of a decoy wallet. He suggests
that, in “crazy, crowded areas
with pickpockets, have a decoy
wallet - put a tiny bit of money in
it and put the real money some-
where else. If someone comes up
and begs for money they will see
that there’s not a lot in there and
leave you alone.”

Kives (who has visited places in
Canada, the United States, South
America, Europe, and the Middle
East) is the author of A Daytripper’s Guide to Manitoba: Exploring
Canada’s Undiscovered Province. As a newspaper columnist, he writes
about civic politics, food and travel. 

Kives highly recommends staying away from all-inclusive resorts and
travelling independently.

“For me, an all-inclusive [means], you have no incentive to leave. It’s
like a piece of Canada or the U.S. stuck on somewhere,” he says.

The best way to research a destination, Kives says, is to make use of the
internet and websites such as Trip Advisor because they offer the per-
spectives of real people who have travelled there before. Another
resource he recommends is travel books, bearing in mind that they are
good only for information on museums, hiking trails, and national parks,
because those things never change. For restaurant reviews, he says it is
worthwhile checking out newspaper and magazine archives, as they are
the most accurate.

Kives also says it is a good idea to talk to people you know about a
given destination, including travel agents since they can help you with
flights, especially if you are using Air Miles. Another tip he gives is figur-
ing out in advance where to stay on the first night of your arrival.

For understanding a country’s politics, Kives suggests guidebooks such
as Lonely Planet, but says that they are not gospel and must be taken with
a grain of salt. An example he gives is so-called “bad neighborhoods.”

“Friendly people take care of you because you are in a bad neighbor-
hood. People are predisposed to be nice to travelers. But at night, all bets
are off,” says Kives.

Choosing the best method of travel is also important. According to
Kives, rental cars are good, but foot travel, bicycles, and busing is better,
especially in Central America where it is cheap. 

Kives also emphasizes packing light: “I’m at the airport with my back-
pack and there are families there with stuff they can’t possibly use,” he
says.

The first thing a traveler should do when arriving at a destination,
according to Kives, is to go to a public market if there is one and stock
up with fresh food.

“Eat what they [the locals] eat. North Americans go to restaurants and
get sick and people who eat from the markets laugh at them. Markets are

inexpensive and you can meet
other tourists at them,” he says.

Also, Kives says travelers should
take note of cultural food differ-
ences in differing countries. For
example, Kives notes, Egyptians
eat beans for breakfast and waffles
are merely dessert.

So when is the best time to trav-
el? Kives says that depends on the
destination. In low seasons there
may be nothing to do, as there is
nothing open in some places. In
general, however, Kives recom-
mends in-between seasons. “It’s
half price because it’s empty.
People are getting ready for the
high season,” he says

John and Janine Pennington
were two people who attended
Kives’s talk. “We wanted to hear
how other people travel. We don’t
often talk to other people that trav-
el,” said John Pennington.

“You’re not told how dangerous
places are where you’re travelling.
It was a reinforcement of some tips
we were already aware of. In
terms of being more adventurous,
it gave us an urge to do that,” said
Janine Pennington.

The Rady JCC Music ‘N’ Mavens
Series is in its 11th season.
Producer Karla Berbrayer says the
series is designed for individuals
who are looking for interesting
talks or musical performances to
attend that take place in the after-
noon. 

“There are plenty of things to do
in the evenings but not in the after-

noon. People have time to come in the afternoon and are looking for
some cultural stimulation,” says Berbrayer. 

Shayna Wiwierski is a member of Winnipeg’s Jewish community, and a
first year student of communications at Red River College.
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Passover Feature Stories

Bernie Bellan,  Rhonda Spivak
Tove Silver,   Diana Vincent

& Robbie Mazo

Happy Passover
to the

Jewish community
from

The Management & Staff

Off the Beaten Track with Bartly Kives: Tips for Travelers

Bartley Kives recommends the use of a decoy wallet when travelling
to developing countries.
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Charles Freeman, former U.S. ambas-
sador to Saudi Arabia, withdrew his name
from consideration to head the National
Intelligence Council, the top intelligence
analysis position in the United States.
Although Freeman maintains that he with-
drew for his own reasons and was not coerced
by any individual or organization to do so, he
was quick to assign blame to the “Israel
lobby” for his ultimate decision to withdraw,

contradicting himself in a bizarre and unusual way.
Freeman has had a long and distinguished career in the United States’

public service. He served as President Nixon’s interpreter during Nixon’s
1972 visit to China. He went on to serve as the ambassador to Saudi
Arabia during Operation: Desert Storm under President George Herbert
Walker Bush’s administration, and became the Assistant Secretary of
Defence for International Affairs under the Clinton administration. With
such a vast accumulation of political experience in very high positions,
Freeman’s nomination by Dennis Blair, President Obama’s Director of
National Intelligence, seemed highly logical and appropriate. However,
certain elements of Freeman’s past caused many in the U.S.
Administration and Congress, as well as others, to question the wisdom
of his appointment for such a sensitive post.

Nancy Pelosi, the current Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives, was highly critical of his nomination because of some
questionable remarks he made regarding the Tiananmen Square mas-
sacre in 1989. Pelosi, who has been heavily involved in the pro-democ-
racy and human rights movement in China, drew attention to statements

Freeman made
where he sympa-
thized with the
Chinese govern-
ment’s repressive
policies to quell dis-
sents. Moreover, Wei
Jingsheng, a well-
known, pro-democra-
cy advocate in China,
was very vocal in his
opposition to
Freeman’s appoint-
ment, and had con-
tacted the Obama
administration along
with 87 other
Chinese dissidents to
express their concern.
However, the Chi-
nese connection does
not end there.
Freeman had served
as a paid advisor on
the advisory board of
the state-owned
China National Off-
shore Oil Corpor-
ation, which also has
ties with Iran, leading
many to question his
ability to provide
unbiased intelligence
information.

Following Free-
man’s tenure as U.S.
ambassador to Saudi
Arabia, Freeman

maintained close connections
with members of the Saudi
royal family. Freeman headed
the Washington-based think
tank, the Middle East Policy
Council (MEPC), which is
known to be supportive of the
Saudi regime and highly hostile
to Israel. Freeman’s personal
opinions on international
affairs are one thing, but what
has drawn much suspicion is
what appears to be a financial
conflict of interest between
Freeman and Saudi Arabia,
which many suspected would
hinder his impartiality  as top
intelligence analyst. 

To illustrate the concerns of
many who opposed his
appointment, during a 2007
trip to Saudi Arabia, Prince
Alwaleed bin Talal pledged to
donate over $1 million towards
the MEPC. Freeman himself
credited King Abdullah – who
he has affably referred to as
“Abdullah the Great” – for-
keeping MEPC “financially
viable.”

However, even with all these
criticisms and concerns in
mind, Freeman could have

accepted the position regardless, and simply accepted the reality of pub-
lic life – that criticism is a part of the job. This was not, however, Freeman’s
reaction. Instead of focusing on the crux of the criticism he faced – name-
ly his attitude towards human rights in China and his financial dealings
with foreign powers – he chose to single out the “Israel lobby” for criti-
cism. In a scathing e-mail published online by Foreign Affairs, he claimed
that the Israel lobby used devious, underhanded, and immoral methods to
discredit his candidacy for the National Intelligence Council position. 

He also made the preposterous claim that, in American public dis-
course, it is impossible to oppose any Israeli policies. He finally explained
that he is unwilling to serve in an administration which he claims will not
be able to best serve the U.S., but will rather serve the Israel lobby.
Freeman would lead U.S. to believe that the Israel lobby can force the
hand of the Obama administration to do what is best for Israel, ahead and
instead of what is best for the United States. 

Freeman accused this lobby of “character assassination,” “selective mis-
quotation,” “willful distortion of the record,” “fabrication of falsehoods”
and an “utter disregard for the truth.” He levelled very little criticism at the
members of Congress, pro-democracy advocates in China, Nancy Pelosi
and others. Even those who were critical of Israel questioned his candi-
dacy for various reasons, yet they are excluded in his final analysis as to
why he turned down the job. In the end, he chose to step down, but
blamed a lobby, which had he not stepped down, would not have “got-
ten their way.” What is of particular interest here is that the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) – the largest pro-Israel lobby in the U.S.
– made no statement regarding his nomination at all, making his claim
that the “omnipresent” Israel lobby was behind his decision to withdraw
all the more ludicrous. In the end, he is blaming others, and specifically
the pro-Israel lobby, for a decision he made himself.

Despite the loud and vocal criticism against Freeman’s appointment,
which came predominantly from Chinese pro-democracy advocates and
critics of his financial connections to foreign regimes, it is very telling that
Freeman chose to blame one group in particular. In a CNN interview with
Fareed Zakaria, Freeman claimed that he could differentiate between his
personal politics and the intelligence needs of the United States.
However, it is difficult for many to trust an individual with an obvious
affection for the Saudi regime and financial connections to a Chinese
state-owned oil company. His immediate attack on the Israel lobby mere-
ly confirms the suspicions of the many pro-Israel groups in the United
States, both on the right and the left of the spectrum, as well as other
mainstream Americans – that Freeman may be in the pocket of regimes
which are potentially hostile to the United States, or at least, their strate-
gic interests, not to mention his inability to provide a fair, accurate and
unbiased analysis of crucial intelligence information. By claiming his
ability to analyze issues impartially in the same breath as criticizing this
lobby in particular, to the exclusion of the other lobbies and individuals
who were opposed to his appointment, he confirms that he was not the
best man for the job. Americans of all political stripes can only hope that
a more qualified person can take up the position, with a far less dubious
record and questionable allegiances.

Former Winnipegger Ran Ukashi has a M.A. in political studies from the
U of M.

Comment

Warm Wishes for a Happy Passover 
from the Board and Staff of 

Jewish Child and Family Service

To all our Donors, Friends
and Families during the
Passover festivities

CHAG SAMEACH 
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Freeman’s Folly
By

RAN UKASHI

Charles Freeman, former U.S. ambas-
sador to Saudi Arabia withdrew his
name from consideration to head the
U.S.’s National Intelligence Council.
He blamed the Israel lobby.
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Community news

By
SHARON CHISVIN 

In a gesture that
appears unprece-
dented in the
Winnipeg Jewish
community, Camp
Massad is offering
two completely free
weeks of camp to
16 immigrant chil-
dren this summer.
All of the children
have settled in
Winnipeg within
the last five years
and all will be
attending Massad
for their first time.

Massad is able to
reach out to young
new community
members in this
unique way thanks
to a $20,000 grant
that it received from
the Swiss-based
Dorothea Gould
Foundation. 

This was the second year in a row that this foundation made monies
available to Canadian Jewish communities in order to assist them in
creating and supporting programs designed to integrate immigrant
youth into community life. Massad received a smaller Dorothea

Gould grant last year and used the money to subsidize camp fees for
several immigrant children.

Both this year and last, Massad’s request for funding was endorsed
by the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg. Three other local agencies -
B’nai Brith Camp, Machon Madrichim and the Rady JCC - also suc-
cessfully applied for and received Dorothea Gould funding in 2009.

In the last few years the Winnipeg Jewish community has welcomed
hundreds of immigrants from South America, Eastern Europe and
Israel. For most of these newcomers, the inherent costs of immigration
and resettlement make the cost of residential summer camp prohibi-
tive for at least the first few years after their arrival.

The only criteria attached to Massad’s new initiative, however, are
that campers must be new to the country and new to the camp. 

“Receiving this grant was an opportunity to eliminate cost as a bar-
rier to kids experiencing camp,” explains Massad co-president Ivy
Kopstein. “Without this opportunity, these families could not opt for
camp given the expenses they are already incurring.”

Diego Skladnik, a recent immigrant from Argentina and a member
of the Camp Massad Board of Directors since last fall, is proud of
Massad’s new initiative. Although his children are still too young for
overnight camp, he appreciates the significance of what Massad is
doing and the impact that it will have on newcomer families.

“Since we have to start new lives here, the financial aspect is not a
minor thing,” he explains. 

“Camp Massad is very sensitive to the challenges involved for each
family in the immigration process,” Skladnik adds. “By giving kids
with financial challenges the possibility to enjoy a Jewish summer
camp - as any other Jewish kids - Massad is opening a door for our
kids to the community and to feeling that they belong.”

Massad advertised its free session via email with the assistance of
staff at Jewish Child and Family Service and Jewish Federation. The
limited spots filled up quickly, with several families registering their
children as soon as they heard of the offer. These children attend a
variety of schools and live in a variety of Winnipeg neighbourhoods

that are not typically populated by Jewish
families.

Jewish Federation recently identified the
integration of immigrants, engagement of
Jewish youth in organized community life,
and the development of informal Jewish edu-
cational opportunities among its main priori-
ties for the coming years. In a single gesture
Massad has indicated its willingness to sup-
port Federation in all these areas. “This ini-
tiative relates very well to Federation’s goals
for the community,” Kopstein says proudly.

Of course, she adds, the Massad Board of
Directors also hopes that once these new-
comers experience Massad they will want to
return summer after summer, and will
encourage others to attend as well. Ideally,
once their families are better settled, they
will be able and pleased to pay for at least
part of their children’s time at Massad.

“Once introduced to the Massad experi-
ence the campers and their families will see
what Jewish camping does for their child,”
Kopstein adds. 

“Massad, after all, is not only about having
the best time participating in regular camp-
ing activities, but also about being able to
connect with other Jewish kids and together
experience the beauty of our culture and
prayer in a nurturing but informal environ-
ment.”

Camp Massad Offers Camp For Free

Children visit Camp Massad last summer. This
year Camp Massad is giving 16 immigrant
children a chance to go for free.
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In just four months,
Lynn Roseman, “The
Cemetery Lady” par
excellence has suc-
ceeded in accom-
plishing a gargantuan
task on a volunteer
basis. She, and her
team of volunteers,

has managed to photograph and digitilize all
of the more than 17,000 Jewish graves in
Manitoba, and as a result Roseman is the
Jewish Heritage Centre [JHC]’s nominee for
this year’s Shem Tov Award. 

Roseman’s project for the JHC is unique:
while a few Jewish communities in Canada
have photographed single cemeteries, this
project includes all the Jewish cemeteries in
Manitoba. 

A petite woman with auburn hair,
Roseman’s eyes sparkle with passion when
she speaks of the special project to which
she devoted 100’s of hours. 

“The most important thing to me is that the
Cemetery Project has ended up being a pic-
torial yizkor,” she says. Roseman is pleased
to “be able to provide [information] so
someone can name their child in an appro-
priate manner” or to help a person who is a
cohen and therefore unable to enter the
cemetery, to research his or her family histo-
ry.

The database is a huge resource for the
Heritage Centre. Last year, over 600
inquiries came in from all over the world,
mostly by e-mail. The information is provid-
ed at nominal cost. 

Roseman says the benefit of the project is
that we are now able to “bring home a com-
munity that... has spread out all over the
world...” She believes that “you can’t truly
understand yourself until you know where
you’ve come from,” and that this under-
standing extends beyond the previous gen-
eration. 

Roseman came to Winnipeg in 1993,
when she married Winnipeg’s Ken Roseman

Interested in genealogy since Grade Six,
Roseman joined the Manitoba Genealogical
Society as soon as she came here. She had
already traced her own family’s history back
to her ancestors’ arrival to Canada in the six-
teenth century, and started to work on her
husband’s family tree. 

For Roseman, going to the Jewish cemeteries to carry out this project
and glean relevant information was not depressing but gave a valuable
sense of continuity and comfort. 

When she contacted the synagogues for information, Roseman met
Louis Kessler and Bev Rayburn, who were also working on Jewish
genealogy. The three approached the JHC with their idea for a ceme-
tery project. In 1995, they received a grant from Manitoba Heritage

and, in the course of
two years, took about
15, 000 photos,
which were printed,
sorted, and cata-
logued. A decade
later, people kept
asking for updates, so
last year Lynn and
her group carried out
“Round Two.”

Thanks to digital

cameras, it was an easier and faster task
than before. Digital cameras also yielded
much better quality photos, especially for
hard-to-read inscriptions on marble stones.
The small group of dedicated volunteers
(usually about a half dozen) persisted in this
task, undeterred by inclement weather. 

“We had everything happen to keep you
out of cemeteries that could, including
flooding and skunks”, Lynn laughs, “but we
worked around it.” 

There was no cash cost whatsoever to the
JHC since the volunteers absorbed the costs
of camera equipment, disks, transfer and
delivery. Roseman was always there, with
her car trunk full of wipes, tissues and anti-
histamines. She also thoughtfully provided
small stones for volunteers to leave on the
graves of people they recognized. Many of
the volunteers were affected by the nature
of this project (especially photographing
the baby sections), so “every day was chal-
lenging, emotionally and physically”. 

Roseman and her team photographed the
cemeteries of B’nai Abraham, Hebrew Sick,
Rosh Pina, Shaarey Zedek, Temple Shalom
(at Chapel Lawn) , Children of Israel (in
Transcona), as well as cemeteries at Bender
Hamlet, Brandon and Morden. 

She and her husband Ken, who has been
a willing and valuable support to his wife,
also trekked through Hillside Cemetery in
Portage la Prairie in an unsuccessful search
for Jewish graves. 

Lynn noted the symbolism of many head-
stones -such as that of Lee Saidman, of
“Sam the Camera Man” at the Hebrew Sick
Cemetery- which was in the shape of a cam-
era. Saidman had worked on the first pro-
ject before passing away. In the Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery, stones in the shape of
truncated trees mark the graves of young
people who died without ever having chil-
dren. 

The indexed list of the graves enables sort-
ing by first or last name, cemetery, (section,
row, plot), maiden name, date of birth or
death. Roseman is still hard at work, metic-
ulously refining the data base. There is a
reciprocal agreement between the JHC and
the synagogues, who will provide annual
updates for the data base, as well as access
to records of the Chesed Shel Emes. 

An additional benefit of Roseman’s project
was that the records from the first project, i.e. the photos of the origi-
nal stones, allowed the Hebrew Sick Cemetery to replace 35 or so
stones that were badly vandalized in 1999. 

Roseman says, “Nothing gives me greater pleasure than to be able to
help somebody find a little bit about their roots. It puts a personal
touch on
history...The reward
is so huge that I
would encourage
any other historical
society who is inter-
ested in doing this
kind of project to
just go ahead and do
it. It isn’t that hard!” 

Chana Thau is a
local freelance
writer.

Community news

Lynn Roseman: “Cemetery Lady” Par Excellence
‘

Lee Saidman, who was “Sam The Cameraman”
had his headstone made into the shape of a
camera. Photo courtesy of Lynn Roseman.

Volunteer Lynn Roseman and her team of vol-
unteers have managed to photograph and digi-
tilize all of the more than 17,000 Jewish graves
in Manitoba. Roseman is the Jewish Heritage
Centre’s nominee for this year’s Shem Tov
Award Photo courtesy of Lynn Roseman.

She has nearly completed a project of photographing and cataloguing all of Manitoba’s
17,000 Jewish Graves; Project Has Numerous Benefits for Jewish Heritage Centre 

By

CHANA THAU
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By RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON (JTA) -

There are no fissures yet
between the young Obama
and Netanyahu administra-
tions, but political geologists
are mapping the fault lines.

So far, two major potentials
for quakes have emerged,
both having to do with tim-
ing: One concerns the pace
of negotiating Palestinian
statehood; the other has to do
with projections about when
Iran’s alleged nuclear pro-
gram becomes irrevocably
dangerous.

The potential for differences
about talks with the
Palestinians emerged last week when Avigdor Lieberman, the nativist
who ran to Benjamin Netanyahu’s right during the election, gave his
maiden speech as foreign minister.

“There is one document that binds us and it is not the Annapolis
Conference,” Lieberman said on April 1, a day after the new govern-
ment was sworn in, referring to the process launched in late 2007 by
the Bush administration. “That has no validity.”

Instead, he said, Israel was bound by the “road map,” the outline for
a two-state solution launched by President George W. Bush in 2003.
“It is a binding resolution and it binds this government as well,” he
said, referring to the U.N. Security Council resolution that sanctified
the road map.

Israeli officials and pro-Israel officials in Washington strove last

week to emphasize
Lieberman’s embrace of the
“road map” as the first con-
crete sign that the
Netanyahu government was
committed to a two-state
solution. Netanyahu’s
refusal before assuming
power to make it a pillar of
his foreign policy – a refusal
that drove the moderate
Kadima Party away from the
coalition – had stirred White
House anxiety.

In fact, however,
Lieberman’s explicit – even
derisive – rejection of the
Annapolis process signaled
a possible major strategic

difference between the United States and Israel.
The road map had emphasized sequencing, a major concession to

Israeli demands that the Palestinian Authority shows it is capable of
containing terrorist violence before it achieves statehood. The previ-
ous administrations in both countries – Olmert in Israel and Bush in
the United States – agreed to leapfrog the sequencing requirement
after Hamas forced moderates out of the Gaza Strip in 2006; it was no
longer considered reasonable to expect Mahmoud Abbas, the P.A.
president, to be responsible for controlling an area where his forces
had no presence.

The result was the Annapolis process, which encouraged the sides to
come up with final status solutions as a means of enticing Gaza
Palestinians to reject the militancy of their Hamas overlords.

“What Annapolis does is, it takes the road map’s phases as the basis
for implementation but seeks to define the endgame first,” said David
Makovsky, a senior analyst at the Washington Institute for Near East
Policy think tank.

Lieberman made it clear that was off the table: Israel was returning
to an expectation of a holistic end to violence before it agreed to
advance the peace process.

“I will never agree to our waiving all the clauses – I believe there are
48 of them – and going directly to the last clause, negotiations on a
permanent settlement,” he said. “No. These concessions do not
achieve anything. We will adhere to it to the letter, exactly as written.
Clauses one, two, three, four – dismantling terrorist organizations,
establishing an effective government, making a profound constitution-
al change in the Palestinian Authority.”
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Mapping the possible Netanyahu-Obama fault lines

(Cont. on page 30. See “Netanyahu-Obama”.)

In this handout image provided by the Israel Aerospace Industries
(IAI), an Arrow anti-missile missile is launched from a testing
ground on April 7, 2009 in central Israel. The Defense Ministry con-
firmed the successful test of the anti-missile system designed to pro-
tect the country from attack by Iran. Credit: IAI / BPH IMAGES.



The response from the Obama administration was swift and
came from its highest reaches – the president himself.

“Let me be clear: The United States strongly supports the
goal of two states, Israel and Palestine, living side by side in

peace and security,” Obama said in an address on Monday to the Turkish parliament. “That is
a goal shared by Palestinians, Israelis, and people of goodwill around the world. That is a goal
that the parties agreed to in the road map and at Annapolis. That is a goal that I will actively
pursue as president of the United States.”

Mentioning Annapolis was no coincidence, Makovsky said.
“For the United States, that has worked on this process for the last couple of years, it’s an

important dimension,” he said. “Obama’s speech in Turkey was a bid to define where the
United States stands.”

There were signs that the issue was not about to disappear. Netanyahu issued a statement sub-
sequent to Obama’s speech that did not reference the speech and that was emphatically vague.

“Israel appreciates President Obama’s commitment to Israel’s security and to the pursuit of
peace,” it said. “The Government of Israel is committed to both of these goals and will formu-
late its policies in the near future so as to work closely with the United States towards achiev-
ing these common objectives.”

A minister from Netanyahu’s Likud Party sounded a more belligerent tone. “Israel does not
take orders from Obama,” Gilad Erdan, the environmental affairs minister, told the Jerusalem
Post after Obama’s speech. “In voting for Netanyahu, the citizens of Israel have decided that
they will not become the U.S.’s 51st state.”

Obama has been careful to emphasize that he will take into account Israeli concerns. During
his campaign, he enjoyed reminding reporters that he likes making difficult points to con-
stituencies that may not be happy to hear what he has to say. That was evident Tuesday when
he told a roundtable of Turkish university students pressing him on the close U.S.-Israel alliance
that he rejected those who would reflexively dismiss Israel’s concerns.

“In the Muslim world, this notion that somehow everything is the fault of the Israelis lacks
balance – because there’s two sides to every question,” Obama said. “That doesn’t mean that
sometimes one side has done something wrong and should not be condemned. But it does
mean there’s always two sides to an issue. I say the same thing to my Jewish friends, which is
you have to see the perspective of the Palestinians.”

It’s not clear yet how mainstream pro-Israel groups and their friends in Congress would line
up should a fissure emerge. One shot across the bow came in the form of a letter Monday from
U.S. Rep. Eliot Engel (D-N.Y.), published in the Washington Post.

“For a two-state solution to become a reality, Palestinians in both the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip must recognize the right of Israel to exist as a Jewish state,” Engel said. “They must also
renounce terrorism and understand that they cannot use terrorism as a negotiating tool to

achieve their state. The Palestinians must also agree to abide by all
previous agreements signed by their leadership.”

He concluded with an allusion to pressures on Israel to come up
with a final status document: “Peace will come to that region of the
world when both sides recognize each other’s right to exist in peace
and security. It will not come from pressuring Israel to make unilater-
al concessions in return for worthless promises or worthless pieces of
paper.”

Dovish pro-Israel groups, including J Street and the Israel Policy
Forum, were already lining up behind the White House.

The Israel Policy Forum sent a letter on Monday to Hillary Rodham
Clinton, the secretary of state, and Daniel Shapiro, the chief Israel-
Palestinian officer at the National Security Council, asking them to
urge Netanyahu to abjure settlement expansion and the Palestinians to
prevent violence and stop incitement. The letter comes amid reports
that Netanyahu struck a secret deal with Lieberman to build a settle-
ment in “E1,” a plot of land that bridges Jerusalem and the Ma’aleh
Adumim settlement – and that Palestinians say will strangle a north-
south corridor that is critical to a viable state.

On Iran, for the time being, the sides are on the same page.
Netanyahu, in an interview with the Atlantic magazine just prior to
assuming government, embraced Obama’s diplomatic outreach to
Iran as a means – joined with tough sanctions – of getting the Islamic
Republic to stand down from building a nuclear bomb.

“How you achieve this goal is less important than achieving it,”
Netanyahu told The Atlantic’s Jeffrey Goldberg. “I think the Iranian
economy is very weak, which makes Iran susceptible to sanctions that
can be ratcheted up by a variety of means.”

The Israelis and the Americans have acknowledged differences over
when Iran crosses a red line. Israel says it is when Iran achieves the
capability to manufacture highly enriched uranium, which may be as
soon as the fall; Americans have set as the danger point Iran’s capa-
bility of delivering a nuclear device, which U.S. officials have pro-
jected might not happen until 2015. Iran is believed to already have
the capacity to manufacture enough low-enriched uranium for one
bomb.

Makovsky said the time to watch for how U.S. and Israeli polices
interact will be toward the fall; should Israel charge that Iran is, by that
time, manufacturing highly enriched uranium, it might expect the
United States to walk away from any diplomatic outreach it has
extended to Iran. “Because Israel is the one that’s threatened existen-
tially, Israel has an earlier red line,” he said. “I’m not saying the United
States will resist getting up from the table – but Israel will want tthe
United States to leave the table if there’s no breakthrough.”
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By GARY HILL
Special to The Jewish Post & News

Jewish fundraising is not about money;
rather it is about what money can buy. It
is my contention that we solicit people for
funds for three reasons - at least within the
Jewish community: 

1. To educate people about a need or
worthy activity. Even when raising money
for something obvious, remember that
often many people, including prospective
donors do not know the full extent of an
organization’s services or reach. Often it
is important to remind ourselves that what
we do for the most vulnerable in our com-
munity defines who we are as a people
and from where the strength of our com-
munity comes.

2. To establish and strengthen our sense
of community. We are a community
linked together by common philosophies
and moral principles. There is no better
way to let a person feel a part of our com-
munity than by enabling them to be
included in the building of our social and
cultural institutions.

3. Money - OK, so part of fundraising is
about money - one of the tools needed to
provide services and allow our institu-
tions to function properly.
Know Your Organization

People, including those soliciting others and working closely with
the organization seeking funding must start with the basics. First, we
need to know what the organization is and why it exists. Who serves
on the board ? Who are the staff? Does the organization operate effi-
ciently and is it cost effective? Who are the volunteers, the clients, and
what services are rendered? Why is it important to the community? 

My grandfather was a generous man who gave to Jewish organiza-
tions without ever asking what they did or how wisely they spent his
donations. He gave because tzedakah was a way of life for a Jew.
Today, however, most people want to know more details or at least be
assured that their money will be spent wisely, and not feed a bureau-
cracy. Fundraisers must be prepared to explain an organization’s oper-
ation, and why it is credible. Generally, donors do not give to “caus-
es” or projects, but to people - people who need the support and/or
people whom they trust to use the donation wisely.
Do Your Homework

Before calling on your prospective donor, find out something about
him or her. You need to know if the amount you are asking them to
consider is reasonable. If you are asking for between $18 and $100
you can generally feel your request is within reason. 

However, if you are asking for much larger amounts, it would help
to know what the person has given in the past - either to your cause
or similar causes. It would be appropriate to find out what the person
does in his or her work and civic activities. Does the person work in
an industry experiencing an economic downturn? Does anyone in the
family have a major medical problem? Is the person active in another
group? When a person is active in a cause, they generally feel (rightly
so) that they should support that cause financially.

It is also good to know what the person’s interests and affiliations
are. Have they or any family members been active in your group?
Eyeball-to-Eyeball

Most of us like to save time and contact prospective donors by
phone. This is OK if the only goal of your contact is to get money.
However, as indicated at the outset, I firmly believe that education
and building a sense of community are the most important part of the
solicitation. Those goals can only be met by face to face interaction.
The phone does not provide an opportunity to read a persons reaction
to what you are discussing and to help you know when to provide
more information or to give a prospective donor an effective opportu-
nity to tell their story and ask questions important to them. 

After making sure your prospective donor, understands your cause,
it is time to listen. Getting the prospective donor to talk about your
cause allows you to understand how others see what your organiza-
tion does and provides feedback, which can assist your organization

in improving its practices and image.
Equally important, when the prospective
donor has to talk about your cause, that
individual will think about it in more
depth than if they were only a passive lis-
tener. For example, you can ask, “Why
have you been such a good supporter of
our organization in the past?” This lets the
person think in depth and consider your
group’s accomplishments. “What would
you like to see us do to increase the ser-
vices we provide?” The answer to this
question is exactly why the prospect
should consider joining with you in mak-
ing a gift.

To take an hour or so of your time to
visit with someone in person to get a gift
of $18 may not seem worthwhile or “cost
effective.” It’s not if your goal is only the
dollars. However, to spend an hour or so
discussing something that is important to
both of you and the community is never
a waste of time.
We Are in This Together

Those of us who solicit know the first
rule is “you don’t ask someone else to
contribute until after you have made your
own gift.” This is important for your fellow
community member to understand, and
also it is good to point out that you are
volunteering your time. A good opening

to a solicitation conversation is, “When I volunteered to work with X
organization, I did so because . . .” 

You may ask a prospective donor to “join with me” in making a cer-
tain gift. You hope that if you consider the cause worthy of your finan-
cial support, they also will.
Never Forget Jewish Values

If we are raising money for Jewish causes, we should do so on Jewish
values. Judaism does not allow those of us seeking tzedakah to embar-
rass or pressure a person to give more than that person can afford.
Judaism does not allow gossip - we are not to talk about how cheap a
person is who does not support our cause in the way we think they
should. The Jewish world I know does not want me to denigrate anoth-
er organization in order to get someone to give more to my cause and
less to another worthy one.

Rabbi Assi said, “Tzedakah is as important as all the other com-
mandments put together.” The Shulchan Aruch, the Code of Jewish
Law, tells us, “If a person convinces others to give, their reward is even
greater than when they simply give on their own.”

The end of a successful solicitation is not how much money the per-
son decides to contribute. Rather it is a mutual understanding that the
cause is important and the organization is credible, and both parties
want to be part of it. If this happens, both parties part with a good feel-
ing and the needed support, financial and personal, will follow.
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How to Fundraise in the Jewish World

Gary Hill visited Winnipeg this winter to speak as
part of the Jewish Federation’s Boardwalking pro-
gram. The program is an initiative designed to
enhance the skills of younger board members in our
Jewish community organizations. In this article,
Hill gives advice on how to successfully fundraise
for Jewish organizations. Hill, a Jewish American, is
the President of CEJA Inc., a consulting business.



By MYRON LOVE 

While dealing with domestic
abuse within our Jewish commu-
nity was the topic of the weekly
Shmoozer’s View program at the
Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre on Monday, March 30,
some of the information provided
is certainly useful for all readers
who would like to enjoy a worry-
free old age.

In order to avoid being taken
advantage of in old age - or
should you become disabled -
Jewish Child and Family Service
social worker Gail Thau suggested
you take measures such as arrang-
ing to have cheques deposited
directly into your bank and bills
also paid automatically out of
your account. She recommended making an appointment with a lawyer
to put your affairs in order and discussing future plans and wishes with
your lawyer, doctor, family and friends.

It’s important that someone you trust has power of attorney to handle
your affairs if need be.

She urged seniors in particular to have their own phones (should they
be living with family rather than on their own) to maintain some priva-
cy, open their own mail, develop a “buddy” system with a neighbour to
keep an eye on each other and each other’s homes and keep in touch
with friends and encourage visitors. She also suggested that seniors who
own property should sell it only when they want to and not because
someone else thinks they should.

The presentation at the Gwen Secter was part of an initiative launched

by the JCFS a few months ago
aimed at highlighting the inci-
dence of domestic abuse in the
community.

“Domestic abuse is a well-kept
secret in the Jewish community,”
said Al Benarroch, clinical direc-
tor of the Jewish Child and Family
Services, who quoted from the
Torah and Talmud to illustrate
Judaism’s strong opposition to
domestic abuse. “We formed a
coalition of different organiza-
tions, including the Gwen Secter,
to try to raise more awareness of
and better address the issue.”

Although one would most likely
associate domestic abuse with
violence against women - and/or
children and seniors, Benarroch
noted that violence is only a small

part of it. Domestic abuse at bottom is about power and control - in
almost all cases, men controlling women. Domestic abuse can take
numerous forms, including constant criticism, keeping control of the
household finances and isolating your partner from friends and family.

Where seniors are concerned, abuse can take the form of rough han-
dling or hitting, treating the senior like a child, taking money or proper-
ty by trickery or threats and isolating the senior from other family and
friends. One abusive situation - although perhaps unattended - is when
the care giver of a senior has to go to work during the day and leaves
that senior without food for the day - or someone to help the senior with
lunch.

“It becomes more difficult for a senior when he loses his indepen-
dence and has to rely on family or friends for rides to doctors’ appoint-
ments, friends’ homes or synagogue,” Thau said.

Thau noted that studies show that 78% of elder abuse victims are over
70 and that 70% of victims are women. In some cases, that abuse is part
of a lifelong situation. In other cases, the abuse begins when the hus-
band retires and becomes frustrated and angry because he doesn’t know
what to do with his time.

Adult children can also be the abusers. Thau reported that in Israel,
many adult children keep their parents in their homes when they should
be in nursing homes because the children don’t want to have to give up
the parent’s house. That is reflective of the tough economic conditions
for many Israelis.

Thau suggested that seniors who feel that they are being abused can
phone the Senior Abuse Hotline(956-6440) or the JCFS (477-7430). She
also noted that Age and Opportunity has a “safe suite” available for
seniors trying to escape abusive domestic situations. 

JCFS Presentation Suggests Steps Seniors can Take to Avoid Becoming Victims

Jewish Child and Family Service workers Gail Thau and Al Benarroch
doing presentation on domestic abuse at Gwen Secter Creative
Living Centre. 
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By MARTIN ZEILIG

Rabbi Dr. David Seidenberg warned
that it’s “almost too late” to avoid global
warming, but “it’s not too late to create a
society that cares enough to mitigate its
impact.” 

Seidenberg, was in Winnipeg recently
as part of a collaboration of several
departments at the University of
Manitoba ( Jewish Studies Research
Circle, Dept. of History, Dept. of
Religion and University College), as well
as AdaMah,nitoba - a Jewish ecology
and environmental organization. 

Seidenberg, a resident of
Massachusetts, was ordained by the
Jewish Theological Seminary [JTS] and
Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi.

“I think our children are going to have
tremendous struggles in righting the
wrongs we’ve committed against the
Earth,” said Seidenberg, who has a doc-
torate in Ecotheology and Jewish
Mysticism from the JTS.

Seidenberg is an “itinerant rabbi,” whose “ work is through my web-
site neohasid.org.” He is married to a pulpit Rabbi and they have one
young child. 

On Saturday March 14, Seidenberg performed a “Cosmic Walk
Ritual” for about 15-20 people after havdallah, Seuda Shlishit (The
third meal of Shabbat) and taking part in a program “Can We Save the
Earth?” 

Willow Aster, a co-founder of AdaMah,nitoba described the Cosmic
Walk Ritual: “He [Rabbi Seidenberg] takes a length of rope and lays it
out on the ground in a spiral form. Then, we place candles along the
rope with the inner parts of the spiral representing the Big Bang (the
generally accepted scientific explanation for how the universe came
into existence) and then place candles proportionally along the rest of
the rope to indicate when other things happened along the space-time
continuum. Then, we walk the spiral and discuss our experience and
how it feels to have humanity come into existence on this final part of
the rope. The experience is intended to have us understand our place
in the cosmos and how very new and significant that is.” 

The fourty-five year old Seidenberg, described the Torah as essen-
tially a covenant of an indigenous people with both God and the land. 

“Its foundation is to have the right relationship with the Earth,” he
said.

“This is embodied in the centre of the covenant.”
According to Seidenberg, “Kabbalah is founded on the idea that the

commandments of the Torah are given for the sake of restoring or heal-
ing the whole cosmos and reuniting it with the Infinite.” 

On Mar. 15th, Seidenberg led a discussion about a “Kabbalistic
Model of Redemption Through Gender Liberation,” also attended by
15-20 people. In it, Rabbi Seidenberg laid out interpretations of Judaic

texts that suggest that it is a man’s
responsibility to resist when a
woman is given an inferior posi-
tions. 

U of M Professor Ben Baader,
(Dept. of History) explained that
Seidenberg led the participants
through teachings on Kabbalistic
interpretations of the Midrash
according to which the light of
the moon was diminished in
relation to that of the sun, since
“2 rulers cannot share one
crown,” meaning the (male) sun
and the (female) moon cannot be
equal.” In distinction to apolo-
getic strategies, Rabbi
Seidenberg pointed to an alter-
native reading of Biblical and
rabbinic texts, according to
which the sun committed a sin
by not protesting when God
diminished the moon. According
to this teaching, it is the respon-
sibility of men to resist when

women are assigned inferior positions. 
During his visit, Seidenberg was part of an interfaith event on eco-

logical justice at Canadian Mennonite University. He also spoke at U
of M, led a Kabbalat Shabbat Service and presided at a Kabbalat
Shabbat potluck dinner (which was also a 50th birthday celebration
for Professor Ben Baader). 

Seidenberg, who has visited Israel four times, said he is also con-
cerned about the development of the Negev region there (the con-
cerns are outlined fully on his website). 

He said Bedouin villages will be destroyed in order to “plant” mid-
dle class suburbs with sprinklers and lawns. 

“Meanwhile, Bedouin villages where traditional culture is practiced
will still have no water hook-ups, no electricity and no infrastructure,”
Seidenberg said. 

“Bedouin culture is the only culture in Israel that knows about using
and living in the Negev desert. Israel should be learning from the
Bedouin rather than trying to uproot them. The only path toward
improving the lives of the Bedouin is one which recognizes their vil-
lages and helps them continue to evolve their culture while living in
the desert. The principles of sustainability and equitable development
will both respect the Earth and the Bedouin, and help all of Israeli cit-
izens.”
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Happy Passover

PREMIER GARY DOER & THE NDP 
CAUCUS WISH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY A

Rabbi Seidenberg: Jewish Mystic and Environmentalist 
“Seidenberg leads Cosmic Walk Ritual, and Speaks of Gender Liberation” 

Rabbi Dr. David Seidenberg. Photo by Martin Zeilig.



Passover is quickly approaching. For me it
represents springtime and the excitement of a
new season. After this brutal Midwest winter
I am especially eager to welcome spring.
However, I don’t think this Passover will be as
exciting as last Passover. That’s because last
Passover my family seder was on television.
We were the Passover family for one of the
local network affiliates in Chicago. I don’t

know if they do this
in your town but
many television sta-
tions do this in big
cities. They show all
different holidays
being celebrated by
various ethnic
groups. 

Last year it just so
happened that my
family was chosen
to be the local
Passover family. It
wasn’t because I’m
famous for my deep
knowledge and
observance of all
things Jewish, which
I’m not. It wasn’t
because most of my
baked goods fail to
rise at any time of
the year, which they
do. It was because
my non-Jewish
neighbor’s daughter
Stephanie is a pro-
ducer on one of the
news shows and
basically didn’t
know another Jewish
family. 

The day of
Passover I got a call
from Stephanie. She
asked me if Passover
was starting that
evening. I told her it
was. She told me she

had thought so and decided she ought to do something about it on the
news. She was hoping she could send a cameraman to my house to
record this event. Stephanie wanted to know if that was okay with me. 

At first I thought that I probably wasn’t the best choice to provide a
model seder to the outside world. After all, there are so many more
knowledgeable families in town. All I know about Passover is that it
was written by Maxwell House. But I knew my kids would be delight-
ed to be on TV and so I rather reluctantly agreed. 

I should explain that this also happened to be the first time our fam-
ily seder was being held in my house. It is usually held in my Mother-
in-law’s home but she had injured her back and so I had volunteered.
It’s not that I don’t like to entertain. It’s just that my husband Fred and
I share a home office otherwise known as the dining room table. We
even have an office annex otherwise known as the kitchen table.
Meals are mostly stand-up affairs which I prefer to think of as our own
private cocktail parties.

But this particular Passover would be at my house and so Fred and I
had spent a week clearing off the dining room table. Even though I
realized if you spread those papers around they begin to resemble a
lace tablecloth. Now my home would be televised and so we began
to clear off all the other surfaces to make our home look broadcast
worthy.

Evening arrived and we were ready. There was Fred in a tux, I was
in a gown, my children, in-laws, parents, sisters and their families all
in full stage make-up. My Passover table looked beautiful. I had
removed all the plastic ware after I spoke to Stephanie and had
replaced all the table settings with my good china and silver which I
had never used before. The table looked great. Not only was this the
first time I would be hosting the seder but it was the first time Fred
would be leading the seder.

Ed, the cameraman, showed up. “Thank you for letting me come
into your home,” he said. “I can only stay about twenty minutes
because I have to rush down to the station to edit this for the evening
news.” We all took our seats at the table.

Fred told everyone to please open their Maxwell House books. “Let’s
begin at the bottom of page three,” he said. Just then my mother-in-
law interrupted.

“No Fred. That’s not where we start. We start at the middle of page
two,” she said. The cameraman looked at his watch. Fred and I looked
at each other.

Fred started on page two and read for a while. Then he said, “Now
why don’t we have the kids ask the four questions. Kids are you
ready?”

Again, my mother-in-law interrupted. “Fred we’re not ready for the
four questions yet,” my mother-in-law said. The cameraman glanced
at his watch. Fred went back to reading from the Maxwell House
book.

We all listened as he continued. After about ten more minutes Fred
suggested, ”Why don’t we all sing Dayenu. Won’t that be nice? Let’s
all sing Dayenu.”

My mother-in-law interrupted, “Freddy, it’s not time to sing Dayenu
yet.”

The cameraman looked at his watch and then apologetically whis-
pered, ”I’m sorry but I have to leave to get this edited in time for the
late news.” Ed left with his camera. I was so disappointed. “There is
no way they are putting us on TV tonight,” I told Fred. “We look like
we don’t know what the hell we’re talking about.”

Later that evening we went into the family room and turned on the
television set. There behind the anchorwoman was a large screen with
video footage of my family seder. My table looked elegant. We all
looked beautiful although ten pounds heavier. Looking into the cam-
era the anchor
woman said, Tonight
marks the beginning
of Passover. And
tonight Jews all over
the world will be
criticizing their chil-
dren!”

Caryn Bark is a
stand-up comic who
provides evenings of
comedy for Jewish
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .
Reach her at
Smoked Fish
Productions 773
764-8936 or caryn-
bark.com
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The Board of Directors

Wishes its Staff, Students, Parents

and the Jewish Community

A HAPPY PASSOVER

ANITA WORTZMAN
President

RORY PAUL
Head of School and CEO

Wishing the Community a 
Healthy and Happy Passover

Board of Directors, Staff, and Volunteers

GWEN SECTER 
CREATIVE LIVING CENTRE

1588 Main Street

Open for Passover meals
April 13 & 14

Call 339-1701 to reserve

Reaching for
the light

Winnipeg Chapter, Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University
206-1700 Corydon Ave., Winnipeg, Man., R3N 0K1

Tel: (204) 942-3085   Fax: (204) 943-6211
szalik@cfhu.org      www.cfhu.org

Wishing all our members and friends
in the community and in Israel

a Happy Passover

Sheryl Rosenberg
President

Brent Schacter, M. D.
Past President

Yude Henteleff C.M., Q.C., LL.D (Hon)
Honourary  Chairperson of the New Leadership Division

Sharon Zalik
Executive Director

PEACE GOOD HEALTH HAPPINESS

To our residents, friends and volunteers in the community

May your Seder be filled  with the many
blessings of Passover.

-The board and staff of 
The Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre

The Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre
1 Falcon Ridge Dr.       

Ph. 586-9781

Humour

Humour: My Famous Passover

By

CARYN BARK



Merkin charged in Madoff civil case
NEW YORK (JTA) - Financier J. Ezra Merkin was charged in a civil fraud complaint

alleging that he misled hundreds of investors into placing $2.4 billion of their money
with Bernard Madoff.

The charges were brought against Merkin, who funneled billions of dollars from non-
profits and universities to Madoff through his Ascot Partners Fund, by New York Attorney
General Andrew Cuomo, according to the Wall Street Journal.

The complaint filed Monday does not allege that Merkin was aware
that Madoff was running a Ponzi scheme, but rather that he misled
investors who thought that Merkin was managing the money himself.

“We are disappointed that the attorney general of the state of New
York has filed this hasty and ill-conceived civil lawsuit, against which
we intend to defend vigorously,” Andrew Levander, counsel for
Merkin, said in a statement, according to the Journal. “The evidence
shows that this lawsuit is without merit.”
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Canwest Place
2200 - 201 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R3B 3L3

Telephone (204) 957-1930
Fax (204) 934-0570
Website www.tdslaw.com
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William J. Burnett, Q.C. Gregory J. Tallon A. Blair Graham, Q.C.
Janice Y. Lederman Gordon A. McKinnon Dunlop H. Kells
Robin M. Kersey Kenneth S. Maclean James A. Ripley
James G. Edmond B. Douglas Tait Kathleen C. Murphy
Arthur J. Stacey Antoine F. Hacault M. Lynne Harrison
Jeffrey B. Hirsch Barry N. MacTavish John D. Stefaniuk
Glen W. Agar Albina P. Moran Pamela G. Reimer
Jamie A. Kagan Douglas J. Forbes Peter J. Glowacki
Maria L. Grande Jeffrey A. Kowall Keith D. LaBossiere
Silvia V. de Sousa Shane I. Perlmutter Sheryl A. Rosenberg
Sarantos Mattheos Leilani J. Kagan Lisa J. Stiver
Karen L. Clearwater Michael A. Choiselat Adrian B. Frost
Elmer J. Gomes Dinh N. Bo-Maguire Ross A. McFadyen
Andrew L. Thompson Jonathan M. Woolley Sacha R. Paul
Robert W. Olson Lynda K. Troup Jennifer E. Ervick
Drew M. Mitchell Michael J. Guthrie Karlee B. Blatz
Peter S. Toni

Exclusive Member Firm For Manitoba of Lex Mundi,
The World’s Leading Association of Independent Law Firms.

HAPPY PASSOVER TO 
ALL OUR FRIENDS AND CLIENTS

Alan Sweatman, Q.C. Walter L. Ritchie, Q.C. R.A.L. Nugent, Q.C.
Bruce S. Thompson P. Michael Sinclair, Q.C. G.V. Brickman, Q.C.
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M. Lynne Harrison Jeffrey B. Hirsch Barry N. MacTavish
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Keith D. LaBossiere Silvia V. de Sousa Jeff Pniowsky
Shane I. Perlmutter Sheryl A. Rosenberg Sarantos Mattheos
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Sacha R. Paul                Robert W. Olson Lynda K. Troup
Jennifer E. Ervick Drew M. Mitchell Michael J. Guthrie
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Wishing you
a very happy

Passover
Jennifer Howard,
MLA for Fort Rouge
9-222 Osborne St. South
946-0272 • fortrouge@mts.net

N.Y. police, citing Iran tensions, protect Jewish targets
WASHINGTON (JTA) - New York

City police reportedly are preparing to
increase security at Jewish sites
because of Israel-Iran tensions.

The Associated Press reported Friday
that NYPD intelligence analysts fear
attacks on synagogues and other Jewish
centers should Israel take military
action to keep Iran from developing a
nuclear weapon. Israeli officials have
said that they believe that Iran is just
months away from acquiring such a
weapon.

According to AP, New York police
took similar precautions a year ago
after a senior Hezbollah commander, Imad Mughniyeh, was assassi-
nated in Syria.

Israel did not claim responsibility for that killing, and some analysts
saw Syria’s hand in the car bomb, but the Lebanese terrorist group
nonetheless threatened retaliation against Israel.



By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN

One of the classic parts of the Passover Seder is the Dayeinu. The
Hebrew word Dayeinu means  it would have been enough for us!  The
Dayeinu phrase is repeated again and again at the end of a list of
kindnesses that G-d did to the Jewish Nation during the Exodus. After
mentioning each act of kindness we say,  Even if G-d would not have
done any more, that act of kindness alone would have been enough
to be forever filled with thankfulness.

If G-d would have taken us out of Egypt and had not carried out
judgment against our persecutors, Dayeinu it would have been
enough  for which to be thankful, etc. 

Some of these phrases seem, though, difficult to understand. We say,
If G-d had split the Red Sea but had not taken us through the sea on
dry land, Dayeinu it would have been enough for which to be thank-
ful.   At first glance, this does not make sense at all. What benefit
would  there have been in G-d having split the Red Sea if Jews would
not have  crossed the sea to safety from the Egyptian Army that pur-
sued them?  What thanks would we have given G-d if Jews would
have witnessed the  Red Sea miraculously split, only to be captured
and slaughtered by the  Egyptians?

Later in the Dayeinu there is another phrase that is just as  troubling.
We say,  If G-d had brought us to Mount Sinai but had not  given us
the Torah, Dayeinu it would have been enough for which to be  thank-
ful.  What purpose would there have been in standing at the foot  of
Mount Sinai if the Torah would not be given? Why would we be  offer-
ing thanks for a useless trip to a mountain in the wilderness if  not for
the fact that we got the Torah there?

The explanation to these two questions is given in the teachings of
Chassidut. When Jews stood at Mount Sinai, they experienced two
great  events. The first and foremost event was that all of Jewry saw
and heard G-d speak to them. Several million Jews heard the voice of
G-d call out  I am G-d that took you out of Egypt. 

Never before and never again in all human history, did an entire
nation hear G-d speak. Many nations have their prophets and reli-
gious  leaders. But only individuals have claimed direct communica-
tion from  G-d. Judaism is unique in recording G-d’s revelation as an
historic  event experienced by millions. Dayeinu! For that itself we
should give  thanks, even if we had not received the Torah and its
laws.  Afterwards, we give another thank-you for having received the
Torah  and the beautiful way of life that it teaches us.

A similar explana-
tion is given to the
earlier phrase of
Dayeinu. The
famous Talmudic
commentary Tosefot
points out that the
Jews did not have  to
cross the Red Sea in
order to travel from
Egypt to Israel. They
could have avoided
the Sea by travelling
north and G-d could
have  saved them
from the Egyptians in
countless other
ways. The point of

splitting the Red Sea was to give the new and fledgling Jewish Nation
a deep spiritual experience so that they would feel the closeness of  G-
d and be better prepared to stand at Mount Sinai.

That is the meaning of the words,  If G-d had split the Red Sea but
had not taken us through the sea on dry land, Dayeinu!  If G-d had not
taken us through the sea, he would have saved us in other ways. But
the split sea served another noble purpose. It gave the Jews a  spiritu-
ally uplifting experience, and that is what we have to be  thankful for.

The seventh day of Passover (this year Wednesday April 15) is Yom-
Tov.  On that day we celebrate the Crossing of the Red Sea. It’s impor-
tant  to reflect on the events that we celebrate on Passover, not only
because of their historical value but because of the inspiration that
they give us in being better Jews.

Torah comment
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DAYEINU - Enough! 

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, April 10. Candles: 5:57. Mincha: 8:00. Shacharit: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 8:58. Tuesday,

April 14/15 seventh day of Pesach. Candles: 8:03. MIncha: 8:05. Morning services: 9:30.
April 15/16 Mincha: 8:05 Candles: 9:00. Morning service (Yizkor): 9:30. Mincha: 8:05. Yom
Tov ends: 9:05.

Friday, April 17. Candles: 8:08. Mincha: 8:10. Shacharit: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 9:09.
Weekday morning services: 8:00. Evening services April 19-23: 8:20.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional
Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, April 10 - morning service 9:00 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting

7:57 p.m. Pesach Day 2. Saturday, April 11 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service
12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 8:58 p.m. Pesach Day 3. Sunday, April 12 - morning service 9:00
a.m. Pesach Day 4.

Monday, April 13 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Pesach Day 5.
Tuesday, April 14 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Candle Lighting 8:03
p.m. Pesach Day 6. Wednesday, April 15 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00
p.m. Candle Lighting 9:00 p.m. Pesach Day 7. Thursday, April 16 - morning service Yizkor
9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Passover ends 9:05 p.m. Pesach Day 8.

Friday, April 17 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting
8:08 p.m. Saturday, April 18 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.
Shabbat ends 9:09 p.m. Sunday, April 19 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Holocaust Memorial
Service 11:00 a.m.

Monday, April 20 - Thursday, April 23 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00
p.m. Tuesday, April 21 - Yom Hashoah Holocaust Remembrance Day.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Thursday, April 9 - Pesach Day 1. Morning service 9:00 a.m.; evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.

Friday, April 10 - Pesach Day 2 - Morning Minyan 9:00 a.m.; evening Minyan Kabbalat
Shabbat service 5:30 p.m. Light Shabbat candles 7:55 p.m. Shabbat, April 11 - Pesach Day
3/Chol HaMoed. Morning service 9:0 a.m. Learners’ Minyan 9:30 a.m.; B’nai Torah Chavurah
for Tweens and Teens 10:15 a.m.; Evening minyan 6:00 p.m.; Shabbat ends 8:57 p.m.
Wednesday, April 15 - Peasch Day 7. Morning service 9:00 a.m.; evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, April 16 - Pesach Day 8/Yizkor. Morning service 9:00 a.m.; evening Minyan 6:00
p.m.; Yom Tov ends 9:05 p.m.

Friday, April 17: Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service
5:30 p.m.; Light Shabbat Candles 8:06 p.m. Shabbat, April 18 - Parashat Shemini: Morning
service 9:00 a.m.; B’nai Torah Chavurah for Tweens and Teens 10:15 a.m; Family service
10:30 a.m.; evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Shabbat ends 9:08 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday & Holidays 9:00 a.m.
Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday-Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m. 
HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE

Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297
Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom
Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting Time for Wednesday, April 8, Erev Pesach, at 7:54 p.m. Mincha/Maariv at

7:55 p.m. Thursday, April 9, First Day of Pesach - Shacharit at 9:15 a.m. Mincha/Maariv - 7:55
p.m. Candle Lighting - 8:49 p.m. Friday, April 10, 2nd day of Pesach - Shacharit at 9:15 a.m.
Candle Lighting not later than 7:57 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Shabbat Chol Hamo ed Pesach. Mincha service at
8:00 p.m. Shabbat ends: 8:58 p.m.

Tuesday, April 14, Erev 7th day of Pesach, Candle Lighting 8:03 p.m. Mincha/Maariv - 8:05
p.m. Wednesday, April 15, 7th day of Pesach, Shacharit at 9:15 a.m. Mincha/Maariv at 8:05
p.m. Candle Lighting at 9:00 p.m. Thursday, April 16, 8th day of Pesach, Shacharit at 9:15
a.m. Yizkor prior to Musaf. Mincha/Maariv at 8:05 p.m. Pesach ends at 9:06 p.m. Candle
Lighting time for Friday, April 17 at 8:08 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:10 p.m.

Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Shemini. Shabbat Mevarchim.
Mincha/ Service at 8:10 p.m. Shabbat ends at 9:09 p.m. Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 8:15
p.m.

Traditional Orthodox services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.
TEMPLE SHALOM

Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-
ing: on Friday, April 10, 6:30 p.m. - Community Seder & Pot-Luck - You must RSVP for this
service and pot luck please! On Saturday, April 11, 10:00 a.m. - Shabbat service led by Rabbi
Karen Soria. On Friday, April 17, 8:00 p.m. - Shabbat service led by Rabbi Karen Soria &
Cantor Len Udow. On Tuesday, April 21, 7:00 p.m. - Yom Hashoah observace led by Rabbi
Karen Soria.

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES
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None of us could remember the first day of
Passover ever falling on Monday, Wednesday,
or Friday. Is this a weird coincidence or some-
thing planned? 

It’s planned. 
Because the most ancient Jewish festivals

were defined in terms of the months of the
lunar calendar, we have to make adjustments to keep festivals in their proper seasons. To turn
the ancient biblical lunar calendar which are roughly 354 days long into a more functional
lunisolar calendar harmonized with solar years of roughly 365.25 days, seven extra “leap”
months and a scattering of extra days are inserted into the Jewish calendar over a cycle of 19
years. 

Passover not falling on Monday, Wednesday or Friday part of an ingenious method for dimin-
ishing the rigours of observing Jewish festivals.  Both spring and fall festivals are affected. For
both Nisan (the month of Passover) and Tishri,  when we celebrate Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur,
Sukkot and Shemini Atzeret, there is a rabbinic rule: “Lo ad’u rosh v’lo bd’u Pesach”: Rosh
Hashanah cannot fall on Sunday, Wednesday or Friday, and Passover cannot fall on Monday,
Wednesday or Friday. 

Rosh Hashanah never falls on a Sunday so that Hoshanah Rabbah - when Jews try to beat wil-
low branches into subatomic particles - will never coincide with a Shabbat, when we’re not
permitted to destroy. And by not having Rosh Hashanah on a Wednesday or Friday, we keep
Yom Kippur from ending up on Friday and Sunday. This prevents two consecutive days of
restricted activity. 

Similarly, because the Torah forbids harvesting on Shabbat, Passover can’t start on Friday in
order to prevent the Omer spring wheat harvest (described in Leviticus 23:15) from beginning
as prescribed biblically on the second day of Passover. Of course Tishah B’Av, which always
falls on the same day of the week as the first day of Passover, would also be a problem coming
on the eve of the Sabbath and requiring the Tisha b’Av fast to be moved to the next day. In this
schema, the Wednesday prohibition is a logical outcome of the other two. 

The novelist Aldous Huxley wrote: “People will accept certain theological statements about
life and the world, will elect to perform certain rites and to follow certain rules of conduct, not
because they imagine the statements to be true or the rules and rites to be divinely dictated, but
simply because they have discovered experimentally that to live in a
certain ritual rhythm, under certain ethical restraints, and as if certain
metaphysical doctrines were true, is to live nobly, with style. Every art
has its conventions which every artist must accept. The greatest, the
most important of the arts is living. (Texts and Pretexts. 1932) 

This may all seem terribly complex, but the Jewish calendar is a
work of love that creates awareness of the holiness of time. I hope you
have a better appreciation for the finely-tuned Jewish calendar and the
immense work of (pre-computer!) astronomical and mathematical
reasoning that fashioned it. 

Do you have a question you would like answered in this column?
Send it to information@shaareyzedek.mb.ca. 
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Portage La Prairie, the
town where I was born, will
always be near and dear to
my heart. For example, I’ve
never seen the Portage
Terriers of the Manitoba
Junior Hockey League play,
but when they take to the
ice, because of my roots, I

always watch for the team’s position in the standings
and scores of their games.

When someone from my old hometown is in the
spotlight, I am equally proud that they rose above
the crowd and distinguished themselves in some
manner. Especially when that individual is a mem-
ber of my faith.

One such individual is Barry Greenberg, a practis-
ing lawyer, who now lives in River Heights, but
makes the fifty-mile drive four to five days a week to
practice his profession along with brother David an
old college friend of mine who resides on Waterloo
St. 

In their fond youth both were more than decent
curlers back in Portage and when the Maple Leaf
Curling Club was located on Machray Ave. Barry
credit his love of curling to his late father, Israel,
who introduced he and his brother to the roaring
game. 

Time, as it is wont to do has marched on relentlessly, and this May
3rd the Manitoba Curling Hall of Fame is going to open the door to
some of the game’s greats and Barry is going to be inducted along side
a number of other giants of the pebbled-ice game, only not because
he once drew to the button in the last end to win a Brier, rather
because he was a builder of some renown of the sport over these
many years.

Oh, he has the resume to prove it all right. Greenberg is the past
president of the Granite Curling Club as well as both the Manitoba
and Canadian Curling Associations in addition to being the chairman
of the Host committee of the 2008 Tim Hortons Brier held last March
at the MTS Center. Not to mention that he is already in the Canadian
Curling Hall of Fame. 

How did Barry, now in his early-sixties, suddenly blossom into the
go-to guy for the rock tossers? “Probably just circumstances,” he stat-
ed modestly. “You start at the entry level like I did and for whatever
the reason you take on more responsibilities as time goes by. Then
some people notice you and think you might be suitable for an exec-
utive position. All of a sudden you find you’re at the provincial level
and higher. Timing as well is a factor.”

Greenberg, who used to liked playing competitively had to give it
up. “It was a major part of my life at one time, but with schooling and
having a family, I actually got away from it for a while,” he said. 

“Ian Staniloff actually asked me to serve as a volunteer with the
Manitoba Curling Association. .. I went on there just as a volunteer
and that’s what really started the ball rolling. I found I really liked it
and I liked the people and if I hadn’t enjoyed them so much, I may not
have stayed on,” he maintained. 

Barry, of course, easily recalled the halcyon days of curling at the

B’nai Brith Bonspiel held annually at the
Maple Leaf. “I played junior there. It was a
great club and had a lot of character and a lot
of characters,” he noted. 

He also remembered that the bonspiel
always received very good coverage in the
newspapers by both Jack Matheson of the
Winnipeg Tribune and Don Blanchard of the
Free Press. “It was phenomenal! Of course
they used to keep them well-fed and refreshed
upstairs during that period of time too” he
said.

Greenberg also remembered the top Jewish
curlers who reigned supreme in those days.
“The three (skips) who jump to my mind are
Hersh Lerner, Bobby Robinson, and Terry
Braunstein. All-three of course won Manitoba
championships and in Terry’s case he won the
Brier as well.”

As for the present state of curling in
Manitoba, Greenberg is hoping for a revival.
“We’re really dealing with a diminishing fan
base,” he conceded. “ Television (coverage) is
spectacular. Right now they’re doing three
draws a day. You’re in the warmth and comfort
of your home, but you lose a bit of the atmos-
phere by not being in the facility. And really,

because of the demographic- it’s an aging population- a lot of people
are more inclined to stay home.

“Being an Olympic sport, there is probably a pretty good chance of
having a revival of sorts. (The sport) draws very well in Calgary and
Edmonton,” he explained.

At times Greenberg himself wonders how he was able to balance
family, the law practice, and volunteerism in his busy-as-a-bee life. “It
helps to have a supporting family,” he admitted. “I was away a lot, but
things were very good at home. I’m lucky I still have a few clients left,
but that worked out OK too. We’ve got a really good staff and our
clients have been understanding .”

“Anything else, you’d like to add?” I inquired. “I thought it was good
that you focused on my volunteer side and didn’t ask too much about
my competitive (curl-
ing) career ...,” he
laughed.

The writer, a Jewish
Winnipegger, is a for-
mer school teacher,
and covers football
and hockey for
Canadian Press and
Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with
Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish
sports to Harvey
Rosen, 360 Scotia
Street, Winnipeg,
Man., R2V 1W7, e-
m a i l :
harv360@shaw.ca
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Barrister and Curler: Barry Greenberg to be inducted
into the Manitoba Curling Hall of Fame on May 3

Barry Greenberg and his brother
David were introduced to curling by
their late father, Israel.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Sponsored by Eden Memorials
Recreation Men’s Bowling League

By SAUL LONDON, secretary
Weekly high scores - March 25

HIGH TRIPLE: Darren Earn 623 (220,
209, 194); Terry Robinson 607 (226,
200); Chaim Raber 597 (248); Allan Ruhr
569 (219, 194); Jack Lazareck 559 (247);
Earl Barish 556 (193, 191); Mickey
Rosenberg 522; David Labram 521 (191);
Ron Goldberg 515 (224); Avery
Spigelman 514 (214); Ken Ruhr 513
(195); Saul London 510; Alan Freedman
507 (208).

HIGH SINGLE: Murray Katz 196; Art
Greenspan 190; Rube Helman 180.

Weekly high scores - April 1
HIGH TRIPLE: Allan Ruhr 645 (223,

222, 200); Phil Leibl 632 (223, 215, 194);
Jack Lazareck 605 (212, 202, 191); Avery
Spigelman 589 (212, 192); Chaim Raber
561 (219); Darren Earn 559 (229); Harvey
Apelle 545 (213); Herb Singer 542 (224);
Terry Robinson 541 (234); David Labram
540; Mickey Rosenberg 538; Saul
London 535 (217); Ken Ruhr 509; Neil
Stitz 504.

HIGH SINGLE: Henry Wolfe 200; Gary
Verin 196; Rube Helman 194; Sheldon
Muttner 188; Murray Katz 181; Joe
Elfenbaum 180; Alan Freedman 180.
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Earl Barish’s contributions to Winnipeg have
elevated his reputation as one of our most impor-
tant businessmen, philanthropists, and communi-
ty organizers. With his keen intellect and ability
to focus on achieving goals, he is someone who
can be counted on to shoulder great amounts of
responsibility without every seeming to lose faith
that he can accomplish his goals. 

Barish first contacted me in the early part of this
year with a mind toward doing something special

in The Jewish Post & News that would mark the 100th Anniversary of
B’nai Brith’s existence in Manitoba. We agreed upon a formula that would
allow B’nai Brith to run a special one page feature in each issue of this
paper, beginning in February, that would high-

light different contributions that B’nai Brith has
made over the years. 

I interviewed Barish to understand his role with
B’nai Brith and how he came to play that role. 

“This year - 2009, is the hundredth anniversary
of B’nai Brith in Manitoba,” Barish explained.
(B’nai Brith actually began in Canada in 1875, he
noted.) 

Barish is the Chair of the [National] Executive
Board. “... I’m over viewing the B’nai Brith 100th
Anniversary celebration in Manitoba - sort of tak-
ing responsibility for the delivery of the year’s
entire events.” 

Barish continued, “... I’m involved with all the
various committees: the personnel committee,
the financial committee...whenever there’s any
kind of conference,...I have an overview role. If
there’s something with which I disagree, I can
make my point known. I’m very honoured,
because it’s the first time someone from outside
Toronto or Montreal has had that role. As a result
of that... we have a very strong connection with
B’nai Brith all across Canada.”

Turning to the year’s schedule of events in
Manitoba, the first program was the BBYO winter
convention on February 27, 28, and March 1
attended by 125 people. 

“Which chapter were you in?” I asked Barish. 
“I wasn’t,” he answered. “Cheryl (Earl’s wife)

was in ‘Chalutzot’. I hung out at the Y, because I
was into basketball. I was a little bit of a strange
person in my teen years in the sense that I was 15
when I went to university. I graduated when I was
19.” 

“What were you doing in university so young?”
I asked Barish.

“I’m not quite sure,” he said. “I was trying to get
a degree in business, which I did. In some sense
it’s helped me along somewhat, I guess. There
was no Grade 12 at that point.” 

“You’re a regular Doogie Howser”, I noted. (For

the uninformed, Doogie Howser was a TV show about a young prodigy
who attends university while he is still in his early teens. At least that’s what
I think it was about, because I never actually watched the show.) 

“Cheryl was more involved with AZA,” Barish went on to explain.
“I think you mean BBG,” I suggested (although I suppose a lot of girls

were more “involved” with AZA - if you know what I mean.)
“She was really involved with singing when she was in BBG... at [the

2009] winter convention Cheryl judged the singing competition. She actu-
ally sang her song from her chapter from over 40 years ago. She’s still life-
long friends with many of the girls she was in BBG with.” 

Last week, B’nai Brith released it’s annual anti-Semitic audit, and had its
annual interfaith seder. “We’ve probably had 1500 or more people at inter-
faith seders over the years...,” Barish said. 
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Earl Barish oversees B’nai Brith’s Hundredth Anniversary in Manitoba

EARL BARISH went to university at age 15
and graduated when he was 19. 

(Cont. on page 40. See “B’nai Brith”.)

By

BERNIE BELLAN



“On April 21 we have our Yom HaShoah
program (“Unto Every Person There is A
Name”) on the grounds of the Legislature
where people from all walks of life come and

read names of people who died in the Holocaust.” 
“In May B’nai Brith Camp is celebrating its 90th year of existence and its

55th year at Towne Island.” Regarding the Camp’s history, Barish checks
some archived material that he has at hand, and says: 

“The camp started out as a camp for underprivileged children. Then it
went to a fresh air camp on Lake Winnipeg...Then, in 1923 B’nai Brith
bought a property north of Winnipeg Beach and they were able to provide
two weeks of beach vacation for underprivileged kids. By 1926 they had
provided for 500 kids. It carried on there until the new Towne Island loca-
tion in 1954. 

“So, B’nai Brith...[is] going to present a cheque to underwrite the cost
specifically for those campers who cannot afford to go. We have a contin-
uing problem...a lot of it is the immigrant population. It’s going to be a three
year commitment.

We’re also going to provide a cheque to the Jewish Child and Family

Service for a three-year commitment, and that’s to help their clients who
can’t afford to go to camp. 

“May 6 is B. B. Camp’s Dinner at the Fort Garry Hotel and May 19 is the
Chai Folk Ensemble’s 45th concert. “B’nai Brith will be providing up to 200
[concert] tickets for aboriginal and Christian groups at no charge so that
they can experience our culture...” Barish noted. 

“In June there’s a Jewish aboriginal roundtable ...revolving around
libraries and books for First Nations” said Barish, who added that there’s a
whole set of [interfaith] round tables being set up.

“July 1 [is]h the third annual [“Thank You Initiative’] involving students
[K-12] sending letters to soldiers in Afghanistan.”

“On July 17 we... commemorate the people who perished in the terror-
ist bombing in Buenos Aires.

Then we have something that’s new [to be done annually]: B’nai Brith
night at the Goldeyes... on August 17. We’re going to provide 500 clients
to various Jewish and non-Jewish agencies that serve the needy in this city. 

Barish says, in September there will be another shared round table pro-
gram, and in October, “we’re hoping to do a curated display in conjunc-
tion with the Jewish Heritage Centre...some pictures of the past.” Also that

month, there will be a Jewish Christian roundtable program,
“we also hope to have a blood clinic drive, hopefully at the
Campus. 

“On November 10 we’re going to have the B’nai Brith
Award of Merit dinner , and in December we’ll have a
Chanukah program, spearheaded by ... Yachad... (the Couples
chapter) and we hope to provide baskets for the needy.” 

Barish noted that B’nai Brith has links with groups that still
carry its name, such as BB Camp and BBYO, even though
they are now funded by the Jewish Federation. 

“B’nai Brith was also hugely involved with the countering
of the anti [Israel]-apartheid programs that were going to take
place [in Winnipeg and took place] in campuses across the
country,” Barish noted. 

Barish became involved in B’nai Brith as “a young man in
my early twenties”, after his brother and a friend asked me to
join.

“I joined ... Manitoba Lodge, which I’m still a member of,
and I started to understand that B’nai Brith had a huge role in
the community. Of course B’nai Brith did things for Israel, but
its focus was on the community... I always felt that it was
important for communities in the Diaspora to remain strong
if Israel were also to remain strong.”

“... I didn’t know what the next 40 years were going to bring
in terms of my feeling about this service work, but it was my
initial stage in getting involved... and giving back to the com-
munity.

Barish stayed with the lodge, became its president and then
became president of B’nai Brith Winnipeg. 

“ I’ve had international positions out of Washington in the
community service area. In general, I’ve had the continuing
belief that the work that B’nai Brith does is very positive ... so
I’ve stayed with it all these years. For about ten years, I was
somewhat less active, then I began to become more involved
again....

“Of course the (Jewish) Federation has become a much
stronger voice over the years .... In my first years of involve-
ment, any Jewish community of any size was headed by a
B’nai Brith person. The people who were in B’nai Brith were
the people who were involved in doing all the other things in
the community.

“It changed... there’s an era there of about ten or fifteen
years where... B’nai Brith was not as strong a fac-
tor in the community...not just here, but every-
where. The federations grew... But that doesn’t
mean there wasn’t a role for B’nai Brith...They
started to look for new areas when they couldn’t
manage the funding of things like BBYO and the
camp, and they started to do work in [the area
of] anti-Semitism...and working with the needy.

“In Toronto and Montreal there are B’nai Brith
homes for seniors, the handicapped and the ill.
One day I wouldn’t mind seeing that in
Winnipeg - you know where we have a B’nai
Brith home for seniors in Winnipeg...” 

Barish said there’s around 400 members of
B’nai Brith, which includes the Jewish Men’s
Baseball League. 

As for B’nai Brith lodges, Barish says, “The
lodges... don’t function the way they used to. We
now have a... B’nai Brith Lodge, in which you
don’t belong to a specific lodge, you just belong
to B’nai Brith.” 

Aside from the Yachad group, Barish noted that
“women can join B’nai Brith, but they have their
own organization.”

40 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, April 8, 2009

Community news

D. Chochinov, B. Sc. FCGA

S. Chochinov, B. Comm. (Hons.) CGA

Accounting & Auditing

Business Valuations

Personal & Corporate

Tax Planning

Financial Planning

1250 - 363 Br oadway Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba

R3C 3N9

Tel. (204) 956-1685

Fax (204) 957-7694

CHOCHINOV
PORTER
HETU
Porter Hétu
International

´

P R O F E S S I O N A L
S E R V I C E S
G R O U P

Proud to be accountants for

Happy Passover to all our  Friends & Clients

B’nai Brith
(Cont. from page 39.)

We celebrate with you the traditions of Passover,
the hope for peace and the promise

that Pesach holds out for all

TODD C. ANDRES LES K. KIRCHNER WALTER S. SARANCHUK, Q.C.
JEFF A. BAIGRIE SANDRA E. KLIMAN CAROL LYNN SCHAFER
JOSEPH D. BARNSLEY THOMAS J.D. KORMYLO BRYAN SCHWARTZ, J.S.D. (YALE)
MARK R. BEARD JENNIFER R. KUBAS RODNEY E. SHANNON
BRIAN T.D. BOWMAN RICHARD S. LITEROVICH PHILIP M. SHEPS
EDWARD D. BROWN JACK R. LONDON, C.M., Q.C. JOLIN E. SPENCER
RICHARD D. BUCHWALD BRADLEY J. MADISON ROBERT P. SOKALSKI
ALLAN P. CANTOR, Q.C. MOON MAH, LLB, CGA JOHN R. TOONE
LORI DOBBIE JOHN T. McGOEY THOMAS W. TURNER
MATTHEW T. DUFFY HOWARD L. MORRY MARK E. WALLACE
TRACEY L. EPP HOWARD P. NERMAN DOUGLAS G. WARD, Q.C.
CANDACE EVERARD DAVID G. NEWMAN, Q.C. ROBERT A. WATCHMAN
WILLIAM S. GARDNER ANDREW D.M. OGARANKO, Q.C. PHILIP WATTS
ROBERT B. GIESBRECHT JUDITH R.A. PAYNE ROGER W. WIGHT
RICHARD J. HANDLON DONALD A. PRIMEAU NICOLE D.M. WRAY
YUDE M. HENTELEFF, C.M., Q.C. NORM PROMISLOW W. TERRY WRIGHT, Q.C.
ADAM R. HERSTEIN DAVID B.N. RAMSAY KARA-ANNE YAREN
CATHERINE E. HOWDEN E. SCOTT RANSOM KAELY E. ZETTEL
BRUCE H. KING DARLA L. RETTIE

2500 - 360 Main Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3C 4H6 Tel. (204) 956 0560 Fax (204) 957 0227 www.pitblado.com



Wednesday, April 8, 2009, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   41

Based on a true story
By SOPHIE 
SHULMAN

I visited this young
family as a volunteer of
an Adoption Agency -
they had just adopted a
child. The family
turned out to be an
unusual ethno-geo-
graphical mix:
Natasha, the mom, a
young woman, born
and raised in a gold-
mining settlement of
Chukotka, the remotest
North-Eastern corner
of Russia and a historic
site of exile, and
Gerard, the dad, a
Fr e n ch - C a n a d i a n ,
twice her age. The fam-
ily, now became complete with their new little daughter Shiari, from
Ethiopia. She was believed to be seven years old.

Shiari was small for her stated age, quick like mercury, caramel-brown
with big anxious eyes and unruly black hair that Natasha, once in two
months, would arrange into dozens of stiff short braids that stood on end,
comically poking out, making the top of her head look like a porcupine.
The procedure would take some six hours, but the girl was not about to
give up her hairdo - not at that point anyway. 

Shiari turned out to be a quick learner and was picking up English and
absorbing the realities of her new whereabouts surprisingly fast. She was
reasonably agreeable and cooperative, but the parents felt uneasy with
her... they sensed that the child was hiding something. There was some
dark secret that was making Shiari feel nervous. She seemed deeply inse-
cure, sometimes almost panicky despite all their efforts, despite their
showering the girl with affection and gifts. 

They were watching the child closely... and then they realized: it looked
like Shiari was blind in one eye. Desperately trying to keep it hidden, she
seemed frightened and ashamed of it. Natasha’s attempts to gently pose
questions not only turned unhelpful, but would inevitably make her burst

out sobbing and run
away. 

It took the parents
some time and soul
searching until they
learned how to help
the girl: No ques-
tions asked, they
would hug and kiss
her. They kept telling
her that they loved
her - she was their
daughter no matter
what. This approach
seemed to be work-
ing magic, was like a
healing balsam...
They waited patient-
ly. 

And, the day came
when Shiari must
have mustered all
her courage: She
confessed that her
one eye cannot see.
She asked not to be
sent back to Ethiopia
despite, the child
said,  that she was
aware that she was
bad, imperfect
because of her
unseeing eye and
therefore unworthy
to be their daughter,
but she liked it better
here and... she hesi-

tated, then finished “and I love you”. Wide-eyed and open mouthed,
holding her breath, the child was waiting for the effect. They did not dis-
appoint her - the mutual common ground was securely found. But it was
only after Natasha and Gerard repeatedly assured the girl that they would
never send her back, that Shiari relaxed and stopped crying. Yet, she never
told them how she lost sight in one eye or anything at all about her short
former life.

Dr. S Shulman is a Moscow born and educated pathologist, who
worked at St. Boniface and Victoria hospitals before she retired in 2004.
She came to Canada in 1980, and  has been a volunteer for Friends of
Adoption of Manitoba.

One of Shulman’s stories (the only one from Canada) has been select-
ed to be part of an international anthology of short stories, entitled My
Mom is my Hero, edited by S. Reynolds (Adams Media publishers in
California) Shulman will be at a signing event for the book My Mom is
My Hero at McNally Robinson in Polo Park on Sunday, May 3 from 2
p.m. and on May 8, at Coles in the Cityplace (Downtown) beginning
at 11:30 a.m. The book will be published on April 14 and immedi-
ately shipped to Canada - in time for Mother’s day.
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By GERRY POSNER

Yogi Berra, a former baseball player, once said: “It ain’t over till it’s
over.” He was, of course, talking about baseball. This line could be
applied to any situation, but it was never more appropriate than this past

January when I par-
ticipated at the
Minnesota Twins
Baseball Fantasy
Camp at Fort Myers,
Florida.

For eight days I
tried to recapture my
youth, and I was not
alone. There were
100 of us ( including
two women) who, in
the worst economic
crisis since the Great
Depression, were
out there playing
baseball at the Twins
spring training
grounds. This was the
largest camp ever in
the history of the
camp and, to get an
idea of just how
strong this pull to
play baseball is, over
fifty-six of them were
returnees, including
Hall of Famers, those
players having ten or
more camps under
their belt.

When I left
Winnipeg, my objec-
tives were limited. I
figured that while I
might not be the old-
est person there (In
fact there were five
older than me -
including a 78 year
old veteran from
Montreal.), I might
be the worst one.
Thus, objective no 1
was not to be the
worst and objective

no. 2 was to get a base hit.
Achieving my objectives was
not so simple.

The camp is run by ex pros
from the Minnesota Twins,
including some of the biggest
names such as Harmon
Killebrew, Bert Blyleven, and
Tony Oliva. The pros watched
the rookies perform on the first
day and then they drafted the
hundred players for eight
teams. The pros then became
our coaches. My friend, Phil
Sheps, who came with me,
was on my team coached by
Jim Corsi, Tim Laudner and
Frank Viola.

The games began- seven in a
week against each team fol-
lowed by playoffs and a game
against the pros. I calculated
,at a cost of $ 5,000 for the
week and given my approxi-
mate twenty-five times at bat
and seven pitches per time at bat, it was about $ 200.00 per time at bat
or about $ 30 a pitch. Since the camp was a birthday present from my
brother, I felt the pressure to do something significant at the plate. The
good news was that I only struck out three times. I was able to make
contact with the ball most of the time although my contact with the ball
did not generate a ball hit out of the infield. I seemed to hit to some-
body be it the second baseman, shortstop or even the pitcher. By the
fourth day of the camp, I was still hitless. I walked a couple times and
was hit by a pitch. (I had the marks to prove it.) I even drove in a run by
virtue of getting hit on the chest by a not so perfect pitch.

Sad to say, my play in the field was even worse than my batting.
Possibly, part of the problem was that even before my first game, in the
warm up drills, I injured my lower back making it hard to bend down 
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Pointe West Auto Park
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Winnipeg Lawyer Fulfills Fantasy (and pays a price!)

Gerry Posner at his cubicle with the
ice pack on his injured back.

Winnipeggers Phil Sheps and Gerry Posner with Frank Viola, former
pitching star with  the Twins.

(Cont. on page 43. See “Baseball Camp”.)



(a rather
i m p o r t a n t
part of get-
ting to a
grounder) .
My range,
already lim-
ited by a
lack of
speed and
talent, was
s e r i o u s l y
a f f e c t e d .
Later in the
week, I had
w h a t
seemed to
be a groin
pull, so now
I could walk
in moderate discomfort. Every day I took treatment and I was not alone. The trainers were very
busy attending to the aches and pains of a bunch of older men, caused by this sudden outburst
of energy from a group used to a sedentary lifestyle.

On the fourth day, I finally achieved my sec-
ond goal- I made a hit, actually two in one
game. I like to brag that my two hits tied a
record for the 2009 camp- most hits in one
game (BY A JEW). But, there were only four
Jews in the camp, so it was a record that only I
knew about. My second hit brought to mind
the whole unreality of this week. When I came
up to bat, there were men on first and second
base with one out. I hit a ball in the air into the
infield, but just out of the reach of any player. I
ran to first base thinking I had a hit. The coach
of the other team, Tony Oliva challenged it say-
ing that the infield fly rule should apply and I
was therefore out. He was overruled by the
umpire, stating no player had a reasonable
chance to catch it. As I stood on first base
watching Oliva argue his case, I could not get
over the face of Tony Oliva, one of the greatest
hitters in Major League Baseball history argu-
ing about whether Gerry Posner, a Winnipeg
lawyer, had a hit or not. Incredible.

The most rewarding part of the camp was not
the games but the time in the locker room and
at lunch with these ex players listening to their
stories. Watching these guys get ready, I con-
firmed earlier thoughts; these stars put on their
pants just like me- one leg at a time. It is just
that their legs are much bigger than mine

My biggest highlight was at the Rookie - Pro
game. We played two innings against these for-
mer stars at Hammond Stadium, the Twins
Spring Training park. When I came to the plate,
I heard the booming voice over the PA from the
Twins radio announcer. “ Now batting no 65,
from Winnipeg, Canada, Gerry Posner”. Could
it get better than that?

The week passed. I proved I could hit and I
was not the worst player ( though close to it). The
experience taught me that I still have some abil-
ities. It is not all downhill, even if I am on the
slope. As Yogi said, “ it ain’t over till it’s over”.
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The Art of Sylvia Ary - Text by Andree Le
Guillou, in French and English; translated by
Michelle Patterson and Malka Peyman; edit-
ed by Sacvan Bercovitch, (Goose Lane,
Fredricton, NB) 139 pages

Review by ABRAHAM ARNOLD 

During my years at Montreal’s Baron Byng
High School (1935-39), one of the girls in my
class was Sylvia Bercovitch (who later become
Sylvia Ary). At age 12, she studied painting at
a children’s art school started by Norman
Bethune. 

The book, The Art of Sylvia Ary, is a beauti-
ful one and a great tribute to her and her
inspiring art. It is also a tribute to her brother
Sacvan, (born in 1933) who edited the book,
and her daughter Malka, one of the translators 

Sylvia was born in Moscow in 1923 to
Alexander Bercovitch a painter, and Bryna
Avrutick, a drama student and revolutionary
idealist who named her second daughter,
Ninel (anagram of Lenin). In Soviet Russia the
Bercovitch’s had trouble making a living
became “a target of prevailing anti-Semitism,”
and immigrated to Canada in 1926. 

Sylvia’s father, Alexander Bercovitch was
devoted to his art; to support his family he
painted murals and decorations for cabarets,
theatres, churches and synagogues. Sylvia’s
mother taught at a Yiddish school and wrote
for a Yiddish paper. But they lived in abject
poverty and at age 17, to get away from the
family’s plight, Sylvia married Solomon Ary,
who had immigrated to Canada from Poland. 

Sylvia was influenced by her father’s paint-
ing to become an artist herself, though her
father tried to discourage her. She has pro-
duced a rich variety of paintings in several
genres, from portraits to works of imagination
to street scenes, especially of Montreal. She
has also illustrated literary works from Shakespeare to Bashevis Singer and Itzik Manger. 

Andree le Guillou writes that Sylvia’s portraits are “evidence of her profound curiosity about
human nature, her love of life and her empathy and affection for people.” Among the best in
the book is the early oil painting of her brother Sacvan, when he was 16. Sacvan currently
serves as Professor of American literature at Harvard. 

Le Guillou says Sylvia’s self-portraits, represent her “quintessential activity.” 
I especially admire Self-Portrait in a Top Hat, 1989, beneath a quotation from Leonardo da

Vinci: “Painting is poetry made visible.” Here Sylvia has recreated her own beauty on canvas -
with inviting eyes and luscious lips highlighting her elegant face beneath the top hat and atop
a slender neck - she is an everlasting poetic vision. 

Another painting,
Artist and Model,
1942, which hangs in
the Musee National
des Beaux-arts du
Quebec, has been
described as
“cheeky” because the
model, Sylvia’s hus-
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Inspiring Paintings of Russian-Born
Montreal Artist 

The Staircase098 by Sylvia Ary.

Sylvia Ary’s Montreal Street Scene.
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band, appears fully clothed,
while the artist looks impudent-
ly over the shoulder of her bare
back! 

Portraits, reproduced in black and white, include Itzik
Manger, the Yiddish poet and playwright, born in
Czernowitz, whose career took him finally to Tel Aviv, and
Melech Ravitch, the Polish born Yiddish poet who travelled
to Australia in search of a safe haven from Nazis, before set-
tling in Montreal. 

Sylvia’s portrait of
Isaac Bashevis
Singer is not in the
book but her paint-
ings of two of his
stories are: A Tale of
Two Liars and the
Ballad of Hershele
Ostroppolier and
the Moon. When
Singer won the
Nobel Prize,
Sylvia’s portrait of
him and three of her
illustrations were
on exhibit at the
Stockholm Nobel
Museum. 

Andree le Guillou
suggests, her
Montreal street
scenes in particular
“comprise a unique historical
record of mid-twentieth cen-
tury Montreal.” My favorite
streets are Napoleon Street, in
the south end, east of the
“Main,” (St. Lawrence blvd.),
showing its working class
character, and the middle-
class Park Avenue at night,
north of Mount-Royal, where
a chasid and child are seen
crossing the street. 

In Works of the
Imagination, an outstanding
canvas is The Staircase, 1959,
showing eight people
descending and described by
le Guillou as an “allegorical”
painting reminiscent of the
poem L’Escalier by the French
poet, Jules Superveille. 

Since 1950 Sylvia Ary has
had solo exhibitions at many
galleries and institutions from
- in Montreal, Toronto,
Quebec City and at the
Hebrew University in
Jerusalem. 

In the 1970s and 80s she
came to Winnipeg for several
exhibitions, first at Tresor
d’Art gallery, (operated by the
Paritsky family) and later at
the Cardigan-Milne Gallery.

Her paintings have also
been shown in New York,

C a l i f o r n i a ,
Vancouver, and
Mexico.

Collections of
Sylvia’s paintings
are also to be found
at Harvard
University; City
Hall, Laval,
Quebec; Cote
Saint-Luc Library,
and Jewish Public
Library, in
Montreal; Musee
national des Beaux-
Arts du Quebec,
Quebec City; and
Hebrew University,
Jerusalem. 

Finally, this book
is just one example
of the Bercovitch-
Ary family’s devo-
tion to preserving
their family her-
itage. Sylvia, and
her brother translat-
ed into English
some of their moth-
er’s stories which
have been published
in Montreal’s Yiddish

paper Kanader Adler. The Ary family has also recently assisted Eli
Herscovitch, the Winnipeg Klezmer musician, formerly of Montreal,
who has developed a musical project based on Solomon’s Ary’s
Yiddish Stories of Bialystock. 
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Sylvia Ary Self Portrait.

Festival of Liberation
Passover -
festival of family gatherings
in celebration of freedom
and liberation
from Egyptian (biblical) bondage

Passover -
festival of the “Last Supper”
before crucifixion
and resurrection -
to Messiah?
Or to misanthrope?

Passover -
the season of bilbul
accusation
of blood libel
and ritual murder;
the time of pogroms
leading unto
Genocide -
but Passover persists.

Passover -
festival of liberation
remembered and emulated
by all people
in every generation.

Passover -
festival of Jerusalem
remembered at family Seders.

Passover persists -
but now
the children of Esau
seek liberation
from
the children of Israel.

Can Jews and Arabs,
Israelis and Palestinians,
learn to live
together
and share the land
in the heritage
of a shared
ancestor?

Remember the call
of the Haggadah -
let all who are needy
come in
and make Passover
- Abraham Arnold

Sheldon A. Minuk
President402- 1 Wesley Avenue

Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3C 4C6

A division of Minuk Insurance Agency Ltd.

For all your financial needs

(204) 943-7307
(Fax) 957-1536

Toll Free 1-800-214-8359

Happy Passover
to my family,

friends & clients

Sylvia Ary
(Cont. from page 44.)
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Wendy Chusid, Executive 
Director and the Community 
of Shaftesbury Park Retirement 
Residence wishes you a 
Happy Pesach!
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www.allseniorscare.com
PROUDLY CANADIANWhere Caring is Our Number One Concern™

Happy Passover!

Happy Passover!
from

390 Graham Ave @ Edmonton St.
943-6561

HASTINGS HEARING CENTRES
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Morris Chapnick and Judy Prepes among more than 100 seniors who
attended Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre pre-Pesach seder led
by Gray Academy stu-
dents on Wednesday,
April 1.

Grade 10 Gray Academy students Aleksandra Smolyaninov and Slava
Panchenko. leading pre-Pesach seder at Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre. On the far right is Dr. Ruth Ashrafi, Director of Judaic
Studies. 

666 St. James Street  774-6322  •  www.reliablemobility.com

To our Customers and Friends
Best Wishes for a Happy, Healthy Passover
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Auby and Linda Bloomfield & Family
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1-800-651-6000 or 987-7546
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Marni Hanson and all the staff at Weight Watchers of Manitoba 
wish you a Happy Passover
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Time: Israeli F-16s hit Sudan arms convoy
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Unnamed high-ranking Israeli security officials said Israeli F-16 fight-

ers struck a convoy carrying bombs to Gaza in Sudan, Time Magazine reported. The article
also confirmed that the United States was not involved in the attack in late January. 

One Israeli source told Time that dozens of aircraft, which also included F-15 fighter planes
to provide protection during the bombing, were used in the operation against the Iranian con-
voy. The source said that unmanned drones followed after to film the site and ensure that the
convoy was destroyed. Based on the footage, which showed only partial destruction of the
convoy, the site was hit a second time. There was not an attack on a second convoy, the
source confirmed, as was reported earlier this week by media outlets. 

The sources also confirmed that the United States was not directly involved in the opera-
tion. “The Americans were notified that Israel was going to conduct an air operation in Sudan,
but they were not involved,” a source told Time. 

Israel pulled the operation together in a week, a source said. The raid came after an intelli-
gence tip-off to the Mossad in early January, the magazine reported. 

Iran had previously used the route. 
“This was the first time that the Iranians had tried to send Hamas a shipment this big via

Sudan – and it is probably the last,” a source told Time. 

Holocaust ad illegal, German court rules
BERLIN (JTA) – An ad campaign that compared animal slaughterhouses with Nazi extermi-

nation camps is illegal, Germany’s high court found. 
Germany’s main Jewish group welcomed the March 26 German Supreme Court decision

against the 2003 “Holocaust on your Plate” ad campaign by People for the Ethical Treatment
of Animals. The suit against PETA was filed in 2004 by Paul Spiegel, late president of the
Central Council of Jews in Germany. 

“It is a milestone ruling, stating very clearly that no use of the ‘Holocaust’ and its victims to
raise attention for other present political issues, dilemmas or just political demands is accept-
able and legal,” Stephan Kramer, secretary general of the Central Council, told JTA in an e-
mail. 

The campaign included eight large panels showing black-and-white images of emaciated
concentration camp inmates next to full color photos of chickens, turkeys and other animals
fattened for the slaughter. One poster bore the slogan “Final Humiliation,” and another read
“For animals, all people are Nazis.”

A photo of children in a concentration camp stood next to one of piglets in a stall. Under
them was the caption “Child Butcher.” 

The court said that the comparison – like outright Holocaust denial, which is illegal here –
could prove extremely hurtful to Jewish people in Germany. 

“Horror makes headlines,” noted Kramer, and “this is unacceptable” even if the cause is just.
He noted that anti-abortion activists in Germany recently used the term “babycaust,” which he
found similarly inappropriate. 

“I hope that the ruling of the Supreme Court will set some new standards and re-establish old
ones, so that such comparisons are out of the question,” Kramer said. 

Spiegel had called the PETA campaign “the most disgusting abuse of the memory of the
Holocaust in recent years.” The project also was condemned in the United States by the Anti-
Defamation League and other groups.



Second Israeli natural gas site discovered
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Natural gas has been discovered at a second site off the Israeli coast. 
The discovery off the coast of the northern city of Hadera in the Mediterranean Sea comes

several weeks after
a large amount of
natural gas was dis-
covered near Haifa. 

The discovery
comes three weeks
after drilling started
at the Dalit-1 test
site. The prelimi-
nary signs showed
quantities of natural
gas in the sandy
layers of the
seabed, according
to Ha’aretz. It is too
early to determine
the quantity and
quality of the gas,
according to
reports. 

Noble Energy, a
U.S. company, is
the largest share-
holder in the pro-
ject. Noble is in
partnership with
several Israeli ener-
gy companies. 
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Name change for Quebec arm of CJC to sound more Québécois
MONTREAL (JTA) - The Quebec arm of the Canadian Jewish Congress is changing its name

to sound more Québécois, in what is seen by some as a politically charged move.
Until now, the wing was known as Canadian Jewish Congress, Quebec Region. As of June

1, the organization that speaks for the province’s Jewish community will drop the Canadian
from its name and be known as Congrès juif québécois, Section québécoise du Congrès juif
canadien, or in English as Quebec Jewish Congress, the Quebec division of the Canadian
Jewish Congress.

The change was approved March 22 at a meeting of CJC’s national board of directors, with
one dissenting vote. An official announcement was supposed to be made this summer.

There was a perception, especially among the province’s majority francophones, that the
CJC is “staunchly federalist...which is not the case. We are an apolitical organization,” Adam
Atlas, CJC’s executive vice-president, told the Montreal Gazette.

“We’ve been saying for years that we’re Québécois just like everyone else, so why should-
n’t our name say precisely that? To me, it’s very uncontroversial. And I don’t think a federalist
Quebecer should feel any less represented by us because of this new name.”

Victor Goldbloom, the Quebec region’s president, said “It’s not that the Canadian in our
name was a negative or is being rejected, it is that ‘Quebec’ is a positive.”It is important to be
identified as an integral part of this society.”

There are about 70,000 Jews in the province, at least one-third of who are francophones –
French-speaking Sephardim from North Africa.



By RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON (JTA) – President Obama has shown Iran the carrot and now Congress wants

to wave the stick. 
In perhaps the most substantial volley emanating from pro-Israel forces who hope to contain

Iran’s alleged nuclear weapons plans, several of the most senior and powerful Democrats in
the U.S. Congress sent a letter to the president last week urging stepped-up action. 

Signed by several key Democratic lawmakers, including Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-Md.), the
House of Representatives majority leader, the letter backs the Obama administration’s pledge
to pursue talks with Iran, but insists that engagement must be “serious and credible,” and not
“open-ended.” 

Talks should be launched “as soon as possible,” the letter states, and if they fail to produce
results quickly, then Obama should use executive orders to implement various sanctions.
Obama had backed some of the sanctions last year when he was a U.S. senator and running
for president. 

The American Israel Public Affairs Committee strongly praised the letter. 
“This is an important letter and one that AIPAC applauds,” spokesman Josh Block said. “It

expresses support for current efforts to create the opportunity for constructive engagement
should Iran choose to comply with international demands, but also strongly makes the point
that it cannot be an open-ended process that Iran exploits, and should that effort fail, the pres-
ident must be prepared to impose crippling economic sanctions on Iran to create the leverage
needed to change their behavior.” 

The letter was sent within days of Obama’s most dramatic attempt yet at outreach to Tehran:
a March 20 video message marking Nowruz, the secular Iranian new year. 

In that message, the president made good on his campaign promise to end former President
George W. Bush’s policy of keeping outreach to Iran to the minimum dictated by cooperation
on such regional trouble spots as Iraq and Afghanistan. 

“I would like to speak clearly to Iran’s leaders,” Obama said. “We have serious differences
that have grown over time. My administration is now committed to diplomacy that addresses
the full range of issues before us, and to pursuing constructive ties among the United States,
Iran and the international community. This process will not be advanced by threats. We seek
instead engagement that is honest and grounded in mutual respect.” 

Obama had spoken during his campaign of “bigger carrots and bigger sticks” when it comes
to Iran policy. Israel and its allies in Washington have not begrudged the carrot, if only because
the Bush administration’s isolation policy ultimately failed to halt the nuclear weapons pro-
gram. 

But the letter from top Democrats, as well as separate initiatives from Republicans, is a sig-
nal that Congress wants to see how big the stick is. 

The Democrats proposed “sanctioning the Central Bank of Iran; sanctioning international
banks that continue to do business with Iranian banks; denying access to American ports to
shipping companies whose ships call on Iranian ports; sanctioning insurance companies that
insure vessels calling on Iranian ports or that insure aircraft landing at Iranian airports; sanc-
tioning energy companies investing in Iran’s oil and gas sector.” 

It is not clear how Obama feels about such sanctions; he has yet to announce a sanctions
policy. Significantly, Dennis Ross, who is shaping the policy, was the most articulate defender
of the “bigger stick” strategy during the campaign, specifying the insurance and energy sector

strategies. 
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Flap over use of U.S. tax exemption to help settlements 
By ERIC FINGERHUT 

WASHINGTON (JTA) – Could a U.S. tax exemption be helping to hold back peace? 
A top Washington columnist suggested that last week, and an Arab-American organization is ask-

ing the Treasury Department to investigate the tax-exemption status of U.S. organizations that finan-
cially support Israeli settlements in the West Bank. 

Washington Post columnist David Ignatius pointed out in a March 26 column that while the U.S.
bans the spending of government aid money on Jewish settlements, it also provides a tax exemp-
tion – indirect government support – to organizations that raise money “for the very activities that
the government opposes.” 

Ignatius emphasized that there’s nothing illegal about the contributions, but noted that there were
28 U.S. charitable groups that made a total of $33.4 million in tax-exempt contributions to settle-
ments and related organizations between 2004 and 2007. 

The day after Ignatius’ column appeared, the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee
announced in a news release that it had filed “multiple administrative complaints” with the Treasury
Department and the Internal Revenue Service requesting investigations into the activities of tax-
exempt groups raising money for West Bank settlements, charging that the groups were using the
income “in direct violation of their addressed purpose.” 

An ADC spokesperson said the group found some “preliminary evidence” to suggest that funds
raised in the United States were being utilized for security or settlement construction, and felt it was
important to raise the issue of the tax exemption with the government. 

Americans for Peace Now spokesman Ori Nir was quoted in Ignatius’ piece, but said his organi-
zation was not planning or involved in any kind of initiative to yank the tax exemption for charities
sending money to settlements, nor was he aware of a legislative effort to do so. 

APN, he said, objects more generally to all the money going to support settlement activity – the
“very principle of funding settlements in the West Bank.” 

“It’s wrong for people to fund settlements,” whether it’s the U.S. government, Israeli government
or private individuals, Nir said. “Anyone who sends money for increased settlements is contribut-
ing to something that makes peace more difficult.”

Residents and supporters of settlements objected to the suggestion that U.S. donations to their
cause were in any way blocking peace. They said that any attempt to change the rules would be
unfair. 

In his blog, Yisrael Medad of the Shiloh settlement wrote that “a lot of American taxpayers’ money
surely does go to the so-called ‘occupied territories,’ actually, ‘disputed,’ as well as private charita-
ble contributions, without complaint by Ignatius. It’s just that the money goes to, well, Arabs” –
pointing to the $900 million of aid that the U.S. is slated to send to the West Bank and Gaza. 

Medad, a former Knesset aide and media critic who describes himself as an unofficial spokesman
for the Jewish Communities of Judea and Samaria, goes on to say that “What Ignatius seems to be
promoting is that you can get tax-exemption for your donation if the money doesn’t go to Jews. Or
are there other areas around the globe where a similar thesis could be argued, that you can sepa-
rate between peoples in the same territory?” 

Morton Klein, the
president of the
Zionist Organization
of America, offered
similar arguments,
saying it was discrim-
inatory to single out
the money Jewish
settlers in the West
Bank receive from
U.S. groups as
unworthy of tax-
exempt status while
permitting other
organizations to raise
funds for Palestinians
in the area. 

“The suggestion
that a Jewish minori-
ty living among a
West Bank Arab
majority is harming
peace is false,” he
said. 
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By JTA Staff 
NEW YORK (JTA) – The United States will seek to join the U.N. Human Rights Council,

reversing its policy of shunning the group and prompting concern among some Jewish orga-
nizations. 

On Tuesday, the Obama administration announced it would participate in May elections
for a seat on the 47-member council, “with the goal of working to make it a more effective
body to promote and protect human rights.” The Bush administration had withheld U.S.
membership from the Geneva-based council for its failure to confront human rights abusers
and its singling out of Israel for condemnation. 

“The United States helped to found the United Nations and retains a vital stake in advanc-
ing that organization’s genuine commitment to the human rights values that we share with
other member nations,” U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said in a statement announc-
ing the decision. 

JTA has learned that top State Department officials briefed Jewish organizational leaders
about the decision in a conference call late Tuesday evening. 

Since its creation in 2006 to replace the widely discredited U.N. Commission on Human
Rights, the council has passed 32 resolutions; 26 have been critical of Israel, according to
UN Watch, a Geneva-based watchdog group affiliated with the American Jewish Committee.
More than half of the council’s members fall short of basic democracy standards, according
to Freedom House, a democracy watchdog group. And in the past two years the council has
moved to eliminate its country-specific special experts investigating human rights abuses in
Darfur, Congo, Cuba, Belarus and Liberia. 

“Those who suffer from abuse and oppression around the world, as well as those who ded-
icate their lives to advancing human rights, need the council to be balanced and credible,”
said Susan Rice, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations. “The U.S. is seeking election
to the council because we believe that working from within, we can make the council a
more effective forum to promote and protect human rights. We hope to work in partnership
with many countries to achieve a more effective council.” 

The Anti-Defamation League expressed concern about the Obama administration’s deci-
sion. 

“There is no question that the U.S. can play a decisive role in making U.N. institutions
more effective, but the Human Rights Council has deep systemic flaws,” said Abraham
Foxman, the group’s national director. “We remain concerned that the U.S. decision to join
the council before meaningful reforms are put into motion may not achieve this desired
goal.”

Rep. Howard Berman (D-Calif.), the most senior Jewish lawmaker in the U.S. House of
Representatives, in his capacity as chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee supported
the decision. 

“The time is ripe to take a more positive and active role in challenging the Council and in
speaking out about genuine human rights atrocities,” Berman said in a statement. “In two
years, the Human Rights Council faces a mandated five-year review. By participating in the
process as a member of the Council, the Obama Administration can begin working to bring
about a much-needed overhaul.” 

The World Jewish Congress wondered whether the time was ripe for joining the council. 
“There are so many players on the Human Rights Council that do not have our interests at

heart that I think it will mobilize against the things that the United States is going to fight
for,” said Betty Ehrenberg, a WJC spokeswoman. “I’m not sure at this moment that the
Human Rights Council is free enough of its past and present difficulties and complications
to make this effort fruitful at this moment.” 

The executive director of UN Watch, Hillel Neuer, said he welcomes the U.S. decision,
“but only if it’s to vigorously push back against the world’s worst abusers.” He added, “The
council is worse than ever before, pathologically obsessed with scapegoating Israel while
turning a blind eye to millions of human rights victims around the
world.” 
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Janet Rosenberg Jagan, ex-Guyana president, dies
MIAMI (JTA) – Janet Rosenberg Jagan, Guyana’s only female president and one of the few

Jewish heads of state in Caribbean history, has died. 
Rosenberg, a veteran politician and co-founder of Guyana’s People’s Progressive Party, died

Saturday from an abdominal aneurysm. She was 88. 
She was believed to be the only Jew living in Guyana, a nation of 740,000 dominated by

Hindus and Muslims of East Indian descent, and Christians of African origin. 
Her husband, Cheddi Jagan, was elected president in 1992, and his wife took over the job

shortly after his death in 1997. She resigned after nearly two years in office because of a heart
attack. 

Jagan will be given a state funeral Tuesday in Georgetown, the capital city. President Bharrat
Jagdeo cut short his official visit to the Middle East to attend. 

Born into a middle-class Chicago Jewish family, Jagan was a product of the Great
Depression. At the age of 22, while a nursing student at Cook County Hospital, she fell in love
with Cheddi Jagan, a dental student from British Guiana. Against the wishes of both families,
the couple married and moved to Georgetown. 

Their involvement in leftist politics landed both in jail, though in 1966 the Jagans helped
win independence for Guyana, an English-speaking nation that is geographically in South
America but considers itself culturally and politically part of the Caribbean. 

“Cheddi and I always believed in socialism,” Jagan told JTA in an exclusive interview three
years ago. “To us that meant getting rid of oppression so the poor man could get out of pover-
ty and enjoy the fruits of this country.” 

Despite her worsening diabetes and other ailments, however, Jagan continued to work at
the party headquarters nearly up until the time of her death. 

Flap over use of U.S. tax exemption to help settlements 
By ERIC FINGERHUT 

WASHINGTON (JTA) – Could a U.S. tax exemption be helping to hold back peace? 
A top Washington columnist suggested that last week, and an Arab-American organization is

asking the Treasury Department to investigate the tax-exemption status of U.S. organizations
that financially support Israeli settlements in the West Bank. 

Washington Post columnist David Ignatius pointed out in a March 26 column that while the
U.S. bans the spending of government aid money on Jewish settlements, it also provides a tax
exemption – indirect government support – to organizations that raise money “for the very
activities that the government opposes.” 

Ignatius emphasized that there’s nothing illegal about the contributions, but noted that there
were 28 U.S. charitable groups that made a total of $33.4 million in tax-exempt contributions
to settlements and related organizations between 2004 and 2007. 

The day after Ignatius’ column appeared, the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee
announced in a news release that it had filed “multiple administrative complaints” with the
Treasury Department and the Internal Revenue Service requesting investigations into the activ-
ities of tax-exempt groups raising money for West Bank settlements, charging that the groups
were using the income “in direct violation of their addressed purpose.” 

An ADC spokesperson said the group found some “preliminary evidence” to suggest that
funds raised in the United States were being utilized for security or settlement construction, and
felt it was important to raise the issue of the tax exemption with the government. 

Americans for Peace Now spokesman Ori Nir was quoted in Ignatius’ piece, but said his orga-
nization was not planning or involved in any kind of initiative to yank the tax exemption for
charities sending money to settlements, nor was he aware of a legislative effort to do so. 

APN, he said, objects more generally to all the money going to support settlement activity –
the “very principle of funding settlements in the West Bank.” 

“It’s wrong for people to fund settlements,” whether it’s the U.S. government, Israeli govern-
ment or private individuals, Nir said. “Anyone who sends money for increased settlements is
contributing to something that makes peace more difficult.” 

Residents and supporters of settlements objected to the suggestion that U.S. donations to their
cause were in any way blocking peace. They said that any attempt to change the rules would
be unfair. 

In his blog, Yisrael Medad of the Shiloh settlement wrote that “a lot of American taxpayers’
money surely does go to the so-called ‘occupied territories,’ actually, ‘disputed,’ as well as pri-
vate charitable contributions, without complaint by Ignatius. It’s just that the money goes to,
well, Arabs” – pointing to the $900 million of aid that the U.S. is slated to send to the West
Bank and Gaza. 

Medad, a former Knesset aide and media critic who describes himself as an unofficial
spokesman for the Jewish Communities of Judea and Samaria, goes on to say that “What
Ignatius seems to be promoting is that you can get tax-exemption for your donation if the
money doesn’t go to Jews. Or are there other areas around the globe where a similar thesis
could be argued, that you can separate between peoples in the same territory?” 

Morton Klein, the president of the Zionist Organization of America, offered similar arguments,
saying it was discriminatory to single out the money Jewish settlers in the West Bank receive
from U.S. groups as unworthy of tax-exempt status while permitting other organizations to raise
funds for Palestinians in the area. 

“The suggestion that a Jewish minority living among a West Bank Arab majority is harming
peace is false,” he said. 
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By MYRON LOVE

Elliot Lazar, the star of the recent Gray Academy production of
“Pippin”, didn’t initially set his cap on winning the lead role. “It was
only after I read the play and got to know it well that I became pas-
sionate about the production and badly wanted the lead role,” says
the Gray Academy Grade 9 student (whose appetite for theatre was
whetted by his supporting role as Tiny Tom in the Gray Academy’s pro-
duction of “Urinetown” two years ago).

“I think I did well in the role,” Lazar says. “More importantly, we
had fun doing this and I believe we put on a good show.”

Kudos to Miriam Bronstein and her cast of Gray Academy high
school students for their presentation of “Pippin” March 24-26 at the
Centre-Culturel Franco Manitobain. The long running Broadway musi-
cal is a challenging piece that the cast and crew pulled off with enthu-
siasm and polish.

As with “Urinetown” two years ago, the Gray Academy has
eschewed the safe and saccharine for an edgy production with a mes-
sage.

“Pippin” is based on
the life of Pippin the
Hunchback, a son of
Charlemagne, the leg-
endary Medieval king of
the Franks who ruled an
empire consisting of pre-
sent day France,
Belgium, Holland and
much of Germany.

The musical opened on
Broadway on October
23, 1972, and ran until
June 12, 1977. The direc-
tor was Bob Fosse
(“Chicago”, “All That
Jazz”) with words and
music by Stephen
Schwartz (“Godspell”,
“Wicked”. “The Prince of
Egypt”, “Pocahontas”).

The theme itself - home
is where the heart is - is
not new. King Solomon
said it best in
“Ecclesiastes” and
Dorothy reiterated it 70
years ago in “The Wizard
of Oz”. This production
centres on the young
Prince Pippin - portrayed
by Elliot Lazar - as he
searches for meaning in
life.

The play opens as
young Pippin is graduat-
ing from the University of
Padua. We are intro-
duced to him by the
three muses (Rachel
Rubin, Sarah Sommer
and Sari Waldman)
dressed like circus ring
masters.

Armed with his degree, he returns to the court of his father,
Charlemagne, unsure what to do next with his life - searching for his
“Corner of the Sky”. His father, as portrayed by Zev Faintuch, is a vain,
self-centred individual who while singing “Welcome Home” is obvi-
ously not much interested in the studious young man. He favours his
second son, the strutting warrior Lewis (played by Josh Goldstein who
constantly flexes his muscles). We also meet Lewis’ mother and
Pippin’s stepmother, the scheming, bejewelled Fastrada (Sophie Katz),
dressed in a long gown and gloves, who views herself as a simple
housewife. Fastrada works hard to ingratiate Lewis with Charlemagne
while undermining Pippin’s position.

Pippin decides to try war in his search for meaning. He enthusiasti-
cally signs on for a major battle against the Goths. He constantly inter-
rupts his father who is singing about the joy of war (“War is a
Science”). After the battle, with the stage littered with bodies, Pippin
is certain that war and bloodshed are not for him.

He goes to see his grandmother to find out what she has to say about
the meaning of life. Shelly Gelman, playing the role of Berte, the
grandmother, tells him that life is short (“No Time at All”) and that he
should make hay while he can.

Pippin tries becoming a womanizer singing “With You” with dancers
Arielle Block, Brittany Kessler, Amy Lieberman and Hadera Short.
When that doesn’t satisfy him, he tries his hand at radical politics. He
murders his father, takes the throne and frees the serfs and eliminates
taxes. When the enemy invades, he finds that he has left his country
defenceless. So he turns back time to before he killed his father.

Despite being reassured by the muses that he is “On the Right
Track”, Pippin has become disillusioned and bitter. Catherine (Erin
Minuk), a young widow finds him sleeping on the side of the road and
brings him back to her farm. At first, he is surly and helps out on the
farm only reluctantly. Eventually, he forms a bond with Catherine’s
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Gray Academy Students’ Production of “Pippen” Features Stellar Performances

Pippin’s love interest Catherine (Erin
Minuk). Photo courtesy of Gray Academy of
Jewish Education.

Zev Faintuch (Charlemagne) being confronted by his son, Pippin
(Elliot Lazar). Photo courtesy of Gray Academy of Jewish Education. (Cont. on page 54. See “Pippin”.)

Pippin lead Elliot Lazar. Photo courtesy of Gray Academy of Jewish Education.



son, Theo (Ethan Chernick), and
his duck.

After a year spent with
Catherine and Theo, he decides
that this is not what he is looking
for either and abruptly leaves.
Catherine sings a world weary “I
Guess I’ll Miss the Man”, even
though he was generally moody
and unhappy.

Pippin returns to court where
the muses and the assembled
company have a grand plan for
his life, something memorable, a
flaming suicide. Pippin has
doubts which are reinforced by
the appearance of Catheirine and
Theo. Despite the intense disap-
pointment of the mob, he realizes
that the answers that he has been
looking for are on the farm with
Catherine and Theo.

Some of the proceeds from the
performances are being donated
to the Canadian Cancer Society.

And once again, bravo to the
cast, crew and production team
for a job well done. And with
most of the lead players (Elliot
Lazar, Josh Goldstein, Sophie
Katz, Shelly Gelmon and Erin
Minuk) only in Grade 9 (Zev
Faintuch is in Grade 11), there
would seem to be a lot of talent
available for the next Gray
Academy production in two
years.
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Pippin
(Cont. from page 53.)

Group scenes from Pippin
All photos courtesy of Gray Academy of Jewish Education.
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