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TORONTO (JTA) – Canada will boycott
the third U.N. conference against racism, cit-
ing the charged anti-Israel and anti-Semitic
rhetoric at its predecessors.

Immigration Minister Jason Kenney at a
Nov. 25 news conference said the U.N.
General Assembly has chosen to “repeat and
even augment the mistakes of the past” by
holding an anniversary conference in New
York next September, timed to coincide with
the annual opening of the U.N. General
Assembly.

“Canada will not participate in this cha-
rade,” Kenney said. “Canada is clearly com-
mitted to the fight against racism, but the
Durban process commemorates an agenda
that actually promotes racism rather than
combats it.”

“We will not lend our good name to this
Durban hate fest,” Kenney said.

The conference is slated to mark the 10th
anniversary of the 2001 meeting in South
Africa aimed at defeating xenophobia and
racism. Canada and several other countries
walked out of that meeting after Iran and sev-
eral other countries engaged in Israel-bashing.

The United States led a walkout of the first
conference in Durban, South Africa, in 2001
after it devolved into an anti-Israel hate-fest. A
number of Western nations kept away from its
follow-up in 2009.

Canada was the first country to withdraw
from Durban II last year in Geneva.

In a statement, opposition Liberal leader
Michael Ignatieff said he “unequivocally” sup-
ports the government’s decision to boycott the
Durban III conference.

Canadian Jewish groups praised Ottawa’s
move.

“On this they are the international leaders,
not the Canadian leader, they’re leading the
world,” Bernie Farber, the CEO of the
Canadian Jewish Congress, told the Toronto
Sun.

Frank Dimant, the CEO of B’nai Brith
Canada, said that “Yet again, Canada is taking
the lead on the world stage in terms of princi-
pled policymaking. We saw the writing on the
wall with the failures of the first two Durban
conferences, which promoted rather than
combated racism against the Jewish people.
The world should surely know by now that the
Durban process is completely tainted.”

A number of Jewish groups want the
Obama administration to announce early on
that it will not attend the next conference in
order to rally a broad boycott.

Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-Fla.), the incom-
ing chairwoman of the U.S. House of
Representatives Foreign Affairs Committee,
also had called for a boycott. The Obama
administration’s strategy with the United

Nations has been to join
its deliberations in hopes
of reversing them.
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“Substandard care” case at Sharon
Home leads to further questions

By BERNIE BELLAN
On Friday, November 19, an article in the Free Press written by

Kevin Rollason titled “Family seeks change after deficient care” told
the story of a resident of the Sharon Home who had died after receiv-
ing what the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority referred to as “sub-
standard care”.

The article told how 93-year-old Lilyan (referred to in the article as
Lilian) Peck had died in hospital two days after having been taken
from the Sharon Home suffering from what were described as “hor-
rendous bedsores”. In fact, Mrs. Peck did not have bedsores, accord-
ing to her daughter Marsha Palansky. Rather, she had developed a
severe bacterial infection as a result of being allowed to remain in
soiled clothing for a prolonged period.

As a result of what happened to Mrs. Peck, which the Victoria
Hospital deemed a “critical incident”, the Protection of Persons in
Care Office and the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner were noti-
fied.

According to a letter, dated Nov. 18, sent by the Sharon Home to
residents and families of residents at the home, “the Sharon Home ini-
tiated the appropriate reviews...into the care of this resident.”

The letter went on to note that “Immediately upon learning of the
incident, Sharon Home initiated a ‘Head to Toe’ assessment of other
residents on the ward where the resident in question had resided.
Nothing unexpected or previously unknown was found. Once that
was completed, the assessments process was expanded to include all
residents in our facility. Again, nothing unexpected or previously
unknown was found.”

Since that time I have delved into that particular case, along with the
cases of several other residents of the Sharon Home whose situation
has been brought to my attention by relatives of those residents.

As well, I have been in contact with the CEO of the Sharon Home,
Sandra Delorme; representatives of the Manitoba Department of
Health Protection of Persons in Care Office; Winnipeg Regional
Health Authority; Liberal leader Jon Gerrard, and a number of indi-
viduals who either have parents or spouses in the Sharon Home.

At the outset I wanted to make it clear to all persons with whom I
was in contact that I had no intention of conducting a “witch hunt” or
of writing an exposé. My purpose in writing this article is not only to
explore certain aspects of care in the Sharon Home, but also to
attempt to assuage the degree to which any one nursing home in
Manitoba can be compared with other nursing homes on a wide
range of quality indicators.

Although it is difficult to compare the Sharon Home with other nurs-
ing homes without access to information that is kept confidential by
various government or quasi-government agencies, there do seem to
be certain issues that are deserving of attention with respect to the
Sharon Home.

The one issue that is most problematic is the complaints process. As
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one might expect within any nursing home,
at any given time there are numerous
instances whereby a relative of a resident
may feel that his or her loved one is not

receiving adequate care.
The Sharon Home does have a well-defined complaints process, a

copy of which was sent to me by Sandra Delorme; however, anecdo-
tally I was given information about a great many instances that called
into question the effectiveness of the home’s methods of dealing with
complaints.

It is not realistic to view the tragic situation that befell Mrs. Peck as
an isolated incident. If the complaints process that the Sharon Home
has in place were at all effective, it begs the question why did six nurs-
es have to be suspended and one nurse fired outright, which is what
happened following Mrs. Peck’s death.

Thus, the issue becomes one of accountability. At the time of writing
this, an ad hoc group of individuals who have relatives in the Sharon
Home has already met once to discuss their situation and has plans to
meet again.

I suggested to Sandra Delorme and to a member of the Board of the
Sharon Home that a special meeting ought to be convened in order to
have an airing of issues relating to care at the home. Further, I sug-
gested that the annual meeting of the home’s Board of Directors ought
to be more widely publicized, since one of the complaints that I also
heard during the process of preparing this article is that notice of the
annual meeting is inadequately given.

The larger picture
As one might expect in delving into this subject, precise information

is difficult to come by. For instance, the “Protection of Persons in Care
Act” requires the Province to maintain a catalogue of complaints of
elder abuse in personal care homes that are reported to the officer in
charge of monitoring those complaints.

Information provided to me by Dr. Jon Gerrard, Leader of the
Mantioba Liberal Party and a physician, however, shows that there has
been a skyrocketing in the number of complaints received by that offi-
cer over a seven-year period: From 443 in  2001-2002 to 1,221 in
2007-2008. Yet, the number of investigations completed related to
reports of alleged abuse of personal care home residents plummeted
from 106 in 2001-2002 to only 39 in 2007-08.

When asked to explain this seeming discrepancy, a Manitoba
Government spokesperson gave an answer that was 11 paragraphs
long and that mentioned improved education for workers in nursing
homes, differences between reports of “abuse and critical incidents”
and a number of other items, but no explanation as to why the num-
ber of investigations completed had plummeted.

Thus, one is left to wonder whether the individuals responsible for
responding to complaints of elder abuse in nursing homes in fact pay
lip service to the requirements of the act rather than treat them seri-
ously. It defies credulity to think that the number of complaints

received has tripled in a seven-year period, but the number of investi-
gations completed into those complaints has gone down by over 67
percent.

Repeatedly during the process of gathering material in preparation
for writing this article, I attempted to find out whether information
about reports of abuse at individual nursing homes is available to the
public.

As one might well expect, that “is not information that the Protection
of Persons in Care Office provides publicly,” according to a spokesper-
son for that office. However, in a 2006 study conducted by the
Manitoba Centre for Health Policy titled “Assessing Manitoba’s
Nursing Homes: Is Good Good Enough?”, the study’s authors com-
pared 89 personal care nursing homes in the province for a broad
variety of indicators that were seen to be reflective of the quality of
care in any one nursing home.

Those quality indicators included: Hip fractures; non-hip fractures;
falls; respiratory infections; bed sores; fluid and electrolyte imbal-
ances.

The study noted that “over half of Manitoba PCH residents are aged
85 or older. In addition, about 65% have been diagnosed with demen-
tia and 70% diagnosed with two or more chronic diseases.”

The study went on no note that there are large variations in quality
among Manitoba Personal Care Homes. Yet, the public is never given
access to the evaluations of personal care homes. How is one to know
whether a home to which a loved one might be admitted is of a high
caliber or not, beyond relying on anecdotal evidence?

Looking at the Sharon Home specifically
With this as background (and I admit that wading through reams of

statistics and reports took me back to my days writing term papers in
university), I began to look at the Sharon Home specifically. As I men-
tioned previously, my intention was not to skewer the home. Rather, I
wanted to see if what happened with Mrs. Peck could be put into
some larger context. In addition to my questions about the complaints
process, which is referred to earlier, I had questions about staffing lev-
els, about food portions, and about annual meetings of the home.

I put those questions to Sandra Delorme, in the form of an e-mail. I
also spoke with a member of the Board of Directors of the Sharon
Home. (That person asked that their name not be used in this article.)

Interestingly, in my conversation with the member of the Board, we
discussed why it is that so many residents of the Sharon Home have
“personal companions”. The phrase that I heard in reply, and one that
I have heard over and over again in preparing this article is “Jewish
guilt”. 

But the issue why so many individuals who have relatives at the
Sharon Home feel obligated to hire personal companions is one that
merits a more detailed analysis.

There are 200 residents at the Sharon
Home. According to Sandra Delorme, in
response to a question I posed about staffing
levels, the home has “271 people on the
Payroll System, but not all are actively work-
ing at this time.”

As far as how many are full-time and how
many part-time, Delorme responded that
“There are 90 Full-Time and 130 Part-Time
staff.  There are 43 Casual.   In the Nursing
Department, there is currently a staffing level
of 3.6 paid hours of care per resident per day
which is considered the standard.”

I asked whether junior staff are ever asked
to perform the work of more senior staff.
Delorme’s answer was: “No.  Although
Health Care Aides and Nurses do work close-
ly together, each have their own defined roles
based on education, skills, and competency.”

There does seem to be an issue, however,
with how many staff are available at certain
times of the day, especially at night.
Moreover, one might well ask how adminis-
trators know whether some senior staff are
assigning some duties to lower-level staff.
Certainly for six nurses to have been sus-
pended and one to have been fired outright,
the inevitable inference is that disregard of
standard procedure could not have been
confined to Mrs. Peck’s situation, no matter
what the home’s internal investigation fol-
lowing Mrs. Peck’s death may have shown.
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By MYRON LOVE 
The Board of Directors of the Jewish

Foundation of Manitoba and Frank
O’Dea live by the same watchwords in
their charitable work. Just as the
Foundation puts into action its long term
vision of helping to maintain a viable
community here far into the future
through its charitable giving, O’Dea uses
his wealth to make a difference in his
community as well in the lives of street
children and war-effected children
worldwide. 

The shared values between the
Foundation and the founder of the
Second Cup coffee chain made O’Dea
an ideal guest speaker for the
Foundation’s 36th annual Luncheon
which was held on Friday, November 19,
once again at the Fairmont.

In her comments, Marsha Cowan, the
Foundation’s Chief Executive Director,
reported that following some setbacks due to the market crash in 2008
and early 2009, the Foundation is back on track to its goal of a capi-
tal base of $100 million. The current capital base is nearing $70 mil-
lion.

“We have received $4.1-million in new gifts this year alone,” she
said.

She also introduced the Foundation’s new symbol – a bright sun-
flower meant to symbolize the multi-layered aspect of the organiza-
tion and its life-giving efforts.

In 2011, the Foundation will be initiating its second five-year plan,
with an emphasis on more pro-active relationship with donors. “We
aim to help donors realize their philanthropic dreams,” Cowan said.
“We are always looking for more effective ways to meet the needs of
our recipients and serve the community.”

Ed Shinewald, the Foundation’s current president, introduced the
guest speaker, a man who has experienced both the best and the worst
of what life in Canada has to offer.

Frank O’Dea’s story is an inspiring example of overcoming adversi-
ty and addiction.

“Thirty years ago,” he began, “I was living on the street in Toronto.
My friends and I would panhandle for 99 cents to buy a bottle of wine
to share. Our biggest decision of the day was whether to sleep outside
or try to panhandle another 50 cents to sleep in a flophouse. We
would always be promising to quit drinking tomorrow, call our fami-
lies tomorrow, get a job tomorrow. But tomorrow never came.

“Four years ago, I received the Order of Canada at Rideau Hall.
Today, I stand before the leaders of Winnipeg’s Jewish community. It
has been a long journey from skid row.”

O’Dea’s descent into alcoholism and homelessness at age 13 began
when he first discovered a taste for alcohol. At the age of 21, his father
sat him down in the family’s den in their Montreal home and told him
he had to leave.

“My father told me my family was tired of my wrecking cars and
their having to be constantly bailing me out of trouble. He said that
my sisters and brothers were afraid to bring friends home because
they never knew what condition I would be in. My family did not
want any more contact with me until I changed my life.”

His father did arrange a job for him in Oakville, Ontario. While
O’Dea was happy to have the job to go to, he didn’t last long in the
work because of his drinking. It wasn’t long before he was on the
street.

His saving angel in part was a storekeeper in the area named Izzy
who had an open offer to hire the vagrant O’Dea for $5 a day. “It did-
n’t matter how many hours I put in or if I showed up or not,” he
recalled. “If it were cold out or I needed a place to go, I would come
to work. Izzy saved my life.”

It was while working at the store that O’Dea first heard an ad on the
radio for Alcoholics Anonymous. But it was only several months later
that he hit a wall and turned to AA. 

“I was standing on a street corner and realized that I couldn’t go on
like I was any longer. I had to change or die. I made the phone call
and I haven’t had a drink since. That is almost 30 years.”

It took about six months for O’Dea’s condition to improve enough
to be employable. Friends bought him a new suit of clothes and he
found work in sales. By 1974, he was working selling construction
equipment in Oakville. That year, the then 29-year-old was
approached to be a campaign manager for a Liberal candidate run-
ning in the coming federal election. Also joining the election team
was Tom Culligan.

Following the campaign, Culligan and O’Dea decided to go into

business together and invest-
ed their money in a small coffee kiosk in a Scarborough Mall.
Although they knew nothing about the business when they

began, they learned and became wildly successful. When they sold
their business in 1988, Second Cup was a 150-store chain.

In recent years, O’Dea has devoted much of his time and wealth to
children’s charities such as UNICEF and War Child Canada. “I have
travelled the world and seen many examples of man’s inhumanity to
man,” he says. “It makes me appreciate what a great country we live
in. It is through the grace of God that I was born in Canada and not a
place like Sierra Leone.

“Every day I try to do something that will make a difference in some-
body’s life or in my community. That is also what the Jewish
Foundation strives to do. Winnipeg has a reputation for being a leader
in philanthropy. Everywhere I go, I seem to meet former Winnipeggers
making a difference in their new communities. Winnipeg must be a
wonderful place.” 
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Short Takes
The recent controversy surrounding the

death of Lilyan Peck, who had been a resident
of the Sharon Home, is one of those stories
that has tongues wagging.

Inevitably in situations such as this people
take sides. You either hear a litany of com-
plaints coming from aggrieved relatives of
residents or equally determined defences of
the home coming from other relatives.

Is the Sharon Home any different from any other nursing home in
that respect? Certainly the situation in which it finds itself is an
extremely difficult one. Any nursing home’s task is to provide care for
individuals in the final years of their lives, with all the attendant diffi-
culties that ensue from that mandate.

Dealing with patients with dementia and a host of chronic diseases
makes the task all the more difficult. How often have we heard some-
one say despairingly: “Don’t ever put me into a home “ - in which the
word “home” becomes a metaphor for our fear of death.

Unfortunately, death is inevitable and, as our society ages, most of
us will have to deal with the trials and tribulations of caring for a loved
one, often by having them institutionalized. (That word has such a
nasty connotation, but in our determination to use euphemisms to
describe the reality of life, we try and avoid certain words.) And,
inevitably also, some of us who are now still competent to look after
ourselves will one day be consigned either to the Sharon Home or
another nursing home.

The Simkin Centre of the Sharon Home is a magnificent work of
architecture. But so was the old Sharon Home on Magnus Avenue in
its day - at least the newer wing was.

It isn’t bricks and mortar, however, that make for a comfortable place
in which to live out your final days. It’s the ambience - the attitudes of
the people working there, that help to define how good a particular
nursing home is.

For those who can remember, for the longest time the Sharon Home
on Magnus was run by Dr. Henry Faintuch, ably assisted by his wife
Sonia. Yes, Dr. Faintuch had a reputation for being somewhat of an
autocrat, but the usual description of how things were run there was:
“The Faintuchs cared about the people living there.”

Since that time, the Sharon Home has become far more bureaucra-
tized. It is now one of many nursing homes under the ultimate respon-
sibility of the Province of Manitoba. Inevitably, as institutions pass
from private control to a kind of quasi-public control, they lose some
of the personal imprint that made them distinctive and more  familiar
to the residents of those institutions.

One of the points about the Sharon Home that I did not discuss in
my article beginning on page one is how few Jewish employees actu-
ally work there. I did ask Sandra Delorme that question, and her

answer was: “While
we are aware of a few
staff that have identi-
fied themselves as
Jewish, this is not
something that we
track or even ask our-
selves.”

Perhaps I’m mis-
guided on this point,
but I can’t help but
feel that having
Jewish employees in
what is, after all, a
Jewish nursing home
(even though anyone
can be admitted to
the home these days),
would be a positive
asset for the home. 

There is another dis-
turbing aspect to what
happened at the
home following Mrs.
Peck’s death. Seven
nurses were disci-
plined and one, in
fact, was fired. Yet, in
a letter sent to resi-
dents and family
members, it is stated
that “Immediately
upon learning of the

incident, Sharon
Home initiated a
‘Head to Toe’ assess-
ment of all other resi-
dents on the ward
where the resident in
question had resided.
Nothing unexpected
or previously
unknown was found.
Once that was com-
pleted, the assess-
ments process was
expanded to include
all residents in our
facility. Again, noth-
ing unexpected or
previously unknown
was found.”

Are we to honestly
believe that seven
nurses were so negli-
gent in their duty
toward just one resi-
dent that they were all
deserving of discipli-
nary action, going so
far as dismissal, but
that nothing “unex-
pected” was found in
the case of any other resident? Does this mean that Mrs. Peck was
somehow singled out for some particular form of “substandard treat-
ment’, as the officer responsible for administration of the Protection of
Persons in Care Act found - a form of treatment that required the dis-
ciplining of seven nurses, yet nothing was amiss in the case of any
other resident?

One might well ask, therefore, how were those seven nurses behav-
ing insofar as the care of other residents was concerned? 

Something is seriously amiss here. This goes to the issue of credibil-
ity.

Again, as I suggested in my article on page one, there is a need for
improved communication at the Sharon Home. It is not sufficient sim-
ply to say that a complaints policy exists and that there is an annual
general meeting open to all.

As the saying goes, “Justice must not only be done, it must be seen
to be done.” It is incumbent upon the Board of Directors of the Sharon
Home to address the concerns of family members. I suggested in my
article that a meeting ought to be called soon to address those con-
cerns.

Organizations and institutions breed their own particular cultures.
We live in a society where individuals expect answers to questions -
even more so among Jews, who are not as acquiescent as other groups
in listening to authority figures.

There are still too many questions about the Sharon Home emanat-
ing from Mrs. Peck’s death for family members there to feel comfort-
able with the dearth of answers that they have been receiving.

Speaking of not wanting to address issues that may be upsetting to
some, George Galloway’s appearance here on Nov. 26 is but the lat-
est of a series of appearances by articulate individuals who are highly
critical of the State of Israel.

Following Norman Finkelstein, Mordecai Briemberg, and Michael
Keefer, Galloway was certainly the best known of any critic of Israel
to have appeared here recently.

All four of these men are thoroughly acquainted with the arguments
that the defenders of Israel put forward. Their audiences here tend to
be composed of the same individuals, although Galloway certainly
drew by far the largest crowd. 

When I listen to individuals such as Galloway, however, I cannot
help but feel utter and total despair. His denunciation of Israel was so
unilateral that it is difficult to see how his world view could even
allow for Israel to continue existing, except in a very truncated form.

If only reasonable people representing both sides  could get togeth-
er here and have a thoughtful exchange of views.
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Correction
In our Nov. 17 issue, in a story about Belle Millo’s presentation

during the Tarbut festival at the Rady JCC, it was incorrectly stated
that the Jewish Heritage Centre does not have any of the Spielberg
tapes of local Holocaust survivors who recorded their stories for that
project.

In fact,the Heritage Centre does some have of the tapes of local
survivors.



By BERNIE BELLAN

Dr. Victor Chernov couldn’t
have picked a worse day to
visit Winnipeg. Unfortunately
for him, having only just
arrived in Canada from Israel
this past September, his
speaking engagement at the
Berney Theatre on Thursday,
Nov. 25, coincided with yet
another great big dump of
snow that we received over a
one-week period beginning
Nov. 19.

Still, as Chernov told the
small crowd that had braved
the elements to hear him give
his surprisingly humourous
address entitled “It doesn’t
take a  rocket scientist”, his
soon-to-end tour of Western
Canada on behalf of the
Canadian Associates of the
Technion had seen him encounter snowstorms almost everywhere he
had been, including Regina, Calgary, and yes, even Vancouver. 

In introducing Dr. Chernov, the new President of the local chapter of
Canadian Associates of the Technion, Javier Schwersensky (who
assumed that role from the long-serving and faithful supporter of the
Technion, Morley Blankstein), told the audience that Dr. Chernov had
just recently received his Ph.D from the Technion in August.

Having emigrated to Israel in 1990 from his native Leningrad (now
St. Petersburg), Chernov said that he “was born to be an engineer”.
(Both his parents are engineers, he noted.)

Admitting that he
was not a particular-
ly good student as a
youngster, Chernov
described the
Technion as not “a
simple place to study
in. You’re over-
whelmed by the
amount of material
and there are always
people that are
smarter than you
around.”

Yet, Chernov per-
severed and moved
into the area of study
which he is now
pursuing as a post-
graduate at the
University of
Toronto: The study of
gels as rocket fuels.

Although  any dis-
cussion of some-
thing as complex as
rocket fuels is, of
necessity, highly
technical, Chernov
approached the sub-
ject in a laid-back
and entertaining
manner during his
30-minute presenta-
tion.

Essentially, he said,
converting a rocket
fuel to a gel form
serves two purposes:
It makes it safer and
it improves perfor-
mance. 

Since research in
this subject area is

relatively scarce, Chernov admitted, he was told by his supervisors
at the Technion that when he was searching for answers to difficult
questions he would have to look to himself for those answers.

In an interesting question and answer period that followed his
presentation, Chernov was asked whether it was true that Arab stu-
dents were not allowed to study aeronautical engineering at the
Technion.

He answered: “I’ve heard this before. It’s rubbish. It’s very hard
to get clearance for anyone - not just Arab students - to work in this
field. It was hard for me, too.”

Chernov was asked what kind of experience he has had working
with young people. Before he gave his answer, he noted that ques-
tion had been “planted”. Chernov said that “a good question is
one you don’t have an answer to. A very good question is one that
you have had time to prepare for - a planted question.”

(Frankly, I was so busy writing down that little pearl of wisdom,
I didn’t pay attention to his answer to the original question.)

During the course of his talk, Chernov had told an interesting
story about his encounter with an Iranian student when he first
arrived at the University of Toronto (where he will be conducting
research for the next two years.)

He said that, upon meeting this Iranian and telling him that he
came from the Technion, rather than recoiling in horror at the
prospect of working with an Israeli, the Iranian student was

delighted to meet someone who actually came from the Technion,
telling Chernov that at the university in Iran from where he came, he
had read all the papers written by Technion scientists about his par-
ticular area of interest.

Relating that he has met students from countries all over the world
since he got to Toronto, Chernov said that he hadn’t “encountered any
problems with any other students” there. (He noted that there are
many other Iranians studying at the U of T.)

“One of the reasons,” he suggested, “is the reputation of the
Technion. They may not like my country, but they respect me because
of where I come from.”

Unfortunately, Chernov said, in response to another question from
an audience member about government cutbacks in support for insti-
tutions of higher learning, many students who leave Israel to pursue
post-graduate studies “don’t want to go back to Israel.”

Chernov told the story how, during the course of his studies for his
Masters degree, “a very important piece of equipment was broken.”
He said that he had to wait a very long time for that equipment to be
replaced - something, he noted, that is not nearly as much of a prob-
lem at schools outside of Israel.

In thanking Chernov for his presentation, Schwersensky urged audi-
ence members to consider volunteering to work with the local group
of Technion Associates or, better yet, to take out memberships if they
had not already done so.
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Technion scientist laments lack of funding for research at Israeli institutions of higher learning

VICTOR CHERNOV
“a good question is one you don’t have
an answer to. A very good question is
one that you have had time to prepare
for - a planted question.”
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Gwen Secter to present
Jolson movie series

“Once again, Gwen Secter Creative
Living Centre offers an exciting and infor-
mative vintage movie and discussion
night with movie aficionado Sam Minuk!

This series features the movies of Al
Jolson and is scheduled to start
onThursday January 6, 2011. Added
attraction this time is the offering of a
light dinner featuring sandwich and
accompaniments.

Come out and enjoy an evening of fun,
entertainment and socialization and rem-
inisce about the days of those classic
movies!

The fee is $80 for 8 consecutive
“Dinner and Movie” nights at Gwen
Secter.

Deadline to register is December 22 by
calling Elaine at 339-1701.



Dr. Mayer Yacowar is
a real life saver – and
not only because he is
a doctor.

On September 30,
for the second time in
six years, the Montreal-
born Yacowar - who
has family in Winnipeg
(his aunt, Evelyn

Maslowski, and her family) - saved someone
from drowning while on vacation. 

The first time it happened was while he was
on a holiday in Hawaii. “I saved a Japanese
woman – a tourist – who was in the water and
had a spinal fracture,” he recalls. “She wasn’t
breathing. I brought her to shore and resusci-
tated her. I did CPR until her heart started beat-

ing again. That took
20 minutes. I then
followed her to the
trauma unit.”

Over the years,
Yacowar has
responded in emer-
gency situations on
several other occa-
sions on planes and
in the water. “I’m a
strong swimmer,” he
says.

His most recent
heroic effort was
made more compli-
cated because he had
his six-year-old son,
Noah, with him in
the water at the time. 

It happened just off
the Turks and Caicos
Islands. Mayer and
Noah were part of a
group of snorkellers –
it was Noah’s first
time in the ocean – in
the water when the
weather changed.

Fellow Torontonians Shawn and Helen Ghalili
began to experience difficulty. While no one on the
boat noticed, Yacowar did. 

The Yacowars were about 50 yards away from the
boat. After making sure that Noah was okay on his
own, Yacowar swam over to the troubled couple.
Shawn Ghalili was in particular distress. Mayer
Yacowar reached him and began pulling him back
to the boat with Noah swimming ahead and calling
out encouragement. After a few minutes, the rescuer
had to help Helen Ghalili, too, as she was tiring.

By the time, they were able to attract the attention
of the people on the boat and get help, Yacowar
himself was near exhaustion.

What makes his actions even more remarkable is
that the 47-year-old doctor has himself been suffer-
ing from angina for many years.

Yacowar would seem to have a zest for excite-
ment. “It’s nice to be able to use my expertise out-
side of my normal element,” he says. 

His choice of location for his medical practice also
reflects his interest in helping those in need. He
works in the troubled and crime-plagued Jane and
Finch neighbourhood in Toronto.

“What I like about practising in the Jane and Finch
area is that we see a lot of new immigrants,” he says.
“I can see where our country is heading.”

* * *
As with Mayer Yacowar, Winnipeg lawyer Robert

Tapper QC has charted a legal career that goes
beyond the traditional. Tapper (Tapper Cuddy LLP)
was recently recognized for his achievements when
he was cited as the “Winnipeg Best Lawyers Personal
Injury Lawyer of the Year” for 2011, by Best Lawyers,
the oldest and most respected peer-review publica-
tion in the legal profession. He was also recognized
by the organization for his medical malpractice and
media/defamation law.

Best Lawyers Canada is an offshoot of Best Lawyers
America and has been in operation in Canada for the
past six years. Tapper says that he was surprised and
flattered to be so recognized. Only one lawyer per
jurisdiction is chosen per year.

The Winnipeg-born and raised Tapper was called
to the Bar in Manitoba in 1974 and in Ontario in
1981. For the first ten years of his career, he practised
criminal Law.

“Today, criminal law is exciting,” Tapper observes.
“We have DNA to work with – and computers –
wiretaps. When I began my practice, we didn’t have
that. I didn’t find criminal law that interesting.”

Early on in his practice, Tapper found himself tak-
ing on some medical malpractice cases. “I really enjoyed those cases,”
he says. “By the early 1980s, a large portion of my case load involved
medical malpractice. What I really like about it is that it takes me out of
strictly Law and into science.”

Over the past 30 years, Tapper has become recognized as one of the
top medical malpractice lawyers in western Canada (although he still
does some criminal work as a special prosecutor for the province in
respect of charges against police officers). “There are not very many of
us who are willing to take on these cases,” he says. “They are risky,
expensive and time consuming.”

In three cases, he is proud to note, his legal arguments have brought
about changes in medical standards. “Doctors are not the only ones
who have a say in medical standards,” he says. “Legal input can also
have an effect.” 

Recently Tapper jumped into a legal battle of a different kind. He has
volunteered to serve as counsel - without charge - for University of
Manitoba Maths Prof. Gábor Lukács who filed an application in court
at the end of September challenging U of M’s right to award a PhD to a
student in the mathematics program who didn’t meet all the require-
ments. In response, the university suspended Lukács for three months
without pay.

Tapper says that Lukács, 27, is one of the smartest individuals he’s ever
met, but will still need help making his case before a judge. “I got a call
from someone who’s in the (U of M) administration who felt this guy
(Lukács) needed some assistance,” Tapper told the Winnipeg Free Press.
“I think Lukács has a very legitimate point and I think it’s worth advanc-
ing.

“Sometimes you just have to turn the meter off and do what’s right.”
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Social Notes

Card o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
We would like to thank
our family and friends

for participating in the celebrations
and for their donations of choice

on the occasion of
Marian’s 80th Birthday

Bert & Marian Minuk

Heroic Toronto doctor has Winnipeg connections 
OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE

DR. MAYER YACOWAR: for the sec-
ond time in six years he saved some-
one from drowning while on vacation.

ROBERT TAPPER: “Winnipeg Best
Lawyers Personal Injury Lawyer of the
Year” for 2011.

FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca



Turning to the issue of food portions (which is a complaint
that I heard from a number of individuals who have relatives
at the Sharon Home), here is the text of my question and
Delorme’s answer: “an oft-repeated complaint of which I have

become aware, in addition to inadequate staffing, is insufficient food portions. Do you
have any comment about the food portions?”

Delorme’s response was: “As in all health care facilities, we serve a standardized food
portion.  Where a resident feels they are not receiving enough the Clinical Dietitian will
visit the resident.  After discussion with them she will indicate that they are to receive
larger sized portions.”

One wonders, however, given the relative mental competence of residents, how many
are qualified to enter into a reasoned discussion with anyone as to their dietary needs?
Further, it is not realistic to expect a frail, older individual to assert him or herself to a
person in authority.

As with issues relating to food, the question of adequate staffing is also problematic.
While the Sharon Home certainly seems to be adequately staffed, if one were to accept
the figures given by Sandra Delorme, then, as noted earlier, the question why there are
so many personal companions at the Sharon Home needs to be asked.

Certainly there has been a long tradition of family members of Sharon Home residents
hiring personal companions. But, in checking with a wide number of other personal
care homes, it seemed evident that the situation at the Sharon Home with regard to per-
sonal companions is exceptional.

With regard to Mrs. Peck, for instance, even though Marsha Palansky had hired a per-
sonal companion, I was told by several individuals that Marsha bore some responsibil-
ity for what happened to her mother by virtue of the fact that she visited her mother only
once a week. In fact, Marsha is a single mother, working full-time, with no easy access
to the Sharon Home.

How much of a load can one realistically expect any one individual to assume in car-
ing for his or her loved one?

What is the upshot of all that has ensued since Mrs. Peck’s passing? Certainly there has
been widespread discussion of the fallout from that incident. Also, as noted, some fam-
ily members have met to discuss issues of common interest. (I should note that I have
been asked not to publicize the names of any of those individuals, nor when and where
a meeting occurred until such time as those individuals are ready to “go public”.)

Whether or not the Sharon Home itself institutes any further changes as to how the
home is run is uncertain.

(For more on this subject, see “Short Takes” on page 4.)
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Lloyd Friedman - a gentle-
man, a scholar and a hero

Lloyd Friedman, a
soft-spoken, retired
schoolteacher of 92,
welcomed me into the
River Heights home he
shares with his dog,
Dulce, on two occa-
sions: first, to be inter-
viewed about his time
as an RCAF bomber
pilot in World War II,
and second, as some-
one who grew up in
rural Saskatchewan.

Lloyd’s father immi-
grated to Canada in
1903 and, like many
immigrants of the time,
took a homestead near
the Lipton Colony,
where he had a sister,
because it was expedi-
ent, not because he
had any agricultural experience. As soon as he was
able, he sold it and went into the store business.
Lloyd laughingly refers to his parents as “the wan-
dering Jews”. He was barely a year old when
they left Shawnovon for Southey, the town
where he was born.

The Friedmans ‘wandered’ on to
Hazenmore, where again, they were one of
two Jewish families, the other being his aunt
and uncle. Interestingly, his Uncle Pete was
elected mayor of Hazenmore!  

In the mid-thirties, the family moved to
Moose Jaw. “That was our first experience liv-
ing in a Jewish community” of 20-25 families.
There was a synagogue and a shoichet there.
Lloyd attended Junior College for a year, and
subsequently took teacher training, graduat-
ing in June 1939. His career as a country
school teacher near Grayson, SK was to be
short lived. When the government of Canada
brought in compulsory military service in July
1940, Lloyd went to Melville with four Jewish
friends and enlisted. He applied to the Air
Force and waited in Regina, but wasn’t called
to report until July of ’41. Why the Air Force?
The Navy, his original choice, had too many
applicants, and he used to enjoy watching the
planes that flew over Grayson, so he applied
to the Air Force. 

After completing his training in Alberta, he
became an instructor, and eventually asked to
go overseas. He was sent to England in July of
’42, first to Bournemouth on the southern
coast - “a very pretty town” with big hotels
built on cliffs overlooking the ocean. Soon
after he arrived, he was called to do training
for bomber command.

When asked about his bombing missions
over Europe, this modest man, described by
another veteran as “a real hero”, begins, “I
had a very very good crew, I would say
exceptional... So our experiences were not
very remarkable.” Stationed in two different
squadrons, from which they were sent on
bombing missions, most of the missions were

By

CHANA THAU

Continued on page 8. See “Lloyd
Friedman”.

Sharon Home
Cont. from page 2.
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The 3 Cohens close out Tarbut in style
By BERNIE BELLAN

Playing before an
enthusiastic jazz-lov-
ing crowd at the
Berney Theatre in what
was the penultimate
performance of Tarbut
Saturday, Nov. 20, the
marvelously talented
Cohen siblings, known
as “The 3 Cohens”
demonstrated just how
talented Karla
Berbrayer is as an impresario.

For it’s Karla who is responsible for con-
sistently bringing in as impressive an assort-
ment of musicians to the Rady JCC, as the
Jewish community (along with the commu-
nity at large) has seen over the years.

Along with Rady JCC Program Director
Tamar Barr and Rady Executive Director
Gayle Waxman, Karla’s talent as an impre-
sario of unparalleled virtuosity is a gift of
which we are lucky to be beneficiaries. (By
the way, thanks for all the freebies, ladies.
I’ll lavish praise on anyone who treats me
so well.)

Take Saturday night’s concert: Of the three
Cohen siblings, Avishai (on trumpet) is the
only one to have performed in Winnipeg
previously (four years ago, as part of the
Israeli concert series, when he also sold out
the house).

So, to get all three of these singularly gift-
ed musicians together on one stage is quite

a feat. But, not only
did Karla arrange
that, she was able to
obtain the services
of three other local
musicians who are
renowned in their
own right: Steve
Kirby on bass, Will
Bonness on piano,
and Quincy Davis
on piano. As a
backup rhythm sec-

tion those three guys could play for anyone,
anywhere. 

(Davis’s occasional drum solos were a
highlight of the evening.)

As for The 3 Cohens themselves, in addi-
tion to Avishai (who bears a striking resem-
blance to Robert DeNiro), brother Yuval (on
soprano sax), and sister Anat (on tenor sax
and clarinet) – their synchronicity seems
almost telepathic. 

Playing an assortment of their own com-
positions, along with pieces by such greats
as Louis Armstrong and Charlie Mingus,
each of the siblings took turns at time
demonstrating their remarkable abilities.

With the closing perfomance of the festi-
val Sunday afternoon, it was fitting that the
most sought-after performers to appear at
Tarbut brought the curtain down on what
was a truly outstanding festival.

(For more on Tarbut, see pages 36 & 39.)

flown at night.
They were sent
to bomb mainly
railways and

refineries in German cities. They became
Pathfinders, the first RCAF bomber squadron
formed overseas, with special equipment that
would help them get to the target, at which
point they would drop flares. New crews
would come every two minutes and drop
flares, then the bomber crews would come
and bomb on those flares. They flew over
Holland, France and Germany. They partici-
pated in D-Day, a daytime operation: “The
sky was filled with aircraft. The sun was shin-
ing and it was an unbelievable sight to see
them”. Lloyd has stayed in touch with his
bomber, who lives in Victoria. When asked
about close calls, he says that the most excit-
ing one was the very first time they went out
as part of their graduation from training, to
drop propaganda pamphlets over Paris. They
were blown way off course and German anti-
aircraft opened up on them and hit their air-
craft but “we survived”. Lost over the ocean
without proper navigation, they sent out a
Mayday and an aircraft came from England
and led them back. Anti-aircraft fire they
encountered later never matched the damage
sustained that first time. Lloyd flew 57 bomb-
ing missions in all, on two tours of duty, the
first with mainstream bombing command, the
second (and last) with Pathfinders. Among
other medals and awards, which he claimed
not to remember, he received the
Distinguished Flying Cross. Although he
claims he is not a pacifist, he comments,
“Does war accomplish anything? I don’t
think it does.” 

Lloyd Friedman
Cont. from page 7.



By MYRON LOVE 
“I have always been busy,” says

Shari Decter-Hirst, Brandon’s
newly-elected mayor. “But now I
am moving at breakneck speed. A
lot of evenings, I’m attending open-
ings or putting in appearances at
different functions. I also am getting
up to speed on a variety of city pro-
jects such as a new fire hall and a
new police station.”

Decter-Hirst is both Brandon’s
first Jewish mayor and the first
woman to be elected to the posi-
tion. She defeated 8-year incum-
bent Dave Burgess on October 27
by almost 1,500 votes (7,037 for
the challenger versus 5,573 for the
former incumbent).

Decter-Hirst launched her cam-
paign more than a year ago. “I have
a lengthy background in communi-
ty activism,” says the personable
new mayor. “There were a group of
us who were becoming more and
more frustrated by the lack of transparency and
accountability at City Hall.

“My campaign team and I presented a clear
vision of where we would like to take Brandon.”

Decter-Hirst talks about the need to build
bridges with Aboriginal groups and the business
community in Brandon as well as the rural peo-
ple around the city. She would like to see more
green space. And she talks about her goal of
revitalizing the downtown area.

“I like what Fargo (a city of about 40,000 locat-
ed about 300 km south of Winnipeg in North
Dakota) did,” she says. “Fargo turned its down-
town into a hospitality and entertainment centre.

“We have a lot of offices downtown but after
6:00 everything closes down. We need to get
more people living downtown. We have had a
couple of successful affordable housing projects
open downtown. What we need now are more
market-driven accommodations.”

Decter-Hirst is leading by example in this
regard. She and her husband, Dr. Derry Decter,
live downtown in an 11,000 square foot historic
home which had been converted to apartments
before they bought it. “The renovations are
ongoing,” she says. 

Decter-Hirst is a rarity in Brandon is that she is
a fifth generation Jewish citizen of Brandon.
Other families with strong Jewish roots in
Brandon that she mentions are the Cristalls and
Gerald and Sybil Dressler.

Decter-Hirst notes that her Jewish roots in
Brandon go back to the early 1900s. “My mater-
nal grandmother’s family, the Cripps, were

among the first Jewish
families in Brandon,”
she says. “I admire the
courage of those early
Jewish residents of
Brandon. They faced
many hardships living
within a less-than-
welcoming larger
community.”

She notes, for exam-
ple, that the commu-
nity’s synagogue was
burned down in the
1920s by the Klan, the
hate group that was
active in the area at
the time.

While there was a
good-sized Jewish
community at one
time, the Jewish pop-
ulation has dwindled
considerably. The syn-
agogue was closed

many years ago. 
Brandon University, she notes, does have

some Jewish professors and students.
“Without a synagogue, it is hard to hold a

community together,” she says. “We used to
invite people over for Jewish holidays, but don’t
do that much anymore.

“It’s sad to see our Jewish community disap-
pearing.”

Decter-Hirst has fond memories of growing up
in Brandon where her father worked for
Manitoba Hydro and her mother was a nurse.
She went to university in Saskatoon (where her
sister now lives) and also attended the University
of Manitoba. She has worked primarily as a
fundraiser for various capital campaigns (includ-
ing the Asper Campus in the early 1990s) and
served as board chair of Manitoba Public
Insurance just prior to her decision to run for
office.

She met her Winnipeg-born husband when
she was working for a women’s group in
Brandon and the new, single, doctor in Brandon
was recruited to work with the group. Shari and
Derry have three daughters who are in their 20s.
Katie, the oldest, is studying anthropology at the
University of Manitoba. Rachel is working for an
architectural firm in Winnipeg. Jessica, the
youngest, is studying geology at Brandon
University.

“We have a lot of family in Winnipeg on the
Decter side,” she says. :It has been nice being
part of a larger family and being included in the
bar mitzvahs and weddings.”
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Brandon elects first Jewish mayor

SHARI DECTER-HIRST,
Brandon’s newly-elected mayor:
“I admire the courage of those
early Jewish residents of
Brandon. They faced many hard-
ships living within a less-than-
welcoming larger community.”



The snow is falling, and resorts are calling.
It seems as if almost everyone I know is tak-

ing off for warmer climes, and many are
choosing to go cruising. After all, what could

be better than to have
your hotel go with
you as you travel
from place to place?
With wall-to wall
food opportunities,
gym, spa and beauty
facilities, glitzy
shows, gambling,
family fun time, edu-

cational lectures, on board shopping, and a
panoply of pre-packaged port-of-call tours,
these “floating palaces” have become a popu-
lar choice for travelers, both young and old. But
let me tell you, it wasn’t always this way. 

Many years ago (way, way before the inven-
tion of “The Midnight Buffet”), my husband and
I decided to go on a long overdue honeymoon.
He had always dreamed of going on a trip to
Miami Beach, and I had always wanted to see
Jamaica. Our travel agent came up with the per-
fect package – three days at Miami’s Saxony
Hotel followed by a cruise to Jamaica.

However, our dream vacation turned into a
nightmare. As we touched down at the Miami
Airport, for the first time in 60 years it was
snowing! “I’m sure that this is just an aberra-
tion. Things will get better,” my husband
assured me.

They didn’t.
The bitterly cold weather continued for our

three day stint. Worse, the Saxony turned out to
be a seedy joint with no heat! Bundled in our
winter coats and gloves, we wandered the
streets aimlessly. The first night, we chose a
nearby, nearly-deserted restaurant for dinner. As
we sat down at our table, a giant cockroach ran
across the tablecloth. 

The next night, upon the recommendation of
my late father-in-law, we took a long and
expensive cab ride to “motel row” to see Tubby
Boots. Tubby was a 300 pound comedian
whose claim to fame was that he could twirl
tassels attached to his rather ample breasts!
When the waitress presented us with a $20 tab
for two Cokes, my husband balked. He told
her off but good, and we stalked out into the
lobby. It was then I realized that I had left my
winter gloves inside and now we had to go
back to the table. “No gloves here”, the wait-

ress said with a mean smile.
There was a strained silence on the long,

gloveless (and expensive) cab ride back to the
cold, clammy hotel. “C’mon kids,” our cabbie
exhorted, “it can’t be that bad!!” “Oh yes it is!”,
my husband replied. I tried to soothe him.
“Tomorrow will be a better day when we get
out of here and go on our cruise.”

What we didn’t know was that Caribbean
cruising was in its infancy; we were the “pio-
neers” (or guinea pigs) for this new vacation
concept. Our ship was basic, with no seasick-
easing stabilizers to get in the way of rough
seas. There was no gym, no spa, no happy,
peppy social director and no prepackaged
tours. At each port, mobs of “tour guides”
shouted and jockeyed for attention. Each pas-
senger haggled with them, trusting that they
had made the right (and safe) decision.

But that wasn’t the only problem. Our travel
agent had not known that this Jamaican cruise
was for golden agers! Old men, dressed in lime
green pants, mint green shirts and forest green
shoes crowded the decks. Equally old ladies
with tote bags loaded with salt and sugar sub-
stitutes and medications “yoo-hooed”. Each
night at nine all were in bed, except for us and
the ship’s headline entertainers – Guy
Lombardo and His Royal Canadians. 

Guy and the band took a real liking to us,
probably because we were from London,
Ontario then, (his home town), and were the

only ones who showed up
each night for his show. “Have
you ever seen so many old
people on one ship?”, queried
the almost 70-year-old
Lombardo, as he looked out at
the empty dance floor.

However, despite these set-
backs, we did have a great
time. We met some “younger”
older couples and lucked out
with our island tour guides.
What’s more, the Lombardo
clan adopted us. We spent
hours on board with Guy and
the gang, as they reminisced
about the “good old days” and
were their guests for a memo-
rable meal at a posh Montego
Bay hotel. We knew we were
really “family” when Guy
proudly showed my husband,
the doctor, his gall bladder
scar!

It’s been a long time and sev-
eral cruises since that first
maiden voyage. Although I
love the gym, the spa, and the
glitz of today, our time as
“Pioneers of the Caribbean”
with Guy Lombardo and His
Royal Canadians remains one
of my fondest memories !
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At Price Chopper
we carry a full line of 

Frozen Kosher Meat Products
including:

• Shefa Steaks
• Roasts
• Briskets
• Veal
• Turkey
• Ground Beef
• Liver
• Burgers
• Hot Dogs
• Sandwich Meats
• Chai Frozen Chicken

Store hours: 
Monday - Saturday 6 am - 11 pm

Sunday 12 - 6 pm

Happy
Chanukah

Jill’s fun time in Florida (many years ago)
ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES

LORNE and GUY LOMBARDO (sans New
Years Eve tuxedo!) just after Guy showed
him his gallbladder scar.



By MEACHELLE BELLAN
Walking into Sets on

Corydon is an experience
in itself. The shop is both
warm and welcoming
and my stylist- also one
of the owners, James, is a
pleasure to have working
on my hair - a feat in
itself. I am a perfectionist, 
while James is quite Zen. 

Every time I have been
away to some warm and
humid destination, I
worry about my hair
frizzing up like
Medusa’s. So, of
course, I took up
scuba diving. Let’s not
even go there. Well,
let’s go there a little. While in balmy warm
climates I always bring a suitcase full of prod-
uct which drives my husband nuts. Between
the shoes and hair product we have to pay
extra on the luggage. No, I am not superficial.
I just have a hair and shoe fetish. 

So, back to the story, I start with twelve or
so rollers and painstakingly blow dry sections
of hair which takes time. By the time I’m fin-
ished with the last section, my husband
undoubtedly tells me to forget it because the
first section of my hair is already frizzing up,
to which I heatedly reply that at least I have
hair. (Well, so does he, but in places you
don’t want to know about.)

So back to the treatment: Apparently this
Keratin treatment is supposed to give me the
Asian straight hair that I only dreamed of
complete with shine and body. So while other
people worry about global warming and
nuclear annihilation I’ve always been much
more worried about my goldy locks. So, back
to the story. In I walked to Sets on Corydon
and was immediately offered delicious coffee
and magazines which I greedily took because

- well, isn’t that what you’re sup-
posed to do when you’re offered
something free? (Or so my moth-
er taught me).

I also experienced some of
James’ spiritual wisdom. You
get a stylist and counsellor
all in one. First, my hair
was washed and then semi
dried, followed by a treat-
ment where small sec-
tions of hair were taken
and a gentle chemical
applied. The chemical
remained on for
approximately forty
minutes, followed by
an iron steaming of
each section of hair
which sealed in the

Keratin. My hair was then washed, followed
by the best blow dry I’ve ever had. 

Now, James told me that this look would
last approximately six months. Well I was
ready to test it on my scuba diving holiday. I
went out on the boat and when my dive mas-
ter and I reached the area where the test
would now be taking place, I jumped off the
boat and down, down down to a sunken ship.
After cutting myself on some rusty metal,
instead of worrying that sharks can smell
blood for over a hundred miles, I worried
about my golden tresses and how quickly the
frizz would start. Wow, back on the boat and
flying through the water, I realized with mir-
ror in hand that my hair had remained
straight! Not only does James do a fabulous
job for his clients, he also teaches other styl-
ists how to give the Keratin treatment.

I’m so glad that one of the most important
issues facing Winnipeg women - how to keep
your hair straight - is now solvable by James
at Sets on Corydon.
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Beauty tips
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1842 Grant Ave    489-6310

CATERING   FREE DELIVERY
PREMIUM DELI PRODUCTS

LUNCH COUNTER

Let me get this straight: my hair, that is!
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Winnipeg’s Red River College shuts down feisty open line radio host
By MYRON LOVE 

Marty (Boroditsky) Gold is steaming mad. On
November 8, he showed up for work as usual to host his
open line radio show at Red River College’s downtown
Winnipeg campus only to be informed that his “Great
Canadian Talk Show” on KICK FM, the College’s radio
station, had been summarily cancelled.

“After more than four years on the air, I had 35 minutes
notice that my show was cancelled,” he says. “The board
made the decision without consulting me. If there were
any complaints, no one told me. I was told that the
College wanted to refocus its on-air programming. But
mine was the only show that was dropped.”

Gold, who has a background in community activism,
broke into radio in 1978. Previous to joining KICK FM, he
hosted a similar show for Harmony Broadcasting’s Flava
107.9 FM instructional radio station broadcasting from
the University of Manitoba. The CRTC cancelled the sta-
tion’s license after an investigation found that the station
wasn’t complying with its obligations both in regard to
mentoring broadcast students and in regard to the kind of
music it played. There were also financial irregularities.
Marty Gold was the one who blew the whistle on the station.

“After I testified before the CRTC on September 29, 2006, Red River
College approached me to move my radio show to their KICK FM.”

Gold maintains that his program kept to its mandate, provided a com-
munity service and provided training for broadcasting students. “I tack-
led stories that didn’t find their way into the mainstream media,” Gold

reports. “I have had an outpouring of support since word got
out that my show was cancelled. I have heard from the
Mayor, the police association, small businesses and many
listeners.”

Now it seems that some members of the mainstream
media were behind Gold’s cancellation – although it may
have been for honest reasons. Graham Thomson, Red River
College’s Dean of Business and Applied Arts, says that the
suggestion that Gold’s show be cancelled was put forward
by a couple of representatives of mainstream radio stations
who are members of the KICK FM board.

“At our last monthly meeting, we were talking about a
number of issues and the topic of Marty’s show came up,”
says Thomson who is also a KICK FM (non-voting) board
member. “These two board members from local radio sta-
tions suggested that Marty’s show was eating up ten hours a
week (from 4:00-6:00 p.m. weekdays) which they felt
should be available for Red River College creative commu-
nications students. KICK FM’s purpose is for our students to
gain on-air experience. Marty is not a student.”

Thomson swears that the decision to cancel the show had
nothing to do with any complaints or dissatisfaction with the

on-air product. He is apologetic for the short notice. “Word that we were
going to cancel the show had begun to leak out,” he says. “We wanted
to let Marty know before he heard about it somewhere else.”

He did suggest that Gold could submit a proposal to the station man-
ager.

Gold replies that he is considering his options.

MARTY GOLD: “After
more than four years
on the air, I had 35
minutes notice that my
show was cancelled.”
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Patricia’s Ballroom and Banquet Hall one-stop
shop for wedding receptions, other events

By MYRON LOVE 
When Ryan and Jasmine

Stephens were planning their
wedding last year, their
choice of Patricia’s Ballroom
and Banquet Hall as the
venue was – as they say in the
sports world – “a no-brainer”. 

“It was going to be a small
wedding and Ryan and
Jasmine wanted a dance
floor,” says Michael Stephens,
Ryan’s father. “Dorothy
(Ryan’s mother) and I have
been taking dance classes
there for years. It was ideal for
the wedding. The price was
reasonable. There is catering
available on site. There is a lot
of parking and an elevator for
older people who find the
stairs difficult. There is even a
children’s room with a VCR
and television. 

“We were very happy with how the wedding turned out.”
Gabriela and Rob Sandul married at Patricia’s just a couple of weeks

ago. “We fell in love with the hall’s décor as soon as we saw it,”
Gabriela says. “Our wedding at Patricia’s was fantastic. We wouldn’t
have changed anything.”

(Incidentally, Gabriela and Rob’s wedding meal was chicken cordon
bleu, mashed potatoes and mixed vegetables.)

Although long established as a dancing studio, Patricia’s Ballroom
and Banquet Hall is still relatively new to the banquet business.
Opened last year, the idea for the banquet hall grew out of a growing
demand from the dancing students for using the facility for social
occasions.

For the past six years, Patricia’s Ballroom and Banquet Hall has been
located in the lower level at 2025 Corydon Avenue (the Tuxedo Park
Shopping Centre). “We are licensed for up to 150 people,” says
Patricia Anderson, Patricia’s founder. We can accommodate wed-
dings, bar and bat mitzvah parties, anniversaries and holiday parties.”

Patricia’s Ballroom and banquet Hall boasts one of Canada’s biggest
and nicest floating hardwood dance floors. Mirrors all around the
room give the area the appearance of double its actual size. And
strings of white and chiffon lighting hanging from the ceiling add to
the sense of elegance.

“We are a one-stop wedding and party venue,” Anderson says.
“Because we are located in this mall, we have easy access to a flower
shop and liquor store. We have a catering arrangement with Ludwick
catering (which has been in business for over 40 years). And we have
a DJ provided for us by Crystal Sound.”

Patricia’s continues to function as a dance studio during the week.
The facility is available for social functions on weekends (Friday,
Saturday and Sunday). Anderson reports that she is already booking
into 2012.

For readers who may be interested in ballroom dancing, Anderson
notes that all her classes are open to drop-ins. The fee for drop-ins is
$10 per person per visit for 90 minutes of dancing instruction.

“Salsa is really popular right now, especially among younger peo-
ple,” Anderson says. The latest craze, she reports, is “Zumba Fitness”. 

“It’s a great way to get in shape for dancers of all ages,” she says.
Readers can reach Patricia’s Ballroom and Banquet Hall at 667-

0990 or patriciasballroom@hotmail.com.



By SHARON LOVE
According to songstress Joni Mitchell “the weeks turn into years,

how quick they pass”, Is it really ten years ago that the I.L.Peretz Folk
School class of 1963 celebrated their 50th birthday reunion? That was the
May 2000 long weekend in Vancouver. Flash forward to the November
12th 2010 weekend. Vancouver again was the setting for a 60th birthday
reunion.

The “Kinder” that attended were: from Toronto - Ronnie Charach, Betty
Eisenstadt, and Candi Zell; from Guelph - Barbara (Shoib )Murray; from
Florida - Gity (Shklarsky) Moritz-Finkel; from Winnipeg - Janis (Swick)
Wisher, Bailey Rayter, Lanny Silver, Sharon Love; from Calgary - Hilda
(Szternfeld) Smith, from the Vancouver area - Reesa (Margolis) Devlin, Earl
Zimmer, Carol Pollock, Faigie (Raber) Samson, Nathan Meltzer, Eric
Posen, Ethel (Levine) Kofsky, and Myrna Shefrin. Several spouses and part-

ners were part of this
jovial crowd.
Greetings were sent
from the I.L. Peretz
Folk School
Endowment Trust. 

Classmates also sent
their best wishes and
regrets about not being
able to be there. For
example, Anita
(Ladner) Bakal who
lives in New York, had
planned on joining us
but stayed home to be
with her pregnant
daughter. (Aren’t we
too young to be grand-
parents?!)

Our exciting week-
end events began with
a deli dinner at the
home of Reesa
(Margolis) and Bob
Devlin. Just before we
cut the Jeannie’s birth-
day cake (imported by
Lanny Silver) we
posed for a group pic-
ture. We spontaneous-
ly broke into a chorus
of “Lomir Zingen”,
our school song. That
alone told me why I
was there and brought
back so many memo-
ries. Saturday evening

dinner was at “The
Boathouse” on Kits
Beach. We toasted
classmate Annette
(Feldman) Stone of
blessed memory, and
a letter from our
teacher “Chaverte”
Betty Warshawsky
was read as written in
Yiddish. The Sunday
brunch was at
“Milestones” where
we had another
chance to get togeth-
er.

So how do we
look? We concluded
that we all look great.
And we recognized
each other consider-
ing that some of us
had not been in con-
tact for years. Bailey
Rayter’s hair is a little
shorter, Leslie
Hatklin’s is a little
longer and Nathan
Meltzer’s is still blond.
The point is they still
have hair! And what
did we talk about?
(And we DID talk all
weekend. Since four
of us stayed with the
Devlins, we talked till
the wee hours of each
morning. In fact,
Lanny Silver had to
leave on a very early
Sunday morning
flight and could not
pull himself away
from the conversation.
Hopefully he slept on
the plane!) Topics of
conversation varied.
At first we just wanted to “catch up” with each other and our families. After
that it was time to reminisce about school related events and teachers.
What really happened in hidden places in the school such as in the cloak
rooms, backstage, underneath the stage etc? People also wondered about
what other friends are doing, who did go out with whom and where they
are now. Current events and politics were subjects that were conspicuous-
ly absent all weekend. Many of the “kids” shared experiences about grow-
ing up as children of Holocaust survivors and a big topic of conversation
was our mothers’ cooking and recipes. 

Heartfelt thanks are extended to organizers Reesa and Bob Devlin and
Earl and Hanna Zimmer. We all felt welcome and arrangements were
made to ensure everyone got to all of the events. We were also encour-
aged to take in scenic Vancouver.

We decided that we can’t wait for another 10 years to get together and
are already planning on 5 years from now for our 65th birthdays. Hilda
Szternfeld Smith actually was in Winnipeg last weekend to celebrate
her 60th birthday with family and friends at Kelekis restaurant. There’s
an idea! Who said that you can’t go home again? Lunch at Kelekis, a
day at Winnipeg Beach, a tour of the North End……
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Bernie Bellan,
Tove Silver,   Diana Vincent

& Robbie Mazo

Happy Chanukah
to the

Jewish community
from

The Management & Staff

Reminiscing
60th Birthday reunion of I.L. Peretz Folk School class of ‘63 held in Vancouver

From left: SHARON LOVE, HILDA SZTERN-
FELD SMITH and JIM PAPPAS.

From left: ERIC POSEN, RONNIE CHARACH
and BAILEY RAYTER. 

From left: BETTY EISENSTADT, CAROL
POLLOCK, JANIS WISHER and CANDI
ZELL. 



S h i r l a n d
Productions is a new
life legacy on film
business that is
quickly picking up
steam. 

It is the brainchild
of Israeli-born co-

owners and operators with Winnipeg roots,
Yolanda Papini-Pollock and Shirit Pais. 

The company specializes in documenting
and preserving life legacies for future genera-
tions through creating autobiographies on
film and photo books.

Papini-Pollock (45) moved to Winnipeg
almost 20 years ago when she met and mar-
ried her current-day husband, native
Winnipegger Bradley Pollock, while teaching
at the Hebrew University in Baltimore. She is
originally from Pardes Chana, a small village
between Haifa and Tel-Aviv. Today, the cou-
ple are parents to three daughters.

“I always need to be working on something
creative,” said Papini-Pollock who, when not
making movies, is painting in her spare time.
She has her Masters in Education, specializ-
ing in Technology.

While Papini-Pollock was teaching at the
Gray Academy of Jewish Education she met
Pais’ mother, Rutie Maman-Sudack. “When
Shirit [Pais] came to town, I invited her, her
mother, and a few of my girlfriends for a get
together. Shirit and I hit it off right away.” 

Pais (40) moved to Winnipeg last September
with her husband and two children from the
Israel valley area, near Afula.

“My mom [Maman-Sudack] was born in
Winnipeg,” said Pais. “She left when she was
17 – went into the army in Israel and met my
dad, an 8th generation Israeli. But after 35
years married, my parents got divorced and
my mom moved back to Winnipeg (in 1997).”

When Pais’ mother returned to Winnipeg,
Pais began dreaming of moving here herself,
to be near her mom again and to learn more
about her roots.

Pais studied engineering and film and pro-
duction, and taught elementary school stu-
dents film and animation. Two years before
moving to Winnipeg, she started an event
filming business (for Bar and Bat Mitzvot,
weddings, etc).

After working at Desserts Plus for about a
year, Pais now teaches at Gray Academy as an
EA, teaching special needs kids from Israel. 

Pais and Papini-Pollock started up Shirland
Productions six months ago.

“With Yolanda [Papini-Pollock], I really feel
like we’re a team,” said Pais. “We’re the same.
And the work we do is like a mitzvah, a
shlicha – keeping family stories for future gen-
erations.”

Pais’ father passed away before she could

put together a film tribute for him. She said, “It
feels like a missed opportunity, like I’m a
shoemaker without shoes.”

Papini-Pollock’s Libyan-born mother passed
away around the same time as Pais’ father.
“We really connected in this way, having lost
someone very close,” said Papini-Pollock.
“My father, who came to Israel from Italy,
passed when he was just 54. I wish I had his
story.

“Every family, every person, has a story and
each story is different. It’s interesting for the
family, and the whole community. There’s no
better way than hearing stories first-hand. The
film work we do is a nice tribute for someone
in the family who is still alive. You see every-
thing the person built in their life.” 

Pais agreed, adding, “People’s faces just light
up and you see the appreciation. Sometimes
families learn reasons for things and get a
whole new understanding of the bigger pic-
ture.”

Shirland Productions is named after it’s cre-
ators, Shirit [Pais] and Yolanda [Papini-
Pollock]. Pais does the filming and Papini-
Pollock does the interviewing.

“We do the editing, focusing on the positive
to bring out the beauty of how the person’s
story made them
who they are today,”
said Papini-Pollock.
They also acquire
photos from the fam-
ily and archives to
use in the film and
photo book. “We
take out all the inter-
view questions in the
final cut, so it
appears like the per-
son is talking for 30
minutes (edited
down from an 1.5
hour interview). This
is a labour of love,
our passion.”

For more informa-
tion about Shirland
Productions, call
294-4032, e-mail
y p y p 7 7 7 @
hotmail.com, or visit
http://web.me.com/
y p a p i n i p o l l o c k /
S h i r l a n d
P r o d u c t i o n s /
Home.html. 
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To our residents & friends in the community -

Chanukah Sameach
Happy Chanukah

May the light of Chanukah
bring peace and healing to us all.

-The board and staff of 
the Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre

1 Falcon Ridge Dr.   
Ph. 586-9781

The Board of  Directors and Staff
of the Rose and Max Rady
Jewish Community Centre

wish you
 a Happy Chanukah

Suite B100 - 123 Doncaster Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N 2B3

Morley Hoffman
PRESIDENT

Gayle Waxman
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Wishing the Community a 
Healthy and Happy Chanukah

BBooaarrdd ooff DDiirreeccttoorrss,, SSttaaffff,, aanndd VVoolluunntteeeerrss

GWEN SECTER 
CREATIVE LIVING CENTRE

1588 Main Street

Call 339-1701
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Local movie production company corners unique market

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

YOLANDA PAPINI-POLLOCK and SHIRIT
PAIS. “With Yolanda, I really feel like we’re
a team,” said Pais. “We’re the same. And the
work we do is like a mitzvah, a shlicha –
keeping family stories for future genera-
tions.”

Happy Chanukah

Best wishes from the Board and Staff of
Jewish Child and Family Service



By REBECA KUROPATWA
Back in the day when Winnipeg’s North End

was where most Jewish locals called “home,” the
Benarroch Family, among others, was digging in
roots after having moved on from their country of
origin.

Salomon Benarroch (87) and Mary Muyal (80)
arrived in this country on Canada Day in 1963,
from Tangiers, Morocco.

Born in Casablanca, Morocco, at the age of
five, Mary moved with her family to Tangiers. In
her early 20’s, while at an outdoor cafe with
friends, she met her future husband, Salomon. 

“We had a good life in Morocco,” said Mary.
“People didn’t want us to leave. But, when the
State of Israel was formed, things became differ-
ent for the Jews in Morocco. We weren’t allowed
to go out wearing kippot or other traditional
Jewish dress. The Arabs wanted the schools to be

all-Arabic. When we left, we had to just close the
door behind us and leave everything.” 

Now here for 45 years, Mary and Salomon
liked Winnipeg right away. “Everything is good
here. We even like the snow.” 

Mary recalled their first winter in Winnipeg.
“Salomon woke me up at six in the morning
(around when he would leave the house for
work), to show me snow. We had no snow in
Morocco except on the mountain tops.”

Salomon found a job working as a shochet (a
Jew specially trained for shechita, the ritual
slaughter of animals according to the laws of
kashrut), which he kept up until his retirement a
couple of years ago. Even today, Salomon regu-

larly attends syna-
gogue and reads from
the Torah.

Mary has always
loved working with
children. For many
years, she ran a day-
care out of her home.
“Many families – like
the Charitans, Roses,
and Alteins – liked
bringing their kids to
me because we’re
observant Jews.” Later,
she was a teacher’s

assistant at Talmud Torah, and then worked at
Aleph Bet daycare at Rosh Pina. Mary is also a
long-time member of Emunah. 

The couple raised four boys – twins Rabbi
Yamin and Rabbi Yosef, Michael, and Al. All the
brothers attended Talmud Torah and Joseph
Wolinsky school, are regular synagogue-goers,
and observant Jewish professionals who are mar-
ried with children.

“Our sons are wonderful,” said Mary. “They all
worked very hard and put themselves through
school by driving taxis, painting and working on
houses, and working for companies. I give them
love and respect, and they’re all so polite and
good.”

* * * *
Rabbi Yosef Benarroch (52) moved to Winnipeg

with his family when he was five-years-old. 
“We moved to Winnipeg when the local

shochet passed away,” said Yosef. “There was a
job waiting for my father. We took a boat across
the Atlantic, and from Halifax came by train to
Winnipeg.”

The Benarrochs first lived on Alfred Ave. and
went to the Ashkanazi synagogue. “I remember
the old men crowding around my dad and
speaking to him in Yiddish. When he told them
he was Sephardic and didn’t speak a word of
Yiddish, they couldn’t believe he was Jewish.

“But, over the years my mother learned to
make knishes better than all the old timers. In
fact, when my good friend, Eppy Rappaport, took
over Omnitsky’s, he phoned her and said ‘Mrs.
Benarroch, I want your knish recipe.’ She oblig-
ed, and he’s using the same recipe (in Vancouver)
to this very day.” 

After graduating from the University of
Manitoba (U of M), Yosef made Aliyah. He still
fondly recalls having sung in the Brownstone
Choir, and periodically comes back to Winnipeg
for visits and as a scholar-in-residence at Herzlia
synagogue. 

Today, Yosef lives in Efrat Israel, running a
Women’s Sephardic Seminary in Jerusalem’s Old
City and serving as the school’s senior rabbi. 

He is married to Elana, a New York-native, and
they have seven children (Ruchama, Chananel,
Miriam, Tziporah, Tiferet, Azriel, and Yonatan),
and two grandchildren (Yosef and Yisrael). 

“My family is everything for me,” said Yosef.
“I’m blessed with parents dedicated to their chil-
dren. From my mother, I learned to love and sac-
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Profile

Happy Chanukah to all our Customers & Friends

STEPHEN VICKAR
President

SAM VICKAR
General Manager

964 Regent Ave. W. 661-8391
www.vickar.com

950 Regent Ave. W. 667-9200

DANIEL MICFLIKIER
General Manager

1424 Regent Ave. W. 669-0791

Benarroches build community through strong family and community ties

Benarroch Family 1958 (Salomon and
Mary, centre, back row)

MARY MUYAL and SALOMON
BENARROCH

Continued on page 17. See “Benarroch family”



rifice for family, and to have faith in even
in the most difficult situations. From my
dad, I learned the power of faith and reli-
gion.”

“When the family gets together, we sing Sephardic songs and talk Torah.” 
Yosef said that his father, Salomon, was recently ill. “I called my mother

from Israel...I will never forget her words. She said, ‘pray for your father. He
can’t go to shul, and for your father, shul is everything. His life is going to
shul.’

“My parents are simple people. They just made a living. Their names aren’t
on any buildings or plaques, but they’re Jewish role models in Winnipeg.”

There was a snow storm one Sukkot, Yosef recalled. “We woke up in the
morning to find that the wind had blown the sukkah, in pieces, clear across
the yard. I said, ‘there’s no sukkah this year.’ My father got dressed and, like
a lion, ran outside and rebuilt the sukkah. What a sight that was!” 

Yosef’s twin, Rabbi Yamin Benarroch (52) was also born in Tangiers and
raised in Winnipeg.

After teaching at Joseph Wolinsky for four years, Yamin moved to Montreal,
where he has now been living for 20 years. He is currently a teacher and
administrator at the Hebrew Academy High School, and the Academy’s ele-
mentary school principal. 

Yamin is married and has four children (three boys and one girl) and one
grandchild. 

His fondest memories of growing up in Winnipeg are going to Talmud
Torah synagogue and singing in Cantor Brownstone’s choir. “This experience
has shaped much of my life. I’ve been a Ba’al Tfilla and served as chazan on
the high holidays for the past 30 years. My years teaching in Winnipeg were
extremely rewarding - giving back to the school that gave me so much.”

“My parents were extremely dedicated to me and my brothers. They came
to Winnipeg as immigrants and life was very difficult for them at first. Thank
God today we’re all very successful professionals who are deeply committed
to Jewish values, Torah, and the community.” 

Michael Benarroch (51), like the twins, was born in Tangiers and
raised in Winnipeg.

He said, “We’re a close knit, observant family that spends a lot of
time together, and is very involved in synagogue and Jewish school
life. My parents played a big role in the way we all feel about Judaism
and family today.”

Growing up, the language spoken in the Benarroch home was
Spanish. Michael noted, “My parents spoke Spanish at home, and in
Morocco, the language at the school was French.

“When we had a school break, we used to travel as a family by train
to Montreal to visit my mom’s family. As a kid, it was a great big
adventure – great memories.”

After earning his PhD at Carlton University, Michael moved back to
Winnipeg with his wife, Kim Bailey.

Today the couple live in River Heights and have two children, Aden
(19) and Keenan (16). Michael is the University of Winnipeg (U of W)
Dean of Business and Economics. Among other community and edu-
cational roles, he is a Herzlia synagogue member, and the Gray
Academy Grade 11 and 12 basketball coach.

Although Michael said there are quite a few challenges to being an
observant Jew in Winnipeg, what he loves about the city is “having
family around, the available professional opportunities, and the
lifestyle.” 

The youngest of the Benarroch boys, Al Benarroch (46), was born
in Winnipeg. 

He recalled, “Most of our childhood we lived at 348 Landsdown -
right by Talmud Torah.

“We grew up in a religious, North End social circle – us, the
Rappaports, Roses, Sabans, Rabers, Grismans, and Laxers. All our
cousins lived within a two-block radius of us, and our grandparents
lived just across the street.”

The Benarroches would have weekly get-togethers with the whole
extended family on Friday afternoons, and Sunday afternoons would
drive to a beach or park.

“We had constant traffic of visitors,” said Al. “On Shabbat, we’d
have our lights on timers. So, when we had visitors over, we’d all be
hanging out and talking when suddenly the lights would go out. We’d
just continue talking by the light of the Shabbat candles.”

Being Orthodox Jews, Al recalled feeling “always in the minority. But, right
now there seems to be a resurgence of Orthodox Judaism, with the opening
of JLI and Herzlia’s growing membership. It’s getting to be like the old Jewish
community vibrancy in the North End.”

Today, Al lives in the South End and is married to Brenlee Sucharov. They
have two daughters, Amber (first year university student) and Simone (Grade
12).

He took up his current role as Jewish Child and Family Services (JCFS)
Clinical Director in 1999. Before that, Al did private contracts for nine years
exclusively with First Nations people, running counselling clinics at schools. 

“My parents were never wealthy, but growing up, there was always food
on the table, smiles on their faces, and we’d celebrate together on Shabbat
and the holidays,” said Al. “For my parents, and for me and my brothers,
family is everything.”
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By DANIEL MOSCOVITCH
Even more than 6,000

km’s away from home, it is
impossible to truly distance
myself from Winnipeg roots.
I recently moved to Israel to
pursue a Masters Degree at
the Tel-Aviv University. I am
studying in an incredibly
unique and new program

called Security and Diplomacy where I, along
with my fellow students from around the
globe, am learning about a wide arrange of
topics; from International Diplomacy to
Terrorism and Moral Dilemmas. 

However different my life is here on the
other side of the globe, some things really
never change. Now, instead of eating Ami’s
falafel, I am eating Avi’s; instead of drinking
Standard Lager, I am drinking Goldstar;
instead of watching Dragon’s Den on CBC, I
am watching it on Youtube; and instead of
playing ice hockey, I am playing roller-hockey.

Never in a million years would I have
expected that I would be playing in a weekly
pickup game in Tel-Aviv, with a mixture of
Canadian and American ex-pats, Russian
Israelis and a number of plain old Sabras.
More importantly, never in a million years
would I have expected that it would actually
be good hockey, but it is. I tell you, these
Israelis can play! Now it is no Maccabiah or
JSA Floor Hockey for that matter, but it is
something great in its own way. 

It has become a weekly ritual of mine now
to strap on my blades at the University, fire up
my ipod and peacefully glide down to the
park located in Northern Tel Aviv; clearing my
head and preparing for the game ahead. It
really is an amazing thing, you see this park
(Park Hayarkon) not only has weekly roller-
hockey games, nightly basketball games, a
public outdoor workout facility, but right next
to us, there is American football practice and
where the players are running drills and prac-
ticing their tackles in order to get ready for
their next big game. Yup, I tell you, it may be
far from perfect, but Israel sure is one special
place.

Take last month for instance. It was a day
just like any other day; I was walking down a
street in Tel Aviv heading home after a long
day on the beach. Out of the corner of my
eye, I see a tour bus heading towards me,
which is nothing too unusual to see here in
Israel, so I ignore it and keep walking on. The
bus gets closer and closer and as it gets close
enough, I get a quick glimpse of the sign on
the front of the bus. It takes a second to hit
me, but then I jump up and start running back
towards the bus. 

Sure enough, the sign on that bus read: “The
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg”! You see, it
just so happened that on that exact day at that
exact time on that exact street in Tel Aviv, the
Mission hosted by the Federation happened to
driving to their next destination. 

Unfortunately, either my arm flailing wasn’t

obvious enough, or my running shoes didn’t
deliver the speed they were supposed to, but
the bus turned the corner before I could grab
its attention and make my presence known.
Whatever the outcome, I was beyond ecstatic
to be able to have this story to share and truly
amazed that no matter how far away you
might be from Winnipeg, one can never real-
ly leave.

Daniel is 25 years old. He received his BA in
Politics with a focus on Conflict Resolution at
the University of Winnipeg. He was fortunate
enough to do a year abroad at the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem in 2006. While at U of
W, he was active in the JSA, which led to him
working in Vancouver as the Hillel Program
Director at UBC in 2008. 

If you have any questions or comments,
please feel free to email him at
daniel_moscovitch@hotmail.com
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A trio of heavy-
weights on a mission
came from the east,
travelled as far west as
Vancouver and
Calgary, and on
Friday November
15th paid a friendly
visit to the Rady
Centre in Winnipeg

with an express purpose in mind. 
Coincidentally, their visitation was in the

Multi-Purpose Room at the 123 Doncaster
location where the three enthusiastic and sin-
cere gentlemen from Toronto representing
Maccabiah Canada shared their hopes, aspi-
rations and plans for the 2013 Maccabiah
Games in Israel.

President Tommy Bacher, Executive
Director Stuart Lewis, and National
Fundraiser Richard Paulin were all intro-
duced and greeted by approximately 25 indi-
viduals who were all in some way involved
directly or indirectly in past Maccabiah
events. Canada has attended every Games
from the 3rd Maccabiah to the most recent in
2009 with this year being our 60th anniver-
sary.

At the dais was Alan Greenberg, who was
recently named to the Maccabiah Canada
Board of Directors and new Chair of
Manitoba, a position formerly held by Doctor
of Chiropractic Medicine Gerald Olin who, at
the meeting, informed me that he will still be
involved with the organization.

To further add a local flavour to the pro-
ceedings David Greaves, a high school ath-
lete in track and field and soccer back in the
eighties, shared his own experiences when
he was involved with the Israeli bobsled team
when that crew was attempting to qualify for
the Winter Olympics in Turin, Italy in 2006.

The affable Greaves spoke of always being
aware of his Jewishness, especially when
competing on the international front, and
assured that he was here to lend a hand
where he can on behalf of Maccabiah
Canada. Travel in sport had enriched his life
too, and he wanted to give something back.

Also present at the meeting was judoka
Mark Berger, the holder of a 6th degree black
belt, who was five-times Canadian National
champion, won a bronze at the Olympic
Games in Los Angeles and captured gold
medals in the heavyweight division at the
Maccabiah Games in 1981 and 1985. He, of
course, will be part of the Manitoba contin-
gent in a coaching capacity.

Greenberg, himself, spoke of always being
an active sports enthusiast. In his youth he
played many years of football, culminating at
the university level. He has coached base-
ball, hockey, basketball, soccer and is now in
his eighth year of coaching football. 

For the past 10 years the married father of
two (wife Tara) has been a board member of
the Rady JCC annual sports dinner, helping to
raise funds to support the many worthy
endeavours of the Jewish organization. 

“I get excited about sports and about Jewish
people wanting to help each other out. I get
excited about anything involving sports,” he
said enthusiastically.

Appropriately, a film of the 2009 18th
Maccabiah Games was shown and the joy,
laughter, dancing, and enthusiasm of the
competitors was unmistakable. One young
participant offered a memorable observation
that nobody wants to lose (in their competi-
tion) but that it isn’t so bad because you were
beaten by a fellow Jew. 

Bacher, a
m e d i c a l

doctor, continued proceedings when he
explained how it came to pass that he has
taken such an intense interest in the
Maccabiah Canada movement. “I was not
much of an athlete,” the modest president
maintained. “But in 1985 - the year that Mark
Spitz (Seven-time Olympic Gold Medalist in
swimming) lit the torch, I played softball on a
team of 14 guys representing Canada. 

“Maccabiah is really Jewish pride,” he con-
tinued. “I found the Opening Ceremonies
magical. We marched into Ramat Gan
Stadium in front of 40,000 people. I can
recall while passing by the President of the
State of Israel’s booth seeing my dad just
above (him) filming the event. That was an
image I will never forget and it changed my
life. People (in Israel) saw you and grabbed
you and kissed you and thanked you for com-
ing.”

At that juncture Tommy explained why they
had come to Western Canada. Their prime
goal was to bring young Jews to Israel to com-
pete in the Games so that they will be
exposed to our rich Jewish culture, our proud
traditions, and to give the participants the
Israel experience that could be life altering.

He conceded that sports was the hook to
get young people to participate in the third
largest gathering of amateur athletes in the
world and the largest gathering of world
Jewry for any single event.

To carry out their goal, Bacher explained
how raising money would be no small chal-
lenge. Fund raiser Paulin who described him-
self as a third or fourth generation seller of
nuts and bolts added that Tommy has put
together a group of seven or eight individuals
who will help to spearhead the drive. “We
have to raise money to pay off past debts and
to make it more affordable for the athletes, he
confirmed.

The president then expounded that “We
need to become a mainstream organization if

we’re going to connect
every Jew to Israel and to
help develop our kids as
leaders for the future. We
are working towards an
endowment fund now. We
hope to lower the cost to
$2000 per athlete by 2017.
It’s a process. We can’t be
handicapped by debt. We’re
asking everyone to become
a member.”

The proposed membership fee would be
$18 per month and $25 as a family. “I
encourage you to do that if the concept is to
become a movement. Our accumulated debt
(at the moment) is $100,000. We’re hoping
every dollar will go to our athletes and give
them a sense of where sports can get you,” he
concluded. 

Executive Director Lewis also felt that he
wasn’t as close to Judaism as he ought to have
been until he participated in the Maccabiah
Games back in the 80s. He echoed the presi-
dent’s sentiments and added that “We are a
national organization and it is important that
we reach out to the Jewish kids where mira-
cles can happen when you send a kid to
Israel. 

A few parents present at the meeting whose
offspring had participated in past Games
made some legitimate comments regarding a
few shortcomings they or their children had
personally experienced. To wit: Certain
crowded living accommodations, lack of
preparation time for the athletes to prepare
for their events due to a shortage of venues
and limited opportunities to see Israel follow-
ing the sporting competitions.

They were assured by the visiting trio who
took the queries in stride that many of the
aforementioned shortcomings would be
remedied; especially additional time to visit
the Holy Land following the events. In 2013
there is also a plan to have a “pre-camp” of
five days in Israel to give the Canucks a
chance to jell.

It’s got to be a team effort; therefore
Manitobans known for their generosity in
donating their time are welcome to get
involved.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hock-
ey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN TOMMY BACHER:
“Maccabiah is really Jewish
pride.”

ALAN GREENBERG: “I get
excited about sports and
about Jewish people wanting
to help each other out.”

Plans for 2013 Maccabiah Games in full swing
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Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

CORRINE SHATSKY
wishes to thank everyone
for their condolences and
donations in her memory

Rick & Myles Shatsky
Patti & Michael Charach & family

Happy

Chanukah

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

HAROLD RICHMAN
wish to thank relatives and friends

for their support, sympathy and
kind wishes during this

challenging time.

DAVID POLLICK
David Pollick, beloved

husband of Fraidla
Pollick, passed away
peacefully at the Victoria
Hospital on November
10, 2010. He is survived
by Fraidla, his loving wife
of 66 years, daughter
Carole (Martin)
Stoffman, son Rick
(Bonney) Pollick; grand-
children Jayson
(Margriet) Stoffman,
Sharla (Malcolm

Jubinville) Stoffman, Daniel (Miranda) Stoffman,
Adam (Harmony) Pollick, Aaron Pollick; great-grand-
children: Jaqui and Scarlett Jubinville, Alexander
Stoffman.

David was a loving and devoted husband, father,
grandfather and great-grandfather - his family was
everything to him. He was a dedicated minyanaire at
the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue for many years. David
had a true entrepreneurial spirit: he managed theatres
(Oak and Tower); owned his own businesses; repre-
sented Radly Cotton Mills and many distilleries and
wineries from around the world. He had a strong
commitment towards his community and was a long-
time member of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry,
Mount Sinai Lodge, and Khartum Shriners.

He was the first cubmaster at the Herzlia Academy:
“Akela, we’ll dib, dib, dib…we’ll dob, dob, dob”. He
had a wonderful sense of humor and a timely joke for
any occasion.

We thank Dr. Ray Singer and the wonderful staff of
4 North at the Victoria Hospital for their care and
commitment. Funeral service was held on Friday,
November 12, 2010 at 1:30 p.m. at the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue; interment was at the Rosh Pina/Etz Chayim
Memorial Park. Pallbearers were grandsons Jayson
and Daniel Stoffman, Adam and Aaron Pollick, and
nephews Jonathan and Micah Lexier.

Those wishing to make a donation may contribute to:
the Hebrew University, Fraidla and David Pollick
Endowment Fund for Perpetual Student Aid for Medi-
cal Research; the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue; or the
charity of their choice.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ZAHAVA BAUM
who passed away

December 10, 2004
27 Days in Kislev

Six years have passed since
you left us and the pain of your
absence is always with us.
—Ever  remembered  and
never  forgotten by your loving
husband, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

Third Yarhzeit
EARLE

BLUMES
Passed away on
29th Kislev 5768

December 8, 2007
Beloved Husband, Father and
Grandfather
—May his good deeds and
life’s lessons  be a source of
inspiration for all who knew
him. In loving memory of

MORRIS

CANTOR
who passed away
December 7, 2007
28 days in Kislev

Our hearts still ache with
sadness
Silent tears still flow
What it means to lose you
No one will ever know
— Ever remembered and sadly
misssed by his wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father and zaida

HARRY

GARFIELD
who passed away

November 30, 1994
27 Days in Kislev

— Forever in our hearts and
always remembered by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father, grandfather, and

great-grandfather

HYMIE GRUSKO
who passed away

December 26, 1970
26 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MOE KLEIN
who passed away

December 22, 1992
28 days in Kislev

— Forever in our hearts and
sadly  missed by his wife
Bertha, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HOWARD IRA

LEVI
who passed away
December 9, 1998
20 Days in Kislev

—Sadly missed on his twelfth
yahrzeit by his wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

AUDREY LEVY
who passed away
December 5, 2002
30 Days in Kislev

There will always be a heart-
ache and often a silent tear.
But always special memories
of the days you were here.
Remembering you is easy
we do it every day,
But missing you is the heartache
That will never go away.
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
brother, family and friends.

3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CLARA (CHAIKE)

LUNGEN
who passed away

December 10, 2007
1 Day in Tevet

You are always in our hearts.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RANDA

MINKIN
who passed away
December 5, 2008

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by mom Bev and
brother Shane.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MONTY BINDER
who passed away
December 3, 1972
27 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

NINA PAISNER
who passed away

December 24, 1970
26 Days in Kislev

Many a lonely heartache
Often a silent tear
But always a beautiful memory
Of one we loved so dear.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her son Roy,
daughter-in-law Sheila,
granddaughters and great
greanddaughters.

In loving memory of

ALBERT

POLONSKY

(BERT)
who passed away

December 25, 1995
3 Days in Tevet

— You are loved & ever
remembered & sadly missed
by your beloved Angela, your
daughters, Mia & Mercedes,
sister Celia, grandchildren &
family.

In Memoriam

15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

NOAH

WITMAN
who passed away

December 23, 2000
26 Days in Kislev

Forever synonymous with the
Yiddish language in the hearts
and minds of the many
thousands of Winnipeggers
whose lives he touched.
— Ever remembered by your
family, friends and co-
workers.

10th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

CLEM BASS
who passed away

December 16, 1980
7 Days in Tevet, 5741

— He is dearly remembered
and sadly missed by his wife,
children, and grandchildren.

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

MARION

CHAIKIN
who passed away

December 19, 2002
14 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

BEN

CHAIKIN
who passed away

November 30, 2001
15 Days in Kislev

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

RUBEN

YOUSSIEM
who passed away
January 7, 1990
10 days in Tevet

ROSE

YOUSSIEM
who passed away

December 16, 1993
2 days in Tevet

— Forever remembered and sadly missed by your beloved children
and grandchildren.

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by Lois, Barb,
Lorne, Willow, Danielle and
Justin.

In loving memory of

RITA COSMAN
who passed away

December 13, 2006

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEATRICE

DVEER

January 4, 1998

6 Days in Tevet

You are always in
our thoughts

With love - always

Your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of our
beloved mother, grandmother

and great-grandmother

CELIA

GANETSKY
who passed away
December 6, 1994

4 Days in Tevet
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

AARON

SIMCHA KAYE
who passed away

December 29, 1992
5 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

SAM

KOZLOWICH
who passed away

December 27, 1998
8 Days in Tevet

— Forever in our hearts and
sadly missed by his wife,
children, and family.

12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MOSES LANTZ
who passed away

December 11, 1988
3 Days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered by
his children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX

MANISHEN
who passed away

December 19, 1990
2 Days in Teveth, 5751

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his sister, nieces and
nephews.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH

MICFLIKIER
who passed away

December 12, 1991
5 Days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

Always
Remembered
30th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEREL MINUK
who passed away

December 11, 1980
4 Days in Tevet

You are always in our hearts.
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MERLE MINUK
who passed away

December 29, 1992
5 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Izzy, children, grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MAX

SILVERMAN
who passed away

December 10, 1979
20 days in Kislev

– Forever loved and deeply
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

BESS SMORDIN
who passed away
January 6, 2006

6 Days in Tevet 5766
— Always in our hearts and
forever missed by her daughter
and granddaughters, family
and friends.

In Memoriam



Of the people who have
moved out of Winnipeg, there
are many who miss it and miss
it a great deal. Some would
even say that, although their
feet are planted in Toronto, for
example, their hearts are still
very much in Winnipeg.
Nobody expresses this senti-

ment better than Arnold Smith and his wife Francie Bay,
both former Winnipeggers right out of River Heights. So
strong are their roots, they still receive and have received
since their marriage, the printed edition of The Jewish
Post & News and they read it enthusiastically.

Arnold and Francie were born in the 1950’s, grew up
not far from each other and even knew one another as
far back as their days in BBYO. At that time Arnold was
involved in a chapter known as Kadima AZA and Francie was
a Delilah BBG member. The relationship did not start as any-
thing particularly meaningful but, over a period of years, on
and off, it re-emerged with the two ultimately getting married
in Winnipeg at Shaarey Zedek ( where both families went) in
1984.

Arnold was the third born child of the late Henry and Ann
(Marks) Smith (really Smicohn). He grew up at 386 Oxford
Street, a short walk from River Heights and Kelvin Schools
where he attended. Later, he was off to the University of
Manitoba and graduated Medicine there in 1974. He only
moved to Toronto to try it out as he had a sister, Marsha, liv-

ing there. He interned at Toronto
Western Hospital for two years and
then decided to enter family prac-
tice there. Many of the decisions
relating to his career were as a
result of the influence of yet anoth-
er former Winnipegger, Dr. Calvin
Gutkin. And so it came to pass in
1976, Arnold Smith established a
family medical practice in the west
end of Toronto. Now, thirty-five
years later, he is so busy in his prac-
tice he is unable to take on new
patients. It is easy to figure out one
reason why Arnold has succeeded
as a family practition-
er- he is very person-
able and that is a
quality that no doubt
endears him to an
aging and loyal
patient base.

Francie Bay was the
younger daughter
(sister Avis married
Jack Antel and moved
to Montreal) of the
late Sam and Patty
Bay Sherman (nee
Pierce). The Bays and
the Pierces have a
long connection to
Winnipeg and indeed
parts of
Saskatchewan and
Manitoba, but it was
in Winnipeg, firstly
on Oak and then
Brock Streets where
Francie was raised.
She was a product of
Grant Park High
School and later the
University of
Manitoba where she
obtained a B. A. and
later an Education
degree. Upon gradu-
ation, Francie
became an elemen-
tary teacher at one of
Winnipeg Jewry’s old-
est and best known

landmarks, Luxton
School, although when
she taught there, the
Jewish presence had dis-
appeared. When she mar-

ried Arnold and they moved to Toronto, she retired as a
teacher and soon became a mother to two sons, Stephen and
Zev.

These two boys, now twenty- five and twenty, although
raised away from Winnipeg, have identified strongly with
their parental roots and Zev has told his mother he would
even move here. He is a student presently at the business
school at Western and his older brother Stephen is studying
medicine, just like his father, only he is at a medical school
in Ireland. The fact that the two boys are so connected to
Winnipeg says something about the city and the close attach-
ments made during their frequent visits to see family here.

Arnold and Francie have certainly made a very fulfilling life
in Toronto. They have a very busy social schedule, Francie
studies Torah once a week and Mahjong is a staple for her as
well. But, they readily admit that they never have been able
to fully replicate the Shaarey Zedek experience, and of
course the family moments that are such an intrinsic part of
growing up in Winnipeg. They still follow the Blue Bombers
closely and that affection has not brought much joy of late to
them. They do return here often as this community and in
particular the Jewish community is meaningful to them, espe-
cially given that their respective parents are buried here. They
recognize that life here today is not what it was like back
when they were teenagers, as it was just a different time. But,
with relatives and friends still here, the attraction of Winnipeg
looms large for the Smith/Bay family. It will not be surprise to
see some form of this family return to live here one day.

Whatever happened to Arnold Smith and Francie Bay?
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In loving memory of

JOSEPH

STANDIL
who passed away

December 29, 1976
8 days in Tevet

— Always remembered by his
wife Sylvia, sons, grand-
children and family.

In Memoriam
34th Yahrzeit

13th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH

TABACK
who passed away
January 4, 1998

7 days in Tevet, 5758
Always remembered

Always missed
Forever in our hearts

We love you!!
— Your loving children
Shayne, Kathy & grand-
daughter Abigail Edythe,
Michelle & Barton.

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

FANNY

UNRODE
who passed away

December 31, 1992
7 Days in Tevet

With tears in our eyes and pain
in our hearts we light the
eighteenth candle in your
beautiful memory.
— Ever remembered by your
daughter Diane, son-in-law
Jim and grandchildren Rachel
and Lauren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RUTH (Kosasky)

WALSH
who passed away on

January 1, 1963
4 Days in Tevet

To live in the hearts of  those we
leave behind is not to die.
— Ever remembered for her
warmth and loving kindness
by her family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of the late

CLARA

WEINMAN
who passed away

December 11, 1991
5 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
missed by her daughter Fay
and family.

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

R E A L  E S TAT E

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P RO F E S S I ONA L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L SPiano, Guitar & Voice
Studio

 Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 489-9048.

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

MUSIC LESSONS
SENIOR HOME

BEIT-AM
765 Aikins St.

3 Rm (1Bed) $669.00
All utilities inc,balcony etc.

ROSH-PINA CO-OP
133 MATHESON

3 rm. (1 bed) $699.00
All utilities inc,balcony etc.

For information
ph 338-4671
Ext. 2227

Astroid Management

Yamaha Grand Piano
 C2 or C3 model only

Ph 667-9088 ask for Bill

WANTED

By

GERALD S POSNER

Older picture taken over 25
years ago. 

Gerry Posner



By BERNIE BELLAN
In what must be some sort of a record for a project of this sort, the brand new Lubavitch

Learning Centre is about to begin life on December 5 with a grand celebration coincid-
ing with the fourth day of Chanukah.

What began as a dream in 2001  and had a groundbreaking ceremony only a little more
than a year ago (Nov. 8, 2009) was transformed into reality in only eight months - an
incredible achievement given the size of this project.

As Abe Anhang, one of the prime movers behind the project, noted at the open house
that Lubavitch held this past Oct. 17, not only did the project manager, Manshield, have
to deal with a compressed work schedule, for the first time in its history the company was
not allowed to have any work done on Shabbes or Jewish holidays!

The spur that allowed the Learning Centre to actually move from dream to reality came
with the infusion of $640,000 of goverment money - half from the Federal Government
and half from the Province of Manitoba. The announcement of that funding came at a
special ceremony held in the Lubavitch’s south-end centre on Grant on Sept. 13, 2009.

In addition to the two
senior levels of govern-
ment, the City of
Winnipeg also con-
ributed $25,000 toward
the centre. As well, the
Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba contributed
$75,000.

While the remainder of the funds needed for the $3.5 million project will
come from private donors, there is still a shortfall of some $900,000 that is
needed to be raised. Leading the drive to raise funds has been David Rich.

At the time of the announcement of government funding in Sept., 2009,
Rabbi Avrohom Altein, the driving force behind Lubavitch in Winnipeg for
almost 40 years, said that the new learning centre “puts us on the map and
makes the Winnipeg community something special that other communities
around the world would envy.

Rabbi Altein went on to say that “Chabad is the most widespread movement
(among Jews) around the world. The name ‘Chabad’ means ‘chochmah, binah,
and dan’ - ‘understanding, learning and wisdom’.”
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Lubavitch Learning Centre
Fulfillment of a dream: The Lubavitch Learning Centre official opening December 5

Some of the key figures behind the Lubavitch
Learning Centre at the groundbreaking Nov.
8, 2009 (l-r): MEL LAZARECK, ABE
ANHANG, ELLIOT RODIN, LANNY SILVER
(project architect), RABBI BARUCH HEID-
INGSFELD, FRANK LAVITT, RABBI YITZHAK
CHARYTAN, and RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN
(turning away from the camera).

The five Lubavitch rabbis in Winnipeg, pictured at the Nov.
8, 2009 groundbreaking ceremony (l-r): Rabbis YA’AKOV
SIMMONDS, SHMULY ALTEIN, BARUCH HEIDINGS-
FELD, AVROHOM ALTEIN, and YITZHAK CHARYTAN.



By DOVID EFUNE
NEW YORK (JTA) – Two mammoth Jewish gatherings were held

recently: the General Assembly of the Jewish Federations of North
America and the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Convention of Chabad
Emissaries. While both
were awe inspiring in
their grandeur and
focused on Jewish con-
tinuity, the Chabad
movement continues
to grow rapidly and the
federations appear to
be largely stagnant.

The JFNA is a well-
oiled machine with an
established infrastruc-
ture, smooth mecha-
nisms and operational
hierarchy. By contrast,
although there are a
number of supporting
bodies, Chabad from
an organizational per-
spective appears in
some ways to be a
band of ragtag rabbis
operating indepen-
dently without a cen-
tral endowment, trust
fund or investment
portfolio.

As opposed to the
federations, Chabad
does not aggressively
publicize internal
studies, polls or annu-
al reports, and they do
not operate with a tra-
ditional membership
structure. However,
agreement essentially
is unanimous about
Chabad’s rapid
growth.

Chabad institutions
have attracted some of
the most sophisticated
and advanced busi-
ness and industry
leaders as donors. At
Sunday’s concluding
banquet of the confer-
ence, the guests
included the likes of

Michael Steinhardt, Guma Aguiar, Lev Leviev, Eduardo Elsztain and
Ronald Lauder. Gennady Bogolubov delivered the keynote speech.

These savvy investors don’t need detailed reports to see the fruits of
their contributions: It is evident in Chabad’s successes. Donating to
Chabad embodies what has become known as true venture philan-
thropy or entrepreneurial idealism.

Chabad delivers instant tangible results, which is what any shrewd
investor appreciates or giant of industry demands in today’s fast-paced
world. Donations are not swallowed up by antiquated mechanical
financial infrastructures; there is no red tape, application processes,
panels or mazes of bureaucracy. The Chabad institutions are focused
on the immediacy of the task at hand and are adverse to anything that
will slow them down.

Additionally, donors can be sure that a donation to a Chabad estab-
lishment will support a Jewish cause. The federations, by contrast, ear-
mark large contributions for general humanitarian causes in the spirit
of “tikkun olam,” or repair of the world, but with so many modern-day
Jewish challenges with which to contend, many donors are saying that
our own should come first.

Much of the donor interest in Chabad can be crystallized further by
making a comparison to the Tea Party movement. The movement’s pri-
mary concerns include, but are not limited to, cutting back the size of
government, reducing wasteful spending, reducing the national debt
and adherence to an original interpretation of the U.S. Constitution.

Chabad’s primary concerns include cutting back the top-down,
parochial mode of Jewish practice, maximizing the use of every phil-
anthropic dollar (there are no earmarks or pork barrel spending), lift-
ing the pride and confidence of the Jewish people, and adherence to
an original interpretation of Jewish law.

Chabad is a purist, entrepreneurial, visionary and versatile, action-
oriented and results-driven organization. For venture philanthropists
seeking immediate high returns, there is no better investment.

Dovid Efune is the director of the Algemeiner Journal and the GJCF-
the Gershon Jacobson Jewish Continuity Foundation.
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MINUK
DENTURE CLINIC

&
Dental Implant Centre

Providing Denture Care Since 1977

10 MAIN ST. (SOUTH) at  River

PH. 589-6329
www.minuksmile.com

Mazel Tov to the 
Lubavitch 

Learning Centre
upon the completion of a
dream that will serve as a

beacon to the entire
Jewish community for

years to come

THE TALMUD TORAH

- BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE

wishes LUBAVITCH
good luck in their 

continuing role in the

Winnipeg Jewish Community

Lubavitch Learning Centre

Why donors like Chabad

Chabad from an organizational perspective
appears in some ways to be a band of ragtag rabbis
operating independently without a central endow-
ment, trust fund or investment portfolio.

Donations are not swallowed up by antiquated
mechanical financial infrastructures; there is no red
tape, application processes, panels or mazes of
bureaucracy. The Chabad institutions are focused on
the immediacy of the task at hand and are adverse
to anything that will slow them down.

Additionally, donors can be sure that a donation to
a Chabad establishment will support a Jewish cause.
The federations, by contrast, earmark large contri-
butions for general humanitarian causes in the spir-
it of “tikkun olam,” or repair of the world, but with
so many modern-day Jewish challenges with which
to contend, many donors are saying that our own
should come first.
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Lubavitch Learning Centre

Cleanings
Fillings

Cosmetics

Implants

Extractions
Dentures

E-MAIL

Pictures of Lubavitch’s
progress (clockwise from
upper left): The North-End
Centre, at Templeton and
Sinclair, which was opened in
1980 (eight years after Rabbi
Avrohom Altein’s arrival in
Winnipeg, and which has now
been put up for sale); con-
struction of the new Lubavitch
Learning Centre in May 2009;
a picture of the foyer of the
new centre during the open
house that was held this past
Oct. 17; excavation begins on
the new centre this past Feb.
17.
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Lubavitch Learning Centre
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Lubavitch instructs children (and adults) in all phases of Jewish ritu-
als
In the pictures here (clockwise from upper left) RABBI BARUCH
HEIDINGSFELD is seen demonstrating various aspects of what goes
into some of our basic traditions: How to make a shofar; how to bake
matzo, and what a menorah is used for.

To find out more about the Chabad
Lubavitch movement in Winnipeg go to

http://www.chabadwinnipeg.org 
or to the Winnipeg Chabad Lubavitch

Facebook page.
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Lubavitch Learning Centre
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Stainless Steel & Glass Notion (AluMen group)
Ph: (204) 415-6116
Fax: (204) 415-6177
Cell: (204) 589-5426

e-mail: info@SSGNotion.com
www.SSGNotion.com
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Thank you to the many tradespeople who con-
tributed to the speedy construction of the Lubavitch
Learning Centre. On this page and the facing page
are three of the subtrades that made significant con-
tributions to the project.

Pictured above (from top to bottom) we see typ-
ical instances of Lubavitch’s inculcating young
Jews into the rich traditions of their heritage.

Did you know?
The Rebbes of Chabad have issued the call to

all Jews to attract non-observant Jews to adopt
Orthodox Jewish observance, teaching that this
activity is part of the process of bringing the
Messiah. Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson
issued a call to every Jew: "Even if you are not
fully committed to a Torah life, do something.
Begin with a mitzvah — any mitzvah — its value
will not be diminished by the fact that there are
others that you are not prepared to do".


