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Editorial/'comment· 

Disturbing message from B'nai BrithCanada's boss 
. 

W hat duty does B 'nai Brith Canada have 
to defend the rights of gays and les-

. bians to same-sex marriage? 
That question arises following federal 

Conservative Party leader Stephen Harper's 
announcement last month that he'll allow a free 
vote in the House of Commons on that, and pos
sibly repeal legislation the Liberal government 
introduced, should his party form the next gov
ernment. 

B 'nai Brith Canada's position is relevant 
because, in a taped interview with The Jewish 
Post & News last month, Frank Dimant, its 
executive vice-president, actually praised 
Harper for his stand, when asked to comment on 
it. 

"I thought Stephen Harper was astute in taking 
the lead on the issue," Dimant said in the inter
view, published in our December 14 issue. 
"What he in facl said was, he will have a motion 
in the house with a free vote for everyone to 
make a determination ... " 

" ... Harper, by dealing with it on the second day 
of the election (campaign) has disposed of it I 

think it's a non-issue now." 
"I think there are other issues of concern to the 

Canadian population." 
Would Dimant have been as complimentary or 

as indifferent to the implications jf Harper had 
raised the· possibility of repealing other 
Canadian human rights legislation? 

Would he, for example, have· praised Harper 
for astuteness if he'd announced a vote on 
whether to do away with laws protecting the 
rights of Canadian women or visible minorities? 

Would he have complimented Harper for polit
ical sharpness if he'd proposed a vote on aboli
ishing laws protecting human rights of physical
ly or cognitively-challenged Canadians? 

By not only refraining from. criticizing, but 
actually praising Harper's announcement, Frank 
Dimanl has sent a deeply disturbing message to 
one of this country's most vulnerable minorities. 

That message is: "In my books, your rights 
aren't that important." . 

Dimant has the right to his personal opinions. 
That he should express those as senior staff per
son of an organization purporting to champion 
Canadians' human rights is deeply disturbing. 
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IN IRAQ, THE 
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Canada's votes for anti-Israel UN resolutions nothing new 
. Arab countries' clout, Canadian business interests, growing influence of Canadian Muslims dictate policy . 

... t~·A'1 anada's vOling record at the recently-com-
~~ pleted fall session of the United Nations 
""" . "";,,_/General Assembly on the Arab natlOns-
sponsored annual 20 resolutions on the Israe1i
Arab conflict again leaves supporlers of Israel in 
this country disappointed, with much to be 
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desired. 
After Canada's UN 

ambassador publicly 
announced in 2004 that 
we were changing our 
previous voting pattern, 
our country did shift its 
votes on lhree of the 
resolutions to a more 
pro-Israel posture. Any 

sense of "finally", or "at last", was short-lived. 
Canada continued to vole lasl fall, as it has for 
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The UN General Assembly in action: Canada 
voted against the Jewish state in seven of 10 
resolutions last fall on the Arab-Israeli con
flict. 

years, against the Jewish state in seven of 10 res
olutions the assembly passed. Canada voted with 
Israel on one measure and abstained on another. 
A 10th resolution was passed by consensus and 
required no vote. The Canadian votes represent 
no change from last year. 

Our government's position continues to infuri
ate Jews and other pro-Israel supporters, espe
cially after the platitudes the prime minister, his 
foreign affairs minister and other. members of the 
government constantly mouth, publicly express
ing their support for the state. It appears to be 
hypocrisy compounded by hyperbole. 

While Canada's abysmal UN voting record 
seems to be in sharper focus this year, with more 
commentators, editorialists and advocacy groups 
publicly condemning it in very emotional terms, 
it is not a new story. Those learning of it for the 
first time are further chagrined because the 
United States continued its traditional votes 
against all of the anti-Israel resolutions, and 
Australia only voted in favor of four. 

Why is Canada so anti-Israel at the UN? There 
are several answers. 

The first is history. Canada's historical posi
tion on the Arab-Israeli conflict is that as a mid
dle power, it should be even-handed. As it can't 
playa major role in the ultimate resolution of the 
conflict, it should try to act as an honest broker 
in trying to help..resolve differences between not 
just the Israelis and the Palestinians, but also 
between Israel and the Arab nations with whom 
Canada has major trading relations. 

There is only one Israeli ambassador in 
Ottawa, but there are 21 ambassadors of Arab 
nations, only two of whom have officially rec
ognized the Jewish state and acknowledged its 
right to exist. There is an expectation that if 
Canada wants to continue to do business with 
these states, it must appear to be supportive of 
their policies in' the international councils of tIie 
nations. Whenever Canada deviates from this 
posture, it quickly hears not just from the ambas
sadors, but also from Canadian industrialists 
doing business in their countries. It is an old 
adage that in international relations there are no 
principles, only interests. 

Of course, there is also the growing influence 
of the Canadian. Muslim community whose 
numbers now exceed the Jewish community, and 
who also make their demands on the govern
ment. 

This underlying policy, advanced by foreign 
affairs and international trade bureaucrats to 
their political masters since the establishment of 
Israel, has prevailed through all Canadian 
administrations from Lester Pearson through 
PielTe Trudeau, Joe Clark, Brian Mulroney, Jean 
Chretien and now, Paul Martin. The prime min
isters and members of their· cabinets come to 
Jewish functions and lay on the hyperbole in 
varying measures that sometimes makes them 
sound like they are selling Israel Bonds. But 
their UN representatives continue to vote in just 
the opposite positions, exposing the apparent 
hypocrisy of their utterances. 

Another complicating factor is the dysfunc
tional nature of the United Nations itself. In the 
General Assembly, the tyranny of the majority 
has long dominated, allowing hopelessly one
sided anti-Israel resolutions, peppered with the 
vilest condemnatory diatribe among some other
wise legitimate considerations and conc.erns. In 
order to be supportive - or, more importantly 
from Canada's assumed posture, to ~ppear to be 
supportive - the non-severable resolution has to 
be voted for. And therein lies the anguish for 
pro-Israel <::anadians. 

There is a ray of possible comfort on the hori
zon. Canada's UN ambassador has indicated that 
Canada is looking to have the annual basket of 
anti-Israel resolutions replaced by one omnibus 
resolution on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
(Cont. on page 3. See "Harold Buchwald".) 
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Comment/letters 
. 

The fat of the land 
At any given time, 400,000 Israelis dieting 

Nechemia Meyers wrote this col
umnfive years ago, but submitted it 
again this month, because of ailing 
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon's ongoing weight problems. 

Pharoah promised Joseph that 
if his brethren came to Egypt 
from Canaan, they would "eat 

the fat of the land." 

ISRAEL UPDATE 

By 

Now, 
several 
thousand 
yea r s 
later, a 
large per
centage of 
the i r 

NECHEMIA MEYERS des c e n -
dants here 

in the Jewish State are less intent 
on eating fat than on shedding it. 

Israelis aren't as obese as 
Americans, who are world champi
ons in this sphere as in so many 
others. But at any given time, some 
400,000 people· in this country are 
dieting, mostly on the basis of diets 
frolJl books and magazines or with
in the framework of courses. A typ
ical fuUpage advertisement for 
such a course features before and 
after photographs of a lady in her 
30s or 40s who proclaims: "I lost 
90 pounds in 90 days. And if I suc
ceeded, so can you!" 

The approach of professional 
dieticians is quite different. They 
realize that . weight whieh goes 
quickly is likely to come back 
quickly, and so they try to gradual
ly inculcate eating habits that will 
help ensure that weight loss - albeit 
considerably more modest than that 
promised by the ads - is perma
nent. 

That is the approach of Dr. Sara 
Kaplan, who heads the Nutrition 

Harold Buchwald 
(Cont. from page 2.) 

A McDonald's outlet in Israel. 

Department at Rehovot's Kaplan 
Hospital. Together with her col
league, psychologist Yitzhak 
Feldman, she tries to help people -
80 per cent of them women - to 
"think thin." It isn't a question of 
counting calories, which are never 
discussed in the programs of 
Kaplan and Feldman, but of modi
fying eating habits. 

When asked whether weight 
reduction is more difficult to 
achieve in Israel than in other coun
tries, Sara says there are indeed 
special problems. Among 
Holocaust survivors, for example, 
food is apt to be a fixation, and one 
which, often enough, they pass on 
to their children. There are also 
plenty of fatty foods in the tradi
tional Jewish diet, be it the cholent 
of Eastern Europe or the burekas of 
Balkan Jews. However, this is less 
of a problem today where weight is 

. concerned than the American-style 
fast foods to which many Israelis, 
and particularly the younger ones, 
are now addicted. 

But long before contemporary 
Jews were wolfing down the prod
ucts of Pizza Hut and McDonald's, 
their ancestors were apparently 
overeating, if one is to judge by the 
warnings against gluttony issued 
by Jewish thinkers many years ago. 
To take one example, philosopher 
and physician Maimonides wrote 

in the 12th century: 
"Eat what you need to 
live and avoid the rest. 

which would be stripped of the inflammatory Don't think that filling 
rhetoric and which would be truly be even-hand- your body with a lot of 
ed. He hopes to have it introduced next fall as food and drink will 
part of the whole package of UN reforms, or as a make you stronger or 
stm1d alone proposal. increase your knowl-

It is not much of a mollifying factor, but the edge in the same way 
UN General Assembly resolutions are not bind- that a sack fills out 
ing, unlike those passed by the Security Council. when more is put into 
Israel doesn't WOlTY too much about Canada's it. The opposite is 
position, apparently seeming to understand true ... Don't eat in haste 
where it comes from. A former Israeli Prime or on the road. Eat at 
Minister once said to this write: '.'The support of . regular intervals and in 
one United' States Senator is worth more than your own home." 
Canada, Australia, Norway, Denmark and Maimonides then 
Sweden combined." went on to conclude: 

The U.S. is an unwavl'!ring ally and- supporter "Stuffing your body 
of Israel (her only one in the crunch) because it with food is the kiss of 
doesn't worry about even-handedness. It has the death, and most of the 
muscle and clout not to have to, thank goodness. maladies from which 

That said, even-handedness should never be man sufkrs are the 
allowed to trump what is right. That's the mes- result of overeating, 
sage that Israel's Canadian supporters should be even if the foods con
sending to government and opposition candi- sumed are good ones." 
dates in our CUlTent election. . "I couldn't have said 

The writel~ a Winnipeg Jewish lawyer, is a it better myself," 
longtime national and local Jewish community de~lares Dr. Kaplan. 
leader, and a regular media commentator on The writer lives 111 

matters of public interest. Rehovot, Israel. 
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Jeff Halper, Abe Arnold and the 'liberal left' 
I was preparing myself already 

for a very long Winnipeg winter 
hibernation, when Professor Jeff 
Halper hit the city as a guest speak
er for the United Jewish People's 
Order and the Canadian lewish 
Outlook Magazine last November. 
Suddenly I sprang to life again. My 
energy revitalized immediately and 
my curiosity instincts sharpened. 
Full of expectations, I waited 
patiently as the events unfolded. 
Even though I did not attend his 
lecture on the topic "Post-Gaza 
Realities, Is there a Way out of the 
Conflict?" (a complete waste of 
time and money), I have read his 
interview with The Jewish Post & 
News (Nov. 23/05), Harold 
Buchwald's response (Nov. 23/05) 
and Abe Arnold's letter, "Interview 
with Jeff Halper is good, 
Buchwald's response is problematic 
(Jewish Post & News Dec. 7/05)". 

It all proved to me that there is 
nothing new under the sun in the 
leftist propaganda machine. Same 
old, defrosted canards, the same 
repackaged doctrinaire utterings. 
The former professor of anthropol
ogy and newly-baked politician 
received a standing ovation from 'a . 
great crowd" of 100 enthusiastic 
leftists who would like to see 
Winnipeg as a future Mecca of 
Canadian anti-Zionism and anti
Americanism. 

I don't know if Jeff Halper is a 
self-hating Jew and a Jewish anti
Semite like Karl Marx, Leon 
Trotsky, Noam Chomsky and 

unlikely partnership that exists 
today between Islamists and the 
American left that was cemented 
by 9/11 and the Iraq war. 

As I remember my youth in 
Poland, it reminds me of the 
"Hitler-Stalin" pact of 1939, yet is 
much more dangerous and sinister, 
considering today's world's affairs. 
One powerful catalyst to this part
nership of Islamists and the 
American left was the birth of the 
anti-globalization movement. But 
radicals have not stopped; after 
protesting the policies they dislike, 
they also sought their villains and 
found familiar ones: America and 
the Jews. 

The partnership between 
Islamists and the international left 
poses its most immediate threat to 
Jews. The anti-Semitic propaganda 
spread by the red-green (Islamic 
color) alliance inflames violence 
againsJ Jewish communities and 
makes Israel the most malign 
object of rage. These ideas propa
gated by the hard left-Islamic 
alliance' seep into the wider politi
cal culture, poisoning the main
stream left and some sane liberals. 
Praise for suicide bombers can 
already be heard at times from 
members of Europe's socialist 
establishment. This fight against 
militant Islam and the hard interna
tional left will be won only if 
America has the will and persis
tence to see it through. 

PHILIP WEISS 
Winnipeg 

Harold Pinter, or just a 
poor, misguided soul 
like many others in the 
left-oriented, pseudo
intellectual circles. But 
I know that he is dan
gerous, as he speaks as 
an Israeli and a univer
sity professor, and 
we'd better· be on 

6 "V~7hat kind of crazy world do we live in -
~ ~ where the leader of a country can call 

for destruction of another?" 

. guard. Behind his 
seemingly innocent 
words, "1 believe that a 
two-state solution is 
finished from what I 
know of the facts on 
the ground," lies .the 
cold, premeditated ide
ology of the left that 
the racist State of 
Israel, as it exists today 
has to be dismantled. 
And yet, Abe Arnold 
has the audacity to call 
for a dialogue to this 
dismembering of the 
only democratic and 
legitimately estab
lished (by UN resolu
tion) State of Israel in 
the sea of dictatorial 
Middle East entities. 
Let us be completely 
open and truthful in our 
encounter. Let's dis
cuss the seemingly 

- Dr. Ted Lyons . .lewish Federation ofWinl1ipeg 
president, commenting 011 Iranian President 

. Mahmolld Ahmadinejab's call for the destruc
tion of the State of Israel. See story starting at 
top lep of page I. 

'~it's evading the rule of law in this country, 
Land the consequence is that he's mislead

ing the pUblic." 
- Federal Justice Minister Irwin Cotler speak
ing to The lewish Post & News about federal 
Conservative Party leader Stephen Harper's 
announcement that he'll hold a Fee vote on 
repeal of Canada's same-sex marriage law if 
elected to government. See interview on page 5. 

,,!want students to know what happened to 
Jews in the war and Canada's record." 

- Winnipegger Carol Matas, talking at 
Winnipeg's Jewish Book Fair last month about 
her new novel, Turned Away: The World War II 
Dimy of Devorah Bernstein. See story starting 
at top right of page 7. 

"people are disturbed that these kinds of 
things can happen in Canada." 

- Rabbi David Konin, spiritual leader of 
Edmonton's Beth Shalom Synagogue, vandal
ized with anti-Semitic graffiti late last month. 
See story at top left of page 10. 


