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S.ports' news 

Dustin Kohn not a Member of the Tribe, but Kory Shell is 
Garden City resident plays for Seven Oaks Raiders 

E very once in a while; out of curiosity 
and interest, I resort to the name-game 
in my relentless tracking of Jewish 

athletes. I'm not gloating, but I would esti-, 
mate my success rate to be about 90 per cent. 
Hey, nobody's perfect. 

Last week, for 
THE SPORTING TOUCH example, a sports 

By 

HARVEY ROSEN 

headline in the Free 
Press read: 

the Raiders, 13 goals and 11 assists in 23 
games, what I was most interested in asking 
the prolific center was how it feels to be 
playing with a team that so early in the sea
son has very little chance of making the play
offs. 

The Raiders, you see, are in 9th place in the 
10-team league. D~spite the generous format 
- 8 of 10 clubs get into the play-offs - Seven 
Oaks has won only six games, lost 21 and 
has a single tie plus an overtime setback. 
They are 13 points back in the standings, of 

. the eighth place Transcona Railers. 

"Wheaties acquire 
Kohri." I knew the 
latest Brandon 
acquisition wasn't 
dentist Marvin 
Kohn, since he 

repairs peoples' chompers instead of loosen
ing them with a fist or stick. 

KORY SHELL: He's the second-highest scorer with 
the Seven Oaks Raiders. 

While it obviously doesn't, sit well with 
Shell that his team is virtually out of the run
ning, he loves the game and still tries to keep 
the faith. "We already beat the River East 
Knights (3 rd place) and lost to St. Vital (2nd 

place) in overtime. They're two pretty good Instead, it was Dustin Kohn, 18, now a for
mer Calgary Hitmen defenceman and second
round draft selection of the New York Islanders 
in 2005 who is the latest player to join the Wheat 
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Kings. No, he is not of the Jewish persuasion. I 
found that out 'last winter when, I covered the 
Western Hockey League game between Brandon 
and Calgary at the MTS Centre. 

Reasonably sure I might have hit the jackpot, I 
made my way to the Calgary dressing room fol
lowing the game where I met young Kohn. The 
tall, strapping kid, when asked about his ethnic 
origin, politely replied: "Sorry, no, I'm not, but 
I've been asked that question many times 
before." 

This week, as it turns out, I was more success
ful in my aforementioned quest when I contact
ed 20-year-old Kory Shell, a Garden City resi
dent who lives on Attache Drive, and toils for the 
Seven Oaks Raiders of the Manitoba Major 

• 

Junior Hockey 
League. 

I often peruse player 
rosters of millor and 
pro hockey teams on 
the Internet; then if I 
have a hunch, make 
contacts if I have 
credible sources. In 
this case, I had none 
and decided to phone 
his home anyway, 
where I spoke with 
mother Cherlyn Shell. 
"Oh yes, he is 
Jewish," she assured. 
"He's working out at 
the gym now, but I'll 
tell him you called." 

"Bingo!" I said to 
myself. Don't know 
why I always use that 
term, since I never 
play the game. Must 
be harkening back to 

U Ul 
the good old days at 
Winnipeg Beach 
when I strolled along 
the boardwalk on a 
hot summer's evening 
and heard some gent 
on the loudspeaker at 
the hall shout: "Bingo 
has been called. Don't 
disturb your cards, 
there may be an 
error." In this 
instance, unlike the 
Kohn pursuit, there 
wasn't one. 
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Anyway, I digress. 
When I spoke with 
Kory, the second
highest scorer with 

teams. It's not tough to get up for the game. In 
this league anything can happen. Also we'ye had 
a lot of injuries this year." 

As for the differences between the bottom
feeders and the top clubs, K~ry conceded: "I 
guess its basically skill. They have more skillful 
players than our team." 

Shell, who played for the AA Raiders at 14 
plus two more seasons in the Winnipeg High 
School Hockey League with the W.K. 
Wolverines was always an adept offensive play~ 
er and Coach, GM, and team owner David 
Levine, recognizes his importance to the club. 
"He thinks I have the skills," said Shell. "He 
uses me all over, on the powerplay and in short
handed situations. Last year I led the team in 
scoring with 51 points (20 goals and 31 assists)." , 

The 5', 10", 17 5-pound skater is well support
ed by mom, and dad, Jerry. "They back me all 
the way," he said. "They still come out to watch 
me play." 

He isn't the only athlete in the family. Nicole, 
23, who holds a degree in physical education and 
is now, working towards a degree in commerce, 
plays in the Women's Premier Soccer League. 

As for Kory, who is 'taking a Canadian 
Securities course by correspondence, not all is 
doom and gloom in the hockey department. "I 
was just chosen to go the MMJHL All-Star game 
this year in Stonewall in February," he modestly 
stated. 

Turns out that we both hit the jackpot. Bingo! 
POST PATTER: 

Former Manitoba Junior Hockey League star 
with the Winnipeg South Blues last season, 
Adam Corrin, is having a tough go of it in his 
first year of college hockey with University of 
Alaska-Anchorage. The flashy right-winger fin
ished fifth in league scoring last season potting 
36 goals along with 40 assists, fifth overall in the 
league. At the present time the 20 year old has 
recorded a single assist in 17 games. It should be 
n?ted that the 6' 1", 195-pound skater is just in 
hIS freshman year, and it's a giant leap from the 
MJHL to Division One college hockey. 

Received a note from a sports fan in Cleveland 
who notes that Adam Goldberg, 25, an offensive 
left guard out of Wyoming and a pro with the 
Minnesota Vikings, is not a practising Jew. The 
gentleman stated, "He and his family are all 
practising Christians." 

That leaves eight members of the persuasion 
who began play this season in the NFL. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former 
school teachel~ and covers football and hockey 
for Canadian Press and Broadcast News. 

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news 
about Jewish spohs to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia 
Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V IW7, e-mail: 
harv360@mts.net . 
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Canadian Jewish news/comment 
Focus on issues 

Long in decline, Montreal's Jewry 
bolstered by b~and-new immigration 

By BRAM 
.EISENTHAL 

MONTREAL 
(JTA) - Facing an 
uncertain future with 
an aging population, 
low birth rate and the 
loss of younger mem
bers for jobs else
where, Montreal's 
Jewish community 
suddenly has a more 
optimistic outlook. 
The Argentine eco
nomic crash of 2001-
2002 and the upsurge 
in anti-Semitism in 
France linked to the 
Palestinian intifada 

Poli and Damian Nisenson with their daugh
ters, immigrants from Buenos Aires to 
Montreal. Credit: Bram EisenthallJTA. 

have been a boon to Montreal's 
Jewish community. 

Poli and Damian Nisenson, a 
married artist and musician, came 
to Montreal from Buenos Aires 
with their two young daughters 18 
months ago. "We were both well
known, teaching, working at our 
professions and having a good 
standard of living. But then life got 
very 'violent," said Damian 
Nisenson, who plays jazz, Beatles 
and his own compositions on saxo
phone and guitar. Damian, who is 

. in his early 50s, is struggling to 
succeed as a musician in Montreal, 
and works at. the Jewish Public 
Library. 

Poli, who is in her 30s, paints, 
works when she can find jobs' and 
occasionally exhibits her art around 
the city. "We didn't want to leave 
our home. I never felt anti
Semitism there or anything like 
that, but we were living in fear: You 
would go out and didn't know if 
you would come home again," 
Damian said. "So we decided it 
was worthwhile living a safer life, a 
quieter life, even though we would 
have to sacrifice a lot to be here. 
We came with only our bags, noth
ing else." 

Once the largest Jewish commu
nity in Canada, numbering approx
imately 135,000 in the mid-I970s, 
the size of Montreal's community 
nose-dived after the election of the 
fIrst Quebec separatist government 
in 1976. Many Jews moved to 
Ontario, settling primarily in 
Toronto, which today boasts the 
largest Jewish community in 
Canada. Families still return to 
Montreal on holiday weekends to 
visit aging parents and grandpar
ents or to pick up excellent wood
oven fired bagels. And a thriving 
community remains, numbering 
between 85,000 to just over 
100,000. . 

Now with the arrival of newcom
ers from Argentina and France, all 
bets on declining demographics are 
off. ~'New immigrants mean that 
there still will be a strong Jewish 
community in Montreal in a couple 
of generations. It's as simple as 

that," said Shellie Ettinger, execu
tive director of Jewish Immigrant 
Aid Services Montreal. 

For Jews, looking to leave 
Argentina and France, Quebec is a 
popular destination. Since 2001, 
2,044 Jews have come to Quebec 
from Argentina and 1,372 have 
arrived from France, according to 
nAS figures. Argentine immigra
tion rose from 76 in 2001 to a high 
of 644 "in 2003, before falling over 
the past two years to 463 in 2005. 
The fall coincided with an 

,improvement in ,the Argentine 
economy. 

The data from France show the 
impact' of anti-Semitism resulting 
from the Palestinian intifada: The 
number of immigrants rose from 58 
in 2001 to 582 in 2005. The demo
graphics of the new arrivals - many 
are younger families with more 
than one child - portend positive 
change for an aging community 
that in recent years has wondered 
how to incrj:!ase its numbers. Many 
more come on their own, either 
through business, university 
exchange programs or the purchase 
of property. Jewish officials are 
treating the issue delicately. 

"We want to be responsive and 
welcoming. We want even to be 
encouraging, but it has to be pas
sive encouragement," said Victor 
Goldbloom, a former Quebec cabi
net minister who soon will assume 
the presidency of nAS Montreal. 
"It must be clear that we are not on 
a recruiting campaign to draw peo
ple away from their home commu
nities." 

It's not always easy for the immi
grants. While they credit nAS with 
helping them get settled, the 
Nisensons have had a difficult time 
making social and' professional 
contacts in the community. "nAS 
helped us find our way when we 
got here, bought us our beds and 
mattresses, which we really appre
ciated," Damian Nisenson said. 
JIAS also helped, the couple fInd a 
day-care center for daughters 
Miranda, 4, and Dalila, 2. "But I 
had a hard time finding anyone to 
integrate with culturally or even to 
speak to at fIrst." 

. q . We recently had a death in the family. Why did it take so long to 
• have the body picked up from the hospital? 

. : Each hospital has a protocol to follow when releasing remains. By 
law, the ward has 12 hours to complete the patient's chart and send it to 
Admitting. At Admitting, the chart is reviewed in entirety before the body 
is released. Sometimes the release is delayed because the case is reportable 
to the Office of the Medical Examiner. This means that an investigator 
must come to the hospital to review the chart on behalf of the Chief 
Medical Examiner. For example, a case is reportable if the patient was a 
resident of a Personal Care Home, if there was a fall in hospital, or if death 
took place within 24 hours of admission. 

While the local hospitals and the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 
are sensitive to the needs of the Jewish patient and family, there are times 
when the process takes longer than we might like, due to staffing issues, 
statutory holidays and number of cases pending .. As soon as the release is 
given, the staff at our local Jewish mortuary, Chesed Shel Emes, arranges 
for transport to their building. 

Q: My granddaughter got a tattoo. I told her she will not be able to be 
buried in the Jewish cemetery. Am I right? 

A: While tattooing is not part of the Jewish tradition,)t does not interfere 
with preparation and burial in a Jewish cemetery. 

Q: Is it true that only non-Jews prepare Jews for burial? 
A: Unequivocally, NO. Only Jews prepare Jews for burial in an 

ancient ritual known as Tahara, or PurifIcation.' Jews are washed and 
dressed in burial clothing by volunteers who come forward in true loving 
kindness, or Chesed Shel Emef. Men prepare men and women prepare 
women with honor and respect for the body and the soul of the departed. 

Send questions to Kavod v'Nichum c/o .the Jewish Post. 
This column is provided by Chesed Shel Emes for general information 

only. For guidance on specific issues, call the Chesed or your rabbi. 


