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Israeli, news 
News analysis 

Weak and hesitant~ Abbas watches as 
chaos mounts in Palestinian areas' 

By GIL SEDAN 
JERUSALEM 

(JTA ) - Less than a 
month before parlia
mentary elections, the 
Palestinian areas 

, seemed to be spiraling 
even further into anar
chy. Mahmoud Abbas, 
the Palestinian 
Authority president 
whose election a year 
ago was seen by many 
as the beginning of a 
new era, has been 
exposed as a weak 
leader who is losing 
control. 

Israeli soldiers watch the Gaza village of Beit 
Hanoun for Palestinian terrorists trying to 
launch rockets, from a staging area near 
Kibbutz Mefallesim, Israel, on September 25, 
2005. Credit: Brian HelldlerUTA. 

Gaza has been hit by 
an increasing wave of 
lawlessness in recent 
months. P.A.. security 
forces are unwilling to 
prevent the launching 
of Kassam rockets into 
Israel - Abbas has said 
the rockets are Israel's 
concern, not his, -
armed gangs storm 
government buildings 
and election offices to 
press political 
demands, and gangs 
kidnap foreigners and 
shoot at each other in 
the streets. Even the 

Despite the high 
hopes for Abbas when he took office last year, his 
achievements have been exceedingly minor. 
Abbas did achieve the "tahdiya," or "calming
down period," with Palestinian terrorist groups, 
which led to a reduction in the number of terrorist 
attacks againstIsrael - but also gave the groups 
time to rebuild their infrastructure, which was in 
tatters from Israeli anti-terror raids. 

Israel gave Abbas control over most towns in 
the West Barlle, allowed him to open the Rafah 
crossing point to Egypt under P.A. control and 
increased the number of peimits for Pale~tinian 
workers to Israel. However, Israel declined 
Abbas' demands for a blanket release of all 
Palestinian' 'prisoners, refusing to release those 
who had murdered Israelis. 

And on the Palestinian street, Hamas, not the 
Palestinian Authority, got credit for the major 
development of the past year, Israel's withdrawal 
from the Gaza Strip. Worst of all, the Palestinian 
Authority seems to have very limited authority to 
impose order. The anarchy is particularly keen in 
Gaza, where everyone seems to be fighting every
one else. 

Islamist terrorist 
groups seem to be fighting each other: Splinter 
groups have engaged in violent power struggles, 
even within the usually disciplined Hamas. 

Abducting foreigners in Gaza has become the 
latest fashion of small armed gangs frustrated by 
their inability to carry out ten·orist attacks in 
Israel. It so happens that their targets are mostly' 
foreigners who have come to Gaza as humanitar
ian aid workers to help the Palestinians. Two 
weeks ago, an unknown group, the Mujaheddin 
Brigade, kidnapped a British pro-Palestinian 
activist and her parents - they eventually were 
released - but the episode showed the haplessness 
of the Palestinian police, who have lost the abili
ty to impose the rule of law. 

"Either the Palestinian Authority gathers the 
strength to fight for its life ... or the Islamist orga
nizations will win and become the real power ele
ments," Deputy Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
warned. Abbas "must decide which way he is 
headed." 

But is establishing the rule of law still within 
his power? ' 
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As 2006 dawns, Israelis 
wonder:·· Will Palestinians 

ratchet up· violence? 
By DAN BARON . 

JERU'SALEM (JTA) - Will the,Palestinians 
start the new year with a renewal of violence? 
That has been the questioIl asked by many ner
vous Israelis in the final weeks of 2005, as the 
"truce" ?cclared by Palestinian terrorist groups 
early last year came to an end. 

True, there was never a complete cessation of 
violence. Islamic Jihad, which did not join in the 
truce, carried out several suicide bombings dur
ing the pact's nine-month stretch . .But the rela
tive lull helped Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
engineer the Gaza Strip withdrawal, and is ered-, 
ited by thc Shin Bet with a 60 per cent decrease 
in Israeli casualties from terror during 2005. 

Palestinian . Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas, who coaxed terrorist groups into observ
ing the cease-fire he declared with Sharon last 
February, appealed for an extension. "I think it is 
our interest that the truce continues, in order to 
have the opportunity to reconstruct our country 
and to make things take their ordinary course," 
he said January 2 during a fund-raising trip to 
the United Arab Emirates .. 

Hamas, the AI-Aksa Brigade and smaller fac
tions have so far resisted the call. According to 
last week's ShinBet report, arms smuggling into 
Gaza has skyrocketed sixfold since Israel left 
during the summer. In the West Bank, terrorists 
have already test-fired a rocket in a bid to emu
late the tactics of their Gazan comrades. 

But there may be a·graceperiod in the works 
before the dreaded resurgence of violence 
comes. Hamas is running in Palestinian· 
Authority parliamentary elections on- January 
25, and has sought a more mainstream political 
profile. It is seen as unlikely to resort to major 
terrorism before the votes are in -" assuming, of 
course that the vote is not postponed. 

Further complicating matters for the 
Palestinians is the speedy deterioration of Gaza 
into anarchy. Six foreigners have been kid
napped by gunmen there in recent days, belying 
Abbas' pledge to turn the coastal strip, post
Israel, into an orderly prototype for a future 
Palestine. All of this means that the U.S.-led 
"road map" for peace could soon end up in tat
ters. 

Sharon may be preparing for that eventuality. 
According to a front-page report in'Ma'ariv, the 
prime minister has sent Israeli officials to pro
pose to the United States that, following the 
Palestinian· Authority election, the road map 
should be abandoned in favor of unilateral 
action. Sharon wants President Bush's endorse
ment for Israel declaring a border that would 
include some West Bank land while allowing for· 
the creation of a temporary Palesti~ian· state 
beyond, the newspaper said January 2. 

"A wave of Hamas terrorism will thwart any 
hope" of progress in peacemaking, wrote 
Ma'ariv's editor in chief, Amnon Dankner, and 
its senior political correspondent, Ben Caspit. 
The road map, they added, "looks like a dead 
end, which in effect provides Sharon with a fig 
leaf to cover up the new diplomatic path being 
planned in Jerusalem." There was no immediate 
U.S. response, and a. senior Israeli political 
source dismissed the article as. "speculation." 

But Sharon, who looks set for re-election in· 
March, has made no secret of planning to settle 
the conflict with the Palestinians during a third 
term in office ::- whether or not Abbasis a part
ner. Bush has already given his tacit approval to 
Israel's intention to hold on to major West Bank 
settlement blocs, making their eventual annexa-
tion a formality. . 
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Israeli police investigate the site of a 
Pah!stinian suicide bombing in Tel Aviv, 
January 19, 2006. At least 15 people were 
wounded when a' Palestinian suicide bomber 
blew himself up at a fast food stand next to 
Tel Aviv's former central bus station, one 
seriously. Credit: Brian Hendler/JTA. 

Israelis shaken by suicide 
bombing seen as attack on 

Palestinian vote 
By DAN BARON and DINA KRAFT 

TEL AVIV (JTA) - Palestinian terrorism has 
reared its head once more, in an 11 th-hmir test 
for Mahmoud Abbas' statesmanship. An Islamic 
Jihad' suicide bomber who blew himself up 
January 19 in downtown Tel Aviv failed to cause 
massive carnage, but managed to deal another 
blow to the. peacemaking credibility of the 
Palestinian Authority. 

The bombing, which killed the bomber and 
injured at least 15 - most of them lightly·'-' dis
rupted the calm of late afternoon in Tel Aviv. 
The blood of the suicide bomber was smeared in 
streaks on the shwarma stand~s tiled wall just a 
few inches away from skewers of roasting meat. 
On the ground baguettes were strewn along'side 
broken glass and toppled bar st601s. 

The bomber had chosen a popular stand in 
south Tel Aviv as his target, near an open-air 
fruit and vegetable market frequented by work
ing-class Israelis and foreign workers. The three 
Sharan brothers have owned the neighborhood 
staple for 15 years. 

Twin brothers Moshe and Itzik, both 39, were 
standing behind the counter when the· suicide 
bomber entered and blew himself up just a few 
feet away from them. Moshe Sharan was lightly 
injured with shrapnel to his cheek and right eye, 
said his father, Nissim Sharan, 65, who was also 
at the restaurant when the bomb went off. He 
looked on with disbelief as forensic experts and 
dogs picked through the debris. 

Maj. Gen. David Tsur, police commander for 
the Tel Aviv district, said there had been no spe
cific warnings of attacks in Tel Aviv, and that it 
was not clear if it was related to this week's 
Palestinian elections. "They do not need a spe
cific reason" to stage an attack, he said, referring 
to those behind the bombing. 

The restaurant was on the ground floor a three
story Bauhaus-style building. While police and 
rescue teams worked below, soldiers patrolled 
its rooftop. The shop next door which sells 
clothes and gifts was also damaged. Broken bot
tles of perfume lay scattered on the pavement. 

The White House condemned the attack, and 
said it underscored the need for the Palestinian 
Authority to fulfill its commitments to crack 

.. down on terrorists. "We continue to call on the 
Palestinian Authority to do everything it can to 
dismantle terrorist organizations and terrorist 

(Cont. on page 24. See "Tel Aviv suicide 
bombing".) 

GAIL ASPER, managing director of the Asper Foundation, and her 
brother, Leonard Asper, a member of the foundation'S board and pres
ident and CEO of Canwest Global Communications, (second row, sec
ond and third from right) with othe.r Asper Foundation and Canadian 
Museum for Human Rights officials as Winnipeg. schoolchildren 
applaud and hold up placards January 19 thanking the foundation for 
its $20 million gift for the museum. 

'We can't change the past, but we· 
can certainly change the future' 
Gail Asper makes case forwby Winnipeg Jews should 

.. . ... ' ....... '.' .' ... ' support fundraising ~amp~.gn for 
~~~ Canadian Museum for Human~Rights , . 
By MATT BELLAN ' .. " .. da'y~'l:iefore the Janl.Jary '23 federal 

"In Judaism, we're taught about election. Asper emphasized to the 
injustice and human rights. We're dozens of media and others present 
taught ahout those themes on that the federal Conservative, 
Passover - it's the theme of every Liberal Party and New Democratic 
Jewish holiday, including Parties all committed themselves to 
Chanukah - the idea of being dif- supporting the project, if they 
ferent, and equal, too." formed the next government. 

Gail Asper made those comments "Total project costs are $311 mil-
to Winnipeg's Jewish weekly at a lion - including an endowment 
reception in the Fairmont Hotel fund for the national student travel 
January 19. program," the Asper Foundation 

Asper, managing director of the added in a news release. "The gov-
Asper Foundation, had just emment of Canada has committed 
apnounced the Asper Foundation's up to $100 million toward capital 
gift of $20 million for the Canadian costs, the province of Manitoba has 
Museum for Human Rights, slated indicated support of up to 10 per 
to start construction here later this cent of project costs and the city of 
year and open in 2010. Winnipeg $20 million (in cash and 

"Jews have suffered, almost more 
in-kind support)." 

than anybody else," Asper added. A video shown at the reception 
"The main theme of the museum 

included statements by the late will be to take personal responsibil-
Winnipeg Jewish philanthropist 

ity for the practice of human and media owner Israel Asper, who 
rights." She'd just posed for media 
with her brother, Leonard Asper, thought up the idea for the muse-
and other Asper Foundation and urn. 
museum officials in a sea of "If you want to humanize this 
Winnipeg schoolchildren at the planet, what are the human rights 
reception - symbols ,of coming gen- with which we're born?" he's 
erations that will beliefit from visit- shown asking in the video. 
ing the museum. The video noted that the 

The Asper Foundation has invest- glass-encased museum and tower, 
ed $8' million in the museum to intended as a Canadian "architec-
date. The January 19 announce- tural ikon", will have a section 
ment represented an additional $12 called "None Is Too Many"; among 
millipn over what was previously other exhibits. It will be about 
announced. (Cont. on page 3. See "Gail Asper 

The foundatiop's gift brought pri- inakes case for why Winnipeg 
vate campaign to~al.pledges to $6.0 Jews should support fundraising 
million. I campaign for Canadian Museum 

The announcement came only for Human Rights".) 
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