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People' 

Young Winn.ipeg ]ewishentrepreneurs celebrating career milestones 
.' . . 

Marshall Love now in sixth year in trucking business, Jonathan Strauss celebrating 10th anniversary in busin~ss 

Marshall Love recalls attending a: meet
ing of truck dealership principals last 

. year and discovering to his pleasant 
surprise that there are a substantial number of 
other Jewish businessmen in the trucking busi
ness in North America. 

OUR LITTLE SHTETL 

MYRON LOVE 

"I was sitting with 15 
other trucking business 
owners,". he recalls, 
"and I ~assure that the 
fellow from Florida 
was Jewish. So I asked 
him. He was surprised 
to learn that there were 
any Jews in Winnipeg. 
Then another couple of 

For community events 
music and entertainment tune in to: 

guys volunteered that they are 
Jewish, and another fellow said 
he had a' Jewish grandparent. 
It turned out that seven of us 
in the room were Jewish or 
had Jewish ancestry."· 

Love and his partner, 
. Ken Cranwill, cele
brated their fifth 
anniversary in the 
trucking business 
last year, Their 
Connexion 
Truck Centre 
combines two 
truck lines 
Sterling and 
Western Star, 
repair facilities, 

.Love describes trucking as a very complex 
industry. ~'We are similar to a car dealership," he 
says, "except that we deal with customers with a 
higher level of stress. If our customers are with
out their trucks, they are out of business for the 
period of time they don't have their trucks." 

The trucking industry reflects the state of the 
economy, he notes. "We can read what's hap
. pening in the economy," he says. "If certain 

goods aren't moving, we know about it." 
One of the challenges in the industry 
is finding drivers and mechanics. 

Love reports that recruitment is 
taking place in eastern' Europe 

and in Israel through the 
provincial . government's 
immigrant nominee program 
(whose goal is to bring 10,000 
new immigrants a year to 
Manitoba). 

"THE JEWISH HOUR" 
on 

a large parts 
operation and a 
body shop. The 
partners have a 
head office and 

MARSHALL LOVE: He celebrated his fifth 
anniversary in. the trucking business last 
year. Photo by Myron Love. 

"One positive thing about 
Winnipeg is that there is a lot 
of opportunity for individuals 

·CKj5 
810~.AM 

Every Sunday 1:30 - 2:30 PM 

Shawarma Time Restaural1t, 
Mit>t>le East Halal foot> 

No need to travel to 
Jerusalem for tasty. 

MIddle Eastem.l'ood 

6.6 Ellice Ave. 
Phone '774~Z.09 

Open 1 days a week 
from .0:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Dine In Take Out 

location on Oak Point Road off Inkster and a 
satellite location for'service and parts that they 
acquired two years ago in Headingly. The com
pany currently has 67 employees and is growing. 

Cranwill looks after sales, the body shop and 
the Headingly facility, while Love focuses on 
parts distribution, service, administration and 
finances. 
. Love',s background is in management inform a
;H.~f,1:1sy~tems; . He also has an MBA (1998) in 

~.. l:fi1!.an<:~.pnd p~rformance management. His first 
. degree . wasfroIn the University of North Dakota 
(UNO) more. than 20 years ago. 
. After.. . graduation 

,from UND, Love 
'. work.ed in Calgary' for 

. .Il f~:w, year~;Returning 
r----...... - ..... ~--..... '\"'_...... __ .......... ;...._ ,;to."Witinipeg;:h~ \V~s 

G~' C··· 'H' ··,'8· ..hife~tomanage'the 
'Se' '.Boniface 

. Hospital's health 
BICYCLE & HOBBY SHOPS records department. 

MODEL RAILROAD - ROCKETS After five years at that 
TOOLS - WOODEN BOATS position, he left to join 

PLAsnc MODELS. BOOKS his parents, Gordon 
SLOT RACING, DIE CAST CARS and Beverley, in the 

OPERATING DISPLAYS family glove manu-
WinnIpeg's Total Hobby Shop For 7B Years ft' 
185 SHERBROOK ST. '9'56 6571 ac unng company 
(1/2 a Block South 01 Broadway) • (Perfecfit). 

who want to be small busi
ness owners," Love observes. "The demograph
.ic situation is such that a large number of current 
small business owners are reaching retirement 
age and are looking for buyers." 

Of course, Love has a long way to go before he 
and Cranwill reach that point. As to whether his 
children will succeed him in the business, it's too 
early tell. He and his wife, Michelle, have two 
sons, Jacob, 13, whq attends Grant Park High 
School, and Matthew, 9, who is a student in the 
Hebrew Bilingual program at Brock-Corydon 
School. 
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About seven years 
ago, his longtime best 
friend, Ken Cranwill, 
invited him to go into 
business in a 

J<?NATHAN STRAUSS working with colleague Coralee Dolyniuk: 
HIS trade show business has done very well. Photo supplied by Jonathan 
Strallss. 

Bieber Securities Inc. 
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IWOW You Have a Friend in the Car Business" 

Call me for an appointment 

837-5811 
MICHAEL PALAY michaelpalay@shaw.ca 

-Bbd:nJIJO([ Pontiac Buick GMC 
Pointe west Autopari< www.blrchwood.mb.ca 

Freightliner truck dealership in Vancouver. "The 
deal didn't look right," Love says, "so we 
declined." 

Love did f?,o t<? work, th~>ugh, as the comptrol
ler for Freighthner Mal1ltoba, where Cranwill 
was also working. Then, five years ago, the duo 
were presented with the opportunity to purchase 
the Sterling truck franchise on North Main Street 

CUSTOM JEWELLERY 
DESIGNS. 

• 1 Day Repairs 
• Name Pendants 
• Chai's & Mezzuzot 
• Diamonds & Gold 
• Movado' Tag· Bulova 
• Watch Repairs 

CALL OR VISIT 

:a1~:; 
194 Osborne Sl949-0715 

y//////////////// 

from Parks ide Ford. 
Two years later, they 
added the Western 
Star franchise . 

"There have been a 
lot .of changes in the 
industry, a lot of 
downsizitlg," Love 
says. "Western Star 
approached us to take . 
on their franchise 
here." 

Jonathan Strauss is celebrating his 10th 
ann~versary . in business despite getting a much 
earher start m the business world than most peo
ple. The founder of Strauss Communications 
first ventured into the business world at age 16 

_when he acquired a computer newspaper. 
"I was interested in computers, and I had 

begun working with the people who owned the 
Co.mp,uter Post and organized the yearly 
Wmn!peg Computer Expo trade show," Strauss 
says. I en~ed up buying the company." 

Strauss gIves full credit to his parents, Martin 
and ArIa Strauss, for their help in acquiring the 
company and their ongoing support. 

The YO!Jng entrepreneur put out the newspaper 
for four years before closing it. "I got tired of 
~at7hi~g my advertisers go bankrupt," he says. 

. I dIdn t want to follow suit." 
The computer was more ·of a specialty item 

(Cont. on page 7. See "People".). . 
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Pettigrew planned Canada Centre for Peace and Democracy 
. Announcement made last November, no site selected 

By MARTIN ZEILIG 
A planned Canada Centre for Peace and 

Democracy in "Palestine" would be "a tangible 
demonstration" of this country's commitment to 
assisting the Palestinians in their state building 
ent~ry>rise, according to the senior foreign policy 
adVisor to then-foreign affairs minister Pierre 
Pettigrew. 

"Thelsraelis are ftilly supportive of the devel
oped countries helping the Palestinians. They 
see it as a key element to promote peace and sta
bility in the region," Jim Anderson added during 
a telephone interview from his office in Ottawa 
several weeks ago. 

"We want to help in capacity building for all 
. aspects necessary to bring about democratic sta
bility, economic growth and .social develop
ment." Plans for a centre to support peace and 
democracy' in the West Bank and Gaza and 
throughout the Middle East wete·frrst announced 
on November 28,2005. 
. The Cani\da Centre for Peace and Democracy 

is intended to provide a platform for increased 
Canadian activity with the parties in the area and 
will allow Canada to work with and support 
regional authorities, notes a media release from 
Foreign Affairs. 

"Our goal is to contribute to the foundation of 
a viable Palestinian state, with a dynamic society 

People' 
(Cont. from page 6.) 

when he took over the paper, he explains. As 
computers .. became more mainstream, there was 
fewer and fewer potential advertisers, he says. 

While the computer paper didn't work out, 
Strauss's trade show business has done very 
well. His frrst major trade show client - in addi-
'. hon to the Computer expo - was the annual 
Rotary Caree.!\~.,.Symposium which Strauss 

....... , ..... ~ '0 .. 

Communiclltio~~'~,h~s been organizing since 
1998. Amdhg his',Sther ongoing clients are the 
Winnipeg .Regiorial Health Authority and the 
Canadian Diabetes Association. The company 
also organizes the annual' Prairie East 
Horticultural Trade Show and Conference aild' 
the Y. Sports Dinner. 
. "My staff and I have learned on the job," 

Strauss says. 
Strauss has also extended his activity beyond· 

Winnipeg. His company has organized national 
meetings for Telus and Health Canada to list a 
couple of national clients. And,' over thl? past 
four years, he reports, Strauss Communications 
has developed in another area of e~pertise pro
viding management services for small and medi
um sized associations. 

"We deal with associations with memberships 
ranging from 80 to 500," Strauss says. "It is not 
feasible in some cases for smaller associations to 
have a full time extecutive ·director and the over
head which comes with keeping open an office. 
We can provide those services." . 

Strauss believes- that 2006 is going to be his 
company's best year yet. "We have at least a 
dozen projects lined up so far," he says. "We 
believe that if we do a good job for clients and 
help them be successful, we will also be suc
cessful." 

Strauss has also· become involved in the 
Jewish community in recent years. He is in his 
third year as a member of the board of the 
Jewish Child & Family Service and he is serving 
on the Federation's Human Resources 
Development Committee. 
. The writer is a Jewish Winnipeg freelancer. 

.. 

and vibrant economy. We want to improve living 
standarcl,s and help create a Palestinian state that 
include~deinocracy, the rule of law, strong pub
licadminisifation and good governance." This 
country allocated "over $36 million" in the past 
year,as part of its "enhanced program" of ass is-

While the government would like to get the 
centre up and running "as 'soon as possible," 
Anderson admitted that it wouldn't be possible 
to press ahead until after the federal.election on 
January 23. He also noted that then-prime minis
ter Paul Martin and Pettigrew are very commit-
ted to this pr:ocess. . tan¢e for thel'alestinians. . 

"We're still looking for input from NGOs on 
how the government can best playa role in fur
ther capacity building in that region. It's not 
about choosing sides. It's about finding a path to 
long term peace, stability, security and cQopera
tion between Palestinians and Israelis" 

"Canada will continue to work with both par-

.. , 
Anderson said. . 

. ties to ensure that the Israeli withdrawal leads to 
a reinvigoration of the Quartet's Roadmap 
process and an eventual two-state solution -
Israel and a sovereign, independent, viable, 
democratic and territorially contiguous 
Palestinian state, living side by side in peace and 
security," says the online information. 

During the interView, Anderson observed that RecreatiOIl Mell's Bowling League 
the National Council on Canada-Arab Relations By SAUL LONDON, secretary 
- which labels the proposed Centre a concrete Weekly high scores - January 11 
and significant Canadian commitment:'" was one HIGH TRIPLE: Darren Earn 647 (237, 215, 
of the first organizations to applaud Pettigrew's 195); Gary Granzberg 545 (203); Chaim Raber 
announcement. 540 (204); Rube Helman 540 (223); Herb Singer 

NCCAR strongly supports this initiative and 536 (210); Harvey AppeJle 532; Hersh 
looks forward to working closely with the gov- Doctoroff 532 (193); Jack Lazareck 526 (208); 
emment in the establishment of the Centre, says Ron Goldberg 524 (204); Jack Buchalter ·502 
information found on the organization's website. (197). 

"I've heard from so many people of the many HIGH SINGLE: Avery Spigelman. 190; Neil 
challenges (facing peace and democracy build- Stitz 187; Saul Greenberg 183; Bernie Tapper 
ing in the region). I wanted us to do more. We 181; Gary Verin 180. 

already have an expandedti~;::;:;;;·:::;:;::;::::;;::::::::::::;::::::;;;:;;::::;:;;:.=:;:;::::::=.::::::::::;:;;;;;;;;;; 
program of assistance rnl 
for Palestinians. Our 
object is to promote 
peace and stability," 
said Anderson, adding 
that during a trip he 
made. with Pettigrew. 
to Jerusalem, the West 
Bank and Lebanon in 
February, 'OS, the 
Canada- Israel 
Goinmittee sent along 
.IWiq~efor $250,000 

. :fQ~fl;9hildren's hospi

. tal iri~the West Bank. 
, :'!We haven't select-

ed a site yet for the 
centre. But what we 
en~ision is a school
like facility that would 
have a series of class
rooms of various sizes 
equipped with modern 
teachmg and learning 
technology. It's under 
these" roofs: that you 
could gather'· the 
expertise to help build 
a stable Palestinian 
government, " said 
Anderson. 
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YAD Chanukah Party 
Some of the more than 100 people that showed up at the Jewish 
Federation of Winnipeg Young Adult Division Chanukah Party at the 
Asper Jewish Community Campus Sunday, December 11. From left: 
Jonathan Glass and his then-six-week-.old baby, Poppy, Shaul and 
Florence Wachsstock and children, and Leonard and Anna Schwartz 
and children. Many participants at the party are recent Jewish immi
grants to Winnipeg. 

FROM THE GOLAN BElGHTS 
. TO THE VELVET GLOVE 

The Velvet Glove is pleased to be the first restaurant 
in Winnipeg to offer award-winning Israeli wine from 
the Golan Heights Winery. 

Pair it with our new seasonal dinner menu featuring 
authentically local fare and enhanced Lifcsty,le 
Cuisine selections. 

All dinner guests enjoy complimentary parking in the 
Lombard Parkade. For reservations, call: 985-6255. 

TH£ VELVET CLOV£ 

The Fairmont \'\'innipcg, 2 Lombard Place, \'\!innipcg, j\IB H3B U'I{3 
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