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. Canadian' Jewish ne.ws 
Behind the headlines 

J'ews look for pro-Israel turn as Conservatives win Canadian vote 
By ADAM MICHAEL SEGAL available,but the communi-. 

TORONTO (JTA) - With ty's customary support for the 
Canada's Conservative Party Liberals is believed to have 
poised to take power for the first eroded somewhat in recent 
time in 12 years, Jewish leaders years. "the Jewish communi-
anticipate that the new govern- ty is no longer monolithic," 
ment will take a firmer stance said Bernie Farber, . CEO of 
against Israel-bashing at the the Canadian Jewish 
United Nations and playa larger Congress. "While it's fair to 
role 111 fostering Israeli~· say Jews (traditionally) have 
Palestinian peace. voted Liberal, there have. 

"There is an expectation that a been some changes in voting 
Conservative government will patterns. There were Jewish 
take a somewhat more aggres- Conservatives that ran in this 
sive posture in encouraging the election, and· r think the 
kind of reforms that would allow Conservative party demon-
the UN to fulfill the objectives it strated it has significant 
was initially' designed to Canadian prime minister- understanding of Jewish 
address," said Shimon Fogel, elect, Stephen Harper: issues and Jewish concerns." 
CEO of the Canada-Israel Spoke out strongly against For example, the 
Committee. That includes moves anti-Israel UN resolutions Conservative's prime. minis-
to "end the annual cycle of in the. campaign.. Credit: ter-elect, Stephen Harper, 
Israel-bashing at the UN'''. Conservative Party a/Canada.. spoke out emphatically 

Under the Liberal government, which was against anti-Israel UN resolutions during the 
defeated in the January 23 election, Canada sup- campaign. "A Conservative government will not 
ported some UN resolutions unfavorable to support resolutions at the United Nations that are 
Israel, though it had shown a slight change in aimed specifically at Israel or designed to create 
voting patterns recently. a bias in the resolution of the Middle East con-

Statistics on Jewish voting patterns are not flict," he said during a recent meeting hosted by 

C l lJ · - hl- h" h Stud- C ho the' Canadian Council ar eton nzverSlfy esta lS es JeWlS les en", e for Israel and Jewish 
By BENITA BAKER Freedman learned of 27 faculty Advocacy, or CCIJA. 

For almost 10 years Aviva members, not all Jewish, who were Harper, 46, is bask-
Freedman aspired to establish a actively involved in Jewish-related ing in his victory right 
Jewish Studies Centre at Carleton research and who were all interest- now, but he may soon 
University. The linguistics profes- ed in becoming members of the face a contentious 
sor and former dean of the Faculty centre: political situation: His 
of Arts and Social Sciences knew A film studies professor explor- government is a 
that scholars throughout the univer- mg Jewish influences on the minority, having won 
sity, in areas as diverse as psychol- American film industry. just 36 per cent of the 
ogy, mass communication, litera- An English literature professor popular vote and occu-
ture and film studies, were doing examining Jewish satire. pying less than half the 
active research in Jewish studies. A psychologist studying how the seats in the House of 

She envisioned a setting where brain responds to anti-Semitism. Commons. Harper is 
these academics could share their A social worker analyzing the seen as a social conser-
research and their ideas on all economic and social conditions of vative whose Vlews 
aspects of Jewish civilization, his- the Canadian Jewish community. are closer to those of 
tory, culture and classical Jewish A French professor studying cul- President Bush. Many 
texts. tural and intellectual resistance to observers predict bet-

That dream is now' a reality. the Holocaust. ter relations with 
Carleton University officially "I was dumbfounded," Freedman Canada's southern 
launched the Centre for Jewish said. "What was particularly strik- neighbor, which had 
Studies and Research on October ing about this for me was that the hit a rocky patch under 
27 to coincide with Holocaust people who were doing it were an Paul Martin, the 
Education Week. extraordinary mix of senior schol- Liberal prime minister. 

It's well-attended inaugural pro- ars, some' very distinguished I Fogel said he 
gram brought together scholars might add, and very junior scholars believes Harper could 
from the departments of journal- who are really just beginning their push Canada to take a 
ism, history, film studies, English research." larger role in Mideast 
literature and French literature for a What Freedman also discovered peace initiatives. 'The 
roundtable discussion of their is that most researchers did not first foreign-policy 
Holocaust research projects. know each other or know that they priority will be to try 

Although Carleton's Department were doing related work. and reaffirm strong 
of Religion offers a Jewish Studies The Jewish Studies Research relations with the 
program, the number of courses Centre will allow them to share U.S.," Fogel said. 
offered are limited because there is their work and ideas with each "And I think from that 
currently only one full-time faculty other and with the public. The cen- will flow other things, 
member. When Freedman began tre also strives to offer interest including the potential 
canvassing her colleagues about courses to the community-at-large, for a larger role in the 
their interest 111 establishing a to bring in guest lecturers and to Middle East, by virtue 

. research centre, she encountered a host major conferences. of an elevated sense of 
diverse and enthusiastic group keen "This new centre will create a confidence the 
on participating. venue for collaborative research Americans will have 

"It is actually quite stunning, the across Carleton, with other universi- in Canada for a~vanc-
number of people who are ties, and even with colleagues·from ing things toward a 
involved," she said. "It's just an other countries," Freedman said. peace process." 
embarrassment of riches." Reprinted . with permiSSIOn, Farber said he 

Through word of mouth, Ottawa Jewish Bulletin. believes Harper takes 

. seriously the Iranian threat to Israel and will act
ing accordingly. Iran is believed to be develop

. ing nuclear weapons, and its' president recently 
l>alltid for Israel to be "wiped off the map." 

"I think the government will be more proactive 
in seeking remedies to ensure the Iranians do not 
move forward with tp,eir nuclear program," 
agreed Frank Dimant, president of B 'nai Brith 
Canada. "I know that they understand the threat 
Iran is, not just to Israel, but to Canada, Europe 
and the U.S." . 

With Palestinians voting in their own parlia
mentary election, questions swirl about what 
contact, if any, the new Canadian government 
will have with legislators from the terrorist 
group Hamas. Dimant believes Canada may take 
a wait-and-see approach based on what Israel 
decides to do about Hamas. 

"If Israel decides to somehow, at some level, 
begin a process of dialogue (with Hamas) , I 
think it would be exceptionally difficult for the 
Americans, Australians and Canadians" not to 
do the same, Dimant said. 

Eva Goldfinger is Canada's 
first Humanistic rabbi 

By FRANCES === 
KRAFT 

TORONTO -' Eva 
Goldfinger, a long
time spiritual leader at 
Oraynu Congregation 
for Humanistic 
Judaism, is now 
Rabbi . Eva 
Goldfinger, the first 
Humanistic rabbi in 
Canada. EVA GOLDFIN-

Her ordinatioQ took GER: "If Orthodox 
place in October at the were the only way to 
Farmington Hills, be Jewish, I would-
M i c h . - bas e d 't b J . h t d " 
International Institute n e eWls 0 ay. 
for Secular Humanistic Judaism (IISHJ), where 
she also serves on the faculty. . 

To people affiliated with the Secular 
Humanistic Jewish movement, which dates back 
to 1963, there is nothing contradictory about her 
new designation and the "secular" aspect of the 
movement. 

"People think 'secular' with a small's,'" the 
55-year-old psychotherapist said in a recent 
interview. In this case, she explained,"secular" 
refers to a Jewish social activist background. 

"People think we don't care about our Jewish 
heritage, and we're very concerned about our 
Jewishness and the continuity of Judaism. We're 
just not interested in the continuity of a Judaism 
that's monolithic, or only about one way to be 
Jewish." . 

Although Humanistic Judaism services 
include Jewish cultural and ethical elements, 
there are no prayers, . and there is no mention of 
God. The Torah is considered "special" for its 
literary and historical value, but Humanistic 
Judaism doesn't consider it God-given. 

Rabbi Goldfinger's involvement in the move
ment is a dramatic departure from her upbring- . 
ing in a haredi community in Toronto. A gradu
ate of Bais Yaakov High School for Girls whq 
was. raised in a chassidic family, she became a 
feminist as a young teenager. 

"To me, diversity is the only guarantee of sur
vival.. ." she said. ,IIf Orthodoxy were the only 
way to be Jewish, I wouldn't be Jewish today." 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish 
News. 
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News analysis 

As' Barnas savors victory, U.S. 
and Europeans may cut off aid 

By RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - Hamas leaders 

savoring their .stunning electoral victory might 
contemplate the first likely casualty: funding for 
a Palestinian Authority that is on the verge of 
bankruptcy. 

President Bush, who defied Congress last year 
to hand over $50 million to the Palestinian 
Authority, made clear he would not have a com
parable relationship with a Hamas government. 
"The United States does not support political 
parties that want to destroy our ally Israel, and 
that people must renounce that part of their plat
form," Bush said January 26, after it became 
clear that Hamas had trounced P.A. President 
Mahmoud Abbas' Fatah Party in legislative elec
tions. 

Bush already was garnering an international 
consensus on the issue; his secretary of state, 
Condoleezza Rice, spent much of January 26 
consulting with U.S. allies, and it apparently 
paid off. By the end of the day, European leaders 
were echoing Bush's statement. 

"We can only do business with people who 
renounce terrorism," a spokesman for British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair said, and the senti
ment was echoed by Silvio Berlusconi, the 
Italian prime minister. 

European officials predicted unanimity on the 
topic when the European Union's 25 foreign 
ministers met January 30. Bush cautioned that 
the dust had yet to settle: Abbas, a relative mod
erate favored by the United States and Israel, 
remains as P.A. president, and Hamas - which 
appeared surprised by its victory - has yet to 
announce its plans for governance. "We'd like 
him to stay in power," Bush said of Abbas. 

Yet the emerging consensus among 
Americans, U.S. Jewish leaders, Israelis and 
Palestinian moderates was that a Cabinet led by 
a Hamas prime minister fundamentally changes 
the Israeli-Palestinian dynamic - and not for the 
better. 

"Tsunami," said Diana Buttu, an adviser to 
Abbas until last year. "An unmitigated disaster," 
said David Makovsky, an analyst for the 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy. 

Until January 25, the argument was whether 
Fatah would win an outright victory or whether 
it would have to include Hamas in government, 
and how the world should react. 

Some U.S. officials were discussing the model 
in Lebanon, where U.S. officials deal with all 
government ministers except the one represent
ing Hezbollah, a group that, like Hamas, is on 
the U.S. State Department's list of terrorist 
groups. Instead, Hamas won 76 seats in the 132-
member Parliament, compared to 43 for Fatah 
and 13 for smaller parties. 

"The main event is to leverage aid and to make 
sure the U.S. is not alone," Makovsky said 
January 26 in a conference call organized by the 
Conference of Presidents of Major American 
Jewish Organizations. 

Such leverage would be potent because Hamas 
is about to inherit a Palestinian Authority on the 
verge of bankruptcy, the result of years of perva
sive corruption and thieving by some Fatah lead
ers. 

It will be able to pay the P.A.'s 170,000 
salaries -' the mainstay of the Palestinian econo
my - only through the middle of February. 

Isolating Hamas represents a spent formula, 
Buttu argued in a conference call organized by 

GEORGE BUSH, 
U.S. president: "The 
United States does 
not support parties 
that want to destroy 
our ally, IsraeI..." 

the Israel Policy 
Forum, a Jewish 
group that encourages 
greater U.S. involve
ment 111 the peace 
process. Instead, the 
West should try to 
moderate Hamas 
through offers of 
assistance, she said. 

"The future IS to 
bolster Abu Mazen 
and the voices that 
really want to see 
peace," she said, 
using Abbas' nom de 
guerre. The result of 
isolation "has been to 
bolster Hamas." 

Such arguments 
may be beside the point right now, said Samar 
Assad, who directs the Palestine Center, a 
Washington think tank. Hamas is unlikely to 
change decades of rejectionist ideology 
overnight, and in any case its most immediate 
concern is a society 011 the verge of collapse. 

"They will focus on a government and on 
domestic issues, and later, when they realize cer
tain domestic issues can't be accomplished with
out dealing with the reality of Israel, they will, 
have to soften." At that point, the Europeans and 
the Bush administration might be readier to 
accommodate an arrangement. 

But that would encounter fierce resistance in 
Congress, which last month overwhelmingly 
passed legislation warning of financial conse
quences if Palestinians elect Hamas to govern
ment. 

"I don't think there's any reasonable expecta
tion that Hamas will change," Rep. Robert 
Wexler CD-Fla.), a cosponsor of the legislation, 
told JTA. "There's nothing Hamas has said or 
done that would give any hope whatsoever. The 
Palestinian people made their bed with Hamas, 
and now they can sleep with it." 

Congress exercises oversight over funds for 
the Palestinians, and another $200 million is 
available in addition to the $50 million Bush 
handed over last year. 

U.S. Jewish groups, ranging from Americans 
for Peace Now to the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee, were virtually unanimous in 
pledgihg to maintain a political climate that 
would keep Hamas isolated. 

Recognizing Israel's right to exist and ending 
violence "should be a precondition for any direct 
international aid to the new Palestinian govern
ment," Americans for Peace Now said. 

AIPAC had a sinlilar message, calling on "the 
United States and its allies to uphold their policy 
of not dealing with Hamas and other terrorist 
groups." . 

Stephen Cohen, a scholar who advises the 
Israel Policy Forum, said such views could be 
counterproductive. ~'The danger of the American 
Jewish community is that it pays so much atten
tion to the ideological stance of Palestinian 
movements," said Cohen, who has met with 
Hamas figures. 

He recommended incremental steps. "We have 
to make sure that American Jewry does not turn 
too much on the formal insistence of the change' 
of the covenant," Cohen said. That could lead to 
"years of conflict and armed struggle." 

Behind the headlines 

Despite flap over 
scholar's ties, Brandeis 
stands behind Shikaki 

ByRON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON 

(JTA) - A Palestinian 
academic affiliated 
with Brandeis 
University dismissed 
allegations that he is 
linked to Islamic 
Jihad, and says he's 
not worried about 
attempts to persuade 
Jewish groups to cut 
him off. 

Khalil Shikaki's 
employment at the 
Boston-area, Jewish
sponsored university 
came under fire from 
the Zionist 

KHALIL SHIKAKI: 
Dismissed allega
tions that he is 
linked to Islamic 
Jihad. 

Organization of America, which called on 
donors to reconsider their relationship with 
Brandeis. ZOA alleged that Shikaki distributed 
funds on behalf of figures associated with 
Islamic Jihad. Shikaki flatly denied this. "There 
was no transfer of funds," he told JTA on 
January 19. 

Shikaki, who heads the Palestinian Center for 
Policy and Survey Research in Ramallah in the 
West Bank, co-teaches a course at Brandeis on 
peacemaking with an Israeli and an Egyptian 
academic. He told ITA that the FBI interviewed 

. him in 2003, showing him transcripts of 1995 
conversations with Sameeh Hammoudeh. who 
was acquitted December 6 in a Florida court of 
charges that he helped fund the Palestinian ter
rorist group. 

Shikaki said the conversations, secretly 
recorded by the FBI, concerned funds for an 
orphanage in the West Bank city of Nablus run 
by his in-laws. The FBI never contacted him 
again, he said. His efforts to fund the orphanage 
came from "a personal desire to help people," 
Shikaki said. The government argued in its case 
against Hammoudeh and three others that 
"orphanages" was a codeword for Islamic Jihad, 
an organization led by Shikaki's brother Fatih 
until he was slain by Israeli agents in Malta in 
1995. An FBI spokesman refused to comment 
on the matter. 

The revelation of the tapped conversations in 
the New York Sun last week led the ZOA and 
some individuals to call on Brandeis, a universi
ty with a strong Jewish donor base, to cutoff 
Shikaki. The ZOA "urged donors to reconsider 
their support for Brandeis unless the university 
responds appropriately," it said in a statement. 
Brandeis says it is standing by Shikaki, noting 
that U.S. law enforcement never pursued any 
action against him. 

"We believe that we still live in a country 
where people are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty," Brandeis President Jehuda 
Reinharz said in a statement. "If anyone has any 
real evidence against this individual, then they 
should bring it forward. The university has com
plete faith in the United States' law enforcement 
agencies, and no charges have ever been brought 
against Professor Shikaki. Should something 
arise in the future, the university will take that 
into account and act accordingly." 

Morton Klein, ZOA's president, said the uni
versity'S standard was too low. "The standard 
shouldn't be 'innocent until proven guilty;' 
that's woefully inadequate," Klein told ITA. 
"There should be no taint at all." 
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