
,.". 

, 

18 THE JEWISH POST fit NEWS, Wednesday, February 1, 2006 

iSpanish column/world Jewi~h news 

Encuentro. 
La senadora nacional Cristina Fernandez de 

Kirchner recibio dfas atras en la Casa de 
Gobiemo al presidente .de la Universidad 
Hebrea de Jerusalem, Manachem Mugidor y al 
director del departamento para America Latina y 
Espafia, Jose Benarroch, quienes analizaron la 
posibilidad de que esa casa de altos esttidios sea 
nexo entre Argentina e Israel en materia de 
ciencia y educacion. 

La legisladora argentina dialog6 con los 
representantes de esa universidad, los que 
admitieron su satisfaccion por reunirse 
nuevamente con la primera dama luego de su 
visita a Israel; en Junio del alio pasado, en la que 
fue distinguida como miembro Honorario de la 
Universidad Hebrea de Jerusalem por su labor 
como activista en defensa de los derechos 
humanos y por defender los valores 
democniticos de las instituciones. 

Durante una conferencia de prensa luego del 
encuentro, Magidor comento que con Fernandez· 
de Kirchner dialogaron sobre el rol de la 
educaci6n en general y la universidad en 
particular en la sociedad, destacando su intimo 
des eo de que la Universidad Hebrea sea el 
puente entre los dos pafses en el campo de la 
ciencia y la educaci6n como as! tam bien, en la 
busqueda de soluciones en los problemas 
educativos y de infraestructura para los P!leblos 
resaltando que el puntapie inicial del proyecto 
en cuestion, fue precisamente este encuentro. 

A su turno el titular del departamento para 
. America Latina y Espana reconoci6 que en la 
reuni6n se menciono la posibilidad de que el 
presidente Nestor Kirchner visite Israel, aunque 
admitio que no se preciso fecha alguna, 
estimandose que el viaje se realizarfa luego de 
los comicios a celebrase, en Israel, en Marzo 
proximo. 

En linea. 
De acuerdo con investigaciones realizadas por 

el director del Centro de Investigacion para la 
Prevencion de la Obesidad, en la Universidad de, 
Yale, el doctor David Katz, declaro que la 
manera mas efectiva de perder peso es 
estableciendo un lfmite a los sabores, eligiendo 
uno por dfa -manzana, apio 0 pilia~y mezclarlo 
con cereales U otros productos similares. 

Katz afinna que la gente deja de comer 
cuando el centro del apetito del cerebro registra 
"suficiente, hasta aquf llegue". 

Sin embargo cuando se consumen alimentos 
con variedad de sabores puede llevar a comer en 
demasfa ,debido a que los diferentes sensores 
deben enviar un mensaje de saciedad, para que 
el apetito disminuya y esto constituye uno de los 
pilares de la dieta estadounidense que es una 
cacofonfa demente de sabores segun afirmo 
Katz, al presentar uno de sus libros en la ciudad 
de Chicago. 
, La obra en cuesti6n se titula The Flavour Point 

Diet. 

Nos reencontramos 
alexci5@hotmail.com 
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Across the former 
Soviet Union 
Ukrainian' 
Je.wscry , 

politics after' 
siateTV' 

cancels show 
By', VLADIMIR 
MATVEYEV 

KIEV, Ukraine 
(JTA) - Ukrainian 
Jews, are disappointed 
by the decision of 
Ukrail)ian state televi
sion to cancel its 
Jewish-themed week
ly show. Reasons 
given for the show's 
cancellation have 
been mixed. 

Many Jewish 
groups and the show's 
producers 'said that 
the show's criticism 
of a prominent public 
figure known for his 
anti-Semitism direct
ly caused the show to 
be nixed. State televi
sion officials - and 
some Jewish figures 
as well - said the 
show suffered from a 
lack of quality. 

"Mazel Tov" cov-
ered Jewish life in 

,Ukraine and abroad, 
Jewish traditions, cul
ture and issues of 
concern to the Jewish 
community. The only 
Jewish-themed show 
on Ukrainian state 
television, "Mazel 
Tov" lasted for five 
seasons, and was a 
successor to the coun
try's first Jewish tele
vision show, Yahad. 

Vadim Rabinovich, 
president of the All
Ukrainian Jewish 
Congress and the 
United Jewish 
Community of 
Ukraine, told a 
January 18 news con
ference that the 
National Television 
Company of Ukraine, 
or NTKU, canceled 
the show because it 
was critical of Georgy 
Schokin. Schokin is 
the head of MAUP, a 
private Kiev universi
ty whose leaders trig
gered international 
condemnation 'for 
their repeated anti
Semitic and anti
Zionist statements. 

Although company 
officials and others 
questioned the qualit5' 
of the show; 
Rabinovich and sev
'eral Jewish leaders 
suggested that politics 
motivated the deci
sion. 

Across the forme,: Soviet Union 

,Proposed Latvian restitution law 
,wouldr~turn Jewish properties 

By YA~IiAL.EV~INE ' 
RIGA", Latvia (JTA) - The 

dilapidated carcass qf a wooden 
synagogue tMt.dates back to before 
World War II stands on a side street 
of Junnala, a 30-minute train ride 
from the capital Riga. This syna

Arkady Suharenko of the Council 
of Latvian Jewish Communities 
and Congregations, a 1992 Latvian 
law allowed for the restitution of 
Jewish property, but required bnly 
the return of communal properties 
to observant Jewish communities. 

gogue is one of many 
such Jewish commu
nal properties in this 
Baltic nation current
ly in the government's 
possession. 

But this may change 
soon: A proposed 
Latvian law would 
return some 200 prop
erties to the country's 
Jewish community -
and could go a long 
way toward making 
the community self
sufficient. Latvia's 
prewar Jewish popu
lation numbered 
100,000, and the com
munity owned a large 
number of communal 
and private properties 
here. 

In .2003, the Council 
of Latvian Jewish 
Communities was 
organized as an 
umbrella organization 
to unite 12 Jewish 
organizations scat
tered around eight 
Latvian cities; repre
senting roughly 
10,000 Latvian Jews. 
One of the primary 
objectives of the 
council 'was to facili
tate the restitution 
process, says 
Gennady Trifsik, a 
representative of the 
Jewish community of 
Jurmala. 

The cash-strapped 
community is in dire 
need of a resolution to 
the current property 
situation. The Junnala 
synagogue, for 
instance, is rented by 
the state to the Jewish 
community, which 
formerly owned the 
building.·But as long 
as the future of the 
property's ownership 
is uncertain, the com
munity is not ready to 
make the costly 
repairs the synagogue 
needs in order to func
tion. Instead, to cover 
costs, tlie community 
is subletting the build
ing. It npw houses a 
small produce' market 

, and deli, which, ironi-
cally, sells pork 

According to 

Demjanjuk appeals again 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Fonner concentration 

camp guard John Demjanjuk appealed his 
deportation. ,On January 23, Demjanjuk 
appealed a recent decision by Chief U.S. 
Immigration Judge Michael Creppy, who reject
ed Demjanjuk's contention that he would be tor
tured in Ukraine. Demjanjuk, 85, served as a 
guard at the Sobibor, Majdanek and Flossenburg 
camps but lied about his past when he applied to 
enter the United States in 1952. Demjanjuk, who 
now lives near Cleveland, was acquitted in 
Israel in 1993 of being "I van the Terrible," one 
of the most notorious Nazi guards. 

Jewish group honored in Indon,esia 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Indonesian offici* 

honored the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee for its tsunami relief efforts. The 
awards were given by the mayor of Banda Aceh , 
and a regional official to JDC in a ceremony 
January 23. The IDC has spent $2 million U.S. 
so far in Indonesia on efforts such as upgr~ding 
refugee camps and increasing and improving the 
water supply for victims of the December 2004 
tsunami in mostly Muslim Indonesia, which was 
the country hardest hit by the tidal wave. "We 
are in Indonesia first and foremost to help peo
ple who suffered from the tsunami, but it's also 
an opportunity to build bridges of friendship and 
respect between Muslims and Jews," Michael 
Schneider, the JDC's honorary executive vice 
president, told JTA by telephone from Indonesia. 

'Munich' connects Olympic orphan 
·with slain father ' 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - An Israeli actor who 
played his own father, an athlete slain at the 
1972 Olympics, in "Munich" said the experi
ence helped him achieve closure. "All my life I 
heard stories about Dad, but it was just words. In 
acting it out, everything suddenly became real," 
Guri Weinberg told the Israeli Ynet Web site 
January 24 in an interview from Los Angeles. In 
"Munich," Weinberg depicts his father, Moshe, a 
weightlifter who was the first' of 11 athletes 
killed as he tried to fend off Palestinian hostage
takers at the Olympic Village. "For many years I 
was angry with him, thinking to myself that had 
he not put up a struggle, maybe I would still 
have a dad," Weinberg said. "When we made the 
film, I understood for the first time that he had to 
do what he did, and that he didn't have any 
chance of getting out of there alive." According 
to Weinberg, Arab actors who played the terror
ists voiced outrage at the Munich attack. 

German chancellor backs dialogue 
, NEW YORK (JTA) - Gennany's chancellor 
backed preliminary efforts for a Christian
Musli~-Jewish dialogue. In a meeting January 
24 WIth Rabbi Israel Singer, chairman of the 
World Jewish Congress, Angela Merkel said she 
suppo~s setting up a study group, to work on 
such dIalogue efforts, the congress said in a news 
release. The group believes such a dialogue, 
modeled after Jewish-Catholic efforts, could help 
mediate tensions between East and West. 

Israeli news 
Hamas win poses dilemma 
(Cont. from page 1.) , 
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would be a growth of Iranian influence in the 
Palestinian arena. Hawks like the Likud Party's 
Yuval Steinitz, chairman of the Knesset's 
Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee, see a 
tightening of an Iranian-controlled terrorist belt 
around' Israel, with the Lebanese-based 

opposing pressures on Hamas to maintain its 
radical line. Iran, for example, could make up 
for funds the European Union withholds _. on 
condition that Ramas remain militant. Fidelity 
to its ideology, and, goading by other militant 
groups, also could shunt Bamas away' from 
moderation. * Does the Hamas victory mean the 
end of the dynamic toward independent Israeli 
and Palestinian states living side-by-side? Not 
necessarily. 

By its very participation in the election Hamas 
has been sucked into the two-state paradigm: 
The Palestinian Parliament holds sway in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip but not' over all the 
territory - including Isr~el - that Hamas claims 
as "Palestine." More importantly, the Hamas 
victory likely will accelerate unilateral Israeli 
moves to establish a clear border between 
Israelis and Israeli settlements on one side, and 
Palestinians on the other. * Is Hamas uniformly 
radical, or are there more m<;>derate voices? 

A Palestinian election candidate flashes a vic
tory sign as he is surrounded by supporters 
during the last day of Fatah rallying in the 
West Bank village of Dahiyat al-Barid, north 
of Jerusalem, January 23, 2006. The ruling 
Fatah faction was confident of seeing off an 
unprecedented challenge from Hamas to its 
stranglehold on power on the final day of the 
Palestinian election campaign. Credit: Briall 
Hendler/ITA. 

, Hezbollah to the north and Hamas and other 
Palestinian militants in the center and south. A 
lot will depend on the choice Hamas makes 
between Iran and the rest of the international 
community. * Will Hamas continue the cease
fire, or "tahdia," that most Palestinian terrorist 
groups declared in early 2005, or will there soon 
be a fresh outbreak of terrorism? The Israeli 
intelligence assessment is that Hamas will 
observe the cease-fire, at least in the short term. 
What happens next will depend on the long-term 
strategy that Hamas, with all ,the constraints of 
power, decides to adopt. 

As for terrorist acts by other militants, such as 
Islamic Jihad, Humas, with its radical ideology, 
will be in no position to condemn them. 

Some Israelis are saying this will make it easi
er for Israel to cope. There will be no more 
masks or double talk, analysts say, such as when 
the Palestinian Authority condemned teITor to 
the outside world but did nothing to stop it. 

years ago. Its loss of power to the Islamic funda
mentalists came as a profound shock. The organization'S formal position is that there 

can be no talks with Israel until it withdraws to 
its pre-1967 boundaries, divides Jerusalem and 
takes in vast numbers of Palestinian refugees, 
positions that are unacceptable to Israel. Uritil 
then, Hamas says, all contacts will be through 
third parties. Behind the scenes, however, some 
Hamas leaders are intimating that there could be 
direct negotiations before then. 

On this score, and in general, Ismail Haniya, 
Hamas' primary candidate for prime minister, is 
thought to be more pragmatic than the Gaza
based party leader, Mahmoud al-Zahar. * How is 
the secular Fatah movement likely to respond to 
its loss of power? Fatah, the movement founded 
by Yasser Arafat, has dominated the Palestinian 
nationalist movement since its inception 40 

Fatah leaders' initial reaction was to dismiss 
out-of-hand Hamas calls to participate in a 
national unity government on the grounds that 
Fatah plans to rebuild in opposition and return to 
power once Hamas' approach proves unrealistic. 
Fatah says it intends to hand over power peace
fully, but already there has been some fighting 
between the two groups and some talk of using 
force to reverse the election result, the way the 
army did when Islamists were poised to wiri 
power in Algeria in 1992. 

A key development to watch will be whether 
P.A. security personnel loyal to Fatah agree to 
place themselves under Hamas command. * 
What are the likely regional consequences? 

With Hamas in power, they add, Israelis are 
likely to be more united in fighting terrorism and 
to get more international support for counter-te'r
rorist activities. * What are Israel's options? 
Government policy is shaping up as the follow
ing: No talks with Hamas, persistence with the 
"road map" peace plan's demands for a renunci
ation of terrorism and disarming of militias, con
sideration of further unilateral withdrawals, 
rapid completion of the West Bank security 
fence, targeting of the Islamic Jihad militia and 
carrot-and-stick use of Israel's economic lever-

'I.' , age. 
For Israel, one of the most dangerous results 
Backgrounder 

On the left, Meretz' Party leader Yossi Beilin 
suggests circumvent-, 

What is Hamas? A guide to the Palestinian terror organization 
ing Hamas by negoti
ating peace with "Fatah 
leader Mahmoud 
Abbas, who will 
remain as P.A. presi
dent, and putting any 
deal to a Palestinian 
referendum. On the 
right, Likud leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
urges movmg the 
fence deeper into 
Palestinian territory to 
distance the militia
men from major 
Israeli roads and the 
international airport. * 
What impact is the 
rise of Hamas likely 
to have· on Israeli 
elections? All the 
main parties are trying 
to make political capi
tal of the Hamas vic
tory in the run-up to 
Israel's own election 
in March. Likud 
argues that last sum
mer's unilateral with
drawal from Gaza and 
the northern West 
Bank showed the 
Palestinians that ter
rorism pays, and the 
fact that Hamas could 
claim that its militia
men forced Israel to 
leave paved the way 
for its election suc-

By JTA Staff . 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Hamas, which 

will form the next Palestinian Authority 
govemment that pstensibly is to negoti
ate peace with Israel, has a long history 
of non-diplomatic dealings with the 
Jewish state. Its ideology is based on 
the destruction of Israel through jihad, 
or Muslim "holy war." 

The group's 1988 chmiel' states that 
"Israel will exist and will continue to 
exist until Islam will obliterate it, just as 
it obliterated others before it." It adds 
that the territory of Israel is "Islamic 
Wakf' - that is part of the Muslim reli
gious trust, which can not be given to 
non-Muslims - and that "the law gov
eming the land of Palestine is the 
Islamic Sharia," or Muslim law. 

The group presents itself as having 
separate social and military branches, a 
formula that seeks to insulate the group 
from charges that it is a terrorist organi
zation. However, few serious observers 
believe the branches are truly separate. 
Hamas has its origins in the Muslim 
Brotherhood, a fundamentalist Muslim 
group founded in Egypt in the first half 
of the 20th century. The brotherhood 
inspired Hamas founder Sheik Ahmed 
Yassin's notion that Israel is Islamic 
land whose ownership is not negotiable. , 

Yassin founded the Islamic Center in 
the Gaza Strip in the 1970s, turning it 
into a major religious organization and 
laying the groundwork for a network of 
social and welfare institutions that 

,increased the movement's popUlarity. 
He continued to absorb the violent and 
nati()nalist, ideas of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, and gradually shifted the 
group's focus from welfare to violence. 
That paved the way for the founding of 
Hamas - which means "zeal" in 
Arabic, and is an acronym for the 
Islamic Resistance Movement - after 
the first intifada began in 1987. 

As early as the first intifada, Hamas 
also targeted suspected Palestinian col
laborators and rivals in the Fatah move
ment. Hamas began using suicide 
bombers as a weapon in 1994 an{l since 
has carried out at least 60 such attacks; 
many more have been stopped by Israeli 
security forces. The group began 
launching rockets at Israeli targets in 
2001, using crude Kassam. rockets fo 
shell Israeli towns in the Negev, notably 
Sderot. The group's attacks have killed 
hundreds of Israeli civilians in the past 
five years alone, prompting Israeli legal 
and military responses. The United 
States and European Union consider 
Hamas a terrorist organization. 

An Israeli court sentenced Yassin in 
1984 to 13 years in jail, but he was 
released a year later in a prisoner 
exchange deal. He was imprisoned 
again in the 1990s for incitement to vio
lence, but was released in 1997 in 
another prisoner exchange. During the 
second intifada the Israel Defense 
Forces began targeting Hamas leaders 
for assassination. 

Yassin was killed in March 2004 by 
Israeli helicopter fire. Abdel Aziz 
Rantissi, who was appointed Hamas 
head in Yassin's place; was assassinated 
a month later. After that, Hamus stopped 
announcing tile names of its leaders, 
though they are believed to be 
Mahmoud al-Zahar and Ismail Haniya, 
No. I and No.2 on Hamas' party list in 
the recent election. The group's popu
larity in the territories is partly based on 
its social-service work. Hamas funds 
educational, medical and welfare pro
grams, though the group is accused of 
using the educational program to spread 
anti-Israel and extremist Islamic propa
ganda to children. 

Hamas also attempted to take credit 
for Israel's 2005 withdrawal from Gaza 
and parts of the West Bank. The group 
has a few senior leaders in Syria, 
Lebanon and the Persian Gulf states. 
Hamas receives some funding from 
Iran, but relies primarily on donations 
from Palestinians around the world and 
private benefactors in Arab states. 

Some of Hamas' fund-raising and 
propaganda activity takes place in 
Western Europe and North America. In 
2004, the United States convicted the 
Texas Holy Land Foundation on 
charges that included money laundering 
for Hamas. Israeli intelligence in the 
past has pointed at possible links 
between Hamas and AI-Qaida and 
Hezbollah, but nothing has been 
proven. cess. 


