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Community news . 
Yossi Olmert 

(Cont. from page 1.) 
.. even one cent from any 
country in the world. 
Maybe the Iranians ,,,ill 
try to smuggle some 
money to them, but 
altogether, I believe 
that this government 
would be a terror gov
ernment, which would 
be horrible. 

Jewish Post & 
News: How likely is it 
that Iran can start fun
nelling money into the 
Palestinian Authority, 
and can anything be 
done to stop that? 

Olmert: Clearly, 
there is a possibility, 

YOSSI OLMERT: 
''We're four broth
ers, a very closeknit 
family," he says of 
his relationship with 
Acting Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud 
Olmert. 

and if responsible governments are aware of this 
possibility, they might try to stop it. They can 
reduce the problem. But if the Iranians are so 
keen on giving money to Hanlas, they will be 
able to. 

Jewish Post & News: There's been talk by 
leaders ofIsrael's Kadima Party of taking unilat
eral action to "disengage" Israel from parts of 
the West Bank and completing the "separation 
barrier" separating West Bank Palestinians and 
Israelis. How effective was Israel's disengage
ment from the Gaza Strip last summer in increas
ing Israeli security? 

Olmert: I believe the disengagement from 
Gaza was very helpful for Israel on a variety of 
levels. . 

First, it improved the Israeli position in the 
international community. The standing of Israel, 
in teffils of world diplomacy has improved great-
ly. . 
S~ondly, it made a lot of sense for many 

Israelis that with the one million Arabs, there 
should not be 8,000 Jews protected by 15,000 
soldiers. And in that sense, it improves Israeli 
se.curity, because it allows a lot of Israeli military 
resources to be diverted to what they should be. -
protecting the 'overall defence of the land. 

Clearly, the terrorism from Gaza has nbt 
stopped completely, but it was reduced after an 
initial surge, following the Israeli disengage
ment.We have to wait and see what will happen 
now, with Hamas in control in Gaza. But that 
remains to be seen. 

But I think that altogether, it has improved the 
Israeli position, and I think the majority of 
Israelis feel this way, and will continue to sup
port a policy which says the following: 

We want to negotiate with a peaceful partner in 
the Palestinian government, but there is not one. 
If there was one, we would negotiate with them 
on the basis of the Road Map for peace, which, 
by the way, explicitly calls for the complete dis
mantling of the terrorist apparatus on the other 
side - even more so, now that Hamas is in con
trol. 

But now, you can't negotiate with Hamas, 
because you don't negotiate your own destruc
tion with terrorists. So in due course, there will 
be decisions taken by the Israeli government to 
ensure there is no status quo which ,is damaging 
to Israeli interests. 

And they will have to decide how to do it, and 
when to do it .... :r'here is no need to rush into any 

action right now. We 
have to wait and see 
what Hamas will do, 
as opposed to what 
they say. And that will 
determine a great 
deal. 

Clearly, any sign of 
renewed terrorism 
will be dealt with 
harshly, effectively 
and swiftly by the 
Israeli military. 
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Olmert: We dop't 
need to db anything if 
they don't do any
thing. If there is no 
terrorism, why should 
we do anything? If 
there is terrorism, it 
will be immediately 
dealt with. 

And the political 
activity, the diplomat
ic activity started 
immediately. The 

government 
issued a statement that 
they will boycott any 
dealings with Hamas, 
and calIon other gov-

~ 

Israeli 

emments to do like-
wise. The reaction 
that . I understand 
comes across from 
other governments in 
the world has been 

very favorable (io Israel), so that's what we have 
to do. 

Jewish Post & News: How likely is Hamas to 
eventually amend its founding charter, calling 
for Israel's destruction? 

Olmert: I don't know. I really advise every 
supporter of Israel...not to indulge in opening 
ways for Hamas out of the problems. They are 
anti-Israel, they want to de~troy us, they don't 
accept our right to exist. It's not for me to tell 
them what to do about it. 

Jewish Post & News: How do th~ Israel 
Defence Forces deal with Kassam rockets beino 

frredinto Israeli towns near the Gaza Strip? And 
how much danger is there of such rockets being 

. frred into central Israel from the West Bank, if 
there is a unilateral Israeli disengagement there? 

Olmert: .: .. With the Kassams in the Gaza 
Strip, we· have minimized the phenomenon. We 
have reduced it a great deal, but haven't elimi
nated it completely. 

Jewish Post & NeVl;'s: How is that being 
~ 

done? 
Olmert: By all kinds of means the military 

have used, including monitoring systems to 
monitor where the Kassam is fired. It takes five 
seconds some times, or minutes, so it's' not so 
simple. And of course, retaliatory measures and 
preventive measures. 

Jewish Post & News: U.S. Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice takes the position that democ
racy is the best antidote, in tenns of bringing 
Arab countries more on side with the West. Yet 
in Iraq and now in the 'Palestinian Authority. 
when there have been democratic elections. the 
populations - especially the Palestinians - have 
elected quite a radical government. 
. So how effective is democracy as a tool for 
making Arab countries more closely aligned 
with the West? 

Olmert: Democracy is a noble course. If we 
have democracy in Canada. the U.S. and Israel. 
why wouldn't we like it in other parts of the 
world? If it's good for us, it should be good for 
everybody ... 

If Palestinian society doesn't have a civic soci
ety bound by values of tolerance, of dialogue. of 
acceptance of the rule of law. that will take time. 

The results (of the January 25 election) were 
very disappointing, and we wish to see some· 
thing better happening in the future. 

I don't think Condoleezza Rice is wrono about 
it, or George Bush. By tlle way, let's ren~ernber. 
Adolph Hitler was elected democratically in 
1933 or '32 ... So the results of elections can 
sometimes be very bad. But we don't, because of 
that, abandon the idea that democracy is the best 
way of running a country. 

Jewish Post & News: How often are you in 
touch with your brother, Ehud, and how would 
you describe him as a person? 

Olmert: We're brothers, we talk. I think he's a 
good man, and he will be a good prime minister. 
The polls show he is, by far, more popular than 
Netanyahu and Peretz to'gether, but that could 
change. 

From my point of view, he's a great guy and I 
hope ~ther people will see him this way. 

JeWIsh Post & News: But havincr !ITown up 
'tl I . b b 

WI 111m, how would you describe him'? 
Olmert: We're four brothers - a very closeknit 

family. 
. Jewi~h Post & News: Is there any prospect 

for Prune Minister Ariel Sharon recovering, 
even on a limited basis? 

Olmert: I'm not a doctor. but as far as I under
stand, tragically enough, his condition is very 
b:~d'. It's vcry sud. We all hope for his somewhat 
I1l1raculous recovery. 
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Rady JCC moving into day care, after school 
. Boards of ICC, Aleph-Bet support transfer 'agreement in principle' 

care 
The Rady Jewish 

Community Centre is 
moving into the day 
care field. 

Officials from the 
Rady JCC and the 
Aleph-Bet Child Life 
Enrichment Program 
announced an agree
ment in principle on the 
matter February 2, in 
an "open letter to the 
community". 

The move will trans
fer "operation and 
management" of 
Aleph-Bet's South End 
branch, already located 

. at the Asper Jewish 
Community Campus, 
to the Rady JCC, the 
letter announced. 

"Aleph-Bet North 

ELEONORA CAPORALINI, Aleph-Bet's 
assistant director, holds some of the chil
dren's artwork. Photo by Susan Goldstein. 

will continue to operate as an independent not
for-profit centre in its current location and with 
its current management team and board struc
ture." 

Gayle Waxman, Rady Centre executive direc-
• tor, said the Rady JCC is "thrilled" about the 
change, planned for next fall. 

The transfer has also received "very strong 
support" from Aleph-Bet parents, and from the 
Rady JCC's and Aleph-Bet's boards, Waxman 
added. 

"The big thing for the community is - the· 
longterm plan is to expand the day care. There's 
a huge demand in the South End for day Gare." 

Waxman said the organization serving North 
American Jewish community centres has a lot of 
experience in the day care field that it shares 
with member JCCs. 

"We'll draw on that experience and have won
derful facilities, so Jewish programming will be 

Note to readers 
When pictures with photo captions, stories and 

other announcements appear in boxes, that indicates 
the material inside the box is paid for. Stories with 
headlines in a typestyle other than the one used for 
standard news stories (samples of standard news 
headlines appear with all stories on page 1) are also 
partly or fully paid for. 

Notice to organizations, publicists 
. The Jewish Post & ~ews now is charging for pub

lIcity about upcoming events running in this new spa- . 
per. 

• Anyone running a display ad at least "business 
card size" (2 columns wide by 2 inches deep) publi
cizing a Jewish organizational upcoming event will 
be entitled to up to the equivalent amount of editor
ial space free every time the~d runs. 

• Announcements of synagogue service times run 
for free, but are subject to editing for length. 

• All publicity about upcoming events submitted 
for publication must include the names and address
es of the individuals authorizing publication, for 
billing purposes. 

• All news releases and announcements published 
in The Jewish Post & News are subject to editing, 
and all references to ticket prices, admission charges 
and phone numbers will be deleted, unless the items 
are authorized to run at the full display advertising 
rate. 

• All news and advertising should be in our office 
by noon, Friday, for the following week's paper. 

• We can't be responsible for the delivery time of 
the paper. You may wish to run your publicity or ad 
at least two weeks in advance of the event. 

strong." 
The Rady JCC's 

existing "babysit
ting service" for 
parents using the 
JCC's facilities will 
remam. 

Waxman said 
Aleph-Bet's South 
End branch, which 
operates in class
rooms rented from 
the Gray Academy 
of Jewish 
Education, has "48 
spaces". 

GAYLE WAXMAN, 
executive director, Rady 
Jewish Community 
Centre: The Rady JCe 
is "thrilled" about mov-. 
ing into the day· care 
and afterschool care 
fields. 

"We hope to expand it from there," she added. 
As for additional space, "we're working with, 

the Asper Campus to identify suitable space." 
Besides day care for pre-schoolers, Aleph-Bet 

provides afterschool care for schoolage chitdren 
to age 12, which the Rady Centre will continue. 

Elana Schultz, co-chair of Aleph-Bet's board, 
said the goal is to "expand the day care over 
time, as staff and space become available." 

The Rady Centre is committed to getting 
enough space to make that "a reality," Schultz 
added. 

Aleph-Bet now rents "one and a half class
rooms" from the Gray Academy of Jewish 
Education, in the academy's "pre-school wing". 

"One classroom is half-time, from 11 :30 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. The other classroom is fullday." 

Schultz added ·that there's a long waiting list 
for the North and South End branches of Aleph
Bet. "At times, we have over 100 families." 

But that's "not really unusual for a day care 
that has a d,!cent reputation." 

Robyn Avery, director of Aleph-Bet's North 
End branch, said Aleph-Bet's board decided to 
keep it independent. 

"The North End Aleph-Bet has been a viable 
operation since 1983, and will continue to flour
ish," Avery said. 

The North End branch has had a long "rela
tionship" with the Rady JCC over the years, as 
well as other Jewish community organizations. It 
will continue to get input from the JCC in areas 
like "programming and training". 

"We're not cutting ourselves off." 
Faye Rosenberg-Cohen, Jewish Federation of 

Winnipeg planning director, said the capital 
campaign for expansion of the Asper Campus is 
continuing. 

She said the Rady JCC plans to access more 
space at the existing campus, but "I don't have a 
timeframe for expansion of campus." 

Jewish Liberal wins third term 
in Winnipeg riding 

By MYRON LOVE 
Against the backdrop 

of polls suggesting she 
might be in trouble, 
Anita Neville, the 
Liberal MP for 
Winnipeg South 
Centre, was easily re
elected to a third tenn 
by a 3,aOO-vote margin 
over Conservative 
challenger Michael 
Richards in the January ANITA NEVILLE'. 
23 federal election. 

Winnipeg South Only Jewish candi-
Centre is the federal date in the province 
'd' 'I h I in the January 23 n mg wit 1 t e urgest I . 

number of Jewish vot- e echon. 
. ers in the city, The 2001 census reported that 
Jewish residents in Crescentwood River . ' 
Heights and Tuxedo - the areas that comprise 
much of Winnipeg South Centre - number about 
7,600, Neville has represented the riding since 
2000. 

In the last Parliament, Neville was parliamen
tary secretary to the minister of heritage and cul
ture, and she was also responsible for the status 
of women. She was the only Jewish MP from 
Manitoba in the last house and was the only 
Jewish candidate running in the province this 
time. 

In Parliament, she has been a strong advocate 
for Israel and Jewish causes. She co-chairs the 
group Liberal Parliamentarians for Israel and 
was involved in the drive to have Israel's Magen 
David Adorn accepted into the International Red 
Cross org~ization. 

In her election· night speech to supporters, 
after it became clear she had won, she thanked 
the many volunteers who worked for her re
election. "It wasn't easy," she said. "And now 
we still have a lot of work to do." 

She expressed her regret that Paul Martin was 
not going to be returning as prime minister. "We 
accomplished much under his leadership," she 
said. 
. "I look forward to continuing working for the 

people of Winnipeg South Centre and promot
ing the values we all cherish. We will continue 
to make a difference" 

In the riding of Kildonan-St. Paul, which 
includes most of north Winnipeg on both sides 
of the Red River, Conservative incumbent Joy 
Smith easily won re-election, defeating her 
Liberal opponent, Terry Duguid, by about 3,000 

. votes. 
Kildonan-St. Paul is the other riding in 

Winnipeg with a sizeable Jewish population. 
Garden City, on the west side of the river, was 
reported to have a Jewish population of 2,535 
according to the last census, with another 1,200 
Jewish residents living west of the river else-
where in the riding, . 

The contest in Kildonan-St. Paul was a 
rematch for the two candidates. In the 2004 
election, Smith, a former member of the 
Manitoba Legislative Assembly, squeaked out 
a 275-vote victory over Duguid, a former city 
(Cont. on page 7. See "Anita Neville".) 
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