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Community Wide 
Tu B'Shevat 

Family Celeb~ation 
n Sunday, February 19, 

from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 

p.m. an exciting and 

interactive program celebrating 

Tu B'Shevat will take place at 

the Rady Jewish Community 

Centre. 

Presented in partnership with 

the Jewish National Fund this 

event will be an opportunity for 

families to celebrate the life and 

nature of the land of Israel. 

Tu B'Shevat - also known as 

the New Year for the Trees signi

fies growth, renewal and continu

ity of life. This is the holiday 

when people reaffilID the strong 

links between the people of Israel 

and the land of Israel. 

This special program which is 

, 

sure to be fun and enjoyable for 

all families will include activities 

such as arts & crafts, games, face 

painting, balloon shapes, music 

and dancing, environmental 

activities and much more. Plus 

there will be refreshments for 

everyone to enjoy. 

Mark your calendar for this fun 

and festive event. Join family and 

friends as we celebrate Tu 

B'Shevat and our connection to 

Israel in this meaningful and sig

nificant community program. 

There is no admission charge 

and everyone is welcome to 

attend. 

For more information, please 

call the Rady Jewish Community 

Centre. 

ROSE AND MAX RADY 
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE 

No Admission Charge 
Everyone is Welcome 

,/ 

u.s. Jewish news, 

$15 million U.S. giftfor Jewish day school 
scores high mar,ks and sets a 'new bar' 

By 
TIGAY 

CHANAN 

NEW YORK 
(JTA) - A recent gift 
of $15 million U.S. to 
a ;community day 
school in Rockville, 
Md., has raised the 
antennae of Jewish 
professionals not just 
because of its size. but 
because of its goals. 

VVhereas previous 
gifts to Jewish day 
schools often were 
directed toward the 
construction of new 

.. "-. 

The Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School in 
Rockville; Md. Credit: Courtesy Charles E. Smith 
Jewish Day School. 

buildings, campuses or even new 
schools, this latest gift to the 
Charles E. Smith Jewish Day 
School, among the country's 
largest community day schools, is 
notable because it is intended to 
cover what professionals call oper
ational costs, or capacity building, 
Jewish educators are 

Arlene Kogod are Charles . E. 
Smith's children. The family has 
had a relationship with the school 
since the late 1970s. 

"The Smith-Kogod families are 
thrilled about the 11ew opportunities 
this gift will provide to support the 
school's mission of excellence," 
said Robert Smith. 

F oeus on issues saying. The gift, in 
other words, is not an 
endowment or part of 
a capital campaign. 
Rather it is meant to 
immediately affect the 
lives of students. 

It is among the 
largest-ever gifts to an 
individual Jewish day 
school. "It sets a new 
bar for investment in 
day schools and for 
reasons to invest," 
said Rabbi Joshua 
Elkin, executive direc
tor of the Project for 
Excellence'in Jewish 
Education. "These 
donors. are very, very 
clear that they believe 
in the school as it is. 
What they're saying is 
that if we want our 
school to really realize 
its fullest potential, to 
have a very positive 
influence on the next 
generation of Jews in 
North America, the 
schools need to have 
the resources to be 
able to grow the excel
lence of their program 
as well as keep their 
institutions accessi
ble," Elkin said. 

The gift - which 
comprises $10 million 
U.S. to enhance the 

. school's educational 
programs and a $5 
million U.S. matching 
endowment for schol
arships - is being 
given by Robert and 
Clarice Smith and 
Robert and Arlene 
Kogod, through the 
Charles E. Smith 
Family Foundation. 
Robert Smith and 
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Non-Jewish pupil in Nt:w 
England says he's a victim 

of anti-Semitism 
By PENNY SCHWARTZ 

WILLIAMSTOWN, Mass. (JTA) ...,. A pic
turesque New England college town is finding it 

, isn't immune to racial intolerance and anti
Semitic slurs. For the past month, local media 
reports have disclosed charges of bullying at Mt. 
Greylock Regional School District in western 
Massachusetts directed against Billy George, a 
12-year-old boy who is a seventh-grader at the 
district's middle school. His parents, Kathi and 
Fred George, say he has been the victim of 11 
assaults since the beginning of the school year, 
some of which include racist and anti-Semitic 
slurs and threats. 

Mt. Greylock, nestled into the snow-covered 
Berkshire mountains, serves students in grades 
seven through 12 from Williamstown, home to 
prestigious Williams College. There were 218 
seventh- and eighth-graders' last school year, 
according to' the state's Department of 
Education, which also reports higher-than-aver
age scores on statewide mandated tests. 

The Georges' story raises vexing questions 
about what constitutes prejudice, anti-Semitism 
and hate crimes - and how to overcome the stig
ma of confronting these issues in a small com
munity. Among the disturbing and ironic twists 
to the Georges' story is the fact that the George' 
family, longtime residents of Williamstown, is 
not Jewish. But Fred George, Billy's father, is a 
third-generation Lebanese American whose 
family has lived in Williamstown for 53 years. 

Fred and Kathi George, who is white, now 
believe Billy was "picked on" because of Billy's 
dark skin color. The Georges have three daugh
ters; the two oldest are adopted, a fact they note 
because they are white-skinned and never expe
rienced any discrimination in the schools. Their 
biological daughter,· a senior at Mt. Greylock 
High School, is also darker-skinned. 

"At fIrst, I didn't even think of the racial com
ments," Kathi George recalls during a recent 
conversation at the family's kitchen table which; 
since November 14, is also serving as Billy's 
classroom, as he is now being home-schooled by 

. his parents and a private tutor . 

u~s. Jewish news 

Jewish·world weighs the impact of 
financial impropriety at theWJC 

By CHANAN 
TIGAY 

NEW YORK 
(JTA), - When a 
top official of the 
World Jewish 
Congress was 

loss of charitable 
funds. 

relieved of finan
cial management 
responsibili ties 
after an investiga
tion found finan
cial ' impropriety, 
some members of RABBI ISRAEL SINGER: 

It is too early to 
know the impact 
of the investiga
tion on the organi
zation, which has 
constituent bodies 
around the world, 
and is best known 
in recent years for 
negotiating 
Holocaust restitu
tion agreements 
around the world , 
most of them by 
Singer himself. 
New York's attor-

the .Jewish . com- Inappropriate spending of 
munity saw it as a over $300,000 U.S., 
wake-up call to Attorney-General's office 
oth~r Jewish says. Credit: Bienertl 
groups. Bundesregierllllg. 

As non-profits grow, they said, 
their leaders ought to stand back, 
and evaluate how their finances 
flow. OtJ:!ers, though, saw the situa
tion at the World Jewish Congre.ss, 
which was found to have lacked 
"appropriate financial controls" 
and to have made "inappropriate 

. disbursements" to top WJC offi
cials, as unique, and unlikely to 
lead to any significant re-evalua
tion of current practices .. 

Either way, . word that Rabbi 
Israel Singer; the most public face 
of the world body, will no longer be 
allowed to take part in the group's 
fund-raising and financial manage
ment, was creating a buzz in the 
halls of U.S. Jewish organizations. 

"I think when any such thing hap- ' 
pens, it's the kind of thing that 
makes you kind of stand l;>ack and 
say, 'This is a wake-up call, how 
are we doing in this regard?" said 
Susan· Shevitz, fonner director of· 
the HomsteinProgram in Jewish 
Communal Service. at Brandeis 
University. "It calls attention to the 
need for really good practice -
responsible, competent practice in 
these arenas." 

"Jewish organizations. need to 
focus much harder than they some
times do on issues of manage
ment," said Jacob Ukeles, president 
of Ukeles Associates, which does 
management consulting and policy 
research for the organized Jewish 
community. 

"If this is a wake-up call, great. 
I'm not sure that people look at it 
that, way, because I think that, at 
some level, each situation is idio
syncratic. This is a 'complex 
melange of personalities and facts. 
I don't know objectively if there 
are lessons to be learned," he said. 

In an agreement reached with the 
New York state's attomey general, 
whose office conducted the investi
gation, ·Singer has also stepped' 
down from his position as chair-, 
man of the group and has agreed to 
repay some $300,000 U.S. in per
sonal expenses he had charged to . 
the WJC. The investigation uncoy.
ered no criminal wrongdoing or 

ney general, Eliot 
Spitzer, launched his investigation 
in 2004 after lsi Leibler, a fonner 
senior vice president of the WJC, 
went public with a 12-page memo 
detailing allegations of financial 
wrongdoing by WJC officials. 

The attomey general's investiga
tion found that in 2003 Singer 
made a series of unusual money 
transfers totaling $1.2 million U.S. 
to European bank accounts in an 
effort to launch an employee pen
sion fund. He did so, the report 
said, without seeking authorization 
from any of WJC's governing bod
ies or keeping a record of the fund 
in the group's files. And while 
Spitzer's report found that these 

. and other questionable financial 
moves at the congress highlighted a 
lackadaisical approach to financial 
controls, the irregularities did not 
compromise the group's core mis-
sion. , 

Spitzer's investigation found that 
the WJC had made inappropriate 
disbursements to soine of its offi-
cials. One executive received com
pensation for a child's school 
tuition and taxes were not paid on 
it. Other officials submitted credit 
card bills that were not properly 
scrutinized. 

In Singer's case, the Attorney 
General's Office said, the inappro
priate disbursements totaled over 
$300,000 U.S. Among other such 

. payments, Spitzer'S office said, 
Singer had charged some personal 
expenses to the WJC on a credit 
card he used principally for 'con
gress business; and had used WJC 
funds for car lease payments and 
insurance for family members. 
Singer has repaid close to $215,000 
U.S. already and was expected to 
return an additional $132,000 U.S. 
last week, the WJC said. 

In addition to Singer, WJC's for- . 
mer executive director, Elan 
Steinberg was barred from playing 
any future role in group's finances. 
Steinberg, who is no longer associ
ated with the group, could not be 

. reached for comment. Sipger was 
traveling in Greece. 
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News analysis 

Global repugnance of Hamas 
breaks'down on details of aid 

By RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - The 

emergmg consensus 111 

Washington, Jerusalem and 
European capitals is to starve any 
Palestinian Authority run by 
Hamas. The emerging dispute is 
over what "starve" means. 

"The Hamas party has made it 
clear that they do not support the 
right of Israel to exist, and I have 
made it clear so long as that's their 
policy, that we will not support a 
Palestinian government made up of 
Hamas," President Bush said 
before a cabinet meeting January 
30. Earlier, in an 'interview on 
CBS's "Face the Nation," he was 
explicit: "Aid packages won't go 
forward." 

It sounds unequivocal, but a num
ber of arguments have already 
erupted over how hard to squeeze 
the Palestinians for electing a terror
ist group to a landslide victory. One 
is whether to utterly 
cut off the 

Israeli prime mini~t~r, in a conver
sation with Kofi Annan, the UN 

. secretary-general. 
The United States has its work cut 

out for it trying to keep the intel1l<l
tional community in line, said 
Dennis Ross, the top Middle East 
envoy in the Clinton administration. 
"The international community can
not relax its basic posture," Ross 
said January 30 at a forum of the 
Washington Institute for Near East 
Policy, a think tank. "The adminis
tration will have to conduct ,ill ongo
ing diplomacy that is intensive." 

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
has already said aid should be unaf
fected by the election of Hamas. 
Rice said humanitarian assistance 
would continue. "The Quartet here 
today has been quite clear that we 
have deep concern for the 
Palestinian people and for their 
well-being; that we're mindful of 
their needs," she said. 

Behind the headlines· 
Palestinians, or to 
maintain life support 
through emergency 
humanitarian assis
tance. Another is how 
soon to end assistance. 
And finally, there's the 
question' of whether 
moneys that Israel 
owes the Palestinii:lIls 
have the same status as 
assist'lIlce. 

U.S. aid to the Palestinians: 

In London, 

How much and who gets it? 
By RON KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - "VVe're obviously 
not going to give aid to a terrorist organization," 
U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice says. 
"I will work with my colleagues to undertake all 
necessary steps to prevent U.S. foreign aid from 
being· diverted to Hamas," Rep. Ileana Ros
Lehtinen (R-Fla.), a leading congresswoman, 
adds. 

Now that the Palestinians have elected Hamas 

~ ... 

CQndoleezz<l Rice, the 
U.S. secretary of state, 
extracted a pledge 
January 30 from the 
other members of the 
"Quartet" guiding the 
Middle East peace 
process - the United 
States, the European 
Union, the United 
Nations and Russia -
to link assistance to a 
set of conditions. "The 
Quartet concluded that 
it was inevitable that 
future assistance to 
any new government 
would be reviewed by 
donors against that 
govemment's commit- . 
ment to the principles 
of honviolence, recog
nition of Israel, and 
acceptance of previous 
agreements and oblig
ations," the statement 
said. 

in a landslide, it seems like compelling arith
metic:' U.S. assistance to the Palestinian 
Authority equals U.S. support for terrorism. 
That logic explains the pledges in recent days 
from the administration and Congress to cut ofT 
aid to the Palestinian Authority .. 

. In fact, a closer look at how U.S. money has 
reached the Palestinians sinc:e 1993 suggests the 
fonnula is more like algebra. U.S. assistance is 
subjected to several stringent layers of over
sight, an~ none of it goes .directly to the 
Palestinian Authority. In addition, there are 
already strict laws in place banning funding for , 
Hamas, which is listed by the United States as a' 
terrorist group. However, much of the aid sub
stitutes for assistance Palestinian officials might 
otherwise be expected to spend on their con-

That matched the 
conditions for Israeli 
cooperation with a 
Hamas-run 
Palestinian Authority 
outlined two week
ends ago by Ehud' 
Olmert, the acting 

stituents. . 
"If the international community wil!stop only 

. direct budgets and not indirect funds, Hamas 
will find a way" to fill the gaps and continue 
filllding its militia, said Israeli Brig. Gen. 
Michael Herzog, currently in Washington as a 
fellow at the VVashington Institute of Near East 
Policy. Herzog suggested Hamas would tum to 
Iran to keep its militia funded. ' 

That indirect, "in kind" assistance is what 
State Department bureaucrats now considering 
the disbursement of aid to the Palestinians are 
weighing. The deliberations come as the legisla
ture dominated by Hamas, which calls for 
Israel's destruction, negotiates a government 
with Mahmoud Abbas, the Palestinian president 
favored as a relative moderate by Israel and the 
United States . 

.... 


