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Israeli news 

Visiting German"leaderpledges solidarity with the Jewish- state 
By DAN BARON 

JERUSALEM (JTA) -It was cast as a cour
tesy visit to bolster a decades-old alliance built 
from the ashes of the Holocaust, but German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel came to Israel with a, 
real mission in mind. 

A native of East 
Germany who saw 
firsthand the ravages 
of totalitarianism, 
Merkel made clear 
even before getting 
elected last November 
that supporting Israel 

With Israelis facing ever-greater threats in the 
form of Hamas and Iran, the new Germ~1I1 leader 
used her first trip here to make clear that she 
took seriously Germany's post-Holocaust 
responsibilities toward the Jewish state. "The 
existence of the State of Israel is and remains an 
inviolable pillar of German policy, you can be 
sure of that," the chancellor said January 30 after 
laying a wreath at Yad Vashem. "We stand 
strongly at Israel's side, especially during diffi
cult times." 

, and fighting anti
Semitism would be 
central to her foreign 
policy. 

The fact that she 
visited Israel so soon 
- compared to the last 
five years in which 
her predecessor, 

Happy families are not born ... 
They are made one day at a time 

J ewish Child and Family 
Service in cooperation with 
the Gray Academy of 

Jewish Education mvite Jewish 
parents of children S to 12 years 
old to participate in a workshop 
series: Active Parenting Now -
for Jewish Families. The work
shop will show you effective 
ways to use proactive discipline 
techniques that work: improve 
communication with your chil
dren, teach important values, 
cope with difficult topics such as 
drugs, violence and sex, defuse 
power struggles with your chil~ 
dren, and stimulate independence 
as your child matures. The pro
gram will offer unique cultural 
perspectives on the topics of par
enting and raising children. 

During this six session a series, 
you will learn a proven approach 
to effective parenting that will 
lead to more harmony and happi
ness for you and your children. 
This simulating program uses 

JEWISH CHILD AND FAMIl.Y SERVICE 

'rij,/Jtm~ 50 ,,/!aU ill " lta8itil11f 06.", 

videos, activities and discussion 
to demonstrate ways, to raise 
responsible, cooperative chil
dren. You will leave each session 
energized and motivated to make 
changes in your family'S' daily 
routine that will lead to greater 
happiness in your home. 

The sessions will be co-facili
tated by JCFS counsellor Shelley 
Levit, MSW and Mara Barsky, 
guidance counselor at the Gray 
Academy of Jewish Education. 

The workshop series will begin 
on Tuesday, February 28th and 
continue until April 4. Each ses: 
sion is fro!11 7:00 p.m. to 9:00' 

, p.m. 
Couples are strongly encour

aged to attend the sessions 
together. Registration costs and 
contact information is included in 
the advertisement. 

THIS SERIES IS OPEN TO 
ALL JEWISH FAMILIES WHO 
HAVE CHILDREN 5 TO 12 
YEARS OLD 

Gray Academy 
(H II'WISH FIHJt:"TiON 

ACTIVE PARENTING NOW: FOR JEWISH FAMILIES 

A six-session workshop series for parents 
with children 5 to 12 years old 

This stimulating program will help parents improve 
communication, instill important Jewish values, deal with difficuH 

issues and foster independence In raising responsible children. 

TUESDAYS, FEBRUARY 28 TO APRIL 4 

7:00 to 9:00 pm 
$60.00 per couple or$30.00 for single parents 

Subsidies available upon request 
Workshop leaders: Shelley Levit and Mara Barsky 

To register call 477-7430 . 

being' a 
leader" , 

weak 
Yediot 

Achronot quoted 
Merkel as saying 

. of Abbas in one 
closed-door dis
CUSSIOn. 

The terror issue 
looms large after 
Hamas' victory in 
the Palestinian 
elections two 
weeks, ago. 

, Merkel has 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel lays a wreath 
in Yad Vashem's Hall of Rem~mbrance" com
memorating the six million Jews killed in the 
Holocaust, in Jerusalem on January 30, 2006. 
Merkel was on her first official visit to Israel. 

matched President 
Bush in calling for 
the international 
community to iso
late the a govern
ment led by the 
radical Islamic 

Credit: Brian HendlerlJTA. 

Gerhard Schroeder, 
made no such effort -
was welcomed in 
Jerusalem. Aides to 
Acting Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert 
said he and Merkel hit 
it off, especially'since 
the German chancel
lor appeared to agree 
with Israel's r~cor 
over the inaction of 
Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud 
Abbas against terror. 
"He has fallen in love 
with his image of 

group until it reforms. "Such a Palestinian 
Authority ~annot be directly, supported by 
money from the E.U.," Merkel said ahead of a: 
meeting with Abbas in which she was expected 
to request that he use his influence to get Hamas 
to renounce violence and recognize Israel. 

Merkel made a point. of not meeting with 
Hamas representatives during her two-day visit. 
Perhaps not coincidentally, the Islamic group 
issued an urgent appeal to foreign donors not to 
cut aid to the Palestinian Authority. "We urge 
you to understand the Palestinian reality, and not 
to rush in 'and impose conditions and demands 
that ignore this reality and , increase the suffering 
of the people," Ismail Haniyeh, head of the 
Hamas parliamentary faction, said in the Gaza 
S~p. 

ltilsrael, the more thzngs change 
the more they seem to staY,the same, 
By JTA Staff wounded. Also Sunday, two sus-

NEW YORK (JTA) After pected bomb-makers and Islamic 
Hamas won the recent Palestinian Jihad members were killed by an 
elections, speculation focused on Israeli airs trike in the Gaza Strip. 
how that victory would change the Despite the violence, Israel said it 
Israeli-Palestinian dynamic. But would release tax revenues to the 
events this week suggested that Palestinians that were frozen after 
some things, such as the ongoing Hamas recently won Palestinian 
violence, may stay the same. elections. Israel made the 

On Monday, an Israeli airstrike announcement Sunday regarding 
killed two suspected Palestinian the $S5 million in monthly customs 
terrorists in the Gaza Strip. Three duties it collects for the Palestinian 
members of the AI-Aksa Brigade, a Authority. But Israel's acting prime 
terrorist group, were wounded in minister, Ehud Olmert, said Israel 
the strike. The attack targeted a yel- is unlikely to transfer future tax 
low minibus traveling in an area revenues to a Hamas-Ied' govern-
used for firing rockets into Israel, ment. 
the Jerusalem Post reported. In other news, Olmert said a 

On Sunday, a Palestinian man probe into violence at a settler 
killed an Israeli woman during a protest last week is unnecessary. 
stabbing rampage in the city of Speaking at Sunday's Cabinet 
Petach Tikva: Four others were meeting, Olmert said accusations 
wounded in the incident aboard a of excessive force by the police 
minibus, which police are calling a during the February 1 evacuation 
terrorist attack. The assailant was ,of the West Batik outpost of Amona 
overpowered by a crowd before should not be investigated because 
police arrived to arrest him. The he· doesn't want to ·politicize the' 
woman killed was identified as event. "The police and the army 
Kinneret Ben-Shalom. should not be part of political con-

Nor was that the only violence siderations," Olmert said. "You 
over the weekend. Earlier Sunday, can't use the security forces to oust 
Israel killed three suspected mem- a government," he said .. 
bers of the AI-Aksa Brigade in a More than 200 people, including 
Gaza airs trike. Israel said the strike three Knesset members, were 
came in retaliation for a Palestinian injured in the violence. As of 
rocket attack last Friday in- south- Saturday, 10 were still being treat-
em Israel that left three Israelis· ed in hospitals. 
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" _. Backgrounder 

Who s who In Hamas? A look a.t the Palestinian group's leaders 
By GIL SEDAN 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - Ever 
since the targeted killing of 
Hamas leader Sheik Ahmed 
Yassin in March 2004, the big 
boss of Hamas is Khaled Meshaal , 
head of the Hamas political 
bureau, in exile in Damascus. 

agents 
involved 
III the 
attempt on 
Meshaal. 
Two years 
later, in 
November 
1 9 9 9 , 
Meshaal 
was 
deported 

* Meshaal, SO, was born in the 
West Bank village of Silwad near 
Ramallah. Following the Six' Day 
War in 1967 he emigrated to 
Kuwait, where he studied and 
taught physics at the University of 
Kuwait. He moved to Jordan in 
1990, where he served as head of 
Hamas in that country. In 1996 he 
was appointed head of Hamas' 

DR. ISMAIL 
HANIYEH: Most 
likely candidate to 
head the P.A. gov
ernment under 
Hamas. 

DR.' MAHMOUD fro m 
A L - Z A H A R: Jordan to 
Second in rank. S y ria. 

Although 
Meshaal was instrumental a year ago 

political wing. Meshaal was the target of an 
abortive assassination attempt that was one of 
the Mossad's biggest publicized fiascos. 

On September 2S, 1997, Mossad agents in 
Jordan accosted Mashal on the street and man
aged to inject him with a toxic substance, but 
Jordanian authorities discovered the assassina
tion attempt in time, arrested the agents, pres
sured Israel into turning over the antidote and 
saved Meshaal's life. 

in reaching Hamas' "rahdia," or 
calming-down agreement, with Palestinian 
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, he is 
known for his tough, uncompromising stand 
toward Israel. 

Local Hamas leaders tried to assume a rela
tively pragmatic guise during the recent election 
campaign, but Meshaal declared last month in 
Damascus that "we will not enter a new truce , 

But there was more: As a quid pro quo, Jordan 
forced Israel to release Yassin" Hamas' founder 
and spiritual leader, in exchange for the Mossad 

and our people are preparing for a new round of 
conflict." He made similar statements after 
Hamas' victory in the Palestinians' January 25 
parliamentary elections, but did come up with a 
proposal that some saw as a reasonable solution 

Settlers protest evacuation 
(Coot. from page 1.) 'head of the Yesha council of 

Both sides are convinced' settlers. The settlers, he argues, 
they got their messages across. are servants of the majority, as 
For the young settler radicals, , reflected by the elected gov
the evacuation of the Gaza and ernment. It CaJl expand or curb 
northern West Bank settle- ,settlement as it sees fit, and the 
ments was a traumatic experi- settlers should go along with 
ence. For many it caused a whatever decisions it takes. 
major shift in their attitudes to His goal is to avert future con-
the State of Israel. From ardent ,frontation by getting the gov-
Zionists, they became bitter ernment to adopt a plan for 
critics, arguing that settlement new borders that most settlers 
is a central Zionist tenet, a step will be able to support. To this 
toward the coming of the end, he has joined Kadima, and 
Messiah, and, therefore, any put his plan for settlement relo-
state that gives up settlements cation on the table. 
undermines hope for redemp- Schneller defines four types 
tion. of settlement: those inside the 

"A growing proportion of the separation fence, those close to 
National Religious public is it, those with strategic or his-
becoming post-Zionist," toric value and those rar from 
Avihai Boaron, a young lawyer the fence with neither. The first 
who headed the Amana cam- three categories would be 
paign against the homes' retained by Israel, the fourth 
demolition, told JTA. "The relocated inside the fence or in 
State of Israel is no longer seen Israel proper to make way for a 
as the beginning of redemp- contiguous Palestinian state 
tion. On the contrary, it is seen alongside Israel. 
to be impeding the natural Schneller said he showed his 
development of the Jewish plan to Sharon the day he suf-
people. Not very wisely, Israel fered his major brain hemor-
is turning good citizens from rhage, and to Olmert a few 
lovers of the country into, dare days later. He claims both were 
I say it, enemies of the state." impressed and that he has rea-

For the moderates, the lesson son to believe the plan will be 
learned from the Gaza with- adopted as official Israeli poli-
drawal is very different. For cy. The key, though, is how 
them, the state remains much settler support he gets. 
supreme, and the challenge is Many young radicals are 
to prevent a schism between already branding him a traitor. 
the rest of !he people and the But Schneller claims most 
settlers. ' settlers are behind him. "It's 

Leading. the moderate camp hard to believe. I.thought there 
is Otniel Schneller, a former would be an intifada against 

me. But it's just the opposite. 
People have not stopped phon
irig me. They want to help, to ' 
take things forward, to see 
where it leads," he told JTA. 

The current settler council is 
vacillating. Its leaders maintain 
close ties with radicals, while 
exploring compromise propos
als of their own with the gov
ernment. A day after doing vir
tually nothing to curb settler 
violence on Amona, council 
leaders Benzi LiebemlaJ1 and 
Zcev Hever met with Foreign 
and Justice Minister TziPi 
Livni to discuss their proposed 
map of settlement. 

The feelers came as all the 
main political parties are trying 
to use government-settler ten
sions in the wake of the Amona 
clash to score political points. 

Olmert's retort to critics on 
both sides of the political spec
trum is the same: He was sim
ply doing what had to be done 
- carrying out a Supreme 
Court order to demolish the 
illegal homes. The public 
seems confused. On the one 

,hand, 50 per cent think that 
Olmert wanted a bloody fight; 
on the other, 57 per cent blame 
the settlers for the level of vio
lence. 

More importantly, the 
Amona fracas seems to be hav
ing no perceptible effect on the 
nation's voting patterns. In 
weekend polls after the vio
lence, Kadima still had more 
than 40 of the 120 Knesset 
seats, with Labor at some
where 16 and 21 and-the Likud 
at between 13 and 17. 

for the present stalemate in the Palestinian bal
ance of power. 

Meshaal suggested forming a Palestinian aJmy 
that would unify all militias, theoretically ending 
the present state of anarchy and defusing 
demands on Hamas to disarm and renounce vio
lence. He also said Hamas would abide by the 
P.A. 's current agreements with Israel "as long as 
it is in the interest of our people." 

* The most senior Hamas personality inside 
the territories is Dr. Ismail Haniyeh, the most 
likely candidate to head the first P.A. govern
ment under Hamas. Haniyeh is considered more 
pragmatic Ihan Meshaal; like Meshaal, he too 
escaped an Israeli attempt on his life. Along with 
Dr. Mahmoud al-Zahar, Haniyeh led Hamas in 
the territories after Yassin's death. He is among 
those who pushed Hamas to participate in the 
elections, and headed the party in both municipal 
and parliamentary elections. 
. Israel placed Haniyeh on the targeted-killing 

!Jst following a suicide bombing on a Jerusalem 
bus in August 2003. Two months later, the Israeli 
air force bombed a house in Gaza while 
Haniyeh, Yassin and leading Hamas bombmaker 
Mohammad Deif were there. None of the three 
was hurt, however. Haniyeh has spoken again 
and again in favor of violence against Israel. 
Last year, he called Hamas' success in municipal 
elections proof that a majority of Palestinians 
endorse jihad, or holy war, against Israel. 

Commentators found marginally positive ele
ments in a recent hardline interview 

Haniyeh gave to Israeli television, in which he 
talked about "resistance 39cording to the inter
ests of our people" - which some took to mean 
that violence could be suspended, under certain 
circumstances·- and the wish "to work in coop
eration and coordination with all the Palestinian 
people," indicating Hamas' desire to fom1 a 
national unity government with Fatah. 

Haniyeh, 44, was born in the Shati refugee 
, camp in Gaza. He began studying Arabic litera
ture at the Islamic University in Gaza in 1987. 
shortly before the outbreak of the first intifada. 
He served three years in jail short I y after Hamas' 
founding the next year. He was among 400 
Hamas activists deported to Lebanon in 1992, 
who eventually were allowed to return. P.A. 
security forces arrested HaJ1iyeh in December 
2001, but released him a short time later. 
Haniyeh returned to Gaza and was appointed 
dean of the Islamic University. In 1997, after 
Yassin was released from jail, Haniyeh was 
appointed chief of his office, a position he kept' 
until Yassin's death in 2004. 

* Second in rank in the territories is Dr. 
Mahmoud al-Zahar, Yassin's personal physician 
and close friend. He helped Yassin found Hamas 
shortly after the outbreak of the first intifada in 
1987. AI-Zahar, 61, was born in Gaza to a 
Palestinian father and aJ1 Egyptian mother. He 
studied medicine at Cairo's Ain Shams 
University, specializing in general surgery. It 
was in Cairo that he was influenced by Egypt's 
oldest and largest Islamist organization, the 
Muslim Brotherhood, whose ideology nourished 
Hamas. 

AI-Zahar also was among the 400 Islamic 
activists deported by Israel to Lebanon in 1992. 
Back in Gaza, al-Zahar soon clashed with 
Palestinian authorities. He was arrested several 
time~ by P.A. security forces and at one stage 
spent seven months in a Palestinian jail. On 
September 10, 2003, only three days after a 
failed attempt to kill Yassin, Israel bombed al
Zahar's home in Gaza, destroying it completely. 


