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C]PACclaims success after federal election 
By PAUL LUNGEN 'CJPAC is, an independent 

TORONTO - When CJPAC, organization with a 12~person 
the Canadian Jewish Political board whose activities are fund-
Affairs Committee, was created ed by non-tax-deductible, dona-
weeks before the federal elec- tions. An earlier entity, CIJA-
tion was called, its advocates PAC, the Canadian Council for 
said it could be judged by Israel and Jewish Advocacy 
whether it could mobilize mem- (CIJA) Public Affairs 
bers of the Jewish community Committee, was a DIA-support~ 
to become actively involved in ed group that was also headed 
the coming campaign. by Cooper and is now defunct. 

With the national vote He acknowledged that 
January 23 now in the books, CJPAC and CIJA-PAC, which 
CJPAC executive director Josh was partly funded by charitable 
Cooper said the new organiza- dollars, share "an overlap in 
tion met its objectives. ' . membership, but it is not 

CJPAC'ssuccess, he said, JOSH COOPER, CJPAC entirely similar." 
can be measured by the extent executive director: The new He added that their mandates 
to which politically motivated organization met its objec- were also similar, "as they were 
Jews joined campaigns, hosted tives. ,both deyeloped to encourage 
coffee parties for candidates, participation in the political 
displayed lawn signs, canvassed by phone and process. However, because CllA-PAC was par-
door to door, as well as voted,. tially funded by charitable dollars, it could only 

Furthermore, Cooper added, CJPAC proved encourage participation in the political process. At 
itself an effective resource for many candidates, CJPAC, we placed people directly in the political 
who called and requested information about process, especially during the recent election." 
issues of interest to the Jewish community, such CJPAC currently has more than 3,000 mem-
as a definition of the term "occupied territories," bers, with major Jewish population centres rep-
or whether Israel's security barrier was properly resented. 
termed a fence or a wall. "CJPAC does not donate money to candidates, 

At the heart of CJPAC's agenda for the recent political parties or leadership campaigns," 
campaign was to get Jews involved in politics Cooper said. "CJPAC does not rate or endorse 
for the parties of their choice. The organization candidates for political office." 
did not favour one party over anothet, nor did it At the heart of CJPAC's strategy is the belief 
ins~ct its mem.bers to work for any particular that by helping Jews to become politically 
candIdate or agamst another, Cooper said. active, they can have influence on issues of con-

Canada reviews aid after Hamas win 
By RON CSILLAG 

TORONTO - Canada is re
examining its development aid to 
the Palestinian Authority after the 
shocking landslide win by Hamas 
in last month's Palestinian parlia
mentary elections. 

Observers say Canada, like other 
western democracies, is realizing 

The World Bank chairs the com
mittee of donors for the West Bank 
and Gaza, which disburses about 
$1 billion (U.S.) a year' to the 
Palestinian Authority. 

Despite the aid, the PA is said to 
be bankrupt. 

cern to the Jewish 
community. 

The first step was to 
get CJPAC members 
working on cam
paigns. In the long 
term, it means planti-
ng seeds among 
Canada's political 

~ that it cannot morally or legally 
fund an organization that it consid
ers to be an outlawed terrorist 
group. 

The 25-member EU, which is the 
largest single donor to the 
Palestinian Authority, last year con
tributed 500 million Euros ($606 
million U,S.). The Europeans 
recently suspended some of that aid 
to protest the PA's financial mis
management and corruption. 

class that will one day 
bear fruit through a 
more sympathetic 
attitude to Israel and 
an appreciation of 
other issues, such as 
community security, 
terrorism and anti
Semitism. 

This month's announcement by 
the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA) - the 
federal agency that plans and 
implements most of Canada's aid 
funding- that it was reviewing its 
aid to the PA came as Paul 
Wolfowitz, president of the World 
Bank, said the bank should contin
ue delivering aid to the West Bank 
and Gaza despite Hamas' victory. 

At the same time, European 
Union bureaucrats and foreign 
,ministers reportedly held a flurry of 
meetings and consultations aimed 
at ,recrafting their aid package to 
the Palestinian Authority.' 

Wolfowitz told the Financial 
Times that the World Bank was 
operating in Palestinian areas at the 
request of the so-called Mideast 

, .">.' 

,Quartet of the United Nations, 
,United States, Russia and the 
European Union. 

"What we do now depends on 
what the quartet asks us to do," he 
said. "I hope they will ask us to: 
stay." 

The PA receives more than $200 
million annually from the United 
States. Following the win by 
Hamas, U.S. Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice was quoted as 
saying, "We're obviously not going 
to give aid to a terrorist organiza
tion. " 

CIDA said it is reviewing its 
annual assistance package to the 
PA of $25 million (Cdn) and an 
additional $37 ~illion pledged last 
year by former Prime Minister Paul 
Martin. 

The agency issued the following 
written statement to The CJN: "In 
light of the Palestinian election 
result, Canadian assistance pro
grams in the West Bank and Gaza 
are currently being reviewed. We, 
cannot provide any further infor-
mation at this time." . 
-' With files from CJN wire ser

vices. 
Reprinted with permlSSLOn, 

Canadian Jewish News. 

Nelson Wiseman, a 
professor of political 
science at the 
University of Toronto, 
said he has not heard 
of CJPAC but 
believes its approach 
"is perfectly kosher." 

"It's part of a 
healthy civil society," 
he said. 

Jews, he continued, 
"are more politically , 
involved than the 
Canadian average," in 
part due to the higher 
education level of 
Jews as well as due to 
an ancient prophetic 
tradition that has led 
to social conscious
ness. 

Reprinted with per
mission, Canadian 
Jewish News. 

Hillel seeks name change 
for 'Israel Apartheid Week' , 

By SHERI SHEFA 
TORONTO - As the . Arab Students' 

Collective was pusy making arrangements to 
hold its second Israel Apartheid Week at the 
University of Toronto, Hillel was in close talks 
with the school to have the name of the event 
changed. 

"It's the name that we take issue with. That's 
what we find offensive," said Tilly Shames, 
Israel affairs director for Hillel of Greater 
Toronto. 

Last year, part of the controversy surrounding 
Israel Apartheid Week, a week-long' series of 
anti-Israel lectures and events, was that it was 
scheduled to coincide with Hillel's annual 
IsraeiFEST. The move was seen as a deliberate 
attempt to divert attention from the Hillel event, 
which aimed to promote Israeli arts and culture. 

Other Jewish groups, such as B 'nai Brith 
Canada, were urging U of T to cancel Israel 
Apartheid Week on the grounds it would create' 
a dangerous environment for Jewish students, 
but Hillel decided against that approach' and 
acknowledged the right of other groups to hold 
campus events. 

This year, Hillel once again didn't try to have 
the February 13-17 event cancelled, but it asked 
U of T'soffice of student affairs to change its 
name to omit the word "apartheid." 

"Hillel of Greater Toronto has worked very 
closely with the university to have the name 
changed, and we are in constant communica
tion," Shames said. 

"We have let our feelings be known that the 
name of the event won't create a positive atmos
phere on campus," said Hagai Kuperman, presi
dent of Hillel at U of T. 

But he added that only the university has the 
power to decide if the name should be changed. 

A decision had not been made at The CJN's 
deadline. Calls and e-mails to U of T's office of 
student affairs were not returned. 

"Extremist programming is not where the stu
dents are today," Shames said. "It's unfortunate 
because it taints the university experience whe~ 
students are exposed to extremism." 

While Hillel has focused its energy on having 
the name chaI:1ged, Shames said she is also con
cerned by material the Arab Students' Collective 
may present. 

Last year, there, were many complaints from 
Jewish students when a mock refugee camp was 
constru~ted on campus and posters were put up 
pr?:notmg . the Al Aqsa Martyrs' Brigade, the 
mlhtary wmg of the Fatah movement that is 
responsible for suicide bombings in Israel she 
said. ' ' 

Avi Benlolo"Canadian director of Friends of 
Simon Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust Studies 
al~o believ~s that ~ssociating the word apartheid 
WIth IsraelIS a major concern to Jewish staff and 
students on campus. ' 

"While the name of the event is one of the 
greater issues, we are also concerned about the 
advertis~g tt:0ug~out the campus. Seeing the 
name wIll regIster ill the minds of students that 
Israel is an apartheid state, and that is an issue," 
Benlolo said. 

He said the university needs to re-evaluate 
what it fmds permissible. ' 

:'1 d~ not think the event is productive. I don't, 
think It fosters peace. It isn't accurate and mis- ' 
i~ormation being applied is a complete fabrica
tIon of what Israel really is - a ftrst-world 
democracy." . , 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish 
News. 
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Rice talks.tough on Iran in special Jewish meeting 
By RON KAMPEAS sion of Iraq, despI'te f' I 
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HINGTON international opposi- h 
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'A) C d I way to say t e United States is considering its 
ft -, on 0 eezza tion. Comparing the actions with due deliberation. 
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, .' Focus on issues 
Jewish groups see setback as Air Force issues religious guidelines 
By MATTHEW E. BERGER 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - The Jewish commu
nity's efforts to reform the Air Force Academy's 
positions on religious tolerance and- proselytiz
ing were overmatched by the evangelical com~ 
munity, which fought any move to restrict reli
gious discussion on campus, Jewish leaders are 
acknowledging. 

The U.S, Air Force on February 9 introduced 
revised guidelines on religious tolerance and 
practices at the academy, which has been 
accused of fostering a Christian environment on 
campus and allowing proselytizing by senior 
officers and cadets. Some see the new guidelines 
as more permissive of religious discussion than 
were interim guidelines issued last August. 

Air Force officials admit that the guidelines 
were revised followiflg an angry response from 
Christian groups and from 72 members of 
Congress who sent a letter to President Bush last 
month. "We didn't like what c,ame out in August, 
but this is a public retreat from where they were 
before," said Mikey Weinstein, an Air Force 
Academy graduate who is suing the school for 
allegedly violating the constitutional separation 
of church and state. 

Others, however, say the new guidelines do 
contribute toward ridding the military of reli
gious iD-tolerance. Jewish leaders said more 
efforts are needed to counterbalance the evan
gelical Christian community. "We have not gal
vanized Congress, but we will have to," said 
Abraham Foxman, national director of the Anti
Defamation League. 

The Air Force Academy has been under scruti
ny since reports surfaced of an overtly Christian 
environment that permitted Christian prayer and 
proselytizing by senior officers, and did not 
accommodate minority religious practices. The 
new rules allow for public prayer, stating only 
that it "should not imply government endorse
ment of religion and should not usually be part 
of routine official business." The previous 
guidelines outlawed public prayer in official set
tings but allowed for a "brief non-sectarian 
prayer" at special ceremonies or events. 

The new guidelines also focus on reaffirming 
senior officers' rights to free exercise of religion, 

while warning that superiors need to be "sensi
tive to the potential that personal expressions 
may appear to be official, or have undue influ
ence on their subordinates." "There is enough 
leeway in these guidelines to permit proselytiz
ing," Foxman said. 

Last August's guidelines went further toward 
highlighting the need for sensitivity from senior 
officers. "The more senior the individual, the 
more likely that personal expressions may be 
perceived to be' official statements," the former 
guidelines read. The new guidelines do note that 
chaplains are not required to participate in reli
gious activities that are inconsistent with their 
faith: 
'Maj. Gen, Charles Baldwin, the Air Force's 

chief of chaplains, told the Washington Post that 
the new guidelines came about as a result of crit
icism from evangelicals. Several organizations 
flooded administration officials with complaints, 
calling the August report a violation of freedoms 
of speech and religion. More thatl 70 lawmakers 
petitioned President Bush to sign an executive 
order guaranteeing the right to pray "in Jesus' 
name." 

A spokeswoman for the Air Force told JTA the 
guidelines had been augmented after feedback, 
especially where the "original language had 
been misunderstood," "After a reasonable 
amount of time, the secretary will likely deem 
this set of guidance as the final version, but the 
Air Force will need experience with how the 
guidelines work in practice before deciding on 
the finalization date," Jennifer Stephens wrote in 
response to JTA's questions. 

The Jewish community's view on the new 
guidelines is not unanimous. Rabbi Arnold 
Resnicoff, special adviser on values and vision 
to the secretary and the chief of staff of the Air 
Force, was a member of a team of a handful of 
people who authored the guidelines both in 
August and February. He declined to comment' 
on the new guidelines. The American Jewish 
Committee, American Jewish Congress and 
Religious Action Center for Reform Judaism 
issued a joint press release February 9 com
mending the Air Force's effort to address prob
lems of religious accommodation, 

Jewish organizational leaders were in Israel last 
week on a mission of the Conference of 
Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations. 

The meeting between Rice and the Jewish 
leaders had been in the works since January 
because of concerns ahead, of that month's 
Palestinian ,legislativeelectiol1s, according to 
administration sources. The invitations were sent 
out two weeks ago, after the terrorist group 
Hamas won a surprise landslide majority in the 
elections. 

Rice took time out of a busy day testifying 
before the U.S. Congress about her department's 
budget requests. The Bush administration wants 
$85 million U.S. to assist opponents to the 
Islamists now ruling Iran. In her testimony to the 
Senate, she referred to Iran's decision to enrich 
uranium, but maintained the administration's 
standard line - softer, more ambiguous and 
stressing diplomacy without mentioning force. 

"The more Iran does the kinds of things that it did 
today in starting enrichment atld reprocessing atld 
therefore defying the intemational community, the 
morc, I think, you will see people come together 
around a set of consequences for Iran's behavior," 
she told senators. 

"We are in velY intense discussions with our col-
, leagues about what that menu might look like, 
about how that menu might play out over time. I 
don't want to get ahead of the diplomacy but we 
are in those discussions." 

Speaking with the Jewish leaders, Rice reiter
ated that the U.S. government would not deal 
with a Hamas government until it renounces vio
lence and recognizes Israel's right to exist. 

She said U.S. assistance would continue 
through February 18, when Hamas is slated to 
officially assume its majority in parliament but 
"the clock would start ticking" once Hamas 
establishes a government. That could take 
weeks, 

Rice also said U.S.-Palestinian security coop
eration posed a conundrum: on the one hand, the 
Bush administration wanted no ties at all with a 
Hamas-Ied government; on the other, pulling out 
from a program that provides training and non
lethal equipment to Palestinian security forces 
now would undermine the security gains 
achieved so far. Israeli officials have said securi
ty improvements under the previous' Fatah-Ied 
government have helped stem terrorist attacks. 

.' 


