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Pre-trial strategies suggest unwanted 'Ride 'em j;:;bOY': Kinky 
exposure of A/PAC's lobbying practices Friedman takes aim·at 

By RON KAMPEAS 
and MATTHEW E. 
BERGER 

WASHINGTON 
(JTA) - Federal inves
tigators are asking 
questions about ties 
between lay leaders of 
the American Israel 
Public Affairs 
Committee and two 
former staffers 
charged in a classi
fied-information case. 

The renewed inves
tigation comes as Viet 
Dinh, a former assis
tant U.S. attorney gen
eral and principal 

Paul McNulty, the U.S. Attorney for eastern 
Virginia, announces indictments against two 
former AIPAC officials at his office in 
Alexandria, Va., August 4, 2005. Credit: Avi 
Mayer/JTA. 

reveal them to the gen- governor's job in Texas. 
eral Washington com- By RUTH 
munity. ELL E N 

In his brief, Dinh, GRUBER 
now a law professor ME DIN A,. 
and attomey in private Texas (JTA) 
practice, argues· that Kinky Friedman 
the First Amendment· is the only candi-
protects the practice of date for Texas 
seeking information governor whose 
from executive branch campaign materiat 
officials. "This is what includes a 13-inch 
members of the media, talking action fig-
members of the ure . and bumper 
Washington policy stickers that read 
community, lobbyists "My governor is a 
and members of con- Jewish cowboy." 
gressional staffs do The 61-year-old 

architect of the Patriot Act, argued in a brief on 
behalf of Steve Rosen and Keith Weissman, the 
former AIPAC staffers, that the case against them 
lacks merit because it violates their First 
Amendment rights. 

perhaps hundreds of singer, author and 
times a day," Dinh argues, describi,pg the acts satirical gadfly is 
alleged in the indictment agallist Rosen, the for- also the only can-

Country singer and 
Texas gubernatorial 
candidate, Kinky 
Friedman. Credit: Ruth 
Ellen Gruber/ITA. mer AIPAC foreign policy director, and did ate who has 

Weissman, a former Iran specialist. written a country song about the Holocaust _ it's 

Taken together, the defence and government 
actions suggest the shape of the trial to start April 
25: The defence will argue that culling and dis
tributing inside government information was a 
routine lobbying activity. It also anticipates the 
media event AIPAC insiders have said they fear: 

FBI agents' questions to other former AIPAC called "Ride 'em, Jewboy" _ and the only one 
staffers interviewed in recent weeks suggest that who aims to place a mezuzah on the door of the 
the government is trying to assess whether receiv- governor's mansion. "Sure I will, why not?" he 
ing and disseminating classifled information was said, in a raspy Texas twang at the ranch in c.en-
routine at AIPAC. The former staffers told ITA tral Texas where he lives with five dogs _ whom 
that the FBI agents asked questions about Rosen's he calls "the Friedmans" _ and a cat. "I'll even 
relationship with three past AIPAC presidents - get a rabbi there to help." 

One that picks apart, in a public forum, exactly 
how AIPAC goes about its business. . 

Robert Asher of Chicago, Larry Weinberg of The former front-man for the flamboyant 
Beverly Hills, Calif., and Edward Levy of Detroit, 1970s country group called Kinky Friedman and 

No one suggests that AIPAC's activities are in 
. any way illegal, and the prosecutor in the case 
already has made clear that the organization is not 
suspected of wrongdoing. But AIPAC closely 
guards its lobbying practices, and is loath to 

as well as Newton Becker, an influential AIPAC the Texas Jewboys, Friedman formally entered 
donor from Los Angeles. the gubernatorial race a year ago, stumping 

The former employees all spoke on condition of under the slogan "Why the hell not?" in a bid·to 
anonymity, because the FBI has told them not to unseat incumbent Republican Rick Perry. At the 

Reflection 
speak with the media. The office of U.S. Attorney time, most observers dismissed his run as a joke. 

.. Paul McNulty, who is Increasingly, however, the· Kinky campaign 
trying the case, would has gathered force as a serious quest to shake up 

20 years after fight to free husband, 
Avital Sharansky shuns the limelight 

By JUDAH S. HARRIS 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Back last 

fall and into the winter, Natan 
Sharansky found himself becom
ing a household name - in the 
White House, in particular. 

The popular refusenik-turned
Israeli political leader had been 
invited unexpectedly, while book 
touring in the United States, to 
meet with President Bush, who 
found the themes and arguments in 
Sharansky's new book, The Case 
for Democracy: The Power of 
Freedom to Overcome Tyranny and 
Terror, confirming of his own 
beliefs that democracy-building 
should be viewed as more than just 
an American product for export and 
that democratic societies are 
deserved by all and benefit all. 

Though this was the first meeting 
between Bush and Sharansky, it 
was not the first time that a 
Sharansky was invited to the White 
House. A photograph that appeared 
on the front page of the December 
II, 1984, New York Times shows 
President Reagan leaning forward 
to greet .Sharansky's wife, Avital, at 
a ceremony marking International 
Human Rights Day. Reagan had 
strong words for the Soviet Union 
and also South Africa as he met that 
day with 12 human rights activists 

Freed Soviet prisoner Anatoly 
Sharansky, second froin left, is 
welcomed at Ben Gurion Airport 
by his wife Avital, left, then
Prime Minister Shimon Peres, 
third from left, and then-Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, upon 
his arrival in Israel for the first 
time on February 11, 1986. Credit: 
Nati Harnik/GPO. 

from around the world. 
In the photograph, Reagan is seen 

shaking Sharansky's hand, holding 
hers with both of his. Sharansky is 
looking upwards straight into his 
eyes. Her expression conveys a· 
plea, a hopefulness and a tiredness. 
She is dressed simply and wearing 
the kerchief that she almost always 
wore, as she pressed the fight for 
her husband, convicted six years 
earlier of treason and spying for the 
United States and sentenced to 13 
years of imprisonment. 

not comment. Texas politics, break down traditional party 
Weinberg, reached machines and reach out to a dramatically disaf- . 
February 14, refused to fected electorate. "In the last election for gover-
comment. Levy was on nor, only 29 per cent of eligible voters went to 
vacation and could not the polls," Friedman, known far and wide as 
be reached, and Asher "the Kinkster," likes to point out. "Seventy-one 
and Becker did not per cent didn't vote - they didn't like the choice 
respond to messages. between paper and plastic." 

The new round of Chomping his ever-present cigars, sporting his 
FBI questions is trademark mustache and soul-patch and trade-
important because the mark black cowboy hat and outfit, Friedman has 
indictment, based on a crisscrossed the state in recent months, speaking 
World War I-era espi- at schools, campaign events and fund-raisers 
onage statute, rests not and giving interviews to local, national and even 
simply ·on receipt of international media. 
the allegedly classifled . "Sometimes what starts out.as a joke has a 
information but on its nasty little habit of sailing dangerously close to 
further dissemination. the truth," he wrote recently. "Now, running as 
The indictment, hand- an independent, I intend to demonstrate that 
ed down last August, even though the Texas governor does no heavy 
alleges that Rosen and lifting, he can still do some spiritual lifting, that 
Weissman relayed the is, inspir~ people, especially young people, to 
information - on Iran ~ . get involved in the health, education and welfare 
and on AI-Qaida - to of their state." 
fellow AIPAC staffers Friedman's message is largely driven by a 
journalists and diplo~ "throw the bUI?s out" pop~~ism whose main tar-
mats at the Israeli gets are lobbYIsts and polItIcal hacks. Chutzpah 
Embassy m is part of his pull, and he employs a stream of 
Washington. one:1iners . the ~ay mainstr~am politicia?s ~se 

Establishing whether talkmg pomt~; Trust me, I m a .Ie",: - I 11 hIre 
Rosen also briefed good people, he says. He also hIghlIghts a few 
board members on the key issues, such as upgrading the educational 
allegedly classified system .and backing the renewable energy indus-
information would try. He IS angered by the Texas penchant for cap-
bolster the defence ital punishment and says one of his first acts as 
claim that the acts governor would be to pardon Max Soffar, a Jew 
described in the indict- on death row he believes was incorrectly con-
ment are routine. victed of triple murder. 
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First AIPAC-sponsore~ tour for 
non-Jewish students ~trengtheits tie 

By DAVID J. 
SILVERMAN 

WASHINGTON 
(JTA) - Bryan Hair 
says he traveled thou
sands of miles from 
the Christian college 
he attends in 

, Tennessee to learn 
"the true meaning of 
the word courage." 
Hair had his epiphany 
atop a hill in an Israeli 
army base, peering at a 
Hezbollah tower less 
than a mile away in 
Lebanon. "People live 
in fear there of a 9/11 
every single day," said 
Hair, who leads a pro
Israel advocacy group 
at Carson Newman 
College. 

During the first mission to Israel for non
Jews sponsored by the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee, participants meet 
with U.S. Ambassador to Israel Richard 
Jones, left, in January 2006. Also pictured, 
left to right, are Wayne Ting of Columbia 
University, Michael Davis of Stetson Law 
School, Jill Stracko of St. Joseph's University, 
A'shanti-Fayshel Gholar of the University of 
Nevada atLas Vegas, and Grant Woodard of 

gave me.a better abili
ty to articulate to oth
ers why it is in 
America's best inter
ests to have a strong 
relationship with 
Israel," said Colas, the 
president of Liberty's 
Stand with Israel club. 
"Having an qlly ,we 
can work with in the 
Middle East is the best 
way to achieve our 
long"term goals in the 
region of stopping ter
rorism, establishing 
democracy and get
ting rid of tyranny," he 
said. Colas cited a poll 
he read indicating that 
Palestinians would 
model their ideal gov
emment on Israel's. 

.. The American Israel 
Educat~on Foundation, 

. Grinnell College. Credit: AIPAC. 
Other participants 

an affiliate of the American Israel Public Affairs 
Com.mittee, hosted 43 students from 40 different 
,colleges on a flrst-time tour of Israel last month. 
The students - from Ivy League schools, state uni
versities, major Christian and historically black 
campuses - visited Christian and Jewish holy 
sites, army bases and tourist destinations. The 10-
day. trip, the first of i~s . kind underwritten by 
AIPAc, also involved meetings with policy mak
ers, ambassadors, journalists and other opinion 
leaders. Other U.S. Jewish groups have sponsored 
tours for non-Jewish students in the past. 

AIPAC says the mission is part of the pro-Israel 
lobby's recent efforts to reach beyond the Jewish 
community to American communities not tradi
tionally known for pro-Israel activism. The stu
dents, all· non-Jewish student leaders known for 
their pro-Israel sympathies, said they retumed 
more passionate than ever before about advocat
ing for the Jewish state. ' 

"All these years I've been advocating for Israel 
and speaking about the U.S.-Israel relationship," 
sai,d Jamal Sowell, former student-body president 
at the University of Florida and now a graduate 
student in higher education at the University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst. "But now that I had the 
chance to see flrst-hand what I've been advocat
ing for, it takes my passion to a whole other 
level." . 

That was the. reaction AIPAC officials were 
hoping to hear. "These students are America's 
future leaders, and these missions give them the 
tools they need to become more effective advo
cates for a stmng U.S.-Israel relationship," 
AIPAC board member Barry Silverman said. 
Most of the students previously had attended 
AIPAC student policy conferences in 
Washington. 

Sowell, an African American, says he has been 
working hard to expand pro-Israel outreach to dif
ferent cultures, a goal he shares with AIPAC. "It 
steps up advocacy to a whole other level," he said. 
The case for Israel needs to be made by people of 

. various cultures "because what happens in Israel 
is going to come back to affect all of us here in 
America," he said. "I've tried to stress it's not a 
Jewish issue - it's a human issue." 

Many participants say they intend t~ p~rsue 
careers in policymaking. Brian Colas, a JUnIor at 
Liberty University, a small Christian school in 
Virginia, is considering joining the Sta~e 
Department after graduation. "Going on the ,trIP 

• 

said they better under
stand Israel's security situation after visiting an 
army base along the border with Lebanon. Seeing 
first-hand how small Israel is, and how close it is 
to its enemies, conveys the sense of urgency, said 
Grant Woodard, a senior at Grinnell College in 
Iowa and the national president of College 
Democrats in America. "It makes you understand 
why it is·so necessary to take security measures 
such as building the fence," he said. 

Woodard wa.<; joined on· the trip by a number of 
National College Democrat board members. He said 
trips like this ensure that the next generation of 
Democrats "will continue to care <md be· informed 
about Israel." 

Woodard joined Paul Gourley, a graduate of the 
University of South Dakota and current chairman 
of the College Republican National Committee, 
as honorary chairs of the AIPAC mission. 

The two issued a joint resolution urging the 
United States and its allies not to deal with 
Hamas, the terrorist group that won a landslide 
election in legislative elections last month, unless 
it disanTIS, renounces violence and recognizes 
Israel's right to exist. The resolution also 
endorsed legislation that would tighten sanctions 
on Iran until it complies with nuclear inspectors. 
"Israel is a beacon of freedom and democracy in 
the Middle East," said Gourley, who was joined 
by several of his Republican board members. 

Some of the more religious Christians on the 
trip said they always had been interested in Israel 
because of the Bible and the covenant between 

. God and the Jewish people. "My love for Israel is 
genuine," said Hair, a Baptist. "Following the 
political situation the last few years and going to 
Israel have added a different viewpoint on why I 
love it, without forsaking my·old opinions." 
. Hair expressed regret that many. in the· world 
consider Israel overly dependent on the United 
States. "The world must see that Israel can stand 
on its own," said Hair, describing is a strong, 
vibrant, and self-sustaining democracy. 

On two occasions in Israel, the ·non-Jewish stu
dents joined with 84 Jewish students who were 
on a separate AIPAC-sponsored mission. They 
met with Richard Jones, the U.S. ambassador to 
Israel; Avi Granot, President Moshe Katsav's top 
adviser; and attended a roundtable discussion 
with Steven Erlanger of The New York Times, 
Joel Greenberg of The Chicago Tribune and for
mer CNN Middle East Correspondent Jerrold 
Kessel. 

Estadisticas de empleo. 
I\:1as de 220 mil personas en busca de empleo 

fueron registradas por el servicio de Empleo 
durante el mes pasado, representando LIn 1,6% 
menos respecto del ailo pasado y un 0,5 % 
menos ajustado estacionalmente de los 
registrados en el mes de Novicmbre. . 

En tanto eI organismo remarc6 que el numero 
de solicitantes de ayuda social cay6 alrededor 
del 0,2% en promedio en el otono del 2005 
habiendose desacelerado significativamenle, 
para informar POI' ultimo acerca de la 
disminuci6n del 12 por ciento en el grupo de 
nuevos buscadores de trabajo estos datos 
ajustados, tam bien, estacionalmente. 

Asi mismo se espera que un numero 
significativo de evacuados de Gaza en edad 
laboral tengan dificultad para reintegrarse al 
mundo del trabajo luego de la desconexi6n ya 
que, de las 2 mil personas identificadas pOI' el 
Centro de Empleo unico del Ministerio de 
Ashketl6n, establecido especialmente para los 
evacuados, el 10% tiene un nivel relativamente 
bajo de educaci6n -estos es menos de 9 anos de 
escolaridad- y el 55% esta por encima de los 45 
afios de edad promedio. 

La religion como sustento de las relaciones. 
Judios y Cat61icos aseguran que los ·valores 

religiosos son de vital importancia para el 
bienestar del individuo y la sociedad. 

Esta es Ulia de las principales conclusiones a 
las que arrib6 fa Comisi6n bilateral de la Santa 
Sede para las relaciones con el judafsmo y del 
Gran Rabinato de Israel para las relaciones con 
la Iglesia Cat61ica celebrada en Jerusalem. 

El encLlentro sirvi6 para subrayar el derecho a 
la libertad religiosa de toda persona y 
comunidad, reconociendoque medidas de la ley 
a favor de determinados valores religiosos son 
legitimas cuando son aplicadas en armonia con 
los principios de derechos humanos. 

.', 

, 

Ampliando aun mas el concepto de sociedad, 
se hizo hincapie en el sistema democnitico como 
elemento de convivel):cia y salvaguarda, de la 
sociedad, del individualismo extremo, la ~. 
manipulaci6n por parte de grupos que poseen 
intereses particulares, como asi tam bien la 
insensibilidad ante los valores culturales y 
inorales de las tradiciones religiosas. 

En la jornada inaugural intervino el Rabino 
Jefe de Israel, Shlomo Moshe Amar expresando 
su ferviente apoyo al dialogo y a los profundos 
val ores compartidos pOI' las dos tradiciones, sin 
desconocer la distinci6n que hacen de lodos los 
participantes como comunidad de fe. 

La delegaci6n judia estuvo presidida pol' el 
Rabino Jefe Shear Yashuv Cohen y por el lado 
de la Romano Cat6lica se encontraba el 
Cardenal argentino Jorge Mejia. 

Nos reencontramos pr6ximamente. 
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