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Editorial/ comment 

Muslim's call for peaceful response commendable 

Last week, the Winnipeg Free Press per
fonned an extremely' useful educational 
service on its op-ed page. ' 

It featured, side by side, an explanation by the 
editor of a Danish newspaper of why that paper 
printed 12 satirical cart90ns of Muhamml!d last 
fall, and an essay by Dr. Ghassan Joundi, presi
dent of the Manitoba Islamic Assocation, prais
ing "restraint" on the part of people who 
refrained from republishing the cartoonS. 

This was an invaluable juxtaposition of com
mentaries, because it posed, in stark contrast, the 
views of a journalist who uncompromisingly 
supports freedom of the press and of a 
spokesperson for local Muslims, who justified 
some restraints on freedom of expression. 

"Freedom of expression doesn't represent an 
absolute right to insult, vilify other people's 
beliefs and values or defame religious figures, 
promote hatred and disseminate religious preju
dice ... ," Joundi wrote. 

That's a pretty inclusive statement. Does it 
mean the press, for example, should be prevent
ed from criticizing Adolf Hitler or Josef Stalin, 
because there are still people around who 

believe in Nazism and Stalinism?, 
Joundi claims "reaction in some instances" to 

the cartoons "surpassed acceptable limits" and ' 
"assaults on life and property are to be con
demned on all fronts." 

That's a commendable response; ,Jotindi and 
other Muslim and non-Muslim religious leaders 
need to repeat their calls for peaceful resolutions 
of disputes more often, and expand them to 
include other situations as well, including the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Whether everybody in society must also show 
the "sensibility and responsiblity" Joundi calls 
for, in making public statements is debatable: 
Self-censorship to appease one or more religious 
groups is a slippery slope toward curtailing free 
speech. , 

If one does accept that need for restraint, given 
the murders, torching of embassies and other 
horrendous crimes that have resulted from inter
national Muslim response to the cartoons, that 
should include avoiding inflammatory com
ments at all costs, including Joundi's claim that 
the Danish cartoons of Mohammad "have insult
edevery Muslim. on Earth". 
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! . 

D ' BODe'. THE CA~OON ,ry , DEBATE ••• 

ARAB CART'00N,IS1 

ANTI-SEMITIC 
CAflT()()N5 O~ 
8~OOO SUCKING, 
HOOf( NOSED JEWS, 

,YOU'VE SET 
P~ANET ABLAZE IN 
REACTION TO IZ 
IN~~~~~ DANISH ~;.: A80UT 

WHAT IS THA T? 
SOME WHACI<O, 
INI=IDE~ JtJ()EO
CHflI5TlAN IDEA?! 

Why Hamas won't moderate itself after the elections 

Some analysts, and many in the popular yet 
serious press, such as The New York Times, 
argue that Hamas is on the road to modera

tion. First, because it took part in Palestinian leg
islative elections, this meant it recognizes the insti-

tutions created by Oslo -
BBiNDlHEHEADUNES an agreement it has 

By 

BRENT E. SASLEY 

always excoriated - and 
thus indirectly recog
nizes Israel. Second, the 
argument goes, being in 
power will show Hamas 
that violence and rhetoric 
is not enough to meet the 
needs of Palestinians. It's 
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A Hamas activist holds an election flier with a 
photo of Sheik Ahmed Yassin at a polling sta
tion in the West Bank during the January 25 
Palestinian parliamentary election: Hamas 
won a majority of seats. Credit: Brian Hendler/JTA. 

one thing, in other words, to supply a few social ser
vices to parts of the popUlation, but it's another 
thing to deal with the international community, 
secure enough funding, and take care of the entire 
population. 

Unfortunately, this is either willful misinterpreta
tion or just sheer naivety and unfamiliarity with 
Hanms itself. It is true that being in power will make 
Hamas at least a little more realistic in administra
tive affairs - its mayors elected in recent municipal. 
elections have already begun dealing with Israeli 
officials on basic economic and other organization
al matters simply because they have no choice. But 
a fundamental shift in its position, such as renounc
ing violence, recognizing Israel, and not calling for 
its destruction? That's something else entirely. 

In fact, Hamas has no reason or even need to 
moderate itself. First, despite its initial tough stance 
against dealing with Hamas so long as it sticks to its 
violent program, the international community is 
m9ving toward engaging it. Russia has already 
invited its leaders for a visit, Turkey has spoken 
with its top officials, and even Stephen Harper - for 
a long time a staunch opponent of dealing with ter
rorists - is reported to have spoken with a leader of 
Hamas. ' 

Second, Hamas does not need the funding that 
Europe provides to the Palestinian Authority and 
has threatened to withhold unless Hamas takes steps 

to engage in a serious peace process. It can make up 
the shortfall from states like Iran, fundraising 
among sympathizers around the Islamic world and 
Muslim diasporas, and from support from groups 
like al-Qaeda and Hizbullah. 

Third, Fatah -long considered the most moderate 
of all Palestinian factions - has already set a prece
dent by continuing to engage in terrorism against 
Israel while still being considered the leadership of 
the Palestinians and the only peace partner for 
Israel. 

Even beyond Hamas itself, experience with simi
larly violent groups that have come to power 
throughout the Islamic world does not provide any 
positive examples. The Iranian mullahs might be 
cited as a possible example of moderation once in 
power, but that took place after 10 years of hard-line 
positions;,. moreover, the election of President 
Malunoud Ahmadinejad has illustrated the com
plete falsity of such claims in regard to Iran - the 
proof lies in his comments regarding the elimination 
of Israel and questioning the veracity of the 
Holocaust. 

It was once believed that Hizbullah would mod
erate its position once Israel left Lebanon, but this 
did not happen, and it continues to attack Israeli mil
itary and civilian targets. 

Finally, the PLO, too, it was argued, would do the 
same but it hasn't, preferring to focus on continuing 
the conflict with Israel rather than acting responsi
bly for the welfare of the Palestinian population. 
"Moderate" Palestinian leaders - including 
Malunoud Abbas - continue to make reference to 
su~h things as the Palestinian right of return, some
thmg that even Palestinian negotiators have 
acknowledged will never happen. 

As Barry Rubin, a long-time and aStute observer 
?f Middle East politics, put it, arguing that the com
mg to power of Hamas will lead to a moderation in 
its position would be similar to arguing that the best' 
way to end international Islamic fundamentalist ter
rorism is by crowning Osama bin Laden king of 
Saudi Arabia. This is not something that we would 
consider a good thing, and neither is the inclusion of 
Hamas in Palestinian governing institutions. 

Brent E. Sasley is a doctoral candidate in 
Political Science at McGill University, in Middle 
East politics. He can be reached at 
brent.sasley@shaw.ca 

Comment 

Ira'n benefits from chaos in Iraq 
Iranian president pulling strings behind the scenes 

The rapid return from Lebanon 
last week of Ayatollah 
Muqtada al-Sadr, better 

known as the militant leader of the 
Mahadi Militia in Iraq, is signifi-
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Askariya 
mosque, Israeli analysts closely 
following the unfolding violence in 
'Iraq say. 

He was needed at home to also 
watch over, and control' gangs of 
Shiite gunmen who went on a ram
page of retaliatory attacks on Sunni 
mosques and individuals. Muqtada 
spent time in Syria and Lebanon 
following a visit to Iran, where he 
was received with honors by 
President Ahmadinejad. 
Intelligence analysts warned at the 
beginning of February of a possible 
megaattack to occur in the region. 
This analysis was based on 
Ahmadinejad's open call to Iraqi 
Shiites not to hesitate and take what 
they had rightfully earned through 
their sheer numbers in the U.S.
brokered democratic elections: 

Western analysts often fail to 
identify the power of rhetoric in a 
region where words can be translat
ed into action in a matter of min
utes. 

Iraq has become a playground for 
Iranian intelligence el\perts, where 
they can engage in activities they 
can't' undertake 'in any other 
Muslim' country in the region. To 
gain significant influence in Iraq, 
Iran needed a series of major disas
ters; it's benefitted from the Shiite 
Golden . Mosque bombing ill 

Samara last week. 
Contlliuous violence and tunnoil, 

will serve Iranian goals all the 
more, even when a Shiite place of 
worship is the target. An Iraq tom 
apart by gangs of militants is a 
stage where U.S. soldiers are killed 
not for a Utopian democracy, but 
rather, for vl,lltures like 
Ahmadinejad who thrive on U.S. 
and coalition body bags ~d on the 
blood of thousands of innocent 
civilians. 

The U.S. has to cope not only 
with a rapidly-deteriorating securi
ty situation in Iraq, but perhaps 
even more, with serious image ero
sion. It was the 1979 chaotic situa
tion in Iran that brought about the 
Islamic Republic. 

When the Shah was persuaded by 
the Carter administration to go into 
exile and to leave his country to the 
mercy of the Ayatollah Rohalah 
Khomeini, a young Ahmadinejad, 
now Iranian president, could grow 
and rise to power within the 

MAHMOUD AHMANIDEJAD, 
Iranian president: To gain signif
icant 'influence in Ir~q, Iran 
needed a series of major disas
ters; 'it benefitted from the 
bombing of the Golden Mosque 
in Samara last week, and the 
.;esulting chaos. . 
Revolutionary Guard, and a young 
Muqtada al-Sadr might pursue the 
same path in Iraq. , 

Both are products of anarchy and 
lawlessness, with violence per
ceived as a legitimate tool. 
President Ahmadinejad instigated 
the Danish cartoon anger and 
encouraged Saudi Arabia to boy
cott Danish ·products. Suddenly, 
oddly enough a day before the al
Askariya bombing, he called on the 
Muslim world to suspend all 
demonstrations. Time will tell 
whether his call for restraint was 
part of a larger ,scheme to clear the 
stage for, something bigger close to 
home when the Muslim world, 
including the Iraqis, is boiling over. 

Any disaster in Iraq will serve 
Iranian interests and Ahmadinejad 
will know how to use each and 
every violent event for his own 
interests. At this point, with civil, 
sectarian, ethnic, religious or what
ever strife raging in Iraq; war is 
practically imminent. It's obvious 
the American-led' victory over the 
Iraqi Baath regime has not resulted 

, in a real improvement in the lives 
of the Iraqi people. 

Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice's whirlwind damage control 
tour to some regional capitals a few 
weeks ago was a knee-jerk reaction 
to the so-called "Muslim anger" 
which, apparently the U.S. admin
istration still doesn't fully compre
hend. So it continues to believe in 
appeasement of the Arab world. 
Ironically, it's this approach that 
moves away from commitments to 
democracy, stability and strength
ening friends. No appeasement can 
change a philosophy based ,on 
abusing the name of God to justify 
horrible crimes. At this stage, 
Ahmadinejad is winning the battle 
without firing a single shot. 

The write!; a Jewish Winnipegge1; 
was born and raised in Israel, and 
served as a colonel in the Israel 
Defence Forces. He served in Iran 
during the late 1970s shortly before 
the revolution, as a journalist and 
in a "liaison capacity" for the IDF. 
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OD-ed -Day ·in court with Irving shows history a more 
potent weapon, than censorship 

By DEBORAH 
LIPSTADT , 

ship is. efficacious. It 
renders the censored 
item into forbidden 
fruit, making it more 
appealing, not less so. 

Here in Europe, as in 
many quarters in the 
United States, this dis
cussion has been joined 
with the debate over the 

, Danish cartoons. 

R OME (JTA)
David Irving's 
arrest and three

year jail. sentence for 
having denied the 
Holocaust has been met 
with a ch<;>rus of cheers 
in the Jewish commu
nity. A notorious liar, 
he was once considered 
a prominent historian. 

Many people were 
delighted that prison 
would now house a 
man who has called 
Jews cockroaches, 
believes black news

DEBORAH 
LIPSTADT: "The 
best ~ay to counter 
Holocaust deniers is 
to teach as many 
people as possible 
this historY." 

While it is legitimate 
to argue that there' is a 
difference between car
toons and the murder of 
millions of people, it is 
hard to argue for laws 
against Holocaust 
deni~l but demand that 

casters should be relegated to read
ing news of criminals and drug 
busts, and asked a survivor how 
much money she had made from 
having a number tattooed on her 
arm. 

At long last, justice seemed to 
prevail. In the immediate aftennath 
of the verdict, my blog 
(Lipstadt.blogspot.com) was flood
ed with expressions of delight. 
Most people assumed I was danc
ing the hora. 

But I was not. I fought this man's 
libel cbMge against me for six 
years. For over three months I had 
to silently sit in court in London lis
tening to him say the most horrible 
things about Jews, people of color 
and survivors. He made fun of 
those who talked about gas cham
bers and sneered at survivors' 
accounts of what they endured. He 
was full of bluster about how he 
was going to demolish the myth of 
the Holocaust. 

Quietly and meticulously, relying 
on the stellar work of a dream team 
of historians, we showed that every 
one - not many, not most, but all -
of David Irving's claims were com
plete rot. They were based on lies, 
distortions and fabrications. They 
were, as the prominent historian 
Richard Evans and the leader of our 
research team, said, "A 
tissue of lies." 

the Danish cartoonists' freedom of 
speech be protected. It suggests a 
double standard. More importantly, 
there is a far better way to fight 
Holocaust denial than to rely on the 
transitory force of law. 

When David Irving forced me to 
go to court to defend my freedom 
of expression, my most important 
weapon was the historical truth. We, 
have truth and history on our side. 

The best way to counter 
Holocaust deniers is to teach as 
many people as possible this histo
ry. That is why courses on history 
of the Holocaust have proven so 
popular and important. Students 
who take those courses will never 
fall prey to the David Irving-like 
distortions. ' 

Jewish tradition teaches that the 
word emet, truth, composed as it is 
from the first, middle and last let
ters of the 'Hebrew alphabet; 
encompasses everything. The truth 
of the Holocaust is terrible and 
painful, but it is the truth and that is 
the most potent weapon anyone 
could want. 

Deborah Lipstadt teaches at 
Emory University and is the author 
of Histm) 011 Trial: My Day in 
Court with David Irving [Ecco, 
2005] which is a winner of the 
National Jewish Book Award. 

Why then was I not 
delighted with the court 
sentence handed down 
in Vienna on February 
20? I am writing this 
sitting in the shadow of 
the Vatican. 

"It's absolutely phenomenal." 

For centuries the 
church censored 
Jewish books, forcing 
Jews to remove any-
thing the church 
authorities deemed 
objectionable to 
Christianity. Even 
prayers were censored. 
We Jews, who have 
suffered from censor
ship, should not be sup
porting it. Moreover, I 
don't believe censor-

- Kim Bailey, a diner at JNF's and the Fairmont 
Winnipeg's gourmet Israeli-Manitoba Tu 
B'Shvat event February 20.See stm) starting on 
page 1, top left. 

"They were telling me that it is not my place, 
, to be broadcasting the news ... " 

- Sylvia Kuzyk, longtime Winnipeg TV news 
broadcaste1; commenting on audience reaction 
when she started her career in 1974. See sto/) 
on page 3. 

, 'If your child gets sick or you lose your job, 
it is easy to fall into a big hole. . 

- Benson Labinsky,a former Winnipegger run
ning a social services organization in Beit 
Shemesh, Israel. See Myron Love's "People". 
feature on page 6: 


