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1 wish to e.:rpress my heatifelt thanks'to all 

my dearfami(V and friends for your 
SUpp011 during my recent hospital stay. 

Your iJisits. cards, good wishes,· .', ... 
fruit baskets and flowers .. 
are deeply appreciated.··· I. 

Edith Taback 
~ A 
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Dearfamily and fn'ends 
77Jank you so muc/) for your support 

. during my recent illness. 
Your donations, jlowers, 

phone calls and hospital visits· 
were truly appreciated. . 

~ Frank ZipurS~ 

~o!7~ 
Our heattfelt gratitude to the numerous 

individuals, fi'iends, relations and 
organizationsfor the warm response 

demonstrated on the incidents of Miriam s 
recent illness and hospitalization. 

With sincere thanks and appreciation. 
Miriam and. Morris Erenberg 
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MENDEZ-GOLDENSTEIN 

On January 9, 206, in Punta Cana, Dominican 
Republic, Eva-Maria, daughter of Manuel and 
Alsira Mendez, sister of Margarita, and Leonard 

. Louis, son of Georges and Gloria Goldenstein, 
became husband and wife. . 

In attendance were parents of the bride and 
groom. . 

A heartfelt thank you to wonderful friends, Eli 
and Reeva Hiller, Fae Simon, Ari Simon, Les and 
Sandy Bridgeman, who travelled with' us to Punta 
Cana, to attend our children's wedding. 

Unable to attend, and dearly missed, were the 
late Shirley Walker and the late Bella Scheiman. 

Georges and Gloria welcome Eva, with love, into 
the family. 

For community events 
music and entertainment tune in to: 

"THE JEWISH HOUR" 
on 

CIUS 
81O~AM 

Every Sunday 1:30 - 2:30 PM 
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People 

First cousins engaged in similar community 
building efforts in Israel~ New Orleans' 

Brent Labinsky helping.in Beit Shemesh, Lindsay Rayter down south 

·.First cousins Lindsay Rayter and13rent 
. (Boruclt) Labinsky are worlds aparf:geo-
. . graphically, but both are involveq. in'sirni-

-1ar good works. Both are helping c.omnmnities in . 
distress rebuild. . 

OUR LITILE SHTETL 

·MYRON LOVE 

Labinsky is·the,exec
utive directod of 
Lema' an Achai, a . 
unique grass..,· 
roots-grown· 
n.e'ighbor
h 0 Q d 
social 
s e r -

.. Vlces 
organization. serving the com
munity of Beth Shemesh, which 

. lies. get back on ~eir feet," he 
says. 
. Some of those programs are 
food distribution, emergency. 
bill payments, school sup
plies, 'assistance for Jewish 
holidays, [manciaI manage-

. ment advice, employment 
and legal counselling,. 

tutors for children, a 
dental·· clinic, . swnmer 

camp subsidies and a 
free loan fund. 

"We .also try to 
help people and 
families before 
they are in cri
sis " , , is just west of Jerusalem. The 

organization was founded six 
years ago by a group of local 
volunteers - including Labinsky 
- and to this point is largely 
founded by the citizens of the 
community. 

BRENT LABINSKY: Heads a neighborhood' 
social services organization serving the com- . 
munity of Beit Shemesh. 

Labinsky 
says. 

Lema' an 
Achai has an 

Beth Shemesh, Labinsky says, has a popula
tion of about 70,000 made up of Sephardim who 
were settled there in the 1950s and '60s, and 
more recent immigrants from the former Soviet 
Union, Ethiopia and North America. In Ramat 
Beth Shemesh, where Labinsky and his family 
live, half of the population of20,000 are English 
speakers. (That number includes Rabbi Ari 
Enkin, a former rabbi here and a Jewish Post & 
News columnist, and his family.) 

The son of Benson and Sharon Labinsky and a 
Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate graduate, Brent 
Labinsky moved to Israel 12 years ago with his 
new bride. The family has lived in Ramat Beth 
Shemesh for eight years. 

Trained in finance, Labinsky worked for dif
ferent high tech companies. Lema'an Achai vol
unteers contributed their time in their areas of 
expertise. As Labinsky's area was finance, he 
offered financial counselling to Beth Shemesh 
families and gave seminars for groups of resi-
dents on managing their finances. . 

"It's easy for people who don't know how to 
manage their mQney to get .into financial diffi
culties," he observes. "And in Israel, most 
Israelis don't have a lot of disposable income. If 
your child gets sick or you lose your job, it is 
easy to fall into a big hole." 

He .c~tes th~ example of one family Lema'an 
Achalls helpmg where the husband is a disabled 
army veteran who has to rely on his disability 
pension of 3,500 shekels (about $700 U.S.) 'to 
support his wife and seven children. 

Three years ·ago, the Lema'an Achai board 
made the ?ec~sion to hire some paid staff to help 
the orgaruzatlOn grow. At about the same time 
the high tech company Labinsky was working 
for shut down. The Lema'an Achai board invited 
him to become the organization's executive 
director. 

CUSTOM JEWELLERY 
DESIGNS 

• 1 Day Repairs 
• Name Pendants 
• Chai's & Mezzuzot 
• Diamonds & Gold 
• Movado 'Tag • Bulova 
• Watch Repairs 

CALL OR VISIT 

:!t&: 
194 Osbome Sl 94!J.()715 
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Labinsky now over
sees a staff of 12 and 
hundreds of volun
teers. Most of the staff 
are social w.orkers and 
many of the clients 
are families in crisis . , 
Labinsky notes. 

"We have 25 differ
ent programs all under 
one roof that are 
intended to help fami-

am bi tiou s 
goal to expand its operation nationwide. To that 
end, Labinsky was in North America in mid
February (and stopped in Winnipeg to see his 
family here) to try to establish a fundraising 
organization in the United States and Canada to 
help underwrite Lema'an Achai's activities. 

The Canadian mailing address for donations, 
he says, is c/o Murray Shore, 31 Marwill Street, 
Toronto, M3H 3L2. (Any readers wishing to 
make a donation can make their cheques payable 
to Shaarei Tefilah Charity Fund.) Lema'an 
Achai's website is ·www.lemaanachai.org. 

*** 

LINDSAY RAYTER(left). and . 
Donald: They're in New Orleans, helping gut 
contaminated houses. 

As with many other Winnipeggers,: Lindsay 
Rayter was deeply moved by the calamity that 
engulfed New Orleans and the Gulf Coast last 
August. And, also like. many others, the recent' 
graduate of the University of Manitoba's Asper 
School of Business determined to help. As a 
result, the daughter of Bailey and Karen Rayter 
and her long time friend, Katrina Donald, are 
~urrently in New Orleans helping to gut contam
mated houses and sort and distribute food and 
clothing to families and individuals who lost 

. everything in the flood that was caused by 
Hurricane Katrina. . . 

"We tried a couple of other agencies ftrst but 
they didn't respond," Rayter says. "Katrina 
found a website for an umbrella organization 
called the Common Ground· Collective and we 
applied." 

The C~mmon Ground Collective is a grass
roots volunteer organization out of California 
(Cont. on page' 7. See "People".) 
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(Cont. from page 6.) 

which is operating in 
New Orleans' devas
tated Ninth Ward 
where it has estab-· 

~ray Acade~y youngsters perform hip 
verSIon of AladdID,story. to laughter, applause 

Grade 5 and 6 performers show gifts for satire beyond their years 
lished a number of Review by MATT .. ' 
service. centres ... The BELLAN 
volunteers put in full, ,welcome to 
days - from 9:00 to A g r a bah, 
5:00 - and receive . city . of 
free room and board. enchqntment, where every 

"The stories we are beggar' has a story and 
hearing are incredi- every camel has a tale.". 
ble," Rayter says. . That's.. how "Disriey's 
"And in these houses, Aladdin Jr." begins. And" ..•... 
everything has to go last week, a cast of dozens " '.' 
including· the appli- of· Gray Academy,,·o{ ' .. 

. ances, the floors ana Jewish Education students;', 
the drywall." . transported crowds to the' '.' 

She and Donald : .. makebelieve'Near Eastern 
arrived in New . setting of the "Aladdin .. 
Orleans near the imd ind His Ma.gic Lamp" 

The Sultan's guards arrest 
Aladdin and banish him to a cave, 
where he finds a lamp that, when 
rubbed, produces a genie that 
grants him three wishes. 
. The story sounds traditional 

enough, but it's the dialogue that 
gives Aladdin Junior a modern 
sound. 

"I should be able to marry whom 
I want, and when I want!" Princess 
Jasmine, played in a tough, defiant 
style by Sophia Katz, angrily 
declared, when told she has to 
marry a. prince her father, the 
Sultan, chooses. 

of January and ·are: story. . 
The' .' amiual Gray 

due back in Winnipeg 
in a week or two. Academy musical produc-

tion alternates each year 
They may go back between elementary 
later· in the year to school and older students. 
help some more. But the cast of this 

Th .. ",·o·· of the Sultan's "guards" fret!ze, granting 
Aladdin one of three wishes. and allowing him to 
escape from jail, in a scene from the' musical. From 
left: Jonathon Peters, Josh Cooperband and 
Sebastian Cohen. 

"Is this your first time in this mar
ket?" a suspicious Aladdin, also 
played co~fidently by Stanislav 
Gomon, asked a fleeing Princess 
Jasmine, disguised as a commoner. 

"Well, it's my only time in this 
market," Jasmine said, trying to 
bluff her way. 

"This experience year's Grade 5 and 6 production more 
has inspired me. to than held its own. The pre-teen actors 
consider more volun- showed good teamwork and a sense of 
teer work," she says. satire beyond their years, as they del~v- . 

The ,writer is a ered the·hip 1990s musical- a sendup of 
Jewish Winnipeg free- the original story. . 
i(lnc.e,r. ,... . ~this .version of the Aladdin ~a1e, 

Princess Jasmine's father, the Sultan, is 
about to force her to choose one of a 
series of princes to marry. 

Disguised as a commoner, the princess 
escapes from the palace, and meets 
Aladdin, a young man who also dreams 
of escaping from .his surroundings. 

r" • 

"It's the only marketplace in town," 
Aladdin retorted. 

"Ooooooh," the outsmarted Jasmine 
replied" shortly before delivering her 
first solo number, "One Jump Ahead 
(reprise)", in a pleasant, resonant voice. 
(Coot_ on page 12_ See "Aladdin Jr.") 


