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u.s. Jewish news 
Focus on issues 

At Georgetown divestment talks, 
advocates stress Jewish enlistment 

By DAVID J. 
SILVERMAN 

companies that do 
business with the 
Jewish state. 
Some speakers 

WASHING
TON (JTA) 
Speakers at the 
Palestine 
Solidarity 
Movement confer
ence, held at 
Georgetown 
University, exhort
ed anti-Israel 
activists to enlist 
Jews in the effort 
to divest from 
Israel. A~ least two 
speakers at the 
fifth annual 
divestment' con
ference, held 
February 17-19, 

:laid the Palestine 
Solidarity 
Movement had 
not done a good 
job of populariz
ing itself. Erakat 
said there is a 
decline in divest
ment activism on 
American cam
puses, and attrib
uted the setbacks 
to poor activist 
turnover. 

A panelist gives a presentation during a Palestinian 
Solidarity Movement conference February 19, 2006, 
at Georgetown University in Washington: Speakers 
blamed all the problems in the region on Zionism, a 
Jewish law student said. Credit: Carrie DevorahllTA. 

In addition, she 
said that the 
Palestinian strug

gle has been overshadowed by the "so-called 
war on terror." 

suggested the tactic as a way to gain legitimacy 
for the movement, which intensified its call for 
universities and institutions to sever economic 
ties to Israel and companies that do business 
with the Jewish state. 

"There are many obstacles that confront us," 
said Philip Farah, a senior economist and fea
tured speaker at the event in Washington. "One 
of the most important of course is the claim that 
divestment is anti-Jewish. For that, my advice is 
very, very important: Work with progressive 
Jews and Israelis." Farah endorsed the tactic as a 
way to "inoculate yourself from the charges of 
being an anti-Semite." , 

Another speaker, Noura Erakat, leg~l advocate 
for the U.S. Campaign to End the Israeli 
Occupation, echoed Farah's suggestion. "It 
works better and to our favor to make allies with 
sympathizers, with Israelis themselves," she 
said. 

The appeal came after a succession of confer
ences on U.S. campuses that created what some 
Jewish students claimed was a hostile environ
ment. "I'm not surprised that they would attempt 
to create a false veneer of legitimacy by promot
ing their cause through the mouths of Jews and 
Israelis," said David Friedman, the regional 
director of the Anti-Defamation League, one of 
several organizations that had helped organized 
counter-events. "It doesn't matter who is speak
ing; what matters is the content of the message, 
and that message of an analogy between South 
African apartheid and Zionism is false and 
extreme." 

Over the three-day period, 376 student and 
community activists from 90 universities and 
organizations attended the conference, according 
to Nadeem Muaddi, the spokesman for the 
Palestine Solidarity Movement. Farah said that 
churches, which he labels the "so-called silent 
majorities," are also key to success in the divest
ment movement. 

"It's one thing for marginal radicals to oppose 
Israel's occupation; it's quite another thing when 
activism reaches the churches," Farah said, not
ing the critical role churches played in the 
Vietnam War, the civil rights movement and the 
South African struggle. "You really have to seek 
out churches in your neighborhoods, find out 
who is potentially friendly to us," he said. 

Although no public American universities 
have dives~ed from Israel, the movement has 
made inroads with some Protestant churches. 
Both the Presbyterian Church USA and the 
Church of England voted to review holdings in 

Panelists condemned the international commu
nity's response to the election of a Hamas-led 
government in Palestinian elections two months 
ago. Ali Abunimah, co-founder of the Electronic 
Intifada news service, said the international 
community at this moment "is at its most com
placent, most hypocritical." He censured the 
European Union, Japan, Canada, Norway and 
"all of these do-gooding countries who claim 
that they are there to support peace when in fact 
what they're doing is subsidizing and propping 
up the occupation." 

Abunimah called the U.S. policy of pressing 
other countries to discontinue aid to the 

. Palestinian entity "immoral," and listed a litany 
of alleged Israeli crimes, including accusing 
Israel of committing the 1982 massacres at 
Sabra and Shatila refugee camps. Abunimah 
teamed up with Mohammed Abed, a philosophy 
lecturer from the University of Wisconsin, to 
reject a two-state solution. Abunimah and Abed 
proposed a binational state encompassing and 
replacing Israel, where Palestinians would make 
up the majority. "Palestinians throughout the 
world are attached to the entirety of their home
lands, stretching from the Red Sea to the 
[Jordan] River," Abed said. 

Speaker Sue Blackwell, who led the boycott 
by British academics of Israeli institutions last 
year, stated as a goal "ending the special status 
that Israel currently enjoys with the United 
States and the European Union, and letting the 
world know Israel is a pariah, apartheid state 
who should be treated exactly the same way as 
apartheid South Africa." The conference speak
ers said they were opposed to violence of any 
kind. 

Absent were calls to urge Hamas to recognize 
Israel's right to exist, disarm Hamas or to sup
port a two-state solution. "What was so depress
ing was that all the speakers I heard, many of 
whom seem highly intelligent, reduce all the 
problems in the region to Zionism," said David 
Sinkman, a law student at Georgetown Law 
Center. Sinkman was one of a small number of 
pro-Israel Georgetown students to attend the 
conference. 

Jonathan Aires, chair of the school's spring 
pro-Israel festival, said that many pro-Israel stu
dents were not planning to attend. Instead, the 
university sponsored an open house for pro
Israel students on February 18. Aires said 40 
attended the informal event. 

. Focus on issues 

Green Jews campaign 
against party's Israel 
divestment resolution 

By RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON 

(JTA) Audrey 
Clement biked across 
night-darkened 

, bridges and through 
driving winter rain to 
make her point: Her 
party - the Green 
Party - made a funda
mental mist~e' in a 
resolution calling for 
divestment from 
Israel. She waited 
patiently for the DC
Statehood-Green Party 
to wade through its 
monthly agenda items 
of procedural items, 
reports on efforts to 
revive schools and 

PEER VISNER, the 
deputy mayor of Tel 
Aviv, is chair of 
Israel's Green 
Party: He called the 

,U.S. Green Party's 
Israel divestment 
resolution a "breech 
in trust." Credit: Green 
Party, 

libraries in afflicted areas of Washington and a 
lengthy discussion on making the Web site acces-
siple to all members. ' 

Then she rose and launched her .critique of a res
olution that calls for total divestment from Israel 
for its alleged abuses of Palestinians: "What I am 
addressing is what I believe is subliminal anti
Semitism," she said. Clement appealed to the 
Washington branch at the February 2 meeting . 
because her Virginia branch of the party had 
ignored her request for a hearing. 

Her appearance - and a debate now raging 
throughout the party's rank and file - was the 
result of a hard-driven campaign by Gary 
Acheatel, a banker in Portland, Ore., launched not 
long after the Green Party passed the resolution in 
November. Acheatel said the resolution was the 
final straw in what he said was Israel's diminish
ing profile on the left. He joined the Greens and 
started contacting the delegates who voted against 
Resolution 190 losing a lopsided 55-7 vote. 

Acheatel said one national Jewish group 
rebuffed him because the Greens are on the fringe 
of American political life. The party has dimin
ished substantially in status since Ralph Nader's 
run for the presidency in 2000. They were not a 
factor in the last elections, and the party currently 
has slightly more than 300,000 registered voters. 
"I don't believe the Greens to be so inconsequen
tial," Acheatel countered. "Its candidates are 
invited to debates and merit coverage in the main
stream press. This enables the party to exercise an 
influence beyond its numbers." 

Acheatel contacted Lorna Salzman, a veteran 
Green Party activist from New York City and they 
launched the "Let 190 Go" campaign, headquar
tered on the Web at www.advocatesforisrael.org. 
It has made sorqe inroads. In addition to 
Clement's appearance in Washington, a number 
of Jewish veterans of the party are appealing for 
the resolution to be rescinded; including former 
candidates such as Stanley Aronowitz of New 
York, and Marakay Rogers, a candidate for gov
ernor of Pennsylvania. 

The U.S. party also ignored the'international 
green movement's tradition of consulting the rel
evant regional branch before committing to a pol
icy. "We are very disappointed that our sister 
party in the U.S. did not consult with the Israel 
Green Party before passing this resolution," Peer 
Visner, the deputy mayor of Tel Aviv and the 
chairman of Israel's Green Party, said in a state
ment. He called the resolution a "breach in trust." 
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. Hadassah,;hospital chief in limelight 
with 'prime minister's ongoing illness 

By AVIGAIL Yosef says. "But we 
SCHWARTZ agreed after the fITst 

NEW YORK (JTA) hospitalization what 
- Dr. Shlomo Mor- we'd say. We consult-
Yosef's trip to New ed with the sons and 
York was supposed to took the decision to 
happen more than a give only data without 
month ago, but then any evaluation and 
disaster struck: Israeli leave the evaluation to 
Prime Minister Ariel the journalists, to the 
Sharon suffered his doctors from other 
second stroke and hospitals." 
went into a coma. Mor-Yosef cuts a 

"I took it upon tall, trim figure. His 
myself to be Hadassah University Medical Center's direc- thatch of gray hair is 
spokesman of the hos- tor general, Dr. Shlomo Mor-Yosef, updates well-groomed, but his 
pital" because "I the media on the condition of Israeli Prime' expression is tired. 
thought it's very deli- Minister Ariel Sharon outside the Hadassah And for good reason: 
cate and a huge hospital where Sharon was being treated fol- Mor-Yosef arrived in 
responsibility, and lowing a massive stroke, January 5, 2006, in New York on the 
thought it should be Jerusalem. Credit: Brian Hendler/ITA. morning of February 
handled by a doctor 16 from Israel, and 
and not by a professional in PR or press depart- had been in meetings with New York staff mem-
ment," Mor-Yosef, the director' general of bers, donors and fund-raisers from Hadassah, the 
Hadassah University Medical Center 111 Women's Zionist Organization of America, as 
Jerusalem, told ITA in an interview on February well as reporters. The next day, he was slated to 
16. And handle it delicately he did. Everything fly to Florida for further meetings. 
was cleared fIrst with the family, and a strategy Despite his hectic schedule, he remains pleasant 
was decided upon from the beginning. and unruffled during the interview. He speaks 

"It's a problem, an ethical problem, how much carefully, choosing words without hesitation but 
you can disclose, how much you can say about a precisely, much like the press reports he has been 
patient who is also the prime minister," Mor- delivering since he was suddenly placed in the 

Alabama Jewish community 
reaches out after church arsons 

By LARRY BROOK 
Deep South Jewish Voice 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (JTA) -
The Jewish community of 
Birmingham, Ala., is reaching out 
to churches that have been affected 
by last month's rash of arsons in 
rural parts of the state. Ten church
es burned in three separate sprees 
between February 3 and 14. All of 
the churches have been Baptist, and 
six of them burned to the ground. 
Racial motives are being discount
ed, since half of the congregations 
were black and half were white. 
The late-night fires all started in the 
pUlpit area. 

After the first SIX churches 
burned, south and west of 
Birmingham, the Birmingham 
Jewish Federation donated $1,000 
U.S. from its reserve fund to help 
rebuild the churches. After the 
other arsons, that was raised to 
$2,000 U.S. 

Volunteers from the Birmingham 
Jewish Community Relations 
Committee have been paired with 
each of the churches to express 
concern and find out how the 
Jewish community could be of fur
ther assistance. The federation also 
plans to· coordinate "personal help
ing opportunities" with groups like 
the Teen Tzedakah program. 

JCRC member Randy Mazer 
contacted New Harmony Holiness 
Church in Chilton County, and 
reported that the pastor's wife said 

his was the only call thus far from 
outside the area: After speaking 
with Rev. Jim Parker of Ashby 
Baptist Church, Joel Rotenstreich 
of the Birmingham Jewish 
Federation said "They will be able 
to carry on, united with their con
gregants, neighbor churches that 
have offered space, and friends," 
but what they need is money for 
rebuilding. Parker "asked me to 
express his profound thanks to the 
Jewish community for their con
cern, support, and prayers," 
Rotenstreich said. "Let's not let 
these people down." 

Maury Shevin, chairman of the 
JCRC, said "An attack on a church 
or any other house of worship res
onates with us as Jews in particular, 
given the attacks on our own reli
gious institutions throughout our 
history." Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein of 
the International Fellowship of 
Christians and Jews called the fires 
"an assault on all people of faith." 

The Anti-Defamation League's 
Atlanta office issued a statement 
from its regional director, Deborah 
Lauter, and its Alabama state chair
man, Steven Brickman, urging a 
"vigorous" investigation and stat
ing that the churches "have the 
heartfelt sympathy and support of 
the Jewish community.': 

The American Jewish Committee 
offered a $5,000 U.S.' reward for 
information leading to the arrest 
and conviction of the arsonists. 

spotlight ,following 
Sharon's second 
stroke. 

Mor-Yosef has been 
the hospital's director 
for five years, and 
worked 111 medical 
administration for 15. 
He practiced as an 
obstetrician and gyne
cologist in Israel. He 
studied medicine at 
Hadassah, then earned 
a master's at Harvard 
in Public Administra
tion. His English is 
lightly accented, but 
fluid and graceful. He 
switched from treating 
patients to administra
tion by request from 
the Hadassah Hospital, 
he says. "It came as a 
surprise, but I uied it 
for three years and 
found it very interest
ing and my input is 
more substantial, more 
meaningful. " 

Though his role has 
expanded to become 
so public over the past 
weeks, he downplays 
it, shifting focus to the 
hospital. "Hadassah 
got huge exposure, the 
hospital got huge 
exposure, we had jour
nalists, reporters, :rv 
crews, radio crews for 
a week, day' and night 
111 the hospital, and 
they broadcast from 
there." 

Behind the headlines 

Isolation of Hamas, .Iran 
focuses of AIPAC's 

upcoming conference 
By RON KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - Activists attending 
this year's American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee policy conference will pause briefly 
to savor Iran's long-awaited isolation - and then 
get to work making sure the· Palestinian 
Authority gets the same treatment. 

A central focus of this year's policy confer
ence will be legislation that includes the tough
est conditions to date for American assistance to 
the Palestinian Authority, in the wake of Hamas' 
landslide victory in Palestinian legislative elec
tions two months ago. 

"The Palestinian Anti-Terrorism Act (H.R. 
4681) will ban direct aid and severely limit indi
rect assistance to the P.A. until the president cer
tifies that the P.A. is not controlled by a terrorist 
group and until Hamas agrees to fight terrorism 
and recognize Israel's right to exist," AIPAC 
spokesman Josh Block said last week in a state
ment. "Similar legislation is currently being 
worked on in the Senate." 

The policy conference, taking place this year 
from March 5-7, draws between 5,000 and 6,000 
activists to Washington and is the annual center
piece for the pro-Israel lobby. The final day of 
the conference is reserved for lobbying on 
Capitol Hill, and organizers tell JTA that lobby- ' 
ing for the Palestinian Anti-Terrorism Act will 
top the agenda. 

That presents a change from recent years, 
when the principal focus of such lobbying was 
Iran's nuclear program; last year, the conference 
featured a virtual tour of an Iranian nuclear 
weapons lab. Iran will still playa major role at 
the conference. The opening plenary, featuring 
former nuclear inspector David Kay and John 
Bolton, the U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations, IS on "How the International 
Community Can Stop Iran." 

The very title suggests the sea change in recent 
months: There is no longer any question that the 
international community wants to stop Iran. And 
with the Islamic republic referred last month to 
the UN Security Council for possible sanctions, 
AIPAC's long and at times lonely fight seems 
vindicated. 

Now the focus is on Hamas. Two weeks ago, 
AIPAC distributed talking points to Congress 
members promoting legislation initiated by 
Reps. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-PIa.) and Tom 
Lantos (D-Calif.) that would stifle aid for the 
Palestinian Authority and for non-governmental 
organizations. The Palestinian Authority would 
have to prove it is not employing a single mem
ber of Hamas or any other group on U.S. terror
ism lists; dismantle all terrorist groups; halt all 

'anti-Israel incitement in any sector it controls 
and replace it with materials promoting coexis
tence; and ensure democracy and financial trans
parency. 

Those certifications go beyond the reporting 
requirements in place under current U.S. legisla
tion. For instance, the Palestinian Authority 
would have to prove that it is a transparent 
democracy before the first dollar arrived, instead ' 
of merely showing progress. P.A. officials 
would have to show that incitement had been 
crushed and replaced by coexistence, instead of 
simply pulling occasional inciting school texts 
and broadcasts. 

The provisions are also much tougher because 
they extend to indirect assistance, cutting' off 
non-governmental organizations. The only 
exception is for humanitarian assistance. 
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