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CommunitYl1ew~ -

Students teach parents at barlbat 
mitvah classes windup 

(Cont. from page 1.) 

ism and their families. 
The second group 

raised the same amount 
for the Children's Make-A
Wish ·Foundation, which 
helps children with serious 
illnesses. 

Each made cheque pre
sentations to officials 
representing the two 
different charities at the 
February 28 "learning/ 
presentation evening". 

Shaul Wachsstock, 
Gray Academy's director 
of Judaic studies, said the 
school focused on the impor
tance of giving in the bar/bat 
mizvah classes, coordinated by 
teachers Judi Shuster and 
Sheppy Coodin, because syna
gogues already teach children 
the ritual side of bar and bat 
mitvah preparation. 

"We take another perspec-
ti~~ - the respo~si- RUSS. BOOK demon
bIhty of becom~g strates his skill on the dia
bar and bat mI.tz- blo for parents and fellow 
vah. We try to ~lve bar/bat mitzvah classes 
them .. the . ethIcal students during a mini
teachmgs - how to show with some students 
be a mentsh.". dem~nstrating skills 

Sheldon Mmd~ll, teacher Sheppy Coodin 
the JewIsh taught them. 

. YAVNIELFIELDjugglespins after juggling 
balls - two skills he also learned from teacher 
Sheppy Coodin. 

Foundation of Manitoba's director of endow
ment development, and Randee Pollock and 
Robin Liebermann, co-chairs of the foundation's 
bar/bat mitzvah program, told parents and stu
dents at last week'S gathering about the program. 

. It allows youths to 
make endowments as 
pllrt of their bar and 
bat, mitzvah experi
ence, and once it 

'. ,reaches a certain min
, • jl11urn, "dedde where 

. some of that money 
'. should go. . . 

; Several kids in the 
Gray Academy bar 
and bat mitzvah class 

. capped off the 
. evening, demonstrat
ing skills they learned 
from Sheppy Coodin, 
-who also teaches sci
ence and some Judaic 
studies at the school. 

A series of boys 
demonstrated every
thing from juggling to 
riding unicycles to 
handling a "diablo" -
a plastic wheel rolling 
on an elasticized rope. 

VIA 
ROSA 

As for the value of 
the lessons about giv-- . 
ing their children 
taught them earlier 
that evening, parent 
Orna Stoller said: "I 
found out my child 
learns more and, 
knows more than I 
thought he -did." 

Parent Linda 
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Rabkin added: "We're 
proud of our children 
teaching us about the 
gift of giving. It's a 
very hopeful feeling." 

Student Brandon 
Blank said that for 
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ALEX MINUK and Jonah Brown on unicy
-des after demonstrating their skill on each, 
thanks to teacher Sheppy Coodin, after cir
cling the room. 

- SHELDON BLANK and' his son, Brandon: 
Teaching and learning from his father is 
nothing new, Brandon said. 
him and his dad, lawyer Sheldon Blank, the idea 
of the child teaching the parent is'nothing new. 

"I teach my dad about video games," Brandon 
explained. "He's taught me about law, about 
safety. Basically, your parent always loves you." 

It pays to be a 
paid-up subscriber 
The,Jewish Post & News 
will hold a draw May 31, . 

and all subscribers paid up 
before that date are 

automatically entered 

. Prize: $1000, tax-free 

Call 694-3332 to subscribe 

or pay for 
overdue subscriptions 
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Community news 
• .' ',II ....... ", . Winnipeg lawyer. learn~ng disablities expert Yude Henteleff: 

Israell~sf behind -Canada in integrating special needs youths into regular classrooms 
By MATT BELL AN . ........ '. '. 

Winnipeg Jewish laWyecYude Henteleff has 
won international renown over the years for his 
work on behalf of people with learning. dis-
abilities~ . 

A longtime member of the board of gover
nors of the HebrewUniversity of Jerusalem, 
he's also a passionateZionist. . 

But Henteleff has 'a.. message he thinks 
more Canadian Jews should be aware of: 
When it comes to teaching children with 
special needs in regular class
rooms, Isradischools are far 
behind their Canadian counter
parts. 

staff existing legislation in 
Canada for people with 

learning disabilities. 
"Israel is also far 

behind in terms of legis
lation, and providing 
services, too." 

After that session at 
Tel Hai, he received 
other speaking invita

. tions: one was from the 
Education 

Committee of 
the Knesset, 
Israel's par
liament. 
Another 
came from 
"Bizchut" , 

"Special needsr is a broad 
term, applying to children and 
adults with a wi~e variety of 
physical and mental handicaps. 
Henteleff uses- it-- most often 
when referring to'children with 
"generalized mental disfunc
tion". Years ago, they were 
referred to here as "mentally 
retarded" - a term now out of 
favor here, but still commonly 
used for such youngsters in 
Israel, he notes.· 

, -

the' "central 
organization" 
in Israel for 
organizations 
servmg peo
ple with a 
whole range 
ofdisablities. 

YUDE HENTELEFF: Israel is "far behind" 
Canada "in terms of legislation, and provid
ing services" for children with special needs. 

. Henteleff· also spoke on that topic at ~R.a4Y 
Jewish Community Centre "Music 'N Mavens" 
lecture this week. '. . '. 

,He-focused on a visit he' made to Israel last 
''June for a meeting ·of the board of governors of 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. ' 

During that visit,Henteleff, a co~founder of the 
i'Manitoba ,and Canadian"assoclati6ns';fbr 
;Ctiildren with LearnIn:g'DisaBiIities;"was"ii1§o 
invited to speak at Tel Hai. College in northern 

,.Israel., . , 
"'-'''They have a very unique centre there for per
sons with learning disabilities. !'spent'one and a 
hatf days there, briefing stafLon wh~t's peing 
achieved in Canada fo~ people with leami11.t~is-
abilities, at all levels." ,".. . . ..... • ,.... 

.... Henteleff also discussed with Tel Hai College 

Note to readers 
When pictures with photo captions, stories and 

other announcements appear in boxes, that indicates 
the material inside the box is paid for. Stories with 
headlines in a typestyle other than the one used for 
standard news stories (samples of standard news 
headlines appear with all stories on page 1) are also 
partly or fully paid for. 

Notice to organizations, publicists 
The Jewish Post & News now is charging for pub

licity about upcoming evel1ts running in this newspa
per. 

'. Anyone running a display ad at least "business. 
card size" (2 columns wide by 2 inches deep) publi
cizing a Jewish organizational upcoming event will 
be entitled to up to the equivalent amount of editor
ial space free every time the ad runs. 

• Announcements of synagogue service times run 
for free, but are subject to editing for length. 

• All publicity about upcoming events submitted 
for publication must include the names and address- _ 
es of the individuals authorizing publication, for 
billing purposes. 

• All news releases and announcements published 
in The Jewish Post & News are subjeCt to editing, 
and all references to ticket prices, admission charges 
and phone numbers will be deleted, unless the items 
are authorized to run at the full display advertising 
rate. 

• All news and advertising should be in our office 
by noon, Friday, for the following week's paper. 

• We can't be responsible for the delivery time of 
the paper. You may wish to run your publicity or ad 
at least two weeks in advance of the event. 

" 

Still another invitation came from the "legal 
clinic" of the Faculty of Law at Bar Han 
University, in the greater Tel Aviv area, special
izing in "human rights issues for people with 
disabilities. " 

From data he gathered on previous visits to 
Israel and sessions with the above' groups last 
June, Henteleff learned that "one area signifi
. cantly lagging in Israel is education for children 
with special needs." 

He discovered that of 1.5 milIion children and 
youths in Israeli educational institutions at all 
levels, "10 per cent" are "children with special 
needs". . 

"VAST MAJORITY SEGREGATED IN 
SPECIAL EDUCATION SCHOOLS" 

The vast majority of those 10 per cent are "seg
regated" in "special education schools". It's only 
in those schools that they're entitled to receive 
services under a "general education law" the 
Knesset passed in 1988. 

"Many of those children should be in general 
classrooms" and could operate successfully in 
that enyironment, Henteleff said, based on data 
he received from the Israeli institutions and com
mittees he visited. As in Manitoba and other 
Canadian provinces where special needs young
sters have been integrated for years into regular 
classrooms, non-special needs children in Israel 
would benefit from learning alongside them. 

The Israeli state comptroller also reported, in 
2002, that of" 160,000" special needs children in 
Israel that year, "50,000", or almost one-third, 
received "no services whatsoever". That's 
because "many parents don't want to send their 
children to segregated schools, because they feel 
that's not the place for them." 

In 2002, thanks to pressure from Bizchut, the 
Knesset enacted a "special education law". But 
the Israeli government still failed to allocate 
funds that would ensure Israeli schools that 
accepted special needs children would get the 
services they needed. 

So Bizchut appealed to Israel's High Court, 
and as a result, in the 2005/06 school year, for 
the first time, Israeli schools have been 
"ordered" to provide those services. 

But there's still a "terrible gap" between ser
vices such children can get in "segregated 
schools" and '-'general schools", Henteleff 
learned. 

Bizchut has also established a "special com-

mittee" to work with Israeli Arabs, In Israeli 
Arab schools, the situation for special needs 
children is "even worse", because of a "total lack 
of awareness in the Arab community of their 
rights." 

"DEEPLY-ENTRENCHED ATTITUDES" 
Asked why Israel is so much further behind 

Canada, in integrating special needs students 
into regular classrooms, Henteleff said it's partly 
because of "deeply entrenched attitudes". 

"A lot of those attitudes are still prevalent in 
Canada," he admits. "There's a continuous bat
tle going on here." 

But Canada has a Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms that Israel lacks, and ensures that peo
ple with special needs here are granted services 
as a "right". 

In Israel, in contrast, they're often treated with 
"pity", and there's a widespread attitude that 
they deserve only "charity". 

In fact, the situation there is so much worse 
than here, that a huge network of organizations 
have been set up there over the decades, to battle 
for the rights of people with "generalized mental 
disfunction" and other special physical and men
tal needs. 

Bar Han University'S Faculty of Law has, on 
the other hand, set a world precedent in champi
oning the human rights of people with disabli
ties. It now requires all its third year law students 
to take a course on the human rights of Israelis 
with disabilities and laws that apply to them. 

That faculty has invited Henteleff to return 
there, next fall, to spend a few weeks helping it 
develop more programs in the special needs 
area. 

Henteleff said he's fully aware of Israel's 
financial and 1)1i1itary burdens. . 

But "it's important" for Canadian Jews not 
only to be aware of Israel's relative backward
ness, compared to this country, in providing ser
vices for people with special needs, but to "be of 
assistance." • 

Social workers, psychologists, teachers and 
others specializing in those areas should consid
er volunteering their time for a few weeks, next 
time they're planning a vacation, helping Israeli 
institutions working in those fields. 

"Such Canadians, when they next go to Israel" 
should contact some of the organizations 
Henteleff was in touch with there, "not only to 
give your money - and I hope you will - but to 
see what assistance you can provide them as a 
professional. " 

Next week in 
The Jewish Post & News ..• 

• Harold Micay, born and 
raised here, now living in 
Vancouver, demonstrates 
his mastery of classical 

guitar at Winnipeg 
concert to raise funds for 
memorial scholarship for 

one of his students 

• Brent Sasley analyzes what Russian 
officials' meetings with Hamas leaders 

will mean for Israel 

• Chana Thau profiles another family of 
recent Jewish immigrants to Winnipeg 

Call 694-3332, e-mail us at 
jewishp@mts.net or visit our website, 

www.jewishpostandnews.com 
to subscribe 


