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Behind . the headlines 

Palestinian representative to U.S., 
discusses Ham.as-dominated future 

By LARRY LUXNER, 
WASHINGTON (JTA) -

Afif Safieh, the Palestinian 
representative in 
Washington, had been on the 
job only two and a half 
months when voters in the 
West Bank, Gaza Strip and 
eastern Jerusalem over
whelmingly elected Hamas 
to head the next Palestinian 
government. 

AFIF SAFIEH, the Palestinian repre
sentative in Washington: The Hamas 
victory was "not a landslide ... " Credit: 
Larry LuxnerlJTA. 

"And I'm proud of the 
manner in which these 
heavily monitored 
elections were con-

, ducted," he said. 
Safieh, a polished 

56-year-old intellectu
al from eastern 
Jerusalem 'who has 
served in Geneva, The 
Hague and London, 
would not answer
directly when asked 
whether Hamas might 
replace him. 

Nor did he complete~ 
ly discount the possi
bility that, the State 
Department might 
close down his mission 
altogether. 

The terrorist group, which 
is sworn to Israel's destruc
tion, now controls 74 of 132 
seats in Parliament. Ismail 
Haniyeh, the Palestinian 
Authority's prime minister 
designate, says his govern
ment won't recognize Israel 
or engage in peace talks with 
the Jewish state, despite 
pleas from the United States, the European Union, 
Saudi Arabia and Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas, known as Abu Mazen, to do so, 

A bill backed by the ' 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee and 
cosponsored by Rep.' Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R
Fla.) and Rep. Tom Lantos (D-Calif.) would shut 

None of this makes Safieh's job any easier. "My 
assignment is a tough one, in the sense that I have 
all the duties of an ambassador and more, and I 
represent a people under occupation, yef I don't 
have the privileges," Safieh told JTA in an inter
view. "1 am proud to be Palestinian, even though 
I'm not happy with the results" of the election. 

down the PLO office. " 
The bill's sponsors are negotiating its particu

lars with the administration, and it has yet to be 
considered by any conu:nittee. 

"I have difficulties believing that U.S. legisla
tors or the Bush administration would deprive 
themselves of an authoritative Palestinian voice in 

, Washington," Safieh 
said. 
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MARCH FOR THE MARCH 

MARCH 19, 2006 

THE 2005 MARCH OF THE liVING COMMITTEE [NVITES YOU TO PARTIOPATE [N A 5.5 KILOMETER WALK FROM 
THE HOLOCAUST MONUMNET AT THE LEG[SLATIVE GROUNDS TO THE AsPER JEWISH COMMUNllY CAMPUS. 

10:00-11:30 AM REG[STRATION OUTSIDE THE ADULT LOUNGE 

11:30 AM BUSSES DEPART FROM THE AsPER JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE 

12:00 NOON OPEN[NG PROGRAM AT THE HOLOCAUST MONUMENT 

12:05-1:24 PM THE MARCH-5.6 KM ROUTE 

1:45-2:15 PM REFRESHEMENTS IN THE ADULT LOUNGE 

REGISTRATION 

ON THE DAY OF THE MARCH, PLEASE BRING THE PLEDGE SHEET WITH THE COLLECTED MONEY. PLEDGES WILL 
NOT BE ACCEPTED UNLESS ALL PLEDGE FUNDS HAVE BEEN COLLECTED. 

FOR THOSE WHO DON'T WANT TO OBTA[N PLEDGES, THE COST OF PARTIOPATION [S $10 PER [NDIVIDUAL OR 
$18 PER FAMILY. 

BRING A FRIEND! WEAR BLUE TO SHOW SUPPORT 

FOR MORE [NFORMATION CONACT ROBERTA MALAM AT 477.7502 

"Silencing that voice 
would be so un
American and so un
Christian" that they 
would not do it, he 
added. As for Hamas 
itself, Safieh said 
there's no single factor 
that explains the 
movement's unexpect
ed victory. 

"It was a combina
tion and convergence 
of factors," he said. 
"First of all, I don't 
think Hamas won that , 
decisively. Its parlia-
mentary contingent is 
magnified compared to 
the percentage of votes 
it actually received. 
Although Hamas can
didates were the obvi
ous winners, this was 
not a landslide the way 
some commentators 
have made it out to be." 

Safieh said the fact 
that Fatah was the rul
ing party for 40 years 
- first abroad and then 
back home with the 
birth of the Palestinian 
Authority - "resulted 
in the erosion of its' 
popularity. " 

Also, there was the 
feeling of stagnation 
and the need for 
change. 

Behind the headlines 

Thrkish diplomat from 
Brandeis leaves strong ties 

. with'Israel, U.S. 
By RON KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON 
(JTA) Islamist 
prime minister 
assumes control in 
Turkey. Turkey 
rebuffs Untied States 
on ,Iraq. Six Jews 
killed in synagogue 
bombings in Istanbul. 

Those 2003 head-, 
lines were guaranteed 
to chill the lobbyists, 
diplomats and Jewish 
community profes
sionals who have 
carefully nurtured a 
Turkish-Israeli
American alliance. 

Just three years 
later, however, there's 
a consensus that the 
alliance is stronger 
than ever - thanks in 

OSMAN' FARUK 
LOGOGLU, ambas
sador of Turkey to 
the United States: 
The American 
Jewish. community 
played a critical role 
in, keeping the U.S.
Turkish relationship 
smooth. Credit: Office 
oj Osman Faruk Logogiu. 

no small part to Osman Faruk Logoglu, the 
unassuming Brandeis' graduate who helmed the 
Tur19sh Embassy during a time of potential cri-
sis in the relationship. ' . , 

"What made Ambassador Logoglu successful 
is that he spoke, not only English, but also 
American," said Soner Cagaptay, director of the 
Turkish research program at the Washington 
Irlstitute for Near East Policy, a think tank that 
leans pro-Israel. "It gave him a grasp of the 
country that in a time of crisis made him likeable 
and approachable, that made it go forward." " 

Speaking last January just before the end of his 
four-year term here and of his career as a diplo
mat, Logoglu said the American Jewish commu
nity played a critical role in keepmg the U.S.
Turkish relationship smooth . 

"They are as committed to our relationship 
with the United States as we are to the relation
ship with Israel," Logoglu told JTA. "We pro
vide support and understanding to Jewish con
cerns as they provide support to us in matters of 
our concern in this country." 

As an example, Logoglu cited efforts by the 
Jewish lobby to head off Armenian-American 
attempts to get Congress to declare as genocide 
the mass killings of Armenians in Turkey during 
World War I. . ' 

Leaders of the Jewish community ul1animous
ly return Logoglu's compliment. "To have an 
ambassador of Turkey who was accessible and 
reached out was extremely important for our 
community," said Dan Mariaschin, executive 
vice-president of B 'nai B'rith International, who 
visits Turkey frequently. "Everyone has nothing 
but enormous respect for the man," agreed Barry 
Jacobs, director of strategic studies at the 
American Jewish Committee. 

Logoglu forged a close friendship with Daniel 
Ayalon, the Israeli ambassador to Washington. 
"Ambassador Logoglu is deeply understanding 
of the importance of relations between Turkey 
and Israel and worked tirelessly to strengthen 
relations between Ankara, Jerusalem and 
Washington," Ayalon told JTA. The ambas
sador's low-key, calm approach was crucial. . 

Mariaschin and others say Logoglu's under
graduate years at Brandeis four decades ago 
helped establish his closeness to the Jewish 
comrilUnity and lifelong friendships, with 
American Jews. 
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Focus on issues 

Move over, yentas: Matchmaking for 
the ,Orthodox hits the Internet 

By 
TIGAY 

NEW 
(JTA) 

CHANAN 

YORK 

Bitachon.com is not 
your grandfather's 

, matchmaker .. In fact, 
the online singles site 
isn't even quite like 
some 'of the other 
more modern modes 
of . meeting your 
match, like JDate or 
Match.com. That's 
because Bitachon is 
geared exclusively 
toward Orthodox sin
gles looking for their 

expanded site that, in 
addition to its singles 

, listings, and dating 
discussion areas, 
includes ,forums on 
Jewish family life and 
life cycles, politics, 
parenting. children 
with special needs and 
the Jewish classroom 
and areas for single 

. parents, studen,ts and 
teachers. 

. besherts, or soul-' 
. mates. 

That's why, in addi
tion to gender, age 
and occupation, the 
personal details sec

JENNIFER LANDSBERG BARNES, right, 
and her husband Randy Barnes, left, met on 
Sawyouatsinai.com. Credit: Photo courtesy Jennifer 
Landsberg Barnes. 

The site, which has 
between 8,000-9,000 
users, also includes 
the latest Jewish 
news, strang~ news 
items and an employ
ment section. 

The expansion, said 
the site's creator, 
Rabbi Joshua Wohl, 
isn't taking the site 

tion of Bitachon members' profUes includes a 
space for tribal category, as in Cohen, Levi or 
Yisrael. Bitachon is one of a growing number of 
Web sites focusing on bringing together 
Orthodox singles in an effort to ameliorate what 
some are calling a marriage crisis among 
Orthodox singles. 

Two weeks ago, Bitachon -which was found
ed 10 years ago as a spot for divorced or wid
owed people to meet - relaunched a newly 

away from its matchmaking mission. 
In fact, he says, the whole point of adding new 

content was to draw in a wide array of new visi
tors - visitors who aren't necessarily single 
themselves but who might know someone look-

. ing for a husband or wife and could notice a 
potential match while browsing the site for news 
or a job. "What we wanted to do was to create , 
acti v j ty on the site," 
he said. 

Pollard appeals to U.S. Supreme Court 
in latest effortto end his life sentence 

By MATTHEW E. BERGER 
WASHINGTON (JTA) 

Jonathan Pollard is looking to the, 
U.S. Supreme Court to help him get 
out of prison. ' 

u.s. university community 
blasts tenured professor's 

Holocaust denial 
By PAULINE DUBKIN YEARWOOD 
Chicago Jewish News 

EVANSTON, Ill. (JTA) :- Jews and non-Jews 
from a university community near Chicago 
came together last month to formulate responses 
to the latest brouhaha involving a professor at 
the prestigious school who is one of the coun
try's best-known Holocaust deniers. 

Arthur ~ utz, since 1974 a tenured associate 
professor of engineering at Northwestern 
University, recently opened old wounds by stat
ing on his Web site and in the Iranian press that 
he agreed with Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad's statements that the Holocaust 
was a hoax. He congratulates Ahmadinejad "on 
becoming the first head of state to speak out 
clearly on these issues, and regret only that it 
was not a Western head of state," Butz wrote on 
his Web site, which is on a Northwestern 
University. server. 

Earlier in the month, Northwestem's presi
dent, Henry Bienen, called Butz's remarks "a 
contemptible insult to all decent and feeling peo
ple." The meeting February 7 was convened by 
Adam Simon, director of the Louis and Saerree 
Fiedler Hillel Center at Northwestern. The meet
ing drew about 125 people, most but not all of 
them Jewish, Simon said. In his speech, Simon 
told listeners that "we are not here to talk about 
whether the Holocaust happened" but to discuss 
what positive action could be taken in light of 
the outrage that 'Butz 's latest remarks provoked 
on campus and throughout the Chicago Jewish 
community. 

,Pollard, the former U.S. Navy 
intelligence officer, petitioned the 
high court February 8 to reverse a 
lower court decision' that had 
denied his lawyers access to classi
fied information used to sentence 
:him to life in prison for spying for 
Israel. Pollard's attorneys are seek
ing access to 40 pages of materials, 
in a bid to prove that much of the 
supposed repercussions of his spy
ing never occurred. The lawyers 
believe this information will help 
convince President Bush or future 
presidents to free Pollard. . 

N.C., had earlier tried to get his 
sentence overturned because of 
ineffective counsel,· but a three
judge panel on the Federal Appeals 
Court for the District of Columbia 
Circuit denied that motion last year. 
At tQe same time, the majority 
ruled Pollard's attorneys could not 
receive access to the sensitive 
material, even though they had 
security clearances, because they 
were seeking the docul11ents to pre
pare an 'argument for clemency. 
The judge in the case, David 
Sentelle, had ruled against the peti
tion, saying clemency is the discre
tion of the executive branch. 

Lauer said the appeals court took 
an "extreme view" of the separa
tion of powers between the execu
tive and the judiciary branches of 
government. Lauer estimates that 
only 10 per cent of cases petitioned 
to the Supreme Court are heard. 
But he said the c.ourt may want to 
address the separation of powers 
issue, without addressing the merits 
of the Pollard case. 

WE MAilE THE DISTANCE SHORTER! 

In 1986, Pollard was sentenced to 
life in prison in a spy case that 
roiled U.S.-Israeli relations. 

After several unsuccessful 
attempts to have his sentence over
turned, Pollard and his advocates 
beHeve a pardon is the most viable 
option to get him out of jail. "For 
the time being, this is the remaining 
action in the judiciary sphere," 
Pollard's attorney, Eliot Lauer, told 
JTA. "It's conceivable that we'd do 
something else, but this is the only 
pending approach in the court sys-
tem." , 

Pollard, who is serving his sen
tence in a federal prison in Butner, 

. " , ' 

Even if Pollard's case is heard 
and is victorious, it W04ld remain 
an uphill battle to see the docu
ments. Another lower court, in an 
earlier petition, had also denied 
Pollard's motion to gain access to 
the documents, but on the grounds 
his attorneys did not have a "need 
to know" the content. 
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ONLY AEROSVIT VltRAINIAN AIRLINES 
PROVIDES NON-STOP SERVICE BETWEEN 

TORONTO AND IlIEV, 

AND OFFERS SMOOTH CONNECTIONS TO: MAJOR CITIES IN UKRAINE 

MIDDLE EAST: TEL AVIV 

CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE: MOSCOW, ST. PETERSBURG, RIGA, 

ASIA: DELHI, BANGKOK, BEIJING 

AND MORE 

1.416.961.KYIV 
'l~416.961.S948 

www.aerosvit.com 
Web site ticket ordering 
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