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Backgrounder 

Hamas' options and challenges as,it 'works ,to form a governm,ent 
By GIL SEDAN 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - A. month after Hamas' 
landslide victory in Palestinian legislative elec
tions, the group needs to form a government. 
The question is; what kind? The Islamic funda
mentalist movement controls 74 out of 132 par
liamentary seats. Here are some of the key ques
tions as Hamas,moves forward: 

What are Hamas' options? There are three pos
sible scenarios for a Hamas-Ied government. 

'has not rejected the position outright and that he 
met with Zahar are good indications that' he is 
consiqering accepting it. Hassan Khreish, a 
well-known Fatah activist from Tulkarm, has 
already crossed over as an independent, and was 
appointed deputy speaker of the Parliament 
when the new Hamas~led Parliament to'ok office 
two weeks ago. If this trend continues, it would 
amount to a de-facto split of Fatah. Fatah in fact 
has suffered an internal crisis ever since the 
death ofYasser Arafat last year, and to an extent, 
even before that. 

* Create a national unity government that 
would include Fatah and other Palestinian fac
tions as coalition partners. If this, the apparent 
preference of Hamas, fails, a fallback plan calls 
for the appointment of ,an independent prime. 
minister. This would leave control over 
Palestinian security forces in the hands of Fatah 
leader President Mahmoud Abbas. 
* Form a one-party government. This is not 

Hamas' preference because it lacks the interna
tional credibility and competence to' run the 
authority on its own. 
* Create a cabinet of "technocrats and 

experts," in the words of Ismail Haniyeh, 
Hamas' candidate for the premiership. This 
would include some independent Fatah mem
bers, with whom the world might be mOI:e will-

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas, right, hands an official nomination 
document to Hamas' Ismail Haniyeh, the new 
Prime Minister designate, for the formation 
of his new government in Gaza City, 
February 21, 2006. Abbas formally tasked 
Haniyeh with forming a new government, one 
month after the radical Islamist group mas
sive election victory. Credit: PPOIBP IMagesllTA. 

What if Hamas'fails to recruit outsiders to the 
·cabinet? Some Palestinian analysts believe that 
such a cabinet without non-Hamas members will 
not enjoy public support - despite its parliamen-

. tary backing - and new elections would be 
inevitable. 

How would the cabinet function vis-a-vis 
Abbas? It is a political abnormality in a parlia
mentary system that the legislative and execu
tive powers rest with opposing parties. 

According to Palestinian law, the president has 
extensive powers regarding foreign, internal and 
security relation's. He is the commander-in-chief 
of the security forces. However, even when 
Fatah was in' power, Palestinian' Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas did not dismantle the 
various militias. 

ing to deal. , 
How likely is a national unity' government with 

Farah? Outgoing Prime Minister Ahmed Qurei 
said two weeks ago that chances were slim that 
Fatah would join a government led by Hamas. 
However, in the past few days, this position has 
softened. The party has been engaged in coali
tion negotiations with Hamas. Fatah is tom, in 
effect, between. its parliamentary faction leader 
Azzam aI-Ahmad, who supports a national coali
tion, and members ofthe old guard, who oppose 
the idea vehemently: 

Chances are that Hamas will convince some 
Fatah activists to join its cabinet as independent 
candidates. Hamas would be happy to include' 
Salam Fayyad, the previous government's 
finance minister, in the same position in the new 

Among them are the outgoing foreign minister, 
Dr. Nabil Sha'ath; the outgoing chief negotiator, 
Dr. Sae"\:> Erekat; and security strongman Jibril 
Rajoub. They argue that Hamas got itself into a 
difficult situation. Fatah should not save Hamas 
from its own mess, but rather help accelerate its 
downfall. 

Who is Hamas courting for its cabinet? 

PRINCIPAL 

government, as one 
way to secure contin
ued financial support 
from the West. "There 
is an urgent need to try 
to achieve a general 
understanding, if not a 
consensus, on the 
political and security 
agenda of the coming 
government," Fayyad 
told reporters after 
meeting in Gaza two 
weeks ago with the 
head of the . Hamas 
parliamentary bloc, 
Mahmoud Zahar. 

The fact that Fayyad 

The Calgal)' Jewish Academy (CJA) has an opportunity available for'a 
Principal, ctTectiv~ the 2006-2007 school year. We arc a long established 
Community Jewish Day School. serving 320 students from N1JrScry 
through Grode 9. The CJA has an enviable record ofaeudcmic cxcdlcllcc. 
an exceptionally stable faculty and stun~ is financially sound and enjoys 
strong community support. 

The main expectation orthe PrinCipal will be to provide oUL~tal1ding 
leadership 10 the education program Ihrough the Alberta and Judaic 
curricula oflhe CJA, The Principal will support a strong cOlllmitmenl 
to Jewish education and culture. 

. Candidates will possess: successful experience in tcaching and educational 
leadership, some of which will preferably have been in a Jewish Day School; 
Alberta teaching certification (or eligibility); Graduate degree in education 
preferred; a strong commitment to and passion tor Jewish education; and 
demonstroted interpersonal, communication and management skills. 

Application packages must include a resume, university transcripts; evidence 
of certification and professional refere'nces. 

Please apply asap via e-mail at principalsearch@cja.ab.ca or mail to 
Principalsearch, The Calgary Jewish Academy, 6700 Kootenay Street, S. W .• 
Calgary, Alberta T2V 11'7 and mark "Confidential" on the envelope. 

We thank HII npplicanls for their interest; however, only those considered lor 
interviews will be contacted. 

Israeli election office. 
A spate 

(Coot. from page 1.) of recent 
newspaper articles has been fueling 
the Labor campaign. 

A seven-page spread in the 
Ha'aretz weekend magazine, enti
tled "With a Little Help From His' 
Friends," accuses Olmert of being 
soft on party activists who have ' 
broken the law, of having rich 
donor-friends and of skirting the 
bounds of legality himself on more 
than one occasion. 

It highlights a case that goes back 
to the 1988 elections in which 
Olmert was the Likud's election 
treasurer and the party employed a 
system of covering up illegal dona
tions by providing donors with 
receipts for services never ren-· 
dered. 

Olmert was indicted, but claimed 
he had only been responsible for 
donations abroad, and in 1997 was 
acquitted of any wrongdoing. The 
article fails to pin on Olmert any' 
actual violation of the law, but 
paints a picture of a smooth opera
tor stretching legality to its limits. 

Two more recent allegations 
could have greater impact. Olmert 
is accused of conducting a fIcti
tious arbitration between the Betar 
Jerusalem football club and one of 
its top administrators, enabling the 
administrator to keep $1.1 million 
U.S. he said the club owed him. 
Olmert, according to the allega
tions, signed the arbitration deal 
without checking any of the facts or 
whether. other creditors should 
have had priority. . 

There are also questions about 
the sale of Olmert's Jerusalem 
home to American' billionaire S. 
Daniel Abraham, a Middle East 
peace activist and donor to 

Olmert's political campaigns. 
Was the price of $2.69 million 

U.S. too high, and a means of cam
ouflaging a huge political dona
tion? And is the rent ,the Olmerts 
are paying to Abraham, $2,250 
U.S. a month, to stay on while their 
new house is being renovated, too 
low, and tantamount to another ille- ' 
gal gift? 

Jerusalem estate agents are unan
imous about the house price being 
fair, but most think the rent is too 
low. If so, the question is whether 
the figure was reached in a genuine 
business negotiation or was it part 
of a deliberate kickback? State 
Comptroller Micha Lindenstrauss 
was expected to issue an opinion 
last week. 

Kadima. strategists say if, as 
seeins likely, he finds no wrongdo
ing, the corruption campaign could 
boomerang and actually help 
Olmert's cause. 

Indeed, so far there is no indica
tion that either the Likud or the 
Labor anti-Olmert campaign is 
having any effect. Weekend polls 
show Kadima for the 7th week run
ning with around 40 of the 120 
Knesset seats, Labor with 20 and 
Likud with 15. Those figures are 
exacerbating tensions in both' the 
Likud and Labor camps. 

Internal polls in the Likud show 
that the party would win two more 
seats with former foreign minister 
Silvan Shalom as leader instead of 
Netanyahu. This has led to some 
still-underground calls for a switch 
in the leadership, before the elec
tion. That is highly unlikely. But if 
the Likud under Netanyahu gets 
less than 20 seats, Shalom will 
almost certainly challenge him as 
soon as the post-election dust'set
tles. 
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Personal motives in church attack ignored by politicians, edgy locals 
By DAN BARON 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - It only takes a few 
loose screws to throw Israel's delicate interracial 
mechanism out of whack. 

After years of claiming they were abused by the 
country's social services, an impoverished and 
eccentric Israeli family took welfare protests to a 
new level March 3 by staging an attack on one of 

loaded with fIrecrackers and gas canisters. No one 
was seriously hurt in the ensuing pyrotechnic dis
play, but it sent shockwaves through the mostly 
Arab city, whose residents have been wary of 
Jewish violence since an off-duty soldier went on 
a shooting spree last year, according to a church 
clergyman. . 

Christianity's holiest sites. 
Haim Eliahu. Havivi and' his Christian wife, 

Violette, accompanied, by their daughter Odelia, 
20, entered the Basilica of the Annunciation in 
Nazareth, pushing a baby stroller that they had 

. "The worshipers thought it was a terrorist attack 
and scattered," Father John Muscat said. Before 
the truth could be determined, thousands of angry 
locals converged on the shrine, as did scores of riot 
police. The would-be lynch mob was beaten back, 
and s(!veral of its ringleaders were injured. A 

Olmert plays down Hamas threat 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Hamas does not' threaten Israel's existence, 

Ehud Olmert said. "Hamas does not scare us. Hamas is not a threat to our 
existence," the Israeli interim prime minister said February 27 in a speech 
to retired military top brass. "Hamas is a sworn enemy, and if there is need 
to fight it, we will know how to do so with all the might, resourcefulness 
and courage at our disposaL" Olmert added that he hopes Mahmoud Abbas 
would not step down as Palestinian Authority president. 

Iran offers P.A. funding . 
.JERUSALEM (JTA) - Iran reportedly pledged to donate $250 million 

U.S. to the Palestinian Authority. The London-based Arabic newspaper Al
Hayat reported February 28 that Tehran made the offer to offset Palestinian 
Authority funding that was lost following Hamas' election victory:Hamas 
officials confirmed the Iranian overtures but had no immediate word on the 
amount of money involved. The West fears that Iran could exploit the cur
rent cash crisis in the West Bank and Gaza Strip to expand its hard-line 
influence among Palestinians. 

Educational policy overturned 
JERUSALEM (JTA) .... Israers top court rescinded a government edu

cational program; saying it discriminated against Arabs. The HighCourt,of 
Justice on February 27 found in favor of a petition arguing that the 2002 
policy guaranteeing extra educational subsidies to "national priority" com
munities unfairly favored Jews. Of some 500 villages and towns listed 
under the category, only two were predominantly Arab, despite that sec
tor's generally underprivileged conditions. The ruling is expected to be 
used by Israeli Arab lobbyists to oppose other state policies seen as dis
criminatory. 

General cancels U.K. visit 

police patrol car was 
torched. 

Throughout, a lightly 
injured Havivi and his 
family remained under 
guard in the grotto 
until they could be 
spirited away to a safe 
lock-up, disguised as 
policemen. "I have 
nothing against 
Christians," Havivi, 
43, told investigators. 

Indeed, his wife is a 
Christian, a fact that, 
for many of Israel's 
Arab citizens, should 
have taken some of the 
sting out of the inci
dent. So should the fact 
that the couple had for 
years mounted spec
tacular demonstrations 
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in a bid to recover three children they said had 
been unfairly taken into state custody. 

But on March 4, several thousand took part in a 
protest march in Nazareth that was led by Israeli 
Arab lawmakers. Ahmed Tibi of the Islamic 
Arabic Union called the church attack part of the 
"sickness and insanity that affects the far-right in 
the country and leads it to attack Arabs." Some in 
Israel sensed a cynical attempt by Israeli Arab par
ties to shore up voter support ahead of the March 
28 election. 

Interim Prime Minister Ehud Olmert condemned 
the Havivis' actions, but pointed out that they did 
not reflect on the state. "The State of Israel, since 
its founding, has scrupulously upheld freedom of 
worship and freedom of religion and full tolerance 
toward the institutions of the religions active in the 
country," he told fellow Cabinet members March 
5. "We are in a delicate period in which there is 
always the temptation to exploit events of this sort 
for purposes that 1lfe not relevant." 

That did not stop Olmert's election rival, Labor 
leader Amir Peretz, from making a: visit to 
Nazareth. "The Middle East is a most complex 
region, in which just a match is enough to set off a 
huge conflagration," he said. "Even if in this case 
we are talking about a family of crazies, they must 
be subject to severe penalties in order to pass a 
message that no madman carries out his madness 
on a sacred place." 
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JERUSALEM (JTA) - An Israeli army general canceled a sabbatical in 
Britain out of concern he could be prosecuted by pro-Palestinian groups. 
Brig. Gen. Aviv Kochavi, a former commander of Israeli forces in the Gaza 
Strip, indefinitely postponed his trip last week on the advice of the judge 
advocate general, security sources said. He was to have spent a year study
ing at a British defence college. Israel has been on high alert for legal risks 
faced by its top brass in Europe after another former Gaza commander, 
Doron Almog, narrowly escaped arrest and prosecution on "war crimes" 
charges in London last year. 
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Israeli population tops 7 million 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel's population is believed to have passed the 

7 million mark. Ma'ariv reported February 28 that the population now 
stands at around 7.1 million, based on extrapolating from its size at the end 
of 2005 - 6.99 million - and an annual growth rate of 1.7 per cent. 
According to the government's Central Bureau of Statistics, 76 per cent of 
Israelis are Jewish, 20 per cent are Arabs and the remainder are naturalized 
foreign workers or immigrants not considered Jewisl1 by Jewish law. 
Israel's population is projected to pass 10 million in 2024. 

E.U. releases funds to Palestinians 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - The European Union announced it would 

release $142 million U.S. in emergency funding for the Palestinian 
Authority. The announcement February 27 came amid reports that the 
Palestinian Authority could collapse financially within two weeks. In a let
ter leaked to the media last week, James Wolfensohn, appointed by the 
"Quartet" of international peace mediators to assess the Palestinian 
Authority'S prospects after last year's Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza 

, Strip, urged the Quartet to fmd a solution to the P.A. 's financial crisis. 
Hamas visit to Russia confirmed 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - Russian offiCials confirmed that Hamas leaders 
would visit Moscow on March 3. The Russian news agency Itar-Tass quot
ed a Russian Foreign Ministry spokesman February '27 saying the visit 
would go forward. Russia angered Israel and the United States by inviting 
the group in the wake of its landslide victory last month in Palestinian leg- . 
islative elections. 
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FOR RENT 

TIFFANY TOWERS 
1179 GRANT 

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and 
Penthouse su~es aeross 

from Grant Park S.C. 
includes'all util. & laundry. 

Bale., p:lOl, heated undergrd. 
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FOR SALE 

PRIVATE SALE 
2000 Sinclair Street 

2 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 
eat in knchen, insune laundry, 
5 appliances, underground 
parking, spacious balcony, 

and much more. 
$165,900,00 
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