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Comment 

Canadian scholars concerned about future of Je.wish Heritage Centre archives 
We are Canadian scholars who are deeply 

concerned about the future of what we believe 
is the organized Winnipeg Jewish' community'S 
most important contribution to Canadian 
Jewish life, namely the archives of Jewish 
Heritage Centre of Western Canada. Some of 
us, familiar with what has been done in other, 
larger cities such as Montreal and Toronto are 
impressed with the treasures located here in 
Winnipeg. It was in this community that the 
documentation of the Jewish experience was 
begun over 30 years ago with the founding of 
the Jewish Historical Society of Western 
Canada. The oral· histories collected are invalu
able, as they provide a sense of the lived expe
rience that is unique. For those of us interested 
in documenting the rich and varied life of Jews 
in Canada, research at the archives in the 
Heritage Centre is a goldmine. Where else can 
we here the voice of someone like Faivel 
Simkin, born in 1885, describing conditions in 
Czarist Russia and his life in Winnipeg? Simkin 
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published the "Yiddishe Vorl", The Israelite 
Press was one of the founders of the Peretz 
Scho~l in 1914 and describes the extraordinary 
community these impoverished iminigrants cre
ated in the early years of the 20th century. The 
collection in the archives with its newspapers, 
photographs, documents is wonderful. The 
exhibits, the conferences, and the publications 
based on the archive's materials and organized 
through the Heritage Centre have been out
standing. 

It must be a priority of the Jewish community 
of Winnipeg to preserve the records held at the 
archive of the Heritage Centre and to ensure 
that the archive can continue collecting docu
ments that will, in the eras to come, bear wit
ness to Jewish life .in Manitoba. and Western 
Canada. Failing to support the archives in this 
mission means destroying and obliterating his
torical memory. Every document that the 
archive cannot collect and preserve in the com
ing years is likely to be irreversibly lost. In the 
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past, Jewish communities have often made 
great efforts to preserve their records while fac
ing persecution and destruction. It would be 
irresponsible and 'unforgivable if the documents 
that attest to the vitality of Jewish politics and 
Jewish religious life of twentieth-century 
Manitoba Jewry would perish due to neglect. 
Support for human rights of Jews and non-Jews 
is a worthy project, but in cannot come at the 
expense of a community'S ability to preserve its 
own records. The archives of the Jewish 
Heritage Centre. of Western Canada must 
remain intact and in full operation. We trust that 
the funders and responsibie decision makers of 
the Jewish community of Winnipeg will, like 
their forebears, honor the Jewish commitment 
to history and memory and will not forget the 
motto of the Heritage Centre: 

"Without our history, we have no future. 
Together, we can ensure our heritage is pre

served _. the greatest gift we can give to future 
generations." 
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Humor 

The lighter side of being a Jewish parent 

H alacha (Jewish Law) te.a ches that a fetus 
becomes a person - a nefesh (not a neb
bish) when the head emerges from the 

womb. Although the fetus has great value 
because of its potential as a human being, it 
gains full human status only at birth. More mod
ern Jewish ways suggest that full human status is 
achieved only after graduation from Medical 
School. 
. Oy, we have such expectations for our chil

dren! Did you know that there is a special cate
gory in Intel1igence Testing for Genius - It's 
defined as an Average Child with Jewish par
ents! Along with the high expectations, we also 
have very high regard for our children - admir
ing them, and encouraging them to fill the big 
Gucci shoes that we buy forthem (ok, in today's 
times, it's Nike, DC, & Uggs.). 

I think that we are one of the few groups that 
are both family-oriented and devoted to our chil
dren. Although many Mediterranean cult!lres are 
family oriented, they are more authoritarian and 
Patriarchical. In contrast, Jewish families are 
much more Matriarchical, and eventually, they 
become Pediarchical (or, childriarchical - nei
ther are real words). 

We 'seem to have a lot in common with 
Chinese families in this regard. We get together 
as an extended family on Friday nights; Chinese 
families fill the huge round tables at Dim Sum 
on Sundays. Maybe that is why both cultures 
have such an incredible focus on food, and why 
we both have such yummy dishes. For those of 
us who cut molars on Won Tons and whose first 
bits of real food were rice and consomme soup -
you may recall that if you were desperate. for a 
minyan on a Sunday night, you only had to ven
ture to the Shanghai Restaurant, and your 
minyan was readymade. 

So what is it about Jewish people that we are 
so "tribe-oriented" (I guess that descriptor 
answers the question, thank you Jacob) and so 
child-focused? And why do our children become 
so devoted to us Jewish parents in spite of the 
fact that we are such drey kops (as Isaac looks up 
at Avraham Avinu at the altar, and says "when I 
said I would sacrifice anything for you pa, I did-
n't mean this!"). . 

Do you think that G-d set this whole thing up 
with the altar scene, followed by the Charleton 
Heston scene where he's standing on the 
Mountain with two tablets - one of which reads 
"Honor Thy Mother and Thy Father"? Maybe so. 
There are three major father-son relationships in 
the Torah (Abraham-Isaac; Isaac-Jacob; Jacob
Joseph), all of which were very loving, despite 
some complicating issues in each of them. 

And we are constantly reminded by their sto
ries that our behavior powerfully affects whole 
generations to come. So maybe that is why we 
elevate our children to such a high stature, and 
treat them like they are the bosses of our future. 

It starts off at an early age - most of us spend 
hours watching our infants sleep, interpreting 
every facial gesture generated by gas as a 
"smile" and kvelling. My father's cousin Willy 
relayed a story about the love that his mother had 
for him. Willy recalled that when he returned to 
visit Winnipeg as an adult, his mother would 

. insist that he take a nap, and would then take 
great pleasure in watching him sleep. Such 
nachas!!! ! 

As toddlers grow, we lavish them with praise, 
and attribute wonderful qualities to them. On the 
first day of Kindergarten, a Jewish mother is 
preparing her son, "bubbela", for school. She 
says, "You're going to be the best student 

'There goes my little doctor' 

such a young age! 
We aren't all that foolish, you know. There is a 

significant amount. of research showing the 
power of positive thinking, and the reality of 
self-fulfilling prophecies. So when we continue 
to designate our children with an honorable pro
fession, chances are they will rise to that occa
SIOn. 

How many children are fascinated with flush
ing toilets - and do we ever say "there goes my 
little plumber" (not that plumbing is a dishonor
able occupatiori; in fact these days, many urolo
gists wish that they had become "real" 

. plumbers). 
No wonder there is a preponderance of bril

Jiant professional Jews in the world. No wonder 
Jewish people are highly over-represented in the 
popUlation of Nobel Peace Prize winners. No 
wonder many of the doctors in the city happen to 
be Jewish. It's no coincidence. 

In my parenting classes, I usually warn parents 
about the hazards of "spoiling" their children by 
rewarding negative and obnoxious behavior 
rather than reinforcing positive behavior and 
lavishing them with love. The other approach I 
take is to remind parents that the Earth revolves 
around the sun - not their children. Sometimes, 
in the act of raising our children to such a high 
status, we forget that they are not the only bril
liant people in the world. 

Children playing doctor: Jewish parents have 
a tradition of deep devotion to their children. 

And when the little "bubbela" hits the harsh 
realities of Kindergarten, the confusion and 
blows to the ego can be earth-shattering. 
Eventually, each of our "little bubbelas" are 
taught to "be menschen", and by the time they 
become bar or bat mitzvahed, they have usually 
figured it out. And that is why, no matter how 
much we make fun of "Jewish parents", deep 
down we know that they must be doing some
thing right! 

bubbela ... and don't worry bubbela, I bought 
you nice new designer pants; you'll have the best 
pants in the class ... and don't worry bubbela, I 
packed you a vonderful lunch ... and so on". 
When the little boy comes home, the mother says 
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"S 00 0000000 ...-----------------------, 
bubbela, vat did you 
learn today?" He 
frowns and says "I 
learned that my name 
isn't bubbela ....... .it's 
David!" 

The indulgence con
tinues, but only until 
grade school. Once a 
child hits Grade 1, 
s/he becomes "my lit
tle Einstein" (thank g
d Einstein was 
Jewish!). And soon, 
we have a profession 
picked out for our 
children, based, of 
course, on their inter-
eSb. . 
If they like Lego, 

they . become "the 
. Engineer"; if they like 

dress-up, there goes 
"my little Interior
Designer"; if they use 
a lot 'of big words ... 
"who's my little 
Professor"; if they 
spend a lot of time 
exploring their bodies, 
there goes my "little 
Doctor". No wonder 
so many Jewish boys 
are deemed doctors at 

Parenting the Preschooler 
Group for Parents of Children 

Ages 1-6 
Three group sessions address topics such as: 
*bedtime, and teaching your child to sleep through the night; 
*the time to start with 'discipline' and how to encourage positive 
behaviour; 
*developing an awareness of developmentally appropriate behaviour; 
*managing sibling rivalry; 
*helping your child overcome separation anxiety; 
*understanding your child's anxieties. and fears; 
*encouraging verbal skill development and enhancing cognitive devel-
opment. '. . 

Tuesdays, February 7'''. 14'''. and 21 s. 
9:30 a.m. - 11 :00 a.m. or 1 :30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

or 
Tuesdays, March 7.h, 14·h, and 21st 

9:30 a.m. - 11 :00 a.m. or 1 :30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
or 

Tuesdays, April4'h, l1·h, and 18·h • 

9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. or 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. 

Dr. Cathy Moser & Associates 
3-1250 Waverley Street, Winnipeg, MB 

Phone (204) 477-8555 Fax (204) 487-4248 

Facilitated by: Cathy Moser, Ph.D. (Clinical Psychologist) . 
Ramona Thomson, M.A., S-LP (Speech Language Pathologist) 

Peggy Alto, M.Sc., S-LP (Speech Language Pathologist) 

**Costs May be Covered by Extended Health Care Benefits 


