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A mitzvah for a friend 
Master cl~ssical guitarist H~rold Micay performs at memorial concert for David Bellan, donates his fee 

ed fugues dramaticallyanq passionately, mak
By MATT BELL AN .. f!S~t~UIl!W,.g):l8,a mourning human 

P
la~ing classical 
gmtar was my 
cousin David 

Bellan's main passion 
in life. 

He showed talent 
even as a youngster. 
His mom, Marge 
BeHan, remembers 
him playing guitar 
impressively for 
hours at their cottage 
at Winnipeg Beach at 
age 13, without ever 
looking at a note of 
sheet music. 

, "',' - :,.;:.;;-','.' ',. '- .\,:' ", 

,'.c.. .perl6~~~~~9f: .. Sid Robinovitch's "Kol 
····.:·Nidre" was'exciti,i).g·~~·especially for anyone who 
.... 'hasn'fheardmtith of his musiC before. 
·;Itbegins, willI the traditional "Kol Nidre" 

theme, and Cc;>ntinues with variations of that 
familiar music. 

David BeHan got a 
Bachelor of 
Education from the 
University of 
Manitoba, a degree 
from the Faculty of 

HAROLD MICAY on guitar with Cheryl 
Pauls on piano, performing "Concierto de 
Aranguez" at the "Memorial Concert for 
David BeHan" and in inset photo at bottom 
right. 

Music there, and another in . music from 
Mennonite Brethern College. 

He moved to Vancouver, started a teaching 
career there in music and other subjects, and per
fanned here part-time, professionally for two 
years. But cancer of the lymph nodes shortened 
his career and ultimately his life, and he died in 
November, 2004 at the tragically young age of 
46. 

On March 4, classical guitarist Harold Micay, 
another lewish former Winnipegger now living 
in Vancouver, performed for a near-capacity 
crowd at a "David BeHan Memorial Concert" at 
the Planetarium Auditorium. 

Presented by the Winnipeg Classical Guitar 
Society, it was designed partly to raise money for 
a $1000 annual scholarship in David's name, to 
. be awarded to a promising music student here. 

A longtime friend of David's, Micay, who 
started playing guitar at age 10, recalled first 
teaching him at the Micay cottage at Winnipeg 
Beach. . 

Micay's performance without pay at the near
ly-twa-hour concert, first solo, and later, with a 
piano accompanist, was spellbinding. 

Seated with his legs 
apart, his left foot on a 
footrest, his eyes 
half-shut, he played 
challenging classical 
music from a wide 
variety of composers 
totally by heart. 

The pieces ranged 
from music by Bacnand Mozart to local 
renowned composer Sid Robinovitch and others. 

Micay, who's performed over the years with 
symphony orchestras, introduced several of the 
works at the March 4 concert, putting them into 
historical context. He noted that two were 
"me~orial elegies" - especially suitable for that 
evemng . 

J.S. Bach's "Chaconne (partita #2 for violin 
BWV 1004)" covers "a range of emotions," Micay 
explained to the crowd. "It connects the variations 
so smoothly, you don't know they are variations." 

"In the last 20 years, scholars have figured out 
that Bach was a very private man." He wrote one 
part of "Chaconne" after his wife die<;!. 

Micay performed the composition's complicat-

"La Rosa" and "EI Rey", two Sephardic songs 
Robinovitch composed, followed. Micay 
brought out the distinctively Spanish richness of 
both compositions. 

For "Concierto de Aranjuez" by J. Rodrigo, 
which Micay later acknowledged his mom sug
gested he perform, Micay had piano accompani
ment by Cheryl Pauls. 

The piece ranged in tempo from quick, with 
spirit to slow, to moderately fast. 

Pauls managed to accompany Micay on a 
grand piano without ever drowning out the 
sound of the guitar. . 

One movement, where Pauls raced up and 
down the keyboard, trilling the notes, accompa
nied by Micay doing the guitar equivalent, was 

. exquisite - like rain pattering on a window. 
This concert served as a reminder that there's 

nothing like music to draw out the emotions of 
an audience, especially in memory of the dead. 

It was also another reminder of Harold 
Micay's brilliant musicianship, and his generos
ity in memory of a friend. He donated to the 
Winnipeg Classical Guitar Society his fee from 
the concert and from sales of his CDs. at that 
event. The society will use part of that for the 
David. Bellan Memorial Scholarship. 

Anyone wishing to make a donation to the 
above scJ:zolarship fund can send it to the 
Winnipeg Classical Guitar Society, a registered 
non-profit organization, at P.O. Box 3037 
Winnipeg, ME R3C 4E5. 

German memorial on Nazi 
meeting updated with help 

of Soviet archives 
By TOBY AXELROD 

BERLIN (JTA) - The fall of the former 
Soviet Union has helped launch a new 
exhibit at the site where the Nazis decid

ed on the genocide of European Jewry. 
Among the items on display at the Memorial 

and Educational Site of the Wannsee Conference 
is a memo from Secret Security Police Chief 
Reinhard Heydrich - written days after he 
chaired the 1942 Wannsee Conference - refer
ring to the "total solution to the Jewish question" 
that he was charged to carry out. The memo was 
found in a Latvian archive, consulting historian 
Peter Klein said. The KGB archive in MoscoW 
also yield~d information about the role in the 
genocide of .police battalions and the' Gestapo, 
memorial director Norbert Kampe said. 

The overhaul is one of several major renova
tions in recent years that have changed the ~and
sc.ape of remembrance in Germany: The reopen
ing marked the 64th anniversary of the notorious 
conference, and· was one of several events 
!U'ound Germany's Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, January 27. 

The updated Wann~ee exhibit - it originally 
opened in 1992 ~ includes newly unearthed doc
uments and consists of flexible elements that 

. will be easy to update. The project cost some 
$730,000 U.S., covered by the federal govern-
ment and an educational lottery. . . 

. . 
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Passover feature 

Forget the four cups of wine: 
Film's patriarch rolls through seder 
By TOM 
TUG END 

Lo S 
ANGE
L E S 

(JTA) - Just in 
time for 
Passover 
comes the·· 
comedy 
"When Do We 
Eat?," present
ing your typi-
cal Jewish 
family, the 
Stuckmans, 
assembled for a 

A scene from the film, 'When Do We Eat?' Credit: 
Think Film Company. 

. warm seder celebration. 
As the program notes put it, 

"Even though the Stuckmans gath
er for a Passover seder, this could 

. be any family with any back
ground." Here is the portrait of 
"any" family: 

* Father Ira has a hair-trigger 
temper, a constant stomach prob
lem he insists is heartbum, and 
makes a nice living manufacturing' 
Christmas omaments. 

* Long-suffering mother Peggy 
has had a tent built. outside the 
house and roasted a lamb on an out
side spit "just like Moses" so that 
her fervently Orthodox son can eat 
at the seder. 

* Daughter Nikki is a profession
al sex surrogate who, with dad's 
financial backing, is branching out 
into cybersexdevices for the home
bound. 

* Son Ethan, a former high-tech 
entrepreneur who went bust, 
recently became Chasidic. 
. The glowingly spiritual young 

man splits his time between talking 
about the Rebbe and God and deal
ing with old sexual tensions with 
his second cousin Vanessa, who 
spends most of the seder talking on 
her cell phone. 

* Jennifer, Ira's daughter from a 
previous marriage, is a lesbian who 
brings along her African-American 
companion Grace. Wearing a large 
crucifix, Grace tries desperately to 
infuse some spirituality into the 
proceedings. 
* Teenage son Zeke is a stoner, 

and has just picked up a tab of 
Ecstasy cut with LSD, called 
"touch-of-God X." 
* Youngest son Lionel is autistic. 

His father insists he's an "idiot 
savant" because of his high video 
game scores. 
* Grandfather Artur, descended 

from six generations of hat makers, . 
frequently extolls the virtues of 
Ira's siblings and mother, all killed 
in the Holocaust, usually to imply 
his disappointment in Ira. 

All in all, a. well-adjusted clan, 
which quickly goes about smashing 
the seder plate and pretty much 
everything else in the large back
yard tent where the celebration is 

taking place . 
Early. on, Zeke senses the 

impending storm, and slips his 
Ecstasyinto his father's antacid. Ira 
starts seeing biblical visions, 
including a cantorial trio and a 
cameo appearance by Moses. 

Inspired by the visions, Ira fan
cies himself a second Mbses com
manded to lead his bickering tribe 
into a place of harmony. The fami
ly members, however; are not easi
ly led by the cantankerous, flawed 
and clearly high patriarch; 

Up to the beginning of these hal
lucinations, the film is hard to beat 
as an exercise in unabashed vulgar
ity. 

One redeeming feature of the 
enterprise is the setting of the seder 
table, drawn from the illustrations 
of Artur Szyk's well-known 
Haggadah. 

"When Do We Eat?" brings back 
somber memories of "It Runs in the· 
Family," the short-lived 
Kirk/Michael Douglas movie of 
three years ago. That one also fea
tured three generations of a Jewish 
family, the Gombergs, who are as 
dysfunctional as theStuckmans,. 
but obscenely rich to boot. 

By coincidence,· the Gombergs· 
also have a seder from hell but 
somehow are brought to under
standing and love.atthe fadeout. . 

After the sad experience of the 
Douglas film, which sank without a . 
trace despite a big-name cast, it 
took a certain· foolhardy courage 
for director Salvador Litvak, who 
co-wrote the script with his wife 
Nina Davidovich,· to tackle the 
same story line and antics in this 
film. 

Among the better-known actors 
trying to extract some measure of 
credibility from the general hyste
ria are Michael Lemer as the father, 
Lesley Ann Warren as his wife and 
Jack Klugman - who played 
Oscar in 'television's "The Odd 
Couple" - as the grandfather. 

Other family members and guests 
include Meredith Scott Lynn, Bhiri . 
Appleby, MilL Avital, Ben 
Feldman, Adam Lamberg, Max.· 
Greenfield, Cynda Williams and 
Mark Ivanir. 
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WJT PRESENTS THE "STATE" OF ISRAEL 

The Winnipeg Jewish 
Theatre continues to cele
brate its 18th (ChaO season 

. with VIA DOLOROSA, March 
22-26 at the Bemey Theatre. 

In VIA DOLOROSA, 
acclaimed playwright and jour

. millst David Hare describes his 
joumey to Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, 
and Gaza and his conversations 
with both Arabs and Jews. He 
experiences first-hand thejr pas
sionate beliefs and. the seemingly 

. unsolvable contradictions of 
faith, hope, and mistrust. His 
honest description of his experi
ence brings this play to life with 
vivid images, intellectual and 
emotionally charged debate, and 
surprisingly, humour. 

"The play deals with what it's 
like for someone whose faith has 
never been tested to go to a place 
where faith is absolutely every
thing," explains director and 
WJT Artistic Director, Mariam 
Bemstein. "Through this theatri
cal biographical journey, the 
playwright doesn't take sides 
between Israeli and Arab, 
Orthodox or secular Jew, but 
rather illuminates the maddening 
complexity of the situation.· 
Hare's objective is to incite 
debate on the issues; he leads us 
to examine our own beliefs and 
what we're doing to make them a 
reality." 

W JT hopes that our audiences 

will delve further into these 
issues by joining us in the Talk 
Back sessions after the perfor
mances. 

"In addition to our excitement 
in presenting thisthought-pro
voking production, we are also 
thrilled that fonner Winnipegger 
Michael Spencer-Davis plays 
the role of David Hare," notes 
WJT's Executive Producer, 
Marla Aronovitch. "This versa
tile actor brings 20 years per
forming experience to this role. 
Adept at playing multiple roles, 
his British background gives him 
an understanding of David Hare. 
While we meet over 30 charac
ters in 90 minutes, it is Hare's 
story we follow and Michael is 
ideally suited for the role." 

Michael has previously appeared 
with WJT in the national tour of 
SIBS. Recent work includes 
UNLESS at the Belfry, BLITHE 
SPllJT at The Citadel, THE FILE 
at Toronto's Summerworks 
Festival and A MIDSUMMER 
NIGHT'S DREAM for the 
Oakville Festival of Classics. 
Other select credits include HUM
BLE BOY at MTC, DINNER 
WITH FRIENDS at STC, A 
PHOENIX TOO FREQUENT and 
PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN 
WORLD for Touchmark Theatre 
and other plays. 

For tickets, call the number in 
the ad below .. 

~JTj March 22-26 
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DIRECTED 8Y 

Mariam Bernstein 
FEATURINC 

Michael Spencer·Davis 
as David Hare 

SET &. COSTUM£ DESICiN 

Leanne Foley 
lICHTING DESleN 

Hugh. Conacher 
ORIGINAL MUSIC 

Danny Carroll 
$TAC£ MAN"C£R 

Michelle Lagasse 

VIA 
BY David Hare 

Berney Theatre 
12.3 Doncaster Street 

Call for ti,ckets. 

477-7478 
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