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Canadian Jewish news 

U.S. 'will always be by Israel's side,' Clinton. says. 
By RON CSILLAG '. 

TORONTO'- The United States' relationship 
with Israel will be "solid for a long time to 
come," former U.S. President Bill Clinton, told 
supporters of the Friends of the ~im~n 
Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust StudIes m 
Toronto March 5. 

"No matter what happens, we will always be 
there by Israel's side," the 42nd American presi
dent told some 1,800 people attending the sold- , 
out Spirit of Hope Benefit at the Toronto 
Performing Arts Centre. 

"We're not about to allow Hamas or anyone 
else destroy Israel." 

BILL CLINTON, 
former U.S. presi
dent: "We're not 
about to allow. 
Hamas or anybody 
else destroy Israel." 

the destruction 
Israel." 

of 

Clinton earned 
applause when he said . 
the west should sus
pend financial aid to 
Hamas until it 
renounces terror· and 
recogni~es Israel. 
Democracy, he said, 
"is more than about 
winning a race. It's 
also about the rule of 
law, minority rights 
and the renunciation 
of extra-legal violence 
against civilians. 

But there's reason 
for hope,he said. 

In a 40-minute extemporaneous talk that was 
warmly received, Clinton touched.on many top
ics, including the Middle East, the growing in~er
dependence of the world, and the deadly nots 
that followed publication of Danish editorial car
toons depicting the Muslim Prophet Muhamma~. 

Among those is attendance were Ontano 
Attorney General Michael Bryant, Toronto 
Mayor David Miller, federal NDP Leader Jack 
Layton and Ontario Opposition Leader John 
Tory. 

The former presi
dent cited a poll taken one week after the election 
that showed 73 per cent of Palestinians wanted 
Hamas to renounce terror and 82 per cent wanted 
it to make peace with Israel. 

Clinton said he "sympathized" with the reason 
Palestinians voted for Hamas in recent parlia
mentary elections because the average 
Palestinian is worse off now than a decade ago. 

"These are' big numbers," he said. "Most 
Palestinian people want to work this out." 

Only four per cent wanted sharia law in the ter
ritories, he noted. 

"They cast a vote for something more immedi
ate and tangible. I get that. But that doesn't mean 
we can ignore a core commitment to terror and 

Hamas' offer to have international humanitari
an aid monitored should also be spurned, Clinton 
said. . 

"It's like saying, 'I'll spend your money and I'll 
get somebody else to 
buy guns· and make 
bombs.' That's a bad 
deal. I support the 
pbsition of all govern
ments who decline to 
participate in this." 

School boards limit access 
to co'ntroversial book 

By PAUL LUNGEN 
TORONTO - School boards in 

Ottawa, Windsor and Niagara 
Region are joining the York 
Region District School Board in 
limiting access to a controversial 
children's book on the Mideast 
conflict that critics say demonizes 
Israeli soldiers and glorifies sui
cide bombers. 

The District School Board of 
Niagara announced two weeks ago 
it had advised teachers, principals 
and librarians that the book, Three 
Wishes, Palestinian and Israeli 
Children Speak, may not be suit
able for students in grades 4, 5 and 
6, While the book will remain in 
the district's library inventory, chil
dren who request it may find the 
librarian directing them to other 
books. The librarian might also 
inform the student's parents about 
the book's sensitive contents before 
providing it, the St. Catharines 
Stcindard reported. 

In the capital region, meanwhile, 
the Ottawa-Carleton Catholic 
School Board decided it would not 
stock the book and won't make it 
available to students who request it. 

The Greater Essex County 
District School Board decided to 
allow the book to remain on library 
shelves, but it's restricting access to . 
it to students in Grade 7 and up. 
David Lynn, superintendent of edu
cation for the Windsor-area board, 
told the Windsor Star "some of the 
comments [i~ Three Wishes] would 
be somewhat disturbing· to a stu
dent who doesn't understand the 
context of what the children in 

Israel and Palestine are experienc
ing. " 

The country's largest board, the 
Toronto District School Board, 
announced 'it is considering a rec
ommendation that would require 
students in grades 4 and 5 to pre
sent a parent's note indicating they 
are aware their child would like to 
read Three Wishes. The book would 
remain available without a note to 
students in Grade 6. 

The moves came after Canadian 
Jewish Congress distributed a letter 
to school boards across the 
province raising concerns' that 
Three Wishes is inappropriate for 
youngsters in grades 4 through 6. 

The book is one of 10 non-fiction 
nominees offered to students by the 
Ontario Library Association (OLA) 
as part of the prestigious Silver 
Birch Award recreational reading 
program. The books in the Silver 
Birch program are not part of 
school curricula, but are made 
available to students on a voluntary 
basis· as part of an after-school 
reading program. Students in 
grades 4 to 6 vote on their 
favourites at. the end of the pro-
gram. 

Three Wishes, by anti-war author 
Deborah Ellis, is largely based on 
conversations with Israeli and 
Palestinian . children. Concerns 
were first raised about the book by 
York Region teacher Sarah 
Burakowski, who said it demonizes 
Israeli soldiers and presents suicide 
bombing as a viable life choice. 

Reprinted with permission, 
Canadian Jewish News. 

The "whole pur
pose" of the peace 
process is to guarantee 
both sides security, 
and "we can't go 
down that road unless 
that's part of the deaL" 

Clinton, who was 
president from 1992 
to 2000, said he was 
"shocked and pro-

, foundly disappointed" 
over recent riots in the 
Muslim world in 
response to the Danish 
Muhammad cartoons, 
not because he doesn't 
believe in freedom of 
the press, "but 
because I would never 
do anything that blas
phemes someone 
else's faith." 

He said the first per
son who called him to 

. speak out against the 

. cartoons was Edgar 
Bronfman, head of the 
World Jewish 
Congress. 

Clinton said the car
icatures were a "per
fect opportunity'" for 
dialogue with 
Muslims, but one that 
was "colossally 
blown." 

He also noted a rise 
in Muslim-on-Muslim 
violence. 

Reprinted with per-
mission. Canadian 
Jewish News. 

Canadian gov't urged to 
make Darfur. apriority 

By PAUL LUNGEN . . . 
TORONTO - Canadians Against Slavery and 

Torture in Sudan (CASTS), a grassroots advoca
cy organization, is urging the Stephen Harper 
government to make intervention in the Darfur 
region of Sudan a foreign policy priority. . 
, "We need [Prime Minister] Harper to exerCIse 
more forceful leadership internationally to bring 
an end to the atrocities in Darfur," states a letter 
to CASTS supporters from Norman Epstein, 
founder of the organization. 
. The letter asks CASTS supporters to call on . 
the prime minister, Foreign Minister Peter 
MacKay and local MPs to use Canada's "inter
national influence to save the people of the 
Darfur region of Sudan, where genocide has 
been underway since 2003, . 

"It is estimated that ~50,000-400,000people 
have died, 10,000 more continue to die every 
month arid 2.5 million have been displaced," the 
letter states. "The Janjaweed militias burn and 
bomb villages, systematically rape women and 
young girls, abduct children and destroy food 

. and water supplies... Since the KhartC?um 
(Sudan) regiine is complicit with the militias, it 
cannot be relied upon to protect the people of 
Darfur." , 

Epstein believes Canada can take a leading 
role in mobilizing the international community 
to intervene to save the Darfur refugees, many of 
whom languish in camps in neighbouring Chad. 

He said he is heartened by a recent statement 
by U.S. President George Bush, who called for a 
more "muscular" intervention in the region 
under United Nations auspices, including a big
ger role for NATO. And he pointed to develop
ments at the UN, where· the Security Council 
directed Secretary General Kofi Annan on 
February 3 to begin contingency planning to turn 
the 7,000-man African Union (AU) force into a 
UN force double that size. 

The AU force is not equipped or trained to pro
tect the refugees displaced by the Khartoum
supported militias, Epstein stated. 

Meanwhile, the Washington Post reported that 
four U.S. military planners were sent to the UN 
to assist in organizing military options for the 
AU forces on the ground. The move came after 
Bush, who has called the atrocities in Darfur 
"genocide," concluded peace talks were going 
nowhere and the AU force was unable to protect 
refugees. ". 

Around the same time, two U.S. senators, 
Republican Sam Brownback and Democrat 
Joseph Biden, said they planned to introduce a 
resolution in Congress calling for NATO troop~ 
to help the AU stop the killing in Darfur. 

Sudan, however, opposes expanded interna
tional intervention. The New York Times report
ed Sudan is lobbying other countries to oppose 
replacing the AU force with UN troops, includ
ing a veiled threat of an Al Qaeda attack on UN 
soldiers in Sudan if they come. 

Even possible UN sanctions are being resisted 
by three key states: China, Russia and Qatar, all 
members of the Security Council. 

Epstein said "there's a realization that current 
policy has not 'accomplished much .... Canada 
certainly has to do more to be forceful in en sur

. ing intervention happens." 
Epstein said he expected' broad political sup

port for Canadian involvement in an intervention 
force, adding Canada'!, contribution might be 
limited to several hundred soldiers and logistical 
support. 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish 
NewS. ' 
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u.s. Jewish news 
Unmasking UNRWA 

Its role more vital than ever, 
can UNRWA stay out of politics? 

By MICHAEL J. 
JORDAN 

NEW YORK (JTA) 
- As Washington and 
the West weigh a cut
off of aid to a Hamas- ' 
led Palestinian 
Authority, the UN 
Relief and Works 
Agency could become 
a crucial lifeline to 
millions of An aerial view of the destroyed section of the 
Palestinian refugees refugee camp in the West Bank town of Jenin, 
who depend on it for the scene of more than a week of intense fight-
vital services. ing between armed Palestinian terrorists and 

But the recent Israeli· forces, as seen April 22, 2002: 
Palestinian parlia- Terrorists used UNRWA camps as bases to 
mentary elections plan and carry out attacks. Credit: PoollBP 
have revived a long- Images/JTA. 
standing Israeli con-
cern: that some of UNRWA's staff 
are members of Hamas, or 'at least 
sympathize with the terrorist 
group's anti-Israel cause. Israeli 
concerns were not eased by the fact 
that nine UNRWA staffers resigned 
to' tun for office in the late-January 
elections that Hamas swept. 

Furthermore, they had to be firm
ly reminded, in a letter from the 
agency's commissioner-general, 
that participating in Palestinian 
politics ,is incompatible with 

.. UNRWA's ideal of neutrality. To 
. many supporters of Israel, howev-
er, UNRWA's efforts in the region 
have rarely been impartial. 

During the Palestinian intifada, 
. the agency routinely blamed Israel 

for bloodshed, avoiding the 
Palestinian contribution to the 
"cycle of violence." 

Its one-sided criticism played a 
significant role in shaping interna
tional opinion against the Jewish 
state - helping to prolong the war, 
critics charge, by emboldening 
Palestinians to attack. 

UNRWA camps, including the 
infamou~ West Bank refugee camp 
that is part of J enin, became 
engines of the intifada, with terror
ists using them as bases from which 
to plan and carry out attacks - shel
tering themselves, all the while, 
under the UN's vaunted neutrality. 
Tensions between UNRWA and 
Israel have lessened in the past year 
as the number of terrorist attacks, 
and concomitant Israeli reprisals, 
dropped significantly. 

But with many observers warning 
of an imminent resumption of the 
intifada, this time centered on the 
West Bank, whether UNRWA 
camps are again allowed to become 
incubators of terrorism may go a 
long way toward determining if 
peace will come to the Middle East. 
It could also help determine if 
UNRWA's Palestinian charges can 
become citizens of their own inde
pendent state, ending their decades-
long status as refugees. ' 

At this critical juncture in the 
region, JTA takes a close look at the 

UN agency that for 56 years has 
helped ensure Palestinian refugees' 
basic survival - yet also, some say, 
has helped make the Palestinian 
refugee issue one of the most 
intractable and incendiary political 
problems on Earth. Following 
Hamas' electoral victory and the 
West's threat to choke off financial 
assistance, UNRWA is poised to 
play an even more critical role. The 
majority of Palestinians living in 
Gaza, and a sizeable portion in th,e 
West Barlie, are registered refugees 
and recipients of some fonn of 
UNRWA services. 

Officials in Washington, Brussels 
and Jerusalem all say they don't 
want to harm humanitarian aid . 
Indeed, in response to a bleak fore
cast about Gaza and the West Bank, 
the European Union on February 
27 offered $144 million U.S. in aid 
to the Palestinians, $76 million 
U.S, of it earmarked for UNRWA. 
UNRWA lists 4.3 million 
Palestinian refugees scattered 
across the Middle East, including 
1.6 million in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, where it operates 27 
refugee camps. 

Not all of the refugees live in the 
camps, which long ago evolved 
from tent cities into dilapidated, 
densely packed urban neighbor
hoods. For more than half a centu
ry, UNRWA has provided the 
refugees with food, jobs, shelter, 
medicine, healthcare and educa
tion, . 

The agency runs schools; health 
clinics and housing, operating as a 

. virtual statelet within the 
Palestinian Authority. UNRWA was 
the main source of sustenance dur
ing the' intifada in Gaza, where 
three-quarters of the coastal strip's 
1.3 million residents are registered 
as refugees and a half-million liye 
in eight cramped, sprawling 
UNRWA camps. 

Others live in the immediate 
environs. At the same time, 
UNRWA has done nothing to help 
resolve the Palestinian r~fugee 
problem. 
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CAMP MASSAD 
INFORMATION EVENING 

llis is an exciting time for 
Camp Massad! The camp, 
which has been an institu

tion in the Winnipeg Jewish com
munity for more than 50 years, 
has just been recognized for its 
outstanding programming and 
commitment to Jewish culture, 
Jewish leaming and Jewish identi
ty with a prestigious Comerstone 
Fellowship Grant from the 
Foundation of Jewish Camping. 
And now with summer just 
around the comer, Massad is hold
ing an information evening for 
parents and children to learn more 
about the incredible summer 
experience that is Camp Massad. 

This information evening will 
take place in the Lower Lounge 
of the Etz Chayim Synagogue at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, March' 
23, and will give potential 
campers and their parents the 
opportunity to view a slide show, 
ask questions and meet some of 
the extraordinary counsellors and 
administrators of Massad. If they 
wish, they also will be able to 
register on the spot! 

Camp Massad is a uniquely 
Jewish camp that makes every 
child feel special. Campers, who 
range in age from 7 to 16, come 
from Winnipeg as well as across 
North America and include many 
children who have recently 
immigrated to Canada. 

Daytime activities at Massad 
include a variety of sports, swim
ming boating, dancing, drama 
and arts and crafts, while evening 
programs at Massad are innova
tive, interactive and often unbe
lievable. The atmosphere at 
Massad is warm and nurturing, 
the counsellors at Camp Massad 
represent the best of Winnipeg 
Jewish youth, and the commit
ment at Camp Massad to give 
every child the best Jewish 
camplllg experience ever, is 
unwaverIng. 

To learn more about Camp 
Massad phone the camp office at 
the number in the ad below, visit 
the camp website at www.camp
massad.ca and come out to the 
infOimation evening on March 
23! 

INFORMATION EVENING 
for parents and children age 7-16 

Charla Informativa 
para padres y chicos de 7 a 16 afios 

JIarepb Macca~ 
HHtIl0pMauuOHHblU Be~ep 

,l1.J1H pO,[(HTeJ1eU H ,[(eTeD 7 - 16 neT 

Thursday, March 23, 7:30 p.m. 
Lo~er Lounge Etz Chayim 

Synagogue 

* ASK QU8STIONS 
* WATCH A SLIDE SHOW AND VID80S 
* MEET OUR AMAZING ADMINISTRATORS AND COUNSELLORS 
* R8GISTRATIONS ACCEPTED 

Desc~ri porque tu hijo/a va a tener 
una experiencia inolvidable este 
verano en CAMP MASSAD. 

Y3HaiiTe nOqeMY BaWH AeTH 33MeqaTeJILHO 
npoBeAYT BpeMH B JI3repe M3CC3A 

For further information phone 477-7487 or 
visit www.campmassad.ca 
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