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u.s. Jewish 'news 

Focus on issues 
Share the Joy of Passover at 
, the Annual Community 

Pesach Seder 

Some Conservative Jews ·upset 
after decision is delayed on gays 

On Thursday, April 13 at 
7:00 p.m. the Annual 
Community Passover 

Seder will be held at 
Congregation Etz Chayim, 123 
Matheson Ave. E. This is a won
derful opportunity for the entire 
community to come together and 
enjoy the holiday, of Pesach. If 
last year's Seder is any indica
tion this year's Seder is sure to be 
just as engaging and haimsche 
for people of all ages. More<;>ver, 
this interactive Seder experience 
will be complete with traditional 
songs, participation of children 
and adults and special treats for 
the young ones in attendance. 

We are pleased to announce 
that this year's Seder will be lead 
by Steven Hyman. Steven is in 
the Department of Spiritual Care 
at the Simkin Centre of the 
Sharon Home where he leads all 
Shabbat and holiday services for 
residents and their families. In 
addition to being active with 
many Jewish organizations and 

,.-. " ,-

synagogues in our community, 
Steven along with his wife llana 
Abrams have lead family , . . . 
Kabbalat Shabbat ServIces at 
Congregation Etz Chayim. 

Congregation Etz Chayim's 
catering service is preparing a 
delicious four course meal for 
everyone to enjoy. Faniily tables 
can be arranged and vegetarian 
meals are available with advance 
arrangements. 

Don't delay in booking your 
tickets for this enjoyable and 
meaningful community event. 
Please make your reservation by 
calling either the Rady Jewish 
Community Centre or 

, Congregation Etz Chayim. 
The Seder is presented by the 

Rose and Max Rady Jewish 
Community' Centre in associa~ 

tion with the Jewish Federation 
of Winnipeg. The generous sup
port of Congregation Etz 
Chayim, Congregation Shaarey 
Zedekand Jewish Child & 
Family Service is acknowledged. 

By 
TIGAY 

CHAN AN 

NEW YORK 
(JTA) The 
Conservative' move
ment's decision to 
delay a vote on its 
approach to homosex
uality is angering 
members who want 
leaders to liberalize 
the movement's 
stance on gays and 
lesbians. 

"It's yet another dis
appointment," . said 
Rabbi Ayelet Cohen, 
associate rabbi at New 
York's Congregation 
Beth Simchat Torah, a 
synagogue for gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and 
trans gender Jews. "It 
feels like yet another 
missed opportunity 
for the law committee 
to take position of 
moral leadership." 
During a two-day 
meeting of the 
Rabbinical 
1\; s .s e m b 1 y , s 

.. ;~.,' in association with JEWISH FEDERATION OF WINNIPEG 

Share O~ 
the '3 of 

Passover 
th~Annual. 

CommunitY. 
Pesach Setler 

Seder will be lead 
by Steven Hyman 

Adults - $40.00 Family tables can 

The generous supprt 
of the Iollowlng Is 

acknowledged: 

Cq'egatIoIi 

EtzCha)'m, 

~ 

Shaarey Zedek 

(GST Included) 

Children 3-11 Years - $14.50 
Children 2 Years and Under - $5.00 

be arranged with ticket purchase. 
Deadline to purchase tickets Is 
Friday, March 31, 2006 

RABBI AYELET 
COHEN, associate 
rabbi at New'York's 
Congregation Beth 
Simchat Torah, a 
synagogue for gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender Jews: 
"It's yet another dis
appointment," she 
said of the Conser
vative Movement's 
decision. 

Committee on Jewish 
Law and Standards, 
which ended March 8, 
authors of four rab
binic opinions on the 
status of homosexual
ity in the movement -
two on each side of 
the issue - were asked 
to make revisions to 

,their opinions ahead 
of a vote on the issue 
in December. 

The decision reaf
firms the status quo, 
at least for the time 
being, and means that 
the movement's 1992 
decision barring 
openly gay individu
als from its rabbinical 
schools and forbid
ding its rabbis to per
form same-sex mar
riages will remain in 
place. The movement 
has repeatedly 
affirmed that it wel
'comes gay and les
bian individuals in its 
congregations. The 
debate during the past 
three years on amend
ing the 1992, policy 
has highlighted some 
of 'the difficulties 
Conservative Jewry 
faces in its approach 
to religious law. 

Since its inception, 
the stream - once 
America's dominant 
religious movement, 
recently surpassed by 
Reform Judaism - has 
walked a fine iine 
between adhering to 
halachah, or Jewish 

law, and embracing a 
modern approach to 
religious observance. 
Its legal scholars in 
some instances have 
hewed strictly to tra
ditional interpreta
tions of the legal 
code, and in others 
have adapted it. It 
remains to be seen 
how the homosexuali
ty issue will be 
resolved. 

"The pain that' so 
many real people are 
experiencing because 
of their love for tradi
tion and their hope for 
a' supportive commu
nity clearly hasn't 
moved the Rabbinical 
Assembly as an insti
tution to move more 
quickly,'; " said Rabbi 
Menachem 'Creditor, 
one of the founder' of 
Keshet Rabbis,', a 
group supporting gay 
rights in the move
ment. But even for 
some supporters qf a 
new approach, the 
outcome 'wasn't all 
negative. 

"I understand that 
it's frustrating, and 
there's a piece of me 
that feels frustrated as 
well," said Rabbi 
Elliot Dorff, rector of 
Los Angeles' 
University of Judaism 
and a co-author of one 
of the 'teshuvot, or 
responsa, recom
mending a more liber
al approach to homo
sexuality. "But in the 
end, I would rather, 
have well-honed and 
clearly articulated 
positions that people 
can study and under
stand than positions 
that are not well
argued." "The law 
committee set a dead
line for this," he said, 
referring to the 
announced December 
vote. 

"It's not as if we're 
delaying this forever. 
This is not ducking 
responsibility." In a 
meeting lastApril, the 
law committee met 
but took no action on 
the 1992 decision. 
Pro-gay advocates 
had' hoped that' the 
body would find fit to 
make a change 'this 
time around. 
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Interim Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
addresses AIPAC's policy conference in 
Washington via satellite, March 5, 2006. 
Credit: AlPAC. 

News analysis 

'For A/PAC delegates, 
clear goal on Iran, but 
mixed messages on P.A. 

By RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - The lobbying 

assignment has never been clearer for the 5,000 
or so activists at this year's American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee conference: Stop 
Haij1as and stop Iran. Yet when it comes to the 
details - particularly relating to the Palestinian 
Authority - the message gets murkier, and 
reveals differences between Washington's pro
Israel lobby and the Bush administration. 
AIPAC has never been starker in presenting the 
threat it be~ieves Israel faces. 

Howard Kohr, the group's executive director, 
suggested the threat had never been as dire since 
the rise of Nazism. "The parallels of the geopo
litical climate of March 5, 1933 and that of 
March 5, 2006 are stunning in their likeness, 
eerie in their implication," Kohr said March 5, 
addressing the assembled delegates, including 
about 1,000 students. Hitler became Germany's 
chancellor on March 5, 1933. 

"Evil men and their regimes must not be given 
time to grow and strengthen," Kohr said, as huge 
images of Hitler and Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad were displayed on 
video screens in the conference hall. '~We must 
convince our leaders. to take all the necessary 
actions to fundamentally affect the course of his
tory while there is time." The message - that 
Iran must be stopped before it acquires even 
more destructive capacity - was repeated by 
speaker after speaker at the conference. 

"The Iranian regime needs to know that if it 
stays on its present course, the international 
community is prepared to impose meaningful 
consequences," Vice President Dick Cheney 
told the conference on March 7, just before del
egates left for the Hill to lobby. "For our part, the 
United States is keeping all options on the table 
in addressing the irresponsible conduct of the 
regime. And we join other nations in sending 
that regime a clear message: We will not allow 
Iran to have a nuclear weapon." 

But a tug of war over presidential discretion 
between Congress a.nd the Bush adrryin.istration, 
together with Israel's own uncertamties three 
weeks before its election, contributed to mixed 
messages on the Palestinian Authority as AIPAC 
activists headed to the Hill in the year's most 
impressive lobbying effort. The activists. are 
touting Senate and House of RepresentatIves ' 
versions of the "Palestinian Anti-Terrorism Act" 
that agree on the broad issue of isol.a.ting a 
Hamas-run Palestinian Authority but dIffer on 
key details, especially on whether the president 
can waive the legislation. 

Behind the headlines 

Debate over ports deal shows complex reality of Arab boycott 
By RON KAMPEAS rules and regulations 

in Hong Kong, for 
instance, in Korea." 

The Bush adminis
tration, scrambling to 
fend on bipartisan 
disdain for the deal, 
quickly countered that 
the UAE allegedly 
was about to end the 
primary boycott of 
Isracl. 

WASHINGTON 
(JTA) - Outrage at 
the United Arab 
Emirates' participa
tion in the Arab boy
cott of Israel buzzed 
through the halls of 
Congress in recent 
weeks, spurring the 
debate over the Bush 
administration's 
Dubai ports deal. 
Once you got off 
Capitol Hill, however, 
the buzz sputtered to a 
few muted. objections 
among the pro-Israel 
community, and once 
you get to Israel -
there '8 viitual silence. 

What seemed to 
politicians like a crys
tal-clear case - how 

David WelCh, right, the top State Department 
envoy to the Middle East, meets with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni in Jerusalem; 
February 26, 2006. Welch found himself han
dling United Arab Emirates questions during 
a congressional session last week that was 
meant to address how to deal with the 
Palestinian Authority in the wake of Hamas' 
landslide win. Credit: Briall Helldler/.TTA. 

It had long ago 
abandoned the sec
ondary and tertiary 
boycotts, which tar
geted companies that 
dealt with Israel or its 
clients. "The United 
States wants to see the 
boycott against Israel 

. dropped completely 
by everybody," Adam 

can you entrust the nation's ports to a regime that 
harbored terrorist money? - got murkier the 
closer you get to the realities of Israel's dealings 
in the Middle East. That didn't stop the Bush 
administration from getting a blast of anti-boy
cott rhetoric from the Hill. "We should not be 
rewarding companies that support discrimina
tion against our key strategic ally and the Middle 
East's only democracy," Sen. John Kerry CD
Mass.) said in a statement. 

On March 9, Dubai-based DP World backed 
away in the face of unrelenting criticism, and 
announced it would transfer its management of 
port terminals in major U.S. cities to an 
American entity. ' 

David WeIch, the top State Department envoy 
to the Middle East, found himself handling UAE 
questions during a congressional session last 
week that was meant to address how to deal with 
the Palestinian Authority in the wake of Hamas' 
landslide win. "The United Arab Emirates gov
ernment has no relation with Hamas," WeIch 
protested. Israel is reluctant to join the Dubai 
drubbing because it has informal relations with 
the emirates. 

Israel and theUAE have intensified efforts in 
recent months to establish formal relations, 
insiders say. Israeli businessmen also are wary of 
any tendency toward U.S. isolationism, and the 
danger it poses to the many Israeli security com
panies working in the United States. One of the 
oniy pronouncements from Israelis came from 
Zim, Israel's premiere shipper - and it was in 
favor of the deal with Dubai Ports World, the 
management company owned by Dubai's gov
ernment. 

Zim said it regularly called at ports managed 
by DP World, including those in the UAE - ?ut 
the company skirts the Arab boycott by runnmg 
ships under other nations' flags. "We are very 
comfortable calling at DP World's Dubai ports," 
ldan Ofer, chairman of Zim, wrote in a letter to 
Sen. Hillary Clinton CD-N.Y.), who has led criti
cism of the Bush administration for making the 
deal with a country that allegedly banked Al
Qaida money in the past. "We have not experi
enced a single security issue in these ports." 

Israeli businessmen say UAE hardly enforces 
the boycott. DP World spokesmen tout its busi
ness relationships with Israeli companies. 
"We're going to follow the laws wherever we~re 
domiciled," Michael Moore, a DP World sel1lor 
vice president, sa~d in a conference ca.l~. with 
Jewish reporters. 'We operate under different 

Ereli, the State 
Department deputy spokesman, said two weeks 
ago. "We are working toward that, frankly, with 
the government of the UAE." 

Under the agreement, the UAE would drop its 
boycott in exchange for a free trade agreement 
with the United States, Ereli said. Linking free 
trade with ending the boycott of Israel has been 
a focus of the American Israel Public Affairs' , 
Committee; 'one such deal was successfully 
negotiated with Bahrain last year. AIPAC 
released a statement saying, "No company 
should be participating in the boycott, which 
undermines American policy in the region, 
unfairly singles out Israel and lessens the 
chances for peaceful resolution of the many 
Middle East conflicts." 

The statement did not mention Dubai or DP 
World, and the controversy hardly registered at 
AIPAC's annual policy conference last weekend. 
The only major Jewish group out front on the 
UAE boycott issue has been the Anti
Defamation League, which issued a statement 
February 28 saying that UAE's adherence to the 
boycott "should torpedo any deal with the 
United States on port operations." 

Abe Foxman, the ADL's national director, said 
UAE violated U.S. law as recently as last year by 
asking American companies to prove that goods 
entering the emirates were not of Israeli origin. 
"The fact that the UAE has an inconsistent poli
cy, it eases it where it fits them, doesn't assuage 
me," Foxman told JTA. The issue w3.1'; an 
American one, Foxman said, because it impact
ed American companies, whatever the concerns 
of Israeli companies. "It is discriminating 
against American citizens who deal with Israel," 
Foxman said. . 

Some Israelis were irked by the ports contro
versy because the administratioIl approved the 
deal within a month, while Israeli companies 
often have to wait months for approval of deals 
with U.S. companies that deal with the national 
security sector. Check Point, an Israeli software 
security firm that manufactures a popular fire
wall, has been waiting since October to finalize 
its purchase of Sourcefire, a Maryland firm. 
Some of its clients are government agencies. 

Ramat Gan-based Check Point would not com
ment except to point to a. statement on its Web 
site announcing the review by the Committee on 
Foreign Investment in the ,United States, the 
same government agency that rushed through 
the Dubai deal. 
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