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World Jewish news 
Behind the headlines .. : - ' " " ,~.:~: 

French Jew's torture, murder wasn't 
a hate crime, ins'i~t ~ome ,Frenchmen 

By BRETT KLINE 
PARIS (JTA) 

While Jews here are 
agonizing over the tor
ture and murder of 

,Han Halimi, some 
French remain con
vinced that the barbar- ' 
ic crime was not anti
Semitic. 

case," Kanovitch said. 
"I think we have to let 
justice run its course 
now." Sarkozy 
increased security 
measures in the com-
munity following 
three more anti-
Semitic attacks in a 
Parisian suburb two 
weekends ago. 

On March 3, a local 
rabbi's 17 -year-old 
sori was ,attacked by 
two men near the syn
agogue, and suffered a 

, The kidnapping and 
murder has been 
declared an anti
Semitic act by Interior 
Minister Nicolas 
Sarkozy, but also a 
violent crime whose 

, Mourners attend the funeral of murdered 23-
year-old Han Halimi in February 2006 in the 
Jewish section of the Pantin cemetery north 
of Paris. Credit: Alan Azria. broken nose. Also on 

March 3, an lS-year-old man was attacked by a 
group of five men, who insulted him and stole his 
cell phone. On March 4, a 28-year-old man wear
ing a kipah was verbally and physically abused 
by four men and suffered a dislocated shoulder, 
according to police sources. The culprits were 
found and placed in police custody. 

motive was money. CRIF, the Jewish representa
tive council, led efforts to encourage the govern
ment to declare the case an anti-Semitic one, with 
CRIF President Roger Cukierman meeting with 
police and ministers regularly: 
, "People do not know what to do with such vio
lence," said Dr, Bernard Kanovitch, a cardiolo
gist and CRIFofficial. "This is an unheard of sit
uation in post-World War IT France, and the coun
try is destabilized." He said that Jewish commu
nity officials had said and done everything they 
had to. "We have nothing more to add to this 

But those incid~nts haven't received as much 
national media focus as the grisly murder of 
Halimi. Since Halimi, 23, was found agonizing in 
a suburban train station February 13 and died on 
the way to the hospital, the affair has been the 

Behind the headlines 

In Moscow, Hamas talks payoff -
for Russia.'s war effort in Chechnya 

By LEV KRICHEVSKY " 
MOSCOW (JTA) - Russia's 

invitation to Hamas to come to 
Moscow for talks failed to yield 
any concessions from the terrorist 
group that is about to take over the 
Palestinian Authority - but it may 
have paid some dividends for 
Moscow. 

Russian critics of the visit -
including most of the nation's lead
ing newspapers and political ana
lysts - accused President Vladimir 
Putin of double standards on terror
ism and said Russia's gamble was 
targeted at boosting the country's 
global influence" which has 
declined greatly since Soviet times. 
Now that the visit is over, some say 
Moscow satisfied its ambition 
without striking a mortal blow to 
Russian-Israeli relations. 

Israel was furious that Russia 
undelmined its efforts to isolate a 
Hamas-led Palestinian Authority, 
arguing that while Hamas leaders 
offered no concessions at the talks 
- they refused to renounce violence 
or recognize Israel - an invitation 

, from one of the countries oversee
ing the "road map" peace plan, 
which Hamas rejects, conferred 
invaluable international legitimacy 
on the group. Israel and the United 
States have classified Hamas as a 
terrorist organization, saying one 
can't make a distinction between its 
political and military wings. 

The Kremlin has never officially 
included' Hamas on its list of terror-

ist organizations, but has refused to 
make a similar distinction between 
the military and political wings of 
the Chechen separatist movement 
that has carried out several high
profile terrorist attacks in Russia. 
What may well have been the main 
dividend for Russia was a point 
made by the head of the Hamas del
egation, Khaled Meshaal, who 
described the Chechen issue as an 
internal Russian problem. 

That statement angered Chechen 
, rebels, who were hoping for Hamas 

support of their cause. The Kremlin 
long has tried to destroy the interna
tional support Chechen separatists 
receive from Islamists outside Russia, 
and Hamas' stance on the issue may 
prove important for Moscow's fight 
there. Regardless of what the Kremlin 
wanted from the visit, it was received 
with much passion by many Russian 
Jews. A prominent Russian Jewish 
leader voiced his protest on the eve of 
the visit. 

"Putin should have taken the 
opinion of Russian Jews into con
sideriltion," Mikhail Chlenov, gen
eral secretary of the Euro-Asian 
Jewish Congress, wrote in a state
ment March 2. "I find irdifficult to 
judge what President Putin 'is striv
ing for, but we, Russian Jews, do 
not want to host child murderers." 
Russia should have heeded' "mil
lions of our relatives and friends 
who live in Israel," Chlenov said. 
"This is 110t .only a foreign policy 
problem, but also our own." " 

talk of France, often in 
very ,critical ,terms. 
Suspects reportedly 
told police they tried 
to kidnap Jews 
because "all Jews are 
rich," and they put 
cigarettes out on 
Halimi's face because 
"he was Jewish and 
we don't like Jews." 

"The fact that the 
suspects said that all 
Jews are rich does not 
mean a thipg," said 
Sylvain Francois, a 
video editor at French 
television. "According 
to what we know now, 
I don't think it was 
anti-Semitic. 'It was 
cheap, violent crime." 
"This was more an idi
otic act than an anti
Semitic one," com
mented Gerard 
LeMoelle, a French 
teleyision journalist. 
"This is not classic 
anti-Semitism of the 
extreme right or the 
extreme left as we 
know it here in 
France, so it can't be 
anti-Semitic." 

"This crime is so 
over the top that the 
French are unable to 
see it as anti-Semitic," 
said Terence Kenny,a 
champagne export 
director originally 
from New York, who 
lives in a small town 
about two liours ea.st 
of. Paris. 

, Around,the Jewish world 

Their religiou.s identities 
flexible, Slovakian Jews 

. show' up for Games 
By DINAH A. SPRITZER 

BANKSA BYSTRICA, Slovakia (JTA) - A 
yourigChabadyohinteer from New York has 
spent' five' months in Slovakia teaching the 
basics of Judaism m Bratislava. Informed that 
there's also a Jewish community of some 60 
people in Banksa: Bystrica, a picturesque hamlet 
three hours west ofthe capital, she's puzzled. 

"1 didn't know anything about other Jewish 
communities. Are they real Jews?" she asks. Her 
question epitomizes the divide between some 
religious Jews in the. West and their n~ighbors in 
eastern Europe, who often are less o~servant. 
Few Jews remained in eastern Europe after the 
Holocaust and communism, so Jewish commu
nities in the region today usually welcome any
one with Jewish roots, not just those who are 
halachically Jewish. , 

"These young Americans who come here have 
no idea what itwas like to get the knock on your 
door that meant deportation to the camps, and I 
can, tell you those doing the knocking were not 
interested in whether you went to a mikva or if 
only your father was Jewish," said one member 
of the' Bratislava Jewish community who 
requested anonymity. "How could we possibly 
tell someone who survived such an ordeal, or his 
child, that he is not Jewish?" 

At the crux of the divide is how Jews in such 
countries determine what it means to be Jewish. 
For Bratislava's rabbi, Baruch Myers, a Chabad 
adherent from Brooklyn, it means, accepting 
only halachic Jews in the kindergarten he and 
his wife run, which puts him at odds with the 
mostly secul:irr Bratislava community. For those 
who identify as Jewish in Slovakia - wheth~r 
they're halachically Jewish or not - observance 
usually is a turnoff. 

That sentiment was evident at one of the coun
try's biggest Jewish gatherings last month, ,a 
winter sports contest held on a Saturday. The 
party celebrating the games' conclusion includ
ed pork dishes. "If someone wants to know what 
kind of Jew skis on a Saturday, my answer is a 
modem, flexible Jew," said Lucia Belanova, a 
Jew from Banksa Bystrica who works at a 
Bratislava bank. 

More than 170 Slovak Jews trudged through 
deep snow on poorly marked paths in remote 
central Slovakia to cbmpete in the 70th anniver
sary of the last Winter Maccabee games before 
World War II, which took place in Slovakia on 
the same hill. Several athletes from the Czech 
Jewish community also joined, as well an Israeli 
who resides in Prague. The last Europe-wide 
Winter Maccabee games, held in 1936 in Banksa 
Bystrica, attracted 5,000 participants' from 
around the world. 

The games were the second-largest sports 
event in then-Czechoslovakia. Following a long 
hiatus as a result of World War II and then com
munism, the Slovak division of the worldwide . 
Jewish sports organIzation was relaunched 11 
years ago with only a handful of enthusiasts. 
Gertrude Stiffelova, who. watched the 1936 
games as an 8-year-old, returned to watch the 
2006 competition. "It's a wonder to be here," 
she told the crowd at a ceremony following a 
day of slalom skiing and snowboarding. 
, She received an award just for showing up. 
Belanova and others noted that it would have 
been difficult for people to attend if the gather-. 
ing had been held on any day but Sl,ltutday. "We 
are working and studying and living in different 
places. Saturday is really the only day that works 
for those cannot take a day off," she explained. 
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London'slews begin to waver as 
mayor 'ssentence is suspended 

By VANESSA. 
BULKACZ 

LONDON (JTA) -
London's Jewish 
community is begin
ning to waver in the 
matter of the. city's 
mayor, whose' 
remarks to a Jewish' 
reporter comparing 
him to a Nazi were 
punished with a sen
tence which was sus
pended ju.st before it 

report~r, Oliver Finegold, whom he compared to 
a NaZI concentration camp guard. 
. However, the day before the mayor',s suspcn

SI?n was set to start, he successfully lobbied the 
HIgh Court to have the sanction.staYed,pending 
appeal ""., ,,' 

• ~. " ".'.' ,'. _" ,,"_I} , " • 

Referring to the appoil1ted, thr~e-inerilber 
Adjudication Panel for EIi'glftud.' that handed 
down his sentence, Livingstone, said, ,"Three 
members of a body that no one has;evr.;relected 
should not be allowed to overturn the votes of 
millions of Londoners." ' , ' 

was to start. 
Ken Livingstone 

was to begin a four
week paid suspension 
from office March 1 
for his remarks to a 
Jewish newspaper 

LONDON MAYOR 
KEN LIVING
STONE: A four
week paid suspen
sion from office for 
his remarks to a 
Jewish newspaper 
reporter. Credit: 

Due to the mayor's 'outspoken criticism, public 
attention has shifted away from his remarks to 
the system itself. Despite their earlier pleas for 
an apology from the mayor, a poll two weeks 
ago showed that 84 per cent of London 
Assembly members did not support the sentence. 
Sir Anthony Holland, chairman of the Standards 
Board for England, has said the system "does 

Greater LOlldoll Authority, have t1aws." ' 

Senators fete AIPAC 
;WASHINGTON (JTA) - M,ore than half the U.S. Senate attended a gala 

dInner March, 6 for the American Israel Public Affairs Committee. More 
than 5,000 people attended the dinner at the Washington Convention 
Center, including 57 senators and 123 members of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, and over 1,000 college students. Envoys from over 80" 
countries attended, including Oman, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The dele
gates were to spend March 7 lobbying on Capitol Hill for bills that would 
increase the isolation of Hamas and Iran. Speakers at the conference . 
included Vice President Dick Cheney, congressional leaders from both par
ties 'and four likely 2008 presidential candidates. 

World Bank to help Palestinian Authority, ' 
NEW YORK (JTA) - The World Bank approved $42 million U.S. in aid 

to the Palestinian Authority. A World Bank statement said the Palestinian 
Authority would use the grant to meet its immediate financial needs and to 
avoid suspending basic services. The European Union recently said it 
would release $143 million U.S. in emergency funding for the Palestinian 
Authority. 

, Sharansky faults Bush on democracy 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - Natan Sharansky said President Bush's policy 

of democratization has failed because Bush is rushing tyrannies to elec
tions. Bush repeatedly has cited Sharansky, a former Prisoner of Zion and 
former Israeli cabinet minister, in touting democratic'reforms in the Arab 
world. "Despite what I believe to be the president's genuine commitment 
to promote sweeping change, the policy shift hasn't matched the rhetoric, 
with one glaring exception: an intense focus on holding elections every
where as quickly as possible," Sharansky wrote March 5 in the Los 
Angeles Times. "This has been a mistake because, although elections are 
part of the democratic process, they are never a substitute for it." One result 
?f the policy, Sharansky said, wa~ the victory of Hamas, a terrorist group, 
10 January 25 Palestinian Authority legislative elections. Instead of rushing 
elections, he said, the focus should be on building and protecting a free 
society. "The recent election of Hamas is the fruit of a policy that focused 
on the form of democracy rather than its substance," he said. 

Rabbis press Bush on Palestinians 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - Nearly 400 rabbis signed a letter to President 

Bush urging him to maintain indirect assistance to the Palestinians and 
"constructive engagement" with the Palestinian government. The letter 
comes as Congress considers bills that would severely restrict aid to the 
Palestinians in the wake of the January 25 victory of Hamas, a terrorist 
group, in Palestinian Authority legislative elections. "Despite Hamas' vic
tory, recent polls indicate that the majority of Palestinians remains com
mitted to a peace agreement with Israel," the letter says. "With this in 
mind, we urge constructive engagement with the new Palestinian govern
ment, in, ways that bolster moderates such as President Mahmoud Abbas 
and sustain the cease-fIre that has allowed for relative calm over the past 
year:~BritTzedek v'Shalom, a left-wing grass-roots group, organized the 
letter, which has garnered signatures from Reform, Conservative and 
Reconstructionist rabbis. . 

, . - 'j 

Others have echoed 
concerns about the 
process, including Sir 
Iqbal Sacranie, secre
tary general of the 
Muslim Council of 
Britain, who told the 
BBC, "This decision 
constitutes a clear 
over-reaction and an 
affront to our dcmoc
ratic traditions." With 
the twists and turns in 

,the Livingstone case 
getting harder to fol
low, the Jewish com
munity's reaction is 
becoming mixed. The 
Board of Deputies of 
British Jews is one 
entity that has not 
wavered. 

In December, the 
board filed a com-

. plaint against the 
mayor, with whom 
they have clashed in 
the past over his open 
criticism of Israel. 
Livingstone says that 
the board lodged the 
complaint solely 
because of his views 
on the Israeli govern
ment. After the ver
dict was announced, 
the board said it only 
had sought acknowl
edgment from 
Livingstone that his 
words were inappro
priate for the "elected 
representative of 
Londoners of all 
faiths and beliefs." 

The board labeled 
Livingstone "the 
architect of his own 
misfortune," and con
tinued to defend its 
original complaint, 
despite mounting crit
icism. 

En campana. 
Los 31 partidos y formaciones israelfes que 

participanin en los comicios nacionales del 
proximo martes 28 en Israel, comenzaron con 
las respectivas campafias electorales en pos de 
conquistar los 120 escafios para el decitno 
septima legislatura del Parlamento 0 Kneset. 

Los 3 principales partidos en cuestion son 
, Kadima, de tendencia centro, encabezado por el 

,'actual primer ministro Ehud Glmert, el Partido 
Laborista -socialdem6crata- en la oposici6n a 
cargo del ex, sindicalista Amir Peretz y 
finalmente el Likud, de centro derecha, 
presidido por el ex primer ministro Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 

Alrededor de cinco mi1lones de ciudadanos 
israelfes y arabes-israelfes estan habilitados para 
participar en los comicios. 

La mayor parte de la campana electoral tendni 
como soporte a los medios de comunicaci6n en , 
los cuales por ley todos los participantes tienen 
su espacio, conforme a la cantidad de 
representantes que hayan tenido en la elecci6n 
anterior. ' 

Tambien el numero de legisladores de cada 
uno de los partidos es el que detennina, segun la 
ley electoral, los aportes del Estado para sus 
campafias. 

Criticas. 
El principal grupo religioso judlo en Paris dijo 

que los ataques en los que tres j6venes fueron 
golpeados e insultados, forman parte de una, 
espiral de violencia que debe ser detenida 
inmediatamente. 

Asi mismo calificaron con el termino 
antisemita a los 3 ataques perpetrados en los 
violentos suburbios de la capital francesa don de 
la tortura y posterior asesinato de un joven 
semita causaron disturbios. 

El Consistorio de Paris, principal grupo judio 
en el pais, declar6 su preocupaci6n por la serie 
de ataques antisemitas e instaron a las 
autoridades a juzgar y castigar a sus autores. 

La policfa inform6 que los agresores Ie 
rompieron la nariz al hijo de un rabino y Ie 
robaron a su amigo el .telefono celular, ese 
mismo dia otro judio sufri6 la dislocaci6n de un 
hombro cuando fue a tacado par 4 personas. 

Por esta causa y previendo la posibilidad de 
nuevas hechos contra la comunidad judia 
francesa se han incrementado las guardias de la 
policfa ,como asi tam bien la vigilancia con 
sistemas de video en las sinagogas en el area de 
Sarcelles, ubicada al norte de Paris , donde 
ocurrieron estos lamentables hechos. 

El terrible asesinato de un joven judio ocurrido 
hace algunas semanas atras aviv6 los temores de 
que el antisemitismo estaba incrementandose 
nuevamenie en Francia, que fue escenario de 
una ola de ataques contra miembros de esa 
religion y sus propiedades a priricipios de esta 
dec ada. 

Hna Halimi de 23 alios fue hallado 'el 13 de 
Febrero con signos de haber sufrido torturas, 
luego de permanecer en cautiverio durantes casi 
un mes y morir poco tiempo despues. 

Nos reencontramos pr6ximamente. 
alexci5@hotrnail.com· 
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