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The Women's Endowment Fund at ' 
The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba is 
thrilled to announce that former 
Winnipegger Susan Weidman Schneider 
will be returning to her hometown as guest 
speaker at the annual WEF luncheon on 
Thursday, May 11, 2006 at the' Fort Garry 
Hotel. Susan, editor in chief of Lilith, the 
New York based, award winning Jewish 
feminist magazine, will be speaking on the 
topic, Heartstrings & Purse Strings - jewish 
Women & Philanthropy, and elaborating on 
the power and potential that women 
have to shape the future of their 
communities. 

Women's philanthropy is of course the 
very idea that inspired the establishment 
of the Women's Endowment Fund at The 
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba more than 
a decade ago. Since then, hundreds of 

, individual funds have been opened wit~in 
the WEF, allowing the total capital of the 
fund to grow to almost a half million dollars. 
This growth in capital has enabled the 

WEF to increase the amount of grant 
funding that it distributes each year to 
registered charities intent on helping to . 
improve and enrich the lives of Manitoba 
women. In fact, in 2006, The WEF will be 
distributing its largest amount of grant 
funding ever - almost $27,000 - to nine 
deserving Manitoba organiiations in both 
the Jewish and general communities. 

Helping and empowering both individual 
women and women's organizations has bee'n 

, a life long passion for Susan Weidman 
Schneider. In addition to her 30 years 
at the helm of Lilith Magazine - through 
which she has promoted and publicized 
myriad women's issues and concerns -
she has helped to establish many vital 
feminist, organizations and has written 
several groundbreaking b~oks. Deservingly, 
Susan has been the recipient of numerous 
awards recognizing her contributions to the 
worlds of journalism, Judaism, feminism 
and philanthropy. 

As guest speaker at the Women's 

Hold the Date 
FOR LUNCH 

with one of North Americas 
most noted feminists - Winnipeg's own 

Susan Weidman Schneider 
Editor in Chief of 'Lilith' Magazine 

speaking on 

• 

Endowment Fund luncheon, Susan 
will touch on ~ach of these topics, hoping 
to inspire those in attendance to bec:ome 
active givers in the community. rickets 
for the luncheon are $30 for those who 
have made minimum $100 contributions 
to the Women's Endowment Fund since 
last year's luncheon, and $130 for those 
who have not done so. They will be 

, available from the Foundation office in 
early April. 

Community members interested in . 
the topic of Jewish feminism will also 
appreciate the unique opportunity to view 
Lilith Magazine's l-iJice 0/ jewish Women . 
exhibit. This exhibit, which artfully 
documents' the influence and impact of 
Jewish feminism journalism, is being 
sponsored by the Rady Centre with the 
,support of a Women's Endowment Fund 
gtan~ and will be on display at the Asper .' 
Jewish Community Campus beginning 
in early May. 

12:00 noon 

Thursday 
May 11, 2006 
Fort Garry Hotel 
222 Broadway Avenue 

Tickets: $130 
($100 donation since May 5. 2005 and 
$30 luncheon fee) 

Tickets will be available from the 
Jewish Foundation office in early April. _ 

The Women's Endowment Fund 
'Women helping Women' 

Watch for details about Lilith Magazine's exhibition The Voice of Jewish 
Women, a Rady Jewish Community Centre sponsored exhibit coming to 
Winnipeg in May, 2006. 

Make donations and,order tribute cards on line at www.jewishfoundation.org 
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Gray Academy of Jewish Education Grade 8 B Division Boys' 
Basketball Team with their division pennant March 11. Front row 
from ~eft, Saul Werier, Gilu Braunstein (coach): Standing, from left; 
Gabriel Brawerman, Ivan Katz, Zev Faintuch, Daniel Breslaue~ Jared 
Ackerman, Ez.equiel Lubocki, Shia Richter and Sean Morantz.' 

, Gray Academy applauds Grade 8 
boys' basketball championship 
Team wins Pembina Trails B Division title 

Gray Academy of Jewish led the way. rc" ",' 
Education bas1.cetball teams haven't "But in the~iflstil1umbJ of years, 
won a title, in some time.. on the courts, we've shown the 

So when a Gray Academy boys' other schools in oUr zone what 
teain garnered the Pembina Trails 'we're capable of," Sera added, 
Athletic Association Grade 8 Boys referring to a curling team that won 
B Division Championship' March the Manitoba High School Athletic 
15, it was call for celebration. Association Zone 12 champi-

Grade 7 to 12 schoolmates onship and other recent sports 
cheered the team on as school offi- achievements. 
cials paid tribute to them. "On behalf of the Pembina Trails 

"Over the years, we've been School Division and the schools we 
known as a very academic school," beat, congratulations to the Grade 8 
Hart Sera, the school's director of boys' champions, all the way." 
education said, as hundreds of stu- The ceremony concluded with 
dents sat on bleachers, applauding individual players demonstrating 
in a brief ceremony March 17. "We basketball shooting skills. 

Unmasking UNRWA, part 2 

'History of UNRWA, 1950-present: 
Where did the refugees come from? 

By MICHAEL J. JORDAN 
UNITED NATIONS (JTA) 

The UN General Assembly estab
lished the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency in 1949 as a 
temporary agency focused on relief 
work for the Palestinians. It began 
operating in 1950. Hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians became 
refugees in the war that began 
when the Palestinians and their 
Arab allies attacked the fledgling 
Jewish state the day after its inde- . 
pendence in 1948. , 

Some were purposely flushed 
from their homes as Jewish forces 
sought to secure key roads and 
pacify areas from which Jewish 
communities had been attacked. 
Some were encouraged to leave by 
the Arab states, which told the 
refug~es that they could return 
shortly to claim the spoils after the 

Jews were killed. Many simply fled 
what had become a combat zone. 
The Palestinians constituted just 
one of many refugee populations in 
the years after World War II, and 
many outsiders expected their case 
to be the easiest of the post-war 
refugee crises to resolve. 

Many found shelter in neighbor
ing countries that shared their lan
gllage, religion and culture, and 
where many of them had blood ties. 
Indeed, the roughly equal number 
of Jewish refugees who fled or 
were expelled from the Muslim 
world during the same period were 
quickly resettled in Israel or in the 
'West. 

Unlike the UN High Commission 
for Refugees, or UNHCR, which 
serves the world's other 19.2 mil
(Cont. on page 38. See 
"Unmasking UNRWA, part 2".) 

Israeli forces move in on a Palestinian 
Authority prison in Jedcho on March 14 , 
2006 to capture the killers of Israeli Tourism 
Minister Rehavam Zeaevi. Credit: Aviv DivolIIIDF 
Spokesman's Office, 

Assassins' thwarted jailbreak 
turns into Palestinian violence 
By DAN BARON 
!~L AVIV (JTA) - It was billed as a quick 

mISSIOn to keep convicted killers behind bars 
but it soon spun into a major Middle East crisis: 

Prompted by reports that the Palestinian 
~utho~ity planne~ to free a terrorist squad held 
III Jencho, Israeh security forces struck first 
M~ch 14, blasting .their way into the towering 

. pnson .compound III the ancient West Bank 
town. At least two Palestinians died in shootouts 
as commandos tried to reach the cells of PFLP 
chief Ahmed Sa'aqat and his five comrades. 
~e terr~~sts, jat1ed forassassi~laring Israel'~ 

tounsm rruruster, l\ehavami,zd'evl, III 2001 ana 
for a thwarted attempt to ship arms to the Gaza 
Strip in 2002, vowed to fight to the death. Israel, . 
,,:,hOse ground forces at Jericho were backed by 
arr cover, was no less firm. "They have a choiCe: 
Come out or die," a military source said. The six 
surrendered to Israeli troops that evening, fol
lowing heavy gunfire. Israeli officials said they 
would be transferred to Israeli jails. ' 

It was not so much the televised images of the 
siege that inflamed emotions among 
Palestinians ,and in the wider Arab world, but 

. what was absent: 'the American and British war
dens assigned to monitor the prison. They had 
been withdrawn hours earlier, after warning two 
weeks ago that they would leave if the 
Palestinians did not keep longstanding promises 
to upgrade the wardens' security. 

"The Palestinian Authority has consistently 
failed to meet its obligations" to provide securi
ty, British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw said 
March 14 at the House of Commons in London. 
"Ultimately the safety of our personnel has to 
take precedence," he said. "It is with regret that 
I have to infonn the House that these conditions 
have not been met and we have terminated our 
involvement with the mission today." 

Britain and the United States were at pains to 
emphasize that the Jericho withdrawals were not 
synchronized with the Israeli raid, but some 
Arabs suggested a plot. "Clearly, there is some 
sort of coordination," Arab League chief Amr 
Moussa told Al-Jazeera television. "This raises 
obvious question marks." Israeli security' 
sources said the foreign guards left Jericho ear
lier March 14 after receiving warnings that they 

, could come under attflck from Palestinians intent 
on releasing the high-profile prisoners. The 
Israeli raid was' ordered to prevent a jailbreak, 
the sources said. . . 

Palestinian gunmen retaliated quickly, scour
ing the West Bank and Gaza for anyone of 
Western appearance. 

(Cont. on, page 39. See "Thwarted jailbreak 
turns into Palestinian violence".) 

Com m 1I n.it y 
news: 
Jewish, Federation' 
of Winnipeg Young 
Adult Division vol
unteers help .. at 
"fri en dra.is i fig 
telethons" 
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