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Canadian Jewish, news 
Insurance restrictions lifted for travellers to Israel 
By PAUL LUNGEN 

TORONTO - It, 
appears retail pur
chasers of life insur
ance will no longer 
have to pay a premium 
if they wish to visit 
Israel. 

Canadian insurance 
companies are inform
ing brokers that they 
will no longer require 
extra payment or write 
policies with exclu
sions for those who 
travel to Israel, said 

. David Brown, a part

DAVID BROWN, 
insurer: Most visi
tors to Israel won't 
have to worry about 
whether the visit will 
affect their coverage. 

From the outset, 
Brown contended 
there was no statistical 
data to back up that 
belief. Legislators in, 
the United States' 
seem to have agreed. 
A number of states, 
including California, 
Colorado ' and 
Georgia, have laws 
making it illegal for 
insurers to deny fife 
insurance to people 
who travel to Israel. A 
similar bill is pending 
in the U.S. Congress . 

ner with insurer and financial plan
ner Al G. Brown & Associates. 

That means most people planning 
to visit the Jewish state will no 
longer have to be concerned 
whether the visit will affect their 
coverage. 

"I think this is a major step for
ward for people who want to travel 
to Israel," Brown said. 

Since at least 2000 - coinciding 
with the outbreak of the Palestinian 
intifadah - insurers have placed , 
limitations on policy holders who 
are planning to visit Israel. At first, 
insurers said they would not issue 
policies for those planning a trip, 
but after lobbying from brokers and 
customers, the companies modified 
their position, agreeing to write 
policies but only with exclusionary 
clauses removing their liability if 
someone died in Israel, or by 
requiring an additional premium. 

Canadian irisurers took that 
course after international re-insur
ers, which take on the bulk of the 
risk in many life insurance policies, 
determined that covering visitors to 
Israel was too risky, Brown said. 

The proposed U.S. legislation, 
coupled with lawsuits south of the 
border and the improved security 
situation in Israel, seems to have 
convinced the giant European re
insurers to re-evaluate the risk lev
els of travelling to Israel, Brown 
said. Travellers to the West Bank 
and Gaza will still face extra 'costs 
or exclusions, he added. 

Information Brown, has received 
from Canadian insurers suggest 
premium-free and condition-free 
life insurance policies for those who 
plan to visit Israel will be limited to 
those whose visit is less than eight 
weeks and whose policy does not 
exceed $5 million. 

"They should be able to get a 
'standard life insurance contract 
without a [premium] rating or trav
el exclusion for Israel," he said. 

But Brown suggested that even 
those travellers who may spend 
more time in Israel might be able to 
get life insurance. "I think these are 
soft guidelines and someone who 
doesn't fit within the guidelines 
should still submit their applica
tion," he said. 

RE-NEW MOBILITY 
As for those who 

already own life 
insurance policies 
containing exclusion. 
clauses, Brown said 
there has been no 
indication yet of a 
possible transition 
formula. 
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Complain.ts 
pending over. 

Israeli . 
Apartheid 

'Week 
By SHERI SHEFA 

TORONTO - It's 
been . more than a 
month since Israeli 
Apartheid Wee.\5' was 
held at the University 
of Toronto" but the 
controversy over the 
event is far from over, 
as both Hillel and 
Betar-Tagar say they 
will be filing com
plaints about it with 
the university. 

"We are investigat
ing one lecture in par
ticular," said Tilly 
Shames, Israel affairs 
director of Hillel of 
Greater Toronto. 

While she wouldn't 
share details of 
Hillel's complaint, so 
as not to hinder the 
investigation, she said 
Hillel takes issue with 
the language used by 
a speaker at one of the 
Israeli Apartheid 
Week lectures. 

Jonathan Jaffit, 
director of campus 
affairs. with Betar
Tagar, a Zionist stu
dent group," said 
Betar-Tagar is also 
taking action against 
the Arab Students' 
Collective by filing a 
complaint about one 
of the lectiIres. 

Reprinted with per
nllSSlOn, Canadian 
Jewish News. 

Native group rejects' 
criticism of trip 

By PAUL LUNG EN 
TORONTO- the 

. chief of the Assembly 
of First Nations 
(AFN) is "completely 
unapologetic" about a 
recent visit to Israel 
that has drawn the ire 
pf a collect~on of Arab 
groups,.AFN commu
nications director Don 
KellY'stated two 
weeks ago. 

Chief· . Phil 
Fontaine's trip to 
Israel from Feb. 17 to 
22, along with several 
First Nations leaders, 
was part of an educa-

PHIL FONTAINE, 
chief of the 

. Assembly of First 
Nations: 
"Unapologetic" , 
about his trip to 
Israel with several 
other First Nations 
leaders. 

tional and cultural exchange with the Jewish 
community, Kelly said. 

Fontaine was invited by Canadian Jewish 
Congress, and "our interest is in building 
bridges, not in turning groups away," he said, 
adding it's "very telling that none .of our region
al groups or chiefs signed on to the letter." 

The AFN's visit was criticized in an open let-. 
ter published by the Vancouver-based C;mada' 
Palestine Association (CPA) and endorsed' by an 
assortment of organizations, including the AI-, 
Huda Muslim Society, the International 
Solidarity Movement, Palestine House, and 
Solidarity for Palestinian Human Rights. 

CPA said it's "saddened, hurt and shocked by' 
the visit of a delegation of the AFN to Isrllel" as 
well as Fontaine's statement that noted the 
shared'values of Israelis and Canadian indig~-' 
nous people. The letter accuses Israel of colo
nialism, ethnic cleansing, genocide, apartheid, 
brutality and other crimes. ' . 

The AFN responded with a staterrient by 
Fontaine noting, "Israel and the' First Nations 
share a common interest and goal in rebuilding 
from inflicted harms and commemorating cata~ 
strophic pasts. Israel's resiliency and determina
tion were inspiring and hopeful." 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish 
News. 

Polls predict Kadima will win around 40 seats 
By PAUL LUNGEN 

TORONTO - If the Israeli election 
was held today, Kadima, the centrist 
party created by Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon, would receive between 40 
and 42 seats in the l20-seat Knesset, 
political scientist Asher Arian told a 
luncheon briefrng of the Canadian 
Council for Israel and Jewish 
Advocacy (CIJA) two weeks ago. 

Though pundits say there is slip
page in that number by one seat a 
week, Kadima looks to be the 
choice of the plurality of Israeli 
voters, Arian said. He predicted the 
party led by acting Prime Minister 
Ehud Olmert would win 35 to 40 
seats on election day, March 28. 

Though there have been 16 elec
tions in Israel's history, none have 
produced a majority government. 

"I don't want you to get your 
hopes too high," Arian said. "I'm 
not sure that [this year's] elections 
will be the breakthrough elections" 
many expect them to be. 

Arian, a political science professor 
at Haifa U!liversity and the City 

University of New York, along with 
Tamar Hermann, director of the 
Steinmetz Center for Peace Research 
at Tel Aviv University, briefed a select 
group of business and media people 
last week at the CllA luncheon. CllA 
is a non-partisan, umbrella organiza
tion for, Jewish community advocacy 
aimed at increasing support for Israel. 

The popularity of a centrist party 
such as Kadima is unusual in Israel. 
Parties of the left (Labor) and right 
(Likud) have traditionally formed 
the government in coalition with 
smaller parties. This time, options 
on the right and left are not as 
attractive for voters, Arian said. 

A longtime monitor of Israeli pub
lic opinion attitudes on peace and 
security, Arian said former prime 
minister Be~amin Netanyahu, who 
heads Likud, is. unpopular with 
many voters, while Moroccan-born 
Labor leader Amir Peretz has been 
"unable to attract the, Sephardi 
masses to the Labor Party." 

Reprinted with permission, 
Canadian Jewish News. 
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Winnipeg International Jewish 'Film Festival 
',Screens World-Renowned Features and Documentaries 

l1n Unique and critically-acclaimed filins 
from a number of countries will be present-. 
ed to audiences at the 2006 Winnipeg 

Intemational Jewish Film Festival, March 27 to 
April 5. The festival is presented by The Asper 
Foundation Performances in association with the 
Rose and Max Rady Jewish Conununity Centre. . 

International filins will be screened during the 
ten-day festival at the Berney. Theatre, Asper 
Jewish Community Canlpus, 123 Doncaster 
Street. All foreign-language films are. subtitled in 
English. 

"Each of these highly-acclaimed frlms, filled 
with laughter, sadness, triumph or despair, will 
enlighten and entertain us - body, mind and soul", 
notes Jeff Morry, Senior Project Manager at The 
Asper Foundation. "These films have been specif
ically selected' as they exemplify the power and 
passion of the human spirit." 

A Cantors' Tale is an endearing, feature length 
documentary that tells the story of Hazzanut 
(Jewish cantorial music) in America by taking us 
on a musical voyage from Brooklyn to Jerusalem 
and treating us to special appearances by 
renowned cantors and aficionados of this beautiful 
art form including Joseph Malovany, Ben-Zion 
Miller, Alberto Mizrahi, Matthew Lazar, Neil 
Shicoff, Jackie Mason and Alan Dershowitz. The 
experience of he~ng' the world's most renowned 
cantors ir! ,the sYnagogue was part of lifestyle that 
prqyjded'American Jewry with a rich cultural heir
lOom. With inissionaryzeal; Cantor Jackie 
Mendelson'~ mission is to insure that this legacy is 
passed on to this &11d the next generation to come 
'in a way that is both true to its origins and relevant 
to the modem world. Wilmer Audience Award, 
Washington Jewish Film Festival, 2005. 

Mixed Blessings: The Challenge of Raising 
. :) ,', ': ~ r~ '. . '. -.' , ''I ~ , 

Children in a Jewish-Christian Family is a 
poignant documentary which explores the reli
gious struggles and challenges that take place with 
Jewish-Christian interfaith families when raising 
children. The sensitive film illustrates the emo
tional process four couples encounter as they try to 

. come to terms with their own spiritual and reli
gious beliefs and how, those beliefs get passed . 
down to their children. Special guest filmmaker, 
Jennifer Kaplan will be in attendance for a post
screening discussion. Generously supported by 
the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and YAD 
(young Adult Division). 

Based on. a historical event, the fIlm 
Rosenstrasse portrays the courageous protest of 
Aryan women mamed to Jews against the impris
onment of their husbands in a cell on Rosenstrasse 
in 1943 Berlin. In this moving an inspirational 
movie, an unusual backdrop is the setting for one 
of the most remarkable acts of resistance in World 
War IT, but it was a group of women who chal
lenged Hitler's SS and triumphed. This German 
and Dutch production is Winner of the Best 
Cinematography Award, Bavarian Film Award, 
2004 and Best European Film, David di Donatello 
Awards, 2004. 
. CampfIre, Israel's selection for Best Foreign 

Language Film in 2005 is a fmely shaped story of 
one woman's individual struggle set against the 
backdrop of the religious Zionist settler movement 
in the early 1980s. Rachel Gerlik, a 42 year-old 
widow, mother of two beautiful teenage daugh
ters, wants to join the founding group of a new 
religious settlement in the West Bank. The prob
lem is that t;heacceptance committee won't admit 
her unless she remames and proves that she and 
her daughters can meet the group's religious and 
ideologic;al stan,dWds,. Not only does this film 

illustrate one woman's personal battle, but it also 
is a portrait of a political movement that has for
ever affected millions. of lives in the Middle EasL 
In addition to winning Best Director, Best Film, 
Best Supporting Actress Awards of the Israeli Film 
Academy, 2004 it has been honoured with the 
Fipresci Prize (International Film Critic Award), 
Chicago International Film Festival, 2004. 

Winner of several international awards, includ
ing Best Film and Best Script, Copenhagen Film 
Festival, 2005 and Prize of the Ecumenical Jury, 
Berlin International Film Festival, 2005, Live and 
Become is set in the midst of Operation Moses
the massive airlift of thousands of Ethiopian Jews 
to Israel. This moving, epic feature film brilliantly 
follows the story of an Ethiopian boy who once he 
makes his way to Israel is adopted by a by a 
French Sephardic family in Tel Aviv and throws 
himself into absorbing Hebrew, French, the 
Jewish faith and a new family. 

Produced by France, Belgium, Israel and Italy, 
this poignant feature is an account of culture, iden
tity and belonging. 

Other award-winning films featured at the 
Festival include: Bonjour Monsieur Shlomi 
(Israel), Nina's Tragedies (Israel), Hineini: 

. Coming Out in a Jewish High School (USA), 
Walk on Water (Israel/Sweden) and Tum Left at 
the End of the World (Israel/France). 

Tickets are available by calling the Rady Jewish 
Community Centre or on-line at 
www.radyjcc.com - click on Ticket Central. Flex 
Packs (four different films) and Festival Passes are 
also available. The Wmnipeg International Jewish 
Film Festival is presented in conjunction with 
Jewish Students Association/Hillel and generous
ly supported by The Jewish Post and News and 
Winnipeg Free Press. 
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