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~~i~ Sports news 
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/. Jewish Australian Games this ,summer first of their. kind 

. 

• . ! 

. Maccabi Canada looking for interested Canadian athl~tes . 

When this column began in the late '70s, 
· I suggested that if I stood outside th~ 

, then-Rosh Pina,Synagogue with clip-
board in hand, and took a survey of how many 
congregants had ever heard of the Maccabiah 
Games in Israel, a large majority would confess 
that their knowledge of the eyent was minimal, 
at best. 

A phone call last 
THE SPORTING TOUCH' month from ·Dr. Gerald 

Olin, currently the 
Manitoba . regional 

By chair and now also 
member of the National 
Athletic Committee of. 
Maccabi Canada, 

HARVEY ROSEN proved both informa-
tive find ,educational 

when he told me that the Maccabi Australia 
International Games were taking place this sum
mer in Sydney. 
, In this instance, my knowledge wasn't "mini-

mal, at best." It was blatantly non-existent. Olin 
assured me I hadn't ever heard of the event down 
under because, in fact, it had never been held 
before. 
. For the first time, an event on the Maccabi 

World Union Calendar, will be held at venues 
that were built for the Olympics. 

The Jewish Australian Games are open for 
adults only. Sporting events so far confirmed are 
basketball, football, golf, field hockey, karate, 
lawn bowls, swimming, table tennis, ten-pin 
bowling, tennis, and triathlon. 

"Maccabi Canada is looking for Canadian ath
letes to partake in the Australia Games this sum
mer," said Olin. "Departure to Australia is on 
June 27·h with a return to Canada on July 11th. If 
anyone would like to contact me with questions, 

JERRY'S CONCRETE WORKS 
• Specializing in residential concrete 

• 3 I years experience 
• references available • t:wo year warrranty 

• interest free financing 
IAi:l . also stamped and exposed aggregate 
~ • bonded & insured • free estimates 

• seniors discounts • no deposit required 

Call Jerry 661-4444 
www.jerrysconcrete.com 

Bieber Securities Inc. 
A Manitoba Full Service Investment Firm 

Floating Rate - Fixed Income 

6 75 oy. Initial Ta,gated Yield. 
generally at 2.50% • 0 over 10 Year U.S. 

Treasury Notes. 

Adjustable Rate MBS Trust . 
Rated "AAf' by S&P 

(Provisional Raling) call Ed Balcewlch 
946-0297 or 1-800·205·9070 

ebalcewicb@biebersec.mb.ca 
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people can call me." , 
During our conver

sation, I was slowly 
. trying to connect the 
dots, so to speak. A 
Jewish sports compe
tition in Australia ... 
for the fust time ever? 

"Does . this creation 
have anything to do 
with the Maccabiah 
Gam~s bridge col
lapse in 1997 which 
took place in Israel?" I 
inquired. 

The good doctor 
confIrmed my suspi
cions, and explained 
that "countries of the 

13 BOYs BL~CK, 
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along with Noah 
'Chochinov were 
prominent members 
of the 2005~06 '13-
year old division 
Winnipeg Minor 
Basketball 
Association _ City 
Championship team 
from River Heights 
Community Centre. 

The team was 19-0 
for the season, win
ning the title game vs. 
Kirkfield Westwood 
CC 33-31 in a thriller 
on March 5·h• Coaches 
were Rick Wolfson 
and his son Ben. 

· world are trying to 
send a strong group to 
Australia to partici
pate and show support 
to the country," which 
was most affected by 
the shocking catastro
phe . 

From left: Brayden Bernstein, 
Chochiilov, and Matthew Bernstein. 

Noah 

For Brayden and 
Matthew, it was their 
second championship 
this year. Their Minor 
Bantam football team 
the Charles wood 
Broncos beat 

The calamity took place as the Australian del
egation . and some' 
other athletes walked 
over a temporary 
bridge on their way 

Greendell Falcons in early 'November on 
Brayden's bar mitzvah weekend. ' 

· toward the Ramat Gan 
Stadium to participate 
in the opening cere
mony. Two Australian 
athletes immediately' 
drowned in the 
Yarkon River and 
hundreds were 
injured. Two others 
died weeks later as the 
result of, complica
tions linked to conta
minants in the pollut
ed water of the 
Yarkon. Dozens of 
athletes who were 
injured in the bridge 
disaster later suffered 
illnesses, according to 
Naomi Segal of the 
JTA. 

APHA Rangers hockey team. From left: Torey Korsunsky, Reese 
Ratson, Justin Rabb, and Isaac BeHan 

A trial that lasted more than two years and 
found five people guilty of negligence ordered 
that between $15 and $20 million be given to the 
injured victims and to the families of the 
deceased. 

Many in the Australian Jewish community 
were relieved by the verdict, but there is still the 
lingering pain that for some, will require much 
more time to heal. 

Maccabi Canada, in a show of strength to 
Australian Jewry, wants to be part of that support 
group of countries by sending athletes to Sydney 
this summer with a large contingent of adult 
Jewish Canadians. 

That's where Manitobans may be afforded the 
Opportunity by participating in this fust-Ume 
extravaganza involving Jewish athletes from 
around the world. 

Hats off also to Torey Korsunsky, Reese 
Ratson, and Justin Rabb of Gray Academy and 
Isaac Bellan,who attends Brock Corydon; they 
were all instrumental in the Assiniboine Park 
Hockey Association Rangers l1-year-old boys 
elite AA Minor Peewee team, winning the city 
title while compiling a record of 8-1 in their 
march. 

Torey and Justin are forwards, Isaac plays 
defence, and Reese is a goalie. 

The team also captured the gold medal at the 
Fargo Flyers Tournament in early January. 

Interestingly, . going into the playoffs, the 
Rangers were underdogs, having fInished fourth 
in the standings o~t of eight teams to fInish at 
only 12-14-2. The play-off bound team then pro- . 
ceeded to play their best hockey of the season. 

. * * * The'writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former 
It turns out that the,Gray Academy of Jewish school teacher, and covers football and.hockey 
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Canadian Jewish news 

Toronto ,school board pulls Three Wishes 
By PAUL LUNGEN 

TORONTO - The Toronto 
District School Board (TDSB) has 
joined th.e York Region District 
School Board in removing a contro
versial book about the Middle East 
from a children's after-school read
ing program. 

The TDSB announced last week 
it was pulling Three Wishes; 
Palestinian and Israeli Children 
Speak from the Ontario Library 
Association's Silver Birch reading 
program and removing it from 
school and library shelves. 
Children in Grade' 7 and up will 
still be able to bon-ow the book 
from a librarian or school office. 

The move came after Canadian 
Jewish Congress asked the TDSB 
and other school boards across the 
province to reconsider whether 
. Three Wishes was appropriate for 
children in grades 4,5 and 6. 
Congress argued the book failed to 
provide sufficient historical context 
to the conflict while demonizing 
the Israeli army and making suicide 

. bombing appear as a legitimate 
recourse for Palestinian children. 

, York's school board pulled the 
book about two months ago after 

. teacher Sarah. Burakowski raised 

concerns about it to board adminis
trators .. At the time, the TDSB 
declined to follow suit. 

"I'm glad they (the TDSB) made 
the right decision. What took them 
so long?" Burakowski said, 
'~'I'm very happy to be working 

for a board - York Region - that is 
not afraid to make a statement and 
make a decision in the best interests 
of students that might be controver
sial," she added. 

Len Rudner, director of commu
nity relations for Canadian Jewish 
Congress, said, "The TDSB looh!d 
at our concerns, evaluated and 
weighed that, and they found there 
is validity to our position and acted 
accordingly." 

In other developments, the Avon 
Maitland District School Board in 
southwestern Ontario aIUlounced it 
had evaluated Three Wishes and 
would continue to offer it to its stu
dents. Earlier, the Kingston-area 
Limestone District School Board 
decided teachers would be required 
to discuss the book with students 
before children would be allowed 
to read it. 

School boards in Ottawa, Niagara 
and Windsor have limited children's 
access to Three Wishes as well. 

. , Man dit:s six days after shul fire, 
Reprinted with per

nllSSlOn, Canadian 
Jewish News . .. By DAVID LAzARUS .' . ....... " 

MONTREAL;... One of two men injured in a 
, March 10 fire at a MontTeal synagogue suc

cumbed to his injuries last week. 
AhaI'on Ben Hanna Chekory had been in a 

coma for six days before dying March 16. He 
and another worshipper at the Centre Merkaz 
Sepharade jumped from a window on the second 
floor, where services were conducted, after a fire 
erupted in the kitchen of the century-old stmc
ture in Cote-des-Neiges. 

Thirteen other congregants escaped without . . . 
ll1Jury. 

According to fire department spokesperson 
Rick Leckner, Ben Hanna Chekory suffered a 
severe skull fracture. The other congregant 
broke his femur bone. 
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,Share the Joy of Passover at 
the Annual Community 

Pesach Seder 

On Thursday, April 13 at 
7 :00 p.m. the Annual 
Community Passover 

Seder will be held at 
Congregation Etz ,CI1ayim, 123 
Matheson Ave. E. This is a won
derful opportunity for the entire 
community to come together aIId 
enjoy the holiday of Pcsach. If 
last year's Seder is any indica-

. tion this year's Seder is sure to be 
just as engaging and haimsche 
for people of all ages. Moreover, 
this interactive Seder experience 
will be complete with traditional 
songs, paI·ticipation of children 
and adults and special treats for 
the young ones in attendance. 

We are pleased to announce 
that this year's seder will be led 
by Steven Hyman. Steven is in 
the Department of Spiritual Care 
at the Simkin Centre' of the 
Sharon Home where he leads all 
S.habbat and holiday services for 
residents and their families. In 
addition to being active with 
many Jewish organizations and 

synagogues in our community, 
Steven along with his wife Ilana 
Abrams, have lead family 
Kabbalat Shabbat Services at 
Congregation Etz Chayim. 

Congregation Etz Chayim's 
catering service is preparing a 
delicious four course meal for 
everyone to enjoy. Family 'tables 
can be arranged and vegetarian 
meals are available with adVaIICe 
alTangements. 

Don't delay in booking your 
tickets for this enjoyable and 
meaningful community event. 
Please make your reservation by 
calling either the Rady Jewish 
Community Centre or 
Congregation Etz Chayim. 

The Seder is presented by the 
Rose and Max Rady' Jewish 
Community Centre in associa
tion with the Jewish Federation 
of Winnipeg. The generous sup
port of Congregation Etz 
Chayim, Congregation Shaarey 
Zedek and Jewish Child & 
Family Service is acknowledged. 

in association with JEWISH FEDERATION OF WINNIPEG 

Share oy the 
'. of . 

Passover 
The synagogue expressed its "deep sadness" at 

the death of Ben HalUla Chekory, who was 
reportedly in his 70s, and it invited members of 
the Jewish community to pay its respects at 
March 17 funeral services . 

Despite reports the synagogue had been van
dalized three time in the previous month, fire 
officials concluded that electrical problems trig
gered the three-alarm blaze, which erupted at 
6:45 p.m. and took 75 firefighters more than an 
hour to quell. However, they were able to limit 
extensive damage to the first floor. 

ommun 
Pesach Seeler 

"It was accidental in nature," Leckner said. 
Firefighters were able to salvage five Torah 

scrolls from the shul, which erupted in flames 
less than an hour after the start of Shabbat. 
Besides the fatality, the blaze caused thousands 
of dollars in damage. 

The structure has housed the congregation for 
almost 50 years. ' . 

Leckner said that while it was not initially 
apparent to firefighters that the building served 
as a synagogue, the fire crew consulted with the ' 
rabbi and "organized a 'rescue' of the syna
gogue's Torahs." 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish 
News . 
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Seder will be lead 
by Steven Hyman 

Adults - $40.00 
(GST Included) 

ChiJdren 3-11 Years - $:14.50 
Children 2 Years and Under - $5.00 

". ,- , " 

Family tables can 
be arranged with 
ticket purchase. 

The generous supprt 
of the following Is 

acknowledged: 
~. 

EtzChaym, 

~ 
Shaarey Zedek 


