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u.s. Jewish news 
" 

Massad·offers the best Jewish 
summer camping experience 

This is an exciting time fO. r register on the spot! 
Camp Massad! The camp, Camp Massad is a uniquely 
which has been an institu- Jewish camp that makes every 

tion in the Winnipeg Jewish com- child feel special. Campers, who 
munity for more than 50 years, range in age from 7 to 16; come 
has just been recognized for its from Winnipeg as well as across 
outstanding programming and North Americ!! and include many 
commitment to Jewish culture, children who have recently 
Jewish learning and Jewish iden- immigrated to Canada. 
tity with a prestigious Daytime activities at Massad 
Cornerstone Fellowship Grant . include a variety of sports, swim-
from the Foundation of Jewish ming boating, dancing, drama 
Camping. And now with summer and arts and crafts, while evening 
just around the comer, Massad is programs at Massad are innova-
holding an information evening tive, interactive and often unbe-
for parents and children to learn lievable. The atmosphere at 
more about the incredible sum- Massad is warm and nurturing, 
mer experience that is Camp the counsellors at Camp Massad 
Massad. represent the best of Winnipeg 

This information evening, Jewish youth, and the commit-
which takes place in Room B211 ment at Camp Massad to give 
at the Asper Jewish Community .' every child the best Jewish 
Campus at 7:30 p.m. on camping experience ever, is 
Thursday, April 6th, will give unwavenng. 
potential. campers and their par- To learn' more about Camp 
ents the opportunity, to view a Massad phone the camp office at 
slide show and videos, ask ques- the number in the ad below, visit 
tions, and meet some of the the camp website at www.camp-
extraordinary counsellors and massad.ca and come out to the 
administrators of Massad. If they information evening on 
wish, they also will be able to Thursday, April 6th! 

INFORMATION EVENING 
for parents and chi1dren age 7-16 

Charla Informativa 
para padres y chicos de 7 a 16 aDOS 

JIarepb MaccaJ]; 
HH«)JopMa~HOHHblH BelJep 

,l1,JIH pOJ];HTeJleii H J];eTeii 7 - 16 JIeT 

Thu~sday, April 6,7:30 p.m. 
Room B211, Asper Jewish Community Campus 

123 Doncaster 
* ASK QUESTIONS 
* WATCH A SLIDE SHOW AND VIDEOS 
* MEET OUR AMAZING ADMINISTRATORS AND COUNSELLORS 
* REGISTRATIONS ~CCEPTED 

Descubri porque tu hijo/a va a tener 
una experiencia ino1vidab1e este 
verano en CAMP MASSAD. 

Y1HaiiTe nOqeMY BaWB ,a;eTB laMeqaTeJlbHO' 
npOBe,a;YT BpeMH B Jlarepe Macca,a; 

For further information phone 477-7487 or 
visit www.campmassad.ca 
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F oeus on issues 
" . 

Study: Gay and lesbian Jews 
·don't feel welcome in community 
By RACHEL 
SILVERMAN 

approach to 
homosexuality, 
with a decision 
expected in 
December. Rabbi 
Eric Yoffie, presi
dent of the Union 
for Reform 

NEW YORK (JTA) 
- It's hard to make 
good decisions with
out all the facts. 
Thafs the message 
that _ a team of 
researchers studying 
lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and trans gender Jews 
hope to send to the 
organized Jewish 
world as it' grapples 
with its approach to 
homosexuality. 

Mosaic: The 
National Jewish 
Center for Sexual and 
Gender Diversity, a 
Denver-based adyoca
cy group, this month 
released the first of 

GREGG DRINKWATER, 
executive director of 
Mosaic: The National 
Jewish .Center for 
Sexual and Gender 
Diversity, a Denver
based ~dvocacy group. 
Credit: Michael Graham. 

. Judaism, said the 
study results were 
"not surprising." 
"We've been con
scious and con
cerned about this 
question for a long 
time," he said. 
"But there are 
pockets in our 
movement' that 
could do better." 

The Colorado 
study, conducted. 

three studies it plans to undertake 
in tl;lecoming year on lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and trans gender Jews. The 
preliminary study looked at the 
interplay between Jewish organiza
tions and the LGBT community in 
the ' Denver/Boulder area. 
Surveying 32 Jewish communal 
professionals who represent rough
ly 40 per cent·· of the region's 
Jewish organizations, the report 

, determined that Colorado's Jewish 
institutions have a long way to go 
in terms of LGBT inclusion. 

Shawn Landres, a Mosaic board 
member who serves as research 
director of Synagogue 3000, a 
trans-denominational synagogue 
revitalization effort, applauded the 
studies for providing data for the 
public debate. "This is an important 
first step in changing the conversa
tion about what we know and how 
we know it," he said. "We don't 
know how many LGBT Jews have 
given up on Jewish life because 
they feel so excluded that all the 
pictures are of the husband and the 
wife and the 2.5 kids, and how 
many LGBT folks are sitting there 
feeling simply fantastic that their 
synagogue has got it right," he con
tinued. "We're flying blind right 
now." 

Whether the situation in Denver 
is mirrored at the national level is 
unclear. Rabbi Jerome Epstein, 
executive vice president of the 
United Synagogue of Conservative 
Judaism, said that though 
Conservative synagogues have 
made strides in including lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender Jews, 
there's, still more work to be done. 
"It's a real challenge 'to help people 
feel better and more involved and 
more closely connected to the syn
agogue, he said. "We can't use 
halachah as an excuse for not 
reaching out in any way that you 
could." 

The Conservative movement is in 
the midst of re-evaluating its 

from December 
2004 to December 2005, found that 
while many ofthe institutions con
sidered themselves open and wel
coming, lesbian and gay Jews dis
agreed. The 21 lesbian, gay, bisex
ual or trans gender Jews surveyed 
communicated feelings of alien
ation from the Jewish community 
at large., .' 

Gregg Drinkwater,' Mosaic's 
. executive director, said the tension 

stems from ail inherent misunder
standing of the meaning of inclu
siveness. "For Jewish community 
professionals, being welcoming is 
being blind to difference," he 
explained. "The LGBT community 
wants a step beyond tolerance. 
They want inclusive. and welcom~ . 
ing - affirming difference, not 
ignoring it." Drinkwater said les
bian and gay Jews can't help but 
stand out in Jewish life, which 
emphasizes heterosexual rituals 
like weddings and singles events. 

Affiliation rates in the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgendered 
community remain lower than for 
other Jews. For example, the "over
whelming majority" of 
Denver/Boulder's LGBT Jews -
which MosaiC estimates at 5,000, 
out of a total Jewish population it 
sets at 75,000 - are unaffiliated or 
minimally involved, according to 
the study. "Why would you want to 
be a member of a club that doesn't 
want you?" Drinkwater asked. 

Sharon Kleinbaum, senior rabbi 
at New York City's Congregation 
Beth Simchat Torah, which serves 
primarily gay, lesbian, bis~xual and 
transgender Jews, also described an 
air of exclusivity. "It's a little bit 
like a WASPy country club," she 
said. "They say, 'Of course we'll 
allow Jewish country club mem
bers, as long as they act and talk 
and walk just like us.'" 

Drinkwater said Mosaic plans to 
use the fmdings to spark dililogue 
among staff in. synagogues, JCCs 
and local federations. 
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'. Around 'the Jewish world 

'Whatembargo? American Jefl!s take on needs. of Cuban coreligionists 
By 
LUXNER 

LARRY 

. MIAMI (JTA) -
The B 'nai B'rith .-
Cuban Jewish Relief 
Project has become 
one of the best-known 
U.S. religious human
itarian groups work
ing in Cuba today. Its, 
driving force is 
Stanley Cohen" who 
has been to Cuba 27 
times since establish
ing the project in. 
1995. 

The facade of Congregacion Hatikva, located 
on Calle Corona in colonial Santiago de 
Cuba. The synagogue, established in 1928, 
serves the religious needs of the city's remain
ing 90 Jews. Credit: Larl)' Luxnerl.lTA. , 

"Our mission was 
clear: we wanted to 
help the Cuban Jewish 
popUlation surVIve 
and grow strong," 

, Cohen said. "In the 
first couple of years 

A Jewish family gathers for dinner at their home in Santiago de Cuba, 
in a file photo: Cuba today has about 1500 Jews. Credit: Lan:v LlIxllerlJTA, 

end retreat organized by Isaac Rousso, president 
cif the B 'nai B'rith lodge. Cohen said 150 people 
traveled on three buses from Havana to Pinar del 
Rio for the retreat. 

our goal was to understand the difficulties facing 
the community. How could the needs of the com
munity be met when little to no. money was 
available, and the average salary of Cubans is 
below $20 U.S. per month? "The three syna
goguesin Havana were in disrepair, and then as 
ndw there were no rabbis to lead or teach," he 
continued. "Obviously there was no hope ofrais
ing money from within the Jewish community." 

On the other hand, in 1991 the Castro regime 
relaxed its opposition to religious practice, and 
Jews began returning t() their roots. While the 
island's 1,500 or so Jews are no wealthier than 
anyone else in Cuba, they do enjoy certain 
advantages. One is aCGess to kosher meat, which 
is 'guaranteed by the government despite its hos
tility toward Israel. Another is the deep interest 

,American Jews have taken in Cuba, through 
efforts by B 'nai B '.rith, the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee and similar 
groups. 

"In a program that continues to this day, the 
JDC provides religious teachers from Argentina 
- usually a young' couple - for periods of 
approximately two years, to assist the communi
ty with Jewish ritual and tradition," Cohen said. 
"These teachers are based at the main synagogue 
in Havana, Beth Shalom, and make periodic trips 
to the synagogues in Camagueyand Santiago de 
Cuba." 

By 1999, Beth Shalom, also known as. the 
Patronato, had been repaired, and many Jews, 
along with non-Jewish spouses who had con
verted, began participating for the first time. In 
addition, the Orthodox synagogue in Old 
Havana, Congregacion Adat Israel, has been 
completely renovated, as has the Centro Sefaradi 
synagogue in Vedado. 'In 2000, B 'nai B'rith 
shipped a container of new medical textbooks 
worth $500;000 U.S. to the University ot 
Havana's medical school. 

Due to the embargo, the books couldn't be 
shipped to Cuba directly, so they traveled from 
Pittsburgh to Baltimore to Antwerp, Belgium, 
and finally to Havana. The organization also 
paid to have 280 new wheelchairs shipped from 
China to Cuba, where they were distributed to 
hospitals and clinics. In 2001, B 'nai B'rith start
ed its Tzedakah Project with 20 elderly benefi
ciaries. 

"In Cuba, retired persons receive pensions of 
$10 U.S. per month, along with a small food 
allowance. The Tzedakah Project provides each 
retiree with an additional $10 U.S. a month, 
bringing their income in line with the average 

.. 

Cuban income, We now have 55 people receiv
ing assistance through this program,"· Cohen 
said. "We are also happy to report that as of this 
date, 86 children are enrolled in Jewish religious 
school in Havana." 

According to Cohen, B 'nai B'rith Cuba 
Maimonides Lodge, which for years was inac
tive, has become the most important Jewish 
organization in Cuba today, with 85 members. 
"Our funding of their activities has encouraged 
the lodge to be active in all facets of community 
life," he said, adding that a monthly community 
newspaper, Fragmentos, is now published in 
Spanish. 

B 'nai B 'tith 's most recent mission to Cuba 
was December 7-15, 2005; it included 25 partic
ipants from the United States and two from 
Israel. During the mission, Pittsburgh synagogue 
Adat Shalom and the Noznisky family of Union, 
N.J., each donated a Torah to the isolated Jewish 
commUnItIeS of 
Camaguey and Santa 
Clara. 

"Most of the Cuban 
attendees had never 
touched a Torah or 
even been close to a 
Torah before," Cohen 
said. "The ceremony 
was extremely emo
tional because it had 
been many years since 
a Torah had been pre
sented to the Cuban 
Jewish community. 
The Torahs were 
hand-carried from 
their respective cities 
and one of them even 
had a seat on the 
plane.," 

"Each family was given a menorah and can
dles for Chanukah. In addition, a raffle was held 
and each person was given an additional piece of 
Judaica such as a mezuzah, Sabbath candles or a 
tal1it," he said. "One of our goals is to make sure 
that each Jewish Cuban family hasthe necessary' 
religious items" to celebrate all the Jewish holi
days. ' 

One mission participant, Harry Rosenzweig, 
has offered to pay $21,000 U.S. to build a syna
gogue in Santa Clara, which will serve not only 
the 23 Jews there but also Jewish families in 
Cienfuegos and Sancti Spiritus. If all goes 
according to plan, this will be the first synagogue 
- and one of the few houses of worship of any 
religion - to open in Cuba since the 1959 revo
lution. 

Over the years, Cohen estimates that his relief 
project has taken over $6 million U.S. worth of 
medicine, Judaica and other supplies to Cuba. 

In addition, the 
group brought over 
400 pounds of Jewish 
religious objects, 
medicines and 
humanitarian sup-
plies, as well as mone
tary donations to all 
the synagogues. The 
group flew direct on a 

. charter flight from 
Miami approved by 
the U.S. Treasury. 
One highlight of the 
mission was a week-

Hue Iraq vigil 
Students, 'alumni and faculty at Hebrew Union College-Jewish. 
Institute of Religion sing March 20, 2006, during a memorial ceremo
ny in New York commemorating coalition troops and Iraqi civilians 
killed during the war in Iraq. The service, which included reading,the 
names of more than 5,000 wartime casualties, marked the third 
anniversary of fighting in Iraq. Among the roughly two dozen partici. 
pants was Sharon Kunitz, a second-year cantorial student whose 20. 
year-old son, Brian Parker, is serving as a marine in Fallujah. Kunitz 
expressed conflicted feelings on the country's continued role in Iraq. 
"I've never supported the war," the Huntsville, Ala., native said. "But 
supporting our troops and being in support of the war are two com. 
pletely different things. I'm incredibly proud of him for his, decision to 
serve his country," she continued. "I hope he feels he's doing good 
work there and that he's there for a reason." Credit: HUC. 
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