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Editorial/ comment 

Likud in coalition could ensure continued deadlock 

I n the days immediately after the March 28 
Israeli election, many 'commentators forecast 
a new coalition government with a 

centre/leftwing tilt. 
By late last week, however, it appeared that 

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert has a more 
rightwing political agenda. 

Olmert said in an interview published March 
30 that he would consider inviting the Likud 
Party into coalition .talks slated to begin this 
week. 

Such a development will likely make it much 
harder for Olmert to fulfill the central pledge of 
his Kadima Party, which won the biggest bloc of 
Seats in the election. 

That pledge is to have Israel "disengage" from 
most of the West Bank, and consolidate all West 
Bank Jewish settlers in blocs closer to Israel's 
1967 border. Kadima's platfonn also calls for 
Olmert to declare the country's "final borders" 
by 2010, whether or not a Palestinian govern
ment agrees to that. 

. " ~e now-comatose Ariel Sharon headed the 
Likud Party for years; he abandoned it last fall 

to fonn Kedima, after Likud's central committee 
refused to accept withdrawals from the West 
Bank as extensive as he would like. It also ruled 
out further unilateral withdrawals, without 
Palestinian concessions in exchange. 

By seeking as broad a coalition as possible, 
including'Likud, Olmert might be lauded in 
some quarters for being pragmatic and trying to 
establish a consensus. 

But if he includes Likud in that coalition - a 
move that will also require concessions on 
Olm~rt's part - that could seriously undennine 
Kadima's central pledge of extensive territorial 
withdrawals and a final and clearer separation of 
Israeli and Palestinian populations. 

The largest blocs of Israeli voters cast their 
ballots for Kadima and Labor. Olmert's bid to 
include Likud in his government despite its poor 
showing in the election suggests he's really a 
Likud diehard despite his claims to be a centrist 
- a leopard who won't change his spots. Likud's 
hardline stance is more likely to ensure contin
ued deadlock, rather than eventual separation of 
populations in the West Bank. 
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Israeli election results and some preliminary predictions 
Labor, Meretz, new Pensioners Party most likely coalition partners for Kadima 

T he March 28 elections in Israel have pro- will at least be asked first to fonn the new gov-
.. foundly reshaped the political landscape: ernment. A Kadima-led government seems, at 

The fonnerly dominant Likud has been this point, the most likely outcome. 
reduced to a rump party made up only of right- Because Kadima's sole reason for existence is 
leaning nationalists and opportunistic politicians based on immediate and forceful changes in the 
seeking power; two new parties have leaped into Israeli-Palestinian relationship, its government 
relevance _(Kadima and the Pensioners Parry); program will be anchored by its peace policy. It 
and alternate rightist parties have enjoyed a will wait to see whether Hamas will engage in 

resurgence (a renewed serious negotiations, but if it doesn't, Kadima 
BfHINDlHEHEADUNES National Religious plans to unilaterally withdraw from parts of the 

Party and Yisrael West Bank and set a final border between Israel 
Beiteinu). and a Pal~stinian state by 2010. 
- We can guess that Given this objective, only certain parties will 
Kadima, with the most be acceptable as co~lition parties. The Likud is 
seats in the Knesset Israel's newly elected prime minister, Ehud not. Labor, Meretz, and the new Pensioners 

By 

(28), will be the senior Olmert, hugs Shimon Peres before making Party are the most likely partners, which would 
party in the next gov- his victory speech near Jerusalem, March 29, give the government 61 seats - a majority in the BRENT E. SASLEY 
ernment (though Labor, '2006. Credit: Brian HelldlerlJTA. Knesset. However, in order to obtain at least 
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with 20 seats, is working hard to be the favored 
party). Aside from this, we can make some con
fident guesses about which other parties will be 
asked to fonn a coalition, based on· Kadima 's 
stated objectives and those of the other parties. 

Kadima did poorly compared to the initial sur
veys conducted immediately after itwas fonned. 
For a long time, it was predicted based on these 
polls to garner about 40 seats. Its numbers did 
not slip significantly (to the mid or low 30s) until 
around the middle of March. In part this is nat
ural: p~rties?~ten poll well at the beginning, but 
as their pohcles (and those of other parties) 
become clearer, circumstances change, and vot
ers are no longer enamored by the newness of a 
party; citizens also become wary of voting too 
much for change. 

Because of this less-than-hoped-for showing 
Kadima will have to seek support from several 
other parties. Based on the consistent rhetoric of 
Kadima and the other parties, as well as their 
overall positions on peace talks with the 
Palestinians, we can offer some preliminary 
inferences about what the next government may 
look like. 

Israeli politics is driven by individual politi
cian~ see~~ power for ~e~~elves, and parties 
seeking pnvtleges and pnonttes for their agen
das, with some policy principles thrown in. 
Already parties are lobbying to have Labor head 
the next government, because of bad blood 
between them and Kadima. But as the largest 
party in the Knesset, tradition has it that Kadima 

some religious sanction for his policies, Kadima 
leader Ehud Olmert will also want to bring Shas 
into the coalition. At the same time, there has 
been some talk among Kadima officials of bring
ing the more hardline Yisrael Beiteinu along as 
well. This might result in Meretz leaving, and 
cause problems between Yisrael Beiteinu and 
Labor, which disagree on socio-economic issues. 

The key question is how likely will each party 
support Kadima's peace policy and how long 
will a coalition be kept intact, considering that in 
recent years, coalition governments have unrav
eled at lightning speed on a regular basis. If 
Labor and the Pensioners Party are the most like
ly partners,the government will still have to be 
rounded out with more support to reach a com
fortable majority in the KnesseL The likely alter
nates are Shas and Yisrael Beiteinu. 

Shas is considered unreliable, given its pen
chant for putting forward ever-new demands in 
return for more resources diverted to its agenda. 
But it would be a representative of the Sephardi 
and religious segments of the population that 
wo~ld give Kadima more legitimacy and cover 
for I~S West Bank withdrawals. The price, usual
ly. high for Shas participation in government, 
mIght not be too onerous this time, since Olmert 
has lots of other parties to tum to if Shas proves 
too intransigent. 
. On the other hand, briDging Yisrael Beiteinu 
mto the government would be a brilliant move, 
proving that the unilateral plan has even right
(Cont. on page AS. See "Brent Sasley".) 
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Comment/letters 

Jordanian law faculty dean presents his version of history 
Selective interpretation of events at U of M roundtable discussion 

T he dichotomy 
over the 'same 
history, the same 

facts in the Israeli/Arab 
conflict could not have 
been made more abun
dantly clear than what 
transpired about ten 
days ago. 

AD LIB 

whose population is 6 
million, as many are 
having difficulty earn
ing a living. 
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The central library at Yarmouk University, 
where Professor Mohamed Y. Olwan works: 

The presentation that 
this writer was specifi
cally invited to attend 
was a roundtable dis
cussion at the Arthur V. 
Mauro Centre for 
Peace and Justice at St. 
Paul's College at which 
the dean held forth on 
"Israel and Palestine: 

He offered a different historical perspective 
on Israeli-Palestinian history. 

Prospects for the Rule 
of Law". About a 

A Jordanian law dean 
and this writer engaged 
in a dialogue on this 

subject at the University of Manitoba. What 
emerged were two distinct interpretations of the 
same history, the same facts. 

Professor Mohamed Y. Olwan, dean of the 
Faculty of Law at Yarmouk University in Irbid, 
Jordan spent March 22nd to 25th as a distin
guished visitor at the Faculty of Law at· the 
University of Manitoba. He met with faculty and 
students, presented lectures and participated in 
discussions on academic legal and other subjects 
of mutual interest. 

Olwan was born in a village near Ramallah in 
what is now the West Bank. Currently a citizen 
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, he earned 
his law degree at the University of Alexandria in . 
. Egypt in 19ffiand his doctorate in international 
law in 1971 at the Universite Pantheon; Paris. 

He served as a judge in the Administrative 
Tribunal of the Arab League from 1991 to 1994, 
and continues as legal counsel to the Red Cross 
in Amman and to the Jordanian government, 
specifically for its relations with the government 
of Israel. He was involved with the dr·afting of 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace agreement. 

Yarmouk University has· a. student body of 
about 23,000 and Irbid, the city in which it is 
located, a population of 700,000, strong parallels 
with the U of M and Winnipeg. The law faculty 
has 700 students, about twice as many as 
Manitoba. Dean Olwan says that at 7,000, there 
are too many lawyers practicing in Jordan, 

Brent Sasley 
(Cont. from page A4.) . . 
wing supporters in addition to left-wingers and 
centrists. Tlie party also shares similar economic 
ideas with Kadima. And it is far less likely to 
make continuous and difficult demands than 
Shas. The problem, of course, is that Yisrael 
Beiteinu does not. support giving up West Bank 
land which would undennine the whole point of 
a K~dima government. Olmert may think he can 
convince Yisrael Beiteinu's leaders of the bene
fits to Israel of more withdrawal, but it will not 
be easy. . 

Because coalition talks have only Just begun, 
even infonnally, and because at the beginning of 
any bargaining session, negotiators start off with 
more unrealistic positions to strengthen them
selves we cannot take everything that is being 
said t~day at face value. Some preliminary pre: 
dictions are outlined above, based on past Israeh 
political experience and curre?t rhetoric. How.it 
plays out in the end, and how It affec~s t~e peace 
process, can only be known for sure 111 t~me. . 

Brent E. Sasley is a doctoral candIdate In 

Political Science at McGill University, in Middle 
East politics. He can be reached at 
brent.sasley@shaw.ca 

dozen academics and law students were in atten
dance. 

Olwan chose to discuss the subject from an 
historical perspective, leading up to the current 
situation. After pointing out that "Palestinians" 
have continuously inhabited the area between 
the Jordan River and the Mediterranean long 
before the birth of Christ, he started his tour of 
contemporary history with the Balfour 
Declaration by the British Government in 1917 
("His Majesty's Government views with favor 
the establishment of a Jewish state in 
Palestine"), being quick to point out that the dec
laration also adds "while respecting the rights of 
all other peoples in the region." 

According to the dean: 
Just as for Jews the Balfour Declaration is the 

legal foundation to their claim for a Jewish state, 
so, also is it for the Palestinians and the state to 
which they are entitled. 

The flight and expUlsion of Arabs from Israeli 
territory following the 1948 War bf 
Independence founds their "right of return" as 
refugees, including their children" grandchil
dren,and great grandchildren, supported by a 
series of United Nations General Assembly res
olutions. 

After the Six-Day War of 1967, in which 
Israel "conquered" Gaza, the Sinai Peninsula, 
the West ,Bank and the Golan Heights, U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 242 says that land 
acquired by war must be returned, making the . 
Israeli occupation of Gaza. (until last year) and 
the West Bank illegal. The dean conveniently 
overlooked the other part of the Resolution 
which states that the U.N. recognizes the right of 
all states in the region to exist within secure and 
defensible borders. 

The same kind of selective interpretation was 
applied to the occupation following the Yom 
Kippur War (1973), the first and second 
intifadas, the abuse of Palestinians' human rights 
and civil liberties by the Israeli Defense Forces, 
the security fence, ruled illegal by the 
International Court of Justice, the Israeli settle
ments in the West Bank and so forth. Palestinian 
violations of Israelis' human right and security 
are made light of. 

The newly-elected Hamas government does
n't really mean what it says when it refuses to 
recognize Israel's right to exist, will not negoti
ate with Israel and will not abandon terror, 
Olwan added. It's just political posturing. 

Of course, the dean was engaged at every tum 
and the more accurate facts and realties present
ed. What did emerge was that we shared com
mon wishes for a two-state solution and an end 
to the occupation. How to get there will be the 
problem: the devil is always in the details, . 

The writer, a Winnipeg lawyer and medIa 
commentatOl~ is a longtime community. and 
national Jewish leader. . 

No need to change library 
As reported in The Jewish Post & News last 

week, Asper Jewish Community Campus offi
cials made the major decision to renovate sec
tions of the Asper Campus, including moving 
the Kaufman Silverberg Library into the current 
Jewish Museum of Western Canada. Those 
plans were made known to students and teachers 
of the Gray Academy, the people who are most 
affected by these renovations, at the same time 
as the community at large, more than a week 
after the plans were finalized. In fact, at the time 
of the article's publication, a majority of stu
dents were still uninfonned about this initiative. 

A very significant proportion of students were 
entirely shocked and stunned to hear that, with
out any input from them, or even any prior noti
fication whatsoever, campus authorities had 
decided to completely change the layout of their 
school, and transport their library to the other 
end of the campus building. Also, numerous stu
dents expressed varying degrees of disinclina
tion towards the idea. 

Aside from the fact that the new library would 
be separated from the rest of the school, and 
would be a daily field trip for Grade 1 students, 
this new library would be drastically smaller 
than the current one. There would be roughly 
half the seats of the current library, making it 
unlikely there would be enough room for all the 
people who constantly use the facilities. The 
library is not only used by students from JK 
through Grade 12, but also·by many community 
members, and it seems uncertain. how this new 
library will be able to comfortably accommodate 
its many users, In addition, the renovations are 
planned at quite an unfavourable tinle,just prior 
to exams, a time when the library is arguably 
most needed. 

It is unfortunate enough that the museum 
needed to close down, but there is no need to 
also change the library. As students of the Gray 
Academy and frequent library users, we feel the 
current library is perfectly adequate - if not bet
ter - and moving the entire library floor appears 
to be a strange (and costly) way to improve our 
facilities. 

Most importantly, however, we feel that if the 
campus authorities want to better the facilities, 
they must have communication with, and input 
from, one of the facilities' most primary users, 
the students. 
. EYAL KRAUT, HERNAN CHERNITSKY, 

and JONATHON BRICK 
Winnipeg 

Jewish culture expendable, according 
to Federation, Asper Campus boards 
Jewish culture in Winnipeg is expendable, 

according to the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg 
and the Asper Jewish Community Campus 
boards. 

The Ed and Marion Vickar Jewish Museum of 
Western Canada will be reduced from 14,000 
square feet to several window showcases along 
the campus halls, with no room, as yet, to show. 
future exhibits such as "Matthausen", "The 
Shanghai Connection", "Anne Frank", etc. 

The Kaufman Silverberg Library will be 
reduced from 125 spaces to 60 seating spaces. 
The Shalom Square of Folklorama is cancelled 
for this year (according to the Jewish 
Federation). 

The bottom line is that museums don't make 
money, and libraries don't make money, but day 
care spaces do make money. Sad - very sad. 

ROSLYN SILVER 
Winnipeg 


