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Canadian Jewish news 

High school students urge 
community to 'ea!!or Israel' 

By· FRANCES 
KRAFT 

TORONTO 
- High school 
students' , at 
Ulpanat, Orot 
have gotten on 
board a project 
initiated last, 

----:::-:: Joe Bou's 
Cookoos,' King 
Kosher Pizza and 
Marky's, said 
Miryam Spiegel, 
l7, 'a Grade 12 
student' at Ulpana 
who is co-chair
ing the project 
with, classmates 
Tali Magder and 
Rachel 
Boussiban. 

year by their 
counterparts at a 
Baltimore 
Jewish " high 
school to raise 
money for 
Israeli vic,tims of 
telTor. 

America Eats 
for I~rael 
(www.america 
eatsforisrael.org) 
raised $27,800 
(U.S.) last year 
by enlisting 135 

From left, 'Ulpanat Orot stu
dents Tali Magder, Miryam 
Spiegel and Rachel Boussiban 
are . co-chairs of the Toronto 
sectiori of America Eats for 
Isra~l. 

Funds raised 
will be donated to 
Almagor - Terror 
Victims 
Association, One 
Family Fund and· 
'the Koby 
Mandell 
Foundation. 

As the event 

kosher restaurants in the United 
States to donate 10 per cent of their 
gross revenues for one day, 

This year, on Monday, March 27, 
four Toronto area restaurants took 
part in the fundraiser: Bais Burger, 

approached, the 
school was looking into a way to 
facilitate lunch orders for its 130 
students, and organizers were call
ing other schools to urge them to do 
the same, said Spiegel, who became 
involved through an American 
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Canlan Ice Sports -Winnipeg 
1871 Ellice Avenue 

Winnipeg, MB R3H DCl 
Ph: (204) 784-8888 Fax: (204) n4-0038 

E-mail: winnipeg@icesports.com 

Canlan Ice Sports wishes to thank its many 
patrons for their support and extend 

greetings to the Community for Passover. 

·0 
GLENDA I IE 
GOLF AND CO;jNTRY CLUB 

'wishes all our 

Members, Friends and Associates 

A Happy Passover 

President: LAURIE GORENSTEIN 
General Manager: RAMAN V. TAL W AR, FpCM. 

For Information on Memberships 
and Catering Needs call 

832-1306 

friend she knew from a 
B 'nai Akivah summer 
program she had 
attended. 

"We thought it was 
such an amazing way 

, to help Israel," she said. 
"We thought it was a 
good way for the com
munity to come togeth
\.':r in such an easy way." 

Ulpana sfudents have 
been active in chesed 
work, including com
munity service and 
raising money for 
Israel, she noted. "It 
was pretty much a nat
ural thing to get 

, involved in something 
like this. We would 
encourage everyone to 
come out (to participat-
ing kosher restaurants) 
and help us." 

Mollie Sharfman, a 
project co-ordinator 
and Grade 12 student at 
the religious Zionist 
school ' Yeshivat 
Rambam of Baltimore, 
where the project origi
nated, said that last 
year some people had 
three or four meaJs out 
that day. 

The school brought 
in waffles and 
omelettes for breakfast, 
and pizza for lunch. 
Later, she said, she 
went out for Chinese 
food. "You could 'feel 
the energy. Everyone 
felt connected." 

More than 40 local 
high schools took part 
in the March 27 event. 

Reprinted with per-
mission, Canadian 
Jewish News. 

, Complaint 
againSt High, 

Holy Days 
class 

cancellations 
filed 

By SHERr SHEFA 
TORONTO - A 

York University pro
fessor filed a com-
plaint with the 
Ontario Human 
Rights, Commission 
as part of an ongoing 
attempt to force the 
university to change 
its practice of can
celling classes on the 
Jewish High Holy 
Days. 

Since the fall of 
2004, David Noble 
has challenged the 
university'S practice 
of cancelling classes 
on Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur 
because, he said, it 
violates ,the 1965 
York University Act 
and is against the law. 

He said the act con
tains a,clause forbid
ding the imposition 
upon any member of 
the university com
munity of "any reli
gious observances 
according to the regu
lations of any particu
lar denomination or 
sect." 

'After having dealt 
with York president 
Lorna Marsden, the 
senate, the provincial 
Ministry of Training, 
Colleges and 
Universities and 
Fiona Crean, York's 
ombudsperson, to no 
avail, Noble took 
matters into his own 
hands and cancelled 
classes on Eid-ul
Fadr, a' Muslim holi
day, in hopes this 
might force the uni
versity to rethink its 
policy. 

Noble said that 
when a Jewish stu
dent celebrates Rosh 
Hashanah or Yom 
Kippur, they don't 
have to worry about 
missing a class. 

"But ' when a 
Muslim student goes 
to celebrate Eid and 
misses classes, 

,although they are not 
penalized, they are 
still missing' some
thing;" 

Reprinted with per
mission, ,Canadian 

'Jewish News. 
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Monh-ealer gets 60 months 
for trying to aidH ezb0 llah 

By JANICE ARNOLD 
, MONTREAL..;. A Montreal man has been sen

tenced to 60 months in prison in the United States 
for his involvement in a scheme to ~end military 
equipment to 'Hezbollah. " ' 
: Lebanese-born Naji Antoine Abi Khalil pleaded 
guilty last August in a Little Rock, Ark., court to 
three counts related to attempting to export night
vision goggles and infra-red aiming devices to the 
Lebanon-based terrorist group. 

He faced a maximum penalty of 30 years in jail 
and a $750,000 (U.S.) fme. 

Khalil, now 41, was indicted on these charges in 
Manhattan federal court in June 2004. He was 
arrested the previous month, along with a co
accused Israeli citizen, following a lengthy inves
tigation by the U.S. Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, the Department of Homeland 
Security and the New York City police depart-
ment. , 

Michael J. Garcia, the U.S. Attorney for the 
Southern District of New York, announced last 
February that Khalil received 57 months on the 
attempted material support to ten'orists charge and 
60 months each on the attempted contribution and 
conspiracy to expOlt charges. He was also sen
tenced to 57 months' imprisonment for laundering 
money for Russian organized criminals through a 
Beirut bank, 

The telms are to be served concurrently. 
Khalil; who is a dual Canadian and Lebanese 

citizen, was chainnan and general manager of 
New Line Services, an import-export shipping 
company in Montreal. , 

According to court documents, Khalil flew from 
Montreal to New York in May 2004 to meet with 
a man who he believed wanted to export stolen 
electronics goods, but who was, in fact, a witness 
co-operatin,gwith the FBI in the money-Iaunder
ing investigation. ' 

Khalil and the witness met several times on May 
l7 and 18 at a MaTIhattan hotel while being sur
reptitiously monitored by police from the next ' 
room. The witness told Khalil that he had a cus
tomer who wanted to ship night-vision goggles to 
Hezbollah in Athens, Greece. Khalil responded 
that this was something he could do. 

During another meeting at the hotel, the witness 
introduced Khalil to ar. undercover FBI agent pos
ing as the "customer." The agent provided Khalil 
with the point of contact and address of individu
als who would receive the shipment in Greece~ 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish 
News. 

JERRY'S CONCRETE WORKS 
'. Specializing in residential concrete 

• 31 years experience 
• references available • two year warrranty, . 

• interest free financing 
~ • also' stamped and exposed aggregate 
~ • bonded & insured • free estimates ' 

• seniors discounts '. no deposit required 

Call Jerry 661-4444 
www.jerrysconcrete.com ' 

Bieber Securities Inc. 
A Manitoba Full SaMca/nvaslmanl F/nn 

Floating Rate - Fixed Income 

6 75 01. Initial Targeted Yield, 
genemlly at 2.50% • 0 over 10 Vear U,S. 

. Treasury Notes. 

Adjustable Rate MBS Trust 
Rated "AAf' by S&P. 

(Provisional Rating) call Ed Balcewlch 

946-0297 or 1-800-205-9070 
Subject 10 Availability ebalcewich@biebersec,mb,ca 
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u.s. Jewish news 
Behind the headlines 

Paper on Israel lobby raises 
hackles, but fails to gain 

traction in Congress 
By RON KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON , 
(JTA) - Two weeks 
after two prominent 
political science pro
fessors published a 
paper that they 
promised would 
expose the pro-Israel 
lobby in the United 
States, the collective 
reaction so far, sug- ' 
gests they get a D for 
impact. 

"The Israel Lobby 
and U.S.' Foreign 
Policy," by John 
Mearsheimer, a pro
fessor of political sci
ence at the University 
of Chicago, and 
Stephen Walt, a pro

!fessc)r of international 
affairs at Harvard's 
John. F. Kennedy 
School of 

JOHN MEAR
SHEIMER, professor 
of political science at 
the University of 
Chicago and co
author of a paper 
called 'The Israel 
Lobby and U.S. 
Foreign Policy.' Credit: 
Office of John' 
Mearslteimel: 

Government, has been the subject of numerous 
ID-J311S - which generally have discredited it -

has been all but ignored in the halls of 
Congress, its purported target. 

Among other assertions, the paper suggests 
that the pro-Israel lobby - and particularly the 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee -
have helped make the United States more vul
nerable to ten'orist attacks, steered the country 
into the Iraq war, silenced debate on campuses 
and in the media, cost the United States friends 

the world and corrupted U.S. moral 

paper's "disagreement is not with 
's pro-Israel lobby, but with the 

:ArneIlcaln people, who overwhelmingly support 
our relationship with Israel," said an official 
with a pro-Israel lobbying organization in 
Washington. The Anti-Defamation League 
called the paper "an amateurish and biased cri
tique of Israel, American Jews, and American 
policy." 

Especially outrageous, some said, are the 
paper's insinuations that Jewish officials in gov
ernment are somehow suspect. "Not only are 
these charges wildly at variance with what I 
have personally witnessed in the Oval Office, 
but they also impugn the unstinting service to 
America's national security by public figures 
like Dennis Ross, Martin Indyk and many oth
ers," David Gergen, Walt's fellow academic at 
the Kennedy School and a veteran of four 
administrations, wrote in an opinion piece in the 
New York Daily News. 

One of the few positive reviews came from 
white supremacist David Duke, who said the 
authors reiterate points he has been making for 
years. The controversy passed almost unnoticed 
on Capitol Hill. A statement from Rep. Jerry 
Nadler (D-N.Y.) was typical of the few who 
bothered to pay attention to the paper, which 
Nadler called "little more than a repackaging of 
old conspiracy theories, historical revisionism, 
and a distorted understanding of U.S. strategic 
interest. " 

U.S. support of Israel was no mystery, Nadler 
said: "Israel is our only democratic and reliable 
ally in an extremely volatile and strategically 
important region. It is in our nation's best inter
ests to maintain that alliance." 

Behind the headlines 

In Washington, Israel's Olmert is well-known - and well-liked 
By RON KAMPEAS 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - Low-key, detail-ori
ented, a master of the backroom deal: The same 
qualities'that make Prime Minister-elect Ehud 
Olmert uninspiring for some Israelis are the ones 
that Americans who deal with him find exciting. 
Olmert's attention to the fine print and his less
than-mythic status in Israel have become sub
jects of-parody at home. 

But it's just those qualities that have made him 
a favorite among Jewish officials and politicians 
in Washington. "He's very familiar to many 
members of this administration, and across the 
board they would all have had a positive impres
sion ,of him," said Daniel Kurtzer, who was U.S. 
ambassador to Israel until last summer and who 
now lectures at Princeton University. "He's very 
smart, focused on details. When you're dealing 
with him, you're not dealing with someone unin
terested in substance." 

Olmert's powers of persuasion are about to be 
put to the test: He has pledged to move ahead 
immediately with plans to withdraw unilaterally 
from more West Bank territory. Olmert wants a 
Palestinian state in place by the end of his teml, 
and says he will look for ways to deal with 
Palestinians not affiliated with Hamas, the ter
rorist group set to assume control of the 
Palestinian Authority after winning legislative 
elections in January. 

The P.A. president, Mahmoud Abbas, outlined 
a similar scenario two weekends ago: The 
Palestine Liberation Organization, which has no 
Hamas affiliation, would be the partner, Abbas 
said in interviews, and 

Marvin Lender, right, introduces Ehud 
Olmert at an Israel Policy Forum dinner on 
June 9, 2005. Credit: IPF, 

Not just Washington - he knows how the United 
States works," Ayalon told JTA. "On the state 
level, even local politics; it's quite impressive: 
He knows many of the governors by name." 

Kurtzer agreed: "He knows how to make the 
rounds of a room." Olmert's best deals have 
been done in back rooms, said Marvin Lender, a 
Conuecticut entrepreneur who is one of Olmert's 
most ardent U.S. backers. "Ehud has always 
worked behind the scenes," Lender said. "He has 
built tremendous relationships in Washington." 
His charms are evident in one-on-one relation
ships, Kurtzer said. 

Olmert's friendship with Robert Zoellick, the' 
U.S. trade representative until last year, was key 
to settling a prickly customs-free trade agree
ment among Israel, the United States and Egypt, 
Kurtzer said. 

Abbas would bypass 
the Hamas cabinet and 
Parliament by putting 
any deal to a popular 
referendum. Abbas 
did not explain how he 
planned to control 
Hamas, which already 
was setting much of 
thc agenda through 
terrorist attacks even 
before it took over the 
government. 

New Passover cookbook from 
Jewish Child and Family Service 

U.S. officials say 
they're eager to get 
started with the new 
Israeli government. 
"We will of course 
engage with the 
Israeli government in 
discussions abo,ut 
how we move for-
ward," Condoleezza 
Rice, the U.S. secre-
tary of state, said on 
CNN last weekend. "I 
would note that the 
unilateral withdrawal 
from Gaza ended up 
turning over to the 
Palestinians territory 
for the first time in 
the 3D-some years of 
this connict, and that 
was a good thing." 

Daniel Ayalon, 
Israel's ambassador to 
Washington, said 
Olmert has a policy 
wonk's understanding 
of the United States. 
"He has a very strong 
command of how 
Washington works. 

J ewish Child and Family 
Service are 'pleased to 
announce the release of 

their new Passover cookbook - A 
21st Cellfllry Passover - Recipes 
jimn the Friends of Jewish Child 
alld Family Service. 

The cookbook is a wonderful 
blend of the traditional recipes 
that have become synonymous 
with Passover as well as taste 
tempting choices of innovative 
recipes that will spice up your 
seder dinner menu. 

Proceeds from the cookbook 

sales will support the work JCFS 

docs in providing programs and 

services that strengthen the lives 

of individuals and families in the 

community. 

The cookbook is a wonderful 

gi ft to take to your seder or to 

give as a gift to the newlyweds 

on your list. 

Please check the ad below to 

find out how to obtain a copy of 

the cookbook. 

A 21st Century Passover: 
Recipes from the Friends of Jewish Child and Family Service 

* NEWLY RELEASED PASSOVER COOKBOOK 

On sale for $18.00 
Call 477-7430 
Fax 477-7450 

Email jcfs@aspercampus.mb.ca 

:.' 


