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Israeli news, 

Behind the headlines . 

Wary of Olmert's unilateralism, P~lestinians don't feel optimistic 
By URIEL HEILMAN 

KALANDIA CHECKPOINT, West Bank 
(JTA)- The day after an historic election that 
realigned Israel's political Umdscape, little has 
changed at the Kalandia Checkpoint on the out
skirts of Ramallah. Palestihians still file past 
well~armed Israeli soldiers, bulldozers still work 
on closing gaps in'the 20-fodt high concrete wall 
that constitutes this part of Israel's West Bank 
secUrity barrier and, optimism about· the future 

. remains in short supply. ,of • 

,"Each one of the Israeli parties' wants Israel to 
be in control, the occupier of the Palestinians, so 
none of them will give us the state, none of them 
will give us our rights," said Gada K., a Palestiniarisgo about their business as usual 
Palestinian woman headed through the check" at the Kalandiya checkpoint in the West 
pointin the diiection of Jerusalem. "They are not Bank, Wednesday, March 29; 2006, Israel's 
concerned with the Palestinian' people. They elec.tion day. Credit:Uriel Heilman/JTA. 
have the power; we are weak." .' 

Ehud . Olmert,Kadima Party head and prime their dreams in order to live next to Israel in 
minister~elect, has proposed an Israeli withdraw- peace.' Still, even with the old. warrior Ariel 

. al from almost all of the West Bank. - facilitatmg, Sharon gone from the political scene, the right-
he says, the creation of a Palestihian state. He wing Likud Party left in tatters and Hamas in 
also called. on Palestinians to compromise on' power 'in the Palestinian Authority, Palestinians 
~~--~~--~~~~~~H 
Kadi",a victory agenda in the new 

Knesset's term. (Cont.from page A26.) The second 
major item in the 
government 
guidelines will be 
the administra
tion's socioeco
nomic agenda. As 
the price for 
bringing Labor 
into the govern-

Many other Israeli vot
ers moved to the center, 
backing Olmert's plan for 
unilateral disengagement 
from the Palestinians as 
the most rational way of 
dealing with the threat 
from a Hamas-led 
Piilesrinian' . Authority. 
Likud lost much of its tra
ditionalSephardi w~ik~ 
ing"class base to Labor, 
with its strong socioeco
nomic' message, but 
Labor lost even more of 
its middle-class 
Ashkenazi voters to 
Kadima and the Pensioners. 

ment, Labor 
Kadima supporters' leader Amir 
of a visit by _Israeli . . and Peretz will make a 
promine~t Kadima Party member Tzipi number of key 
Livnito the Mahane Yehuda market in socioeconomic 
Jerusalem on Monday, March 27, 2006, one demands, includ-
day ahead. of the country's general election. ing raising the 
Credit: Brian Hendler/JTA.. . minimum wage 

from $730 U.S.to $1,000 U.S. a month, provid
ing pensions for all and increasing the basket of 
subsidized medicines. The Pensioners will back 
him up, and Olmert will be forced to incorporate 
at least part of these demands in the government 
guidelines. 

. If the exit poll numbers hold up, Olmert will be 
prime minister w~th wide coalition options. He 
has made support for his plan to establish new 
borders between ISrael and the Palestinians a 
condition for joining his coalition. That rules out 
the hawkish National Union-National Re.ligious 
Party and the Likud, and makes Labor the most 
natural coalition partner. 

Around the Kadima-Labor core, Olmert will 
be able to choose one or more additional coali
tion partners from the 'Pensioners, Meretz, 
Yisrael Beiteinu, Shas < and United Torah 
Judaism. Ideally, he would like to achieve a bal
ance bet~een left and right and between secular 
and religious parties. That would entail a broad
based coalition of 70-90 Knesset seats .. 

Whatever form the coalition eventually takes, 
Olmert will have a clear majority in the Knesset 
for his plan for separation from the Palestinians, 
which is likely to become the centerpiece of his 

. new administration. Because Olmert' made his 
intentions crystal-clear before the elections, 
right-wing opponents of the plan won't be able 
to demand a referendum on the grounds that he 
misled the nation, as they did with Sharon's pull
out from Gaza last year. 

To a large extent, the election itself was a ref
erendum on the withdrawal plan. It calls for a 
large-scale Israeli withdrawal from the West 
Bank and the establishment of permanent bor
ders With the Palestinians within four years, by 
negotiation if possible and unilaterally if not. 
The plan is certain to dominate the political 

. ' ! i .' . ~~: 

Both agendas, the political and the socioeco
nomic, are extremely ambitious. But how realis
tic are they? To set new borders unilaterally, 
Olmert will need international, especially 
American, backing. It's by no means certain that 
the Bush a,dminisn:ation will see eye-to-eye with 
him o'n where thc,new lines should be drawn. 

The ~ey:American document on the territorial 
issue is the Bush letter of April2004,It refers to 
"already existipg major Israeli' population cen
ters" being taken intq account ill setting perma
nent borders, but doesn't specifically mention 
. any of the large settlement blocs. - Ariel, Etzion 
and parts gf Jerusalem - that 'Olmert wants. to 
keep. Moreover, the AmericaIlposition is that 
permanent ,borders should be; the piOduct of 
negotiations between Israel and ihe.:Palestinians, 
and it's difficult to see Washington recognizing 
borders that Israel sets unilaterally., ' , 

Olmert argues that with Hamas in power on the 
Palestinian side, Washington is likely to be more' 
receptive to Israeli ideas on the border issue. To 
implement a Peretz-style socioeconomic pack
age, Olmert will have to approve increased gov
ernment spending. The trick will be to do that 
without impeding the iP1pressive economic 
growth of the past few years - which was 
achieved, in large part, through fiscal austerity . 

say they expect few positive developments from 
an election that solidified Kadima's place at the 
helm. of Israeli politics. 

The Israelis "do whatever they want. Nobody 
can stop them," s~d Faisal Salam, a Palestinian 
froin. Beir Nebaleh, near Ramallah. In many 

,ways, Palestinians reacted to Israel's elections 
with the same resignation and sense of fatalism 
that attended Israelis' reaction to Hamas' elec
toral vi2tory in Palestinian Authority legislative 
elections two month.~ ago. . 
. "The State of Israel's policy is consistent, no 

matter who's in power," said Sam· Bahour, a 
Palestinian-Ainerican businessman who lives in 
El Bireh, a suburb of Ramallah. "I would not 
have been more e~cited or less exCited if anyone 
else would have won." ' . 

The reactions 'on the day after the election 
reflect the mindset Olmert will encounter as he 
seeks to push forward with his policy of separat
ing Israelis and Palestinians .. Maher Abu-Gaidh, 
who lives in the village of Karyout, between 
Nablus and Ramallah and adjacent to four Israeli 
settlements, says Hamas is the only option for 
confrontirig Israel. 

'''1 think the current policy of Hamas is the only 
solution to make Israelis change their minds,'" 
Abu-Gaidh said. "They need a hard government 
- hard in their decisions, hard in their opinions." 
Abu-Gaidh suggested that Hamas' hard line is 
political posturing intended to bring about a two
state solution along the pre-1967 boundaries, 
known as the Green Line. ' 

If Israel agreed to release Palestinian prisoners 
from Israeli jails, withdraw from the West Bank 
and cede eastern Jerusalem, Hamas would yield 
to pan-Arab pressure and agree to a two-state 
solution, Abu-Gaidh predicted. 

Hamas spokesmen have spoken of a long-term 
cease-fire, but have hinted that they would keep 
the underlying conflict 'alive for future genera
tions to resume. 

In any case, if change does not come soon, 
there will be more violence, Abu-Gaidh warned. 
"Hamas really came to governing to make a 
change, and they need to give the Palestiilian 
people the feeling that something has changed," 
he said. "So if the situation is really the same, . 
with more settlements, there will be violence," 
and Ismail Haniyeh, Hamas'. prime minister, 
"will encourage such violence." . 

Despite the general perception of Kadima as a .' 
centrist party - and the fact that it is likely to 
reach out to left-wing parties such as Labor and 
Meretz as coalition partners - Pales.tinians seem 
to view Kadima as right-wing. ::Kadima is on the 
extreme right wing," said Naieeh Shalabi, from 
the village of Mascha. 

He ticked off Olmert's "right-wing" policies 
one by one: all of Jerusalem should remain under 
Israeli sovereignty, the security fence will 
become the future border between Israel and a 
Palestinian state, and Israel will armex some 
Jewish settlements close io the Green Line. 

"He says he is left or in the middle and wants 
to . make peace, but he takes everything he 
wants," Shalabi said. After years of peace talks 
ended in intifada v.iolence, Israel began building 
its West Bank security fence and withdrew from 
the Gaza Strip. But Shalabi, like many 
Palestinians, said Israel's unilateralism had come 
at a heavy cost for Palestinians. . 

A father of eight, Shalabi has not worked in 
some time. He says part of his agricultural prop
erty was confiscated by the Israeli government
even though he lives jnore than four miles from 
the Green Line- and he has had to feed his fam
ily by farming what· remains of his land. 
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By SHARON 
MELNICER The journey from the shtetl: As my father 

was growing up, 

I Shake my head 
in confusion A Passover memory the observance of 

Shabbos, as well 
as the Jewish holi
days throughout 

. and sorrow as 
I do the' mental 
head-count: who 

My father remembered the weeks before 
Passover as the most ·exciting 

the year, was .. aliv
ing and functional part of his life. will sit around the seder table this 

y'ear? So many of the chairs are 
now empty. 

SHARON 
MEL 
NICER 

The realiza
tion that' my 
husband and 
I are ill our 
60s and 
h a v e 
stepped up 
to the front 
of the gen
erational 
line is a 
shocking 

and sobering one. Though 
we love the beauty of 
Pesach, always a joyful, 
warm time of celebration in 
our family, it also inescaPl!bly 
becomes a time when the acning-
ly empty places steer the heart· 
down memory's path .. 

My dad Isaac at 

There was a feeling of joy and 
excitement with the approach 

of every festival. Each had 
its own special beauty and 
charm. 

My father remembered 
the weeks before 

. Passover as the most 
exciting, a time full of 
activity. He recalled his 
mother's busy prepara
tions that went far into 
the night. A lot had to 
be done to usher in the 
Pesach's festivities. 
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Happy P~ssover from 
Jewish organizations 

below 

Canadian Technion Society 
Winnipeg Chapter 

ncs;,it In 
Wishing you and those dear to you 

A Happy and Joyous Passover 

RON ROSENBLAT 
President 

DAFNE ORBACH 
Co-ordinator 

Phone 896-3372 
e-mail: technion@mts.net 

My father's parents, 
unlike my mother;s, 
were poor Russian 
Jews. They c~me 
from a' '. shtetl . in 

f' Russia, somewhere 
.:.; ,".,,,,1l.~" ,.... p' k Th' 

15 or 16 ... ' a fornial 
pOrtrait ~'circa 1'3~·. 
(wasn't he ' hand· 

.•. .somi?) ... ' ' .. ' ..' 

i;ljiw ',',. Jrnear"" .. -Ins....· e . . . _ '..., 
boundaries of Gennany, Pola~d and'Rj.lisi'awer~ ...... 
constantly shifting in the uncertain years Dn!ced~""!'''*: 
ing Wofld War 1, so it is hard to know exactly 
where my grandparents came from. In those tur~ 
bulent years of elastic borders, locations on the 

, 
') 
;, 

map seemed to move or vanish as if by magic. 
My grandparents barely escaped the fiery 

pogroms the Cossacks reigned down upon them 
but, in spite of the obstacles they faced, they 
managed to cross two continents and an ocean, 
to land unharmed in Canada. They arrived in 
Winnipeg soon after 1900. 

My father, Yitzhak (Isaac), was born in 
Winnipeg, in 1918, to this Russian-Jewish immi
grant couple. Delivered on Armistice Day, in the 
midst of the Spanish Flu pandemic, my father 
was the third of their four children. 

His early years were spent in a tiny,. drafty, 
clapboard house on Boyd Avenue. It was hardly 
big enough to hold two adults, never mind a 
family of six! And it was made more crowded by 
all the aunts and uncles who came and went 
intenninably! 

Three eldest Guslits children: my dad, Isaac 
(Yitzhak), bottom, my Uncle Max (Motle), 
middle, my Aunty Lil (Leah) standing, circa 
1920. The youngest, Sydney (Shmuel), hasn't 
been born yet. . 

(Cont. on page B2. See "Journey from the 
shtetl".) 

WIshing aU our friends 
in the community arid in Israel 

a Happy Passover 

Brent Schaeter, M. D. 
President 

Harold Buchwald ClI, Q.e., I.L.D. (lion) 
HonourJry President and Chairperson of the Advisory Board 

Yude Henteleff C,~I., Q.c. 
Honourary Chairperson of the New Leadership Division 

Brenda Gurvey 
Director 

Winnipeg Chapter, Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University 
880-167 Lombard Ave., Winnipeg, Man., R3B OV3 

Tel: (204) 942·3085 Fax: (204) 943-6211 

Happy 
to the 

. ' . _ ...... . 

. Jewish cotnmunitY : 
from 

The Management &S ..... & .... :a::JL;: 

.......... L ....... Vincent 
.·Mazo " 

J lEunSH PCST&' 


