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Wishing everyone a 
Passover blessed 

with peace & 

happiness 
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Super seder sampler 
On the 'my seder is better than yours' syndrome 

By FRANK WHITE 

Among the. major 
Jewish holiday 

...... . feasts and family 
assemblies, the Passover 
Seder is, for many of us, 
the most memorable. We 
often recall, with growing 
satisfaction, many seders 

smce the 
ancient 
Sumerians 
made leav
ened biscuits 
from dried 
turnip 
we 

flour, 
would 

never serve 
that on our 
Passover. " 

form our 
pas t . 
With its 
unique 
blend of 
history 
and 
mitzvot, 
family 

Besides actual numbers, the type and variety of 
seder guests is very important, the more exotic, 
the better. 

Of course, 
all this excess 
supply of 
calories 
reqUIres 
lengfhy prepa-

FRANK 
WHITE and friends, food and wine, 

held in spring, the seder is 
clearly a favorite ritual, and rightfully so. 

There is, however, one feature of this event, 
entirely of our own making, which is 110t to be 
encouraged. For lack of a better name, it could 
be called "seder one-upmanship" or the "mine is 
better than yours" syndrome. It seems that as 
soon as the topic of the latest seder comes up, 
participants inevitably try to outdo each other in 
extolling the virtues of their own experiences. 

Contrary to the current trend in techriology 
where smaller, simpler, faster and leaner are 
desirable goals, the Passover Seder is following 
that grand old American tradition of bigger is 
better. Did we borrow this from our ancient foes, 
the Egyptians? Let me illustrate this trend more 
specificall y. 

It is the third or fourth day of Passover and you 
are with a small group of friends, Casually men
tion that the dozen or so at your seder managed 
to fit around one table. Immediately someone 
will disdainfully inform you that the 32 at his 
seder needed three tables and four highchairs. 
But he, in tum, will quickly be trumped by 
someone else who boasts that the 56 at their 
seder were seated on three different floors, all 
co-ordinated by walkie-talkies and a profession
al sound system, and we're not even talking 
about rented ballrooms and auditoriums yet. 

Probably the next area of comparison will be 
the variety and quantity of food served (weight 
watching and healthy eating are exempted on 
Jewish holidays). Three meat dishes are a bare 
minimum. Refills of fish, soup, salads and 
desserts often match the required cups of wine. 
Just mention that you really enjoyed the kugel at 

your seder, where
upon a friends will 
say that she couldn't 
pick a favorite from 
among the matzah 
kugel, the vegetable 
kugel, the fruit kugel 
or the sweet kugel 
served at their seder. 

ration and also 
room for competition. If one hostess says she 
starts seder preparations right after Purim, anoth
er will tell of filling the two Passover freezers 
from Chanukah onward. Note: no points are 
awarded for catered dishes. On the other hand, 
after-seder cleanup must be very rapid to show 
how well organized one's kitchen is. 

Besides actual numbers, the type and variety of 
seder guests are very important. Generally, the 
more exotic the better. A partial ranking guide of 
guests, from lowest to highest, may look like 
this. 

10. Out of town relative (farther is better) 
9. Local non-Jewish friend or neighbor 
8. Two or more rabbis 
7. One rabbi 
6. Israeli prime minister 
5. Member of another race & religion 
4. Spiritual leader of another religion 
3. Cannibal shaman from Bora Bora 
2. Member of the Taliban 
1. In-laws you haven't spoken to in 30 years 
The sages in the Haggadah tell us that it is 

praiseworthy to discuss the events of the Exodus 
from Egypt. Most of us would agree. Yet, there 
must be a reasonable duration for the seder and 
all its rituals. Has length of time spent become 
confused with the quality of the evening? 
Among one's peers, going home after midnight 
(later than some of us do at New Year's Eve) gets 
no points at all. Many children stay up later. 
Walking home at 2:30 a.m. is merely average. 
Dragging yourself in the door at daylight gets an 
honorable mention. 

Similarly, length of time spent debating some 
obscure re'ference may be confused with piety 
and scholarship. Should the leader of the seder 
face east? Why were there more plagues on sea 
than on land and why was this important? What 
is the minimum amount of horseradish that goes 
into Hillel's moroir sandwich? Besides harassing 
the israelites, what other recreation did Pharaoh 
have? On the other hand, state a good feature of 
your seder ceremony and it will quickly be 
topped. If you concluded with five songs to end 
your seder, at another's they sang 10. If one of 
your singers had a good voice, they had the like-

. ness of Pavorotti or Kusevitsky. . 

Judy Wasylycia-Leis, MP 
Winnipeg North 

Merit also seems to 
be awarded for exotic 
foods or "new 
recipes", edible or 
not. "We had Bolivian 
turnips stuffed with 
lamb kidneys in 

By now, a little cheering up may be in order. It 
was a week before Passover that Reginald J. 
Cohen, the British statesman and philanthropist 

. received a royal letter. Her majesty had invited· 
him to the palace ceremony where he would be 
invested with knighthood. Overjoyed at first, he 
is dismayed to learn that every new knight is 
required to make a small speech in Latin. So 
Reggie calls his rabbl for advice. "No problem," 
the rabbi says. "Since nobody speaks Latin any
(Cont. on page B5. See "Snper seder".) 
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Working with .... working for our community 

caramel sauce cov
ered with shredded 
coconut." By thinking 
quickly, this can be 
countered by some
thing like, "Well, 

, ., 
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. Themehzinick 
Growing up as youngest in 1930s 

had its pros and cons 

Elected officials below 
extend Passover 

greetings 

• • 
" .. "i\ !' 
.. ~ .. .. " 

I 
i • Best Wishes 

for A 
Happy 

Passover 
A seder in the 1930s. 

By HARRY WARREN 

T he "mehzinik" is a Yiddish term, applied 
to the youngest family member. I was the 
youngest of five children, with three older 

brothers, and one older sister. I appeared in the 
"Roaring Twenties", when our dad was an insur
ance broker, and entrepreneur. He had an archi
tect design and help build a story-andca-half 
home in what was then a fashionable part of our 
city. But it had only one bathroom for seven peo
ple! Some architect! He might have redesigned 
an added bathroom, if he had to wait in line 
every morning, as we did to use the one and only 
bathroom! 

My parents found names for all of us. They 
named me Henry when I was born, but never 
called me Henry at home. They called me Harry. 
One day I asked my dad about it. The conversa
tion went something like this: 

"Pa, how come you never call me Henry, at 
home, always Harry?" 

"The last two boys in the family were named 
after kings - William the fourth and Henry the 
Fifth," he responded. 

Well, that explanation was abundantly clear, so 
I never asked again, although he reminded me 
from time to time that we were special. Well, it 
could have been worse - one of my older broth
ers was named Liberty, because he was born on 
November 11 th, 1918 (Armistice Day for World 
War One). Imagine having to carry that monick
er through grade school? 

Growing up as the mehzinick in the Dirty 
Thirties had its advantages and disadvantages. 
Of course, as the youngest you were terribly 
spoiled (so my siblings would remind me con
stantly). But "then you never got to wear new 
clothes often, namely hand me downs. My next 
older brother, William the Fourth, (Willie as he 
was called by his friends) was only 22 months 
older than me and we were often mistaken for 
twins at school. 

When Passover arrived each year the youngest 
had to recite the Four Questions regarding the flight 

Super seder 
(Cont. from page B4.) 
more, you could just say something ~n Hebrew, 
like the four kashes." At the appomted hour, 
after the queen taps his shoulder and commands 
"Rise Sir Reginald", he starts into Ma 
Nishtana ... whereupon a puzzled Prince Philip 
turns and whispers to Tony Blair, "Why is this 
knight different from all other knights?" 

Enjoy your seders and remember the best 
Passover health food. A long life is granted to 
those who eat many afikomans. 

The writer is a retired high school science 
teacher. 

of the Jews from Egypt to escape persecution. 
"Harry," my dad would say. "It's time for you 

to recite the four kashas (questions)." 
If I wasn't too sloshed after consuming a num

ber of drinks of Manischewitz Wine, the rest of 
our family could listen to the Mehzinick do his 
stuff. Passover always 
called for a family 
celebration, with my 
father presiding at one 
end of the table, and 
my grandfather at the 
other end of the table 
(he was a Hebrew 
teacher). It always 
seemed to take forev
er until we got to the 
part where we could 
eat. My mother would 

Wishing you 
a very happy 
Passover 

M.L.A. ST. JOHNS" 

945-3728 (legislature) 582-1550 (Community Office) 
e-mail: gmack@mts.net 

cook up a culinary 
storm, . with chicken 
soup, and potatoes, 
and meat, and kugle 
(a noodle pudding). 
We always looked 
forward to the singing 
at the end of the cere
mony. My favorite 
was - the story of a lit-

Tim Salel MlA for fort Rouge 
9·222 Osborne St, South . 

tle boy who lost his 
sheep by trading 
down till he ended up 
with just a few coins 
(zuzim). . 

There was always 
the school bully, who 
would pick on me, 
because I was always 
short for my age. 

This would continue 
until my older broth
ers found out why I 
was coming home 
from school with my 
clothes covered with 
mud and one swollen 
eye (I wanted to fight 
my own battles). 

Then they would lie 
in wait for the bully 
and ambush him and 
teach him a thing or 
two. They soon 
learned you shouldn't 
mess around with the 
mehzinick! 

The writer is a 
Jewish Winnipegger. 
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WISH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY A 
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Happy.Passover 


