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World's first science hostel offers Israeli youth 
unique educational-experience 

, , 

In order to kindle in disadvantaged Israeli youth an interest in pursuing a scientific career, 
the world's first science hostel has opened on the Hebrew University's Givat Ram campus 

arid will accommodate 5,000 teenagers from around the country each year 
By SIMON 
GRIVER 

t first 
glance 
there IS 

nothing excep
tional about Beit 
Bretter - an attrac
tive building of 
Jerusalem stone 
located on the 
Hebrew 
University's 
Edmund Safra 
Givat Ram 
Campus. But Beit 
Bretter,' which 
opened its doors. 
in July 2005,is a 
unique hostel 
which offers stu~ 

T~e festive opening of Beit Bretter, the world's first science 
hostel, July 2005. IPS photo. 

Car'dealer below wishes 
you Happy Passover 

A message from Michael Palay to his many clients in the communiW 
MI' first year ill the Automotive retail Industry 
was very rowardlng, Tho combination of 
vo\?rking for an out$tundillg dealorship ami 
your ~mport CIlubled me to IlC honollrCll 
with: 

-#1 VOLUME 
PRODUCER 
for BIRCHWOOD 
PONTIAC BUICK GMC. 
-liS VOLUME 

. PRODUCER 
. for the entire 
BIRCHWOOD i 
AUTOMOTIVE GROUP. \. 
-GOLD Salas & 
Marketing Guild 
Award 
presented by GM of 
canada. 

When someone is 
considering what traits to 

General Motors of Canada awarded 
Birchwood Pontiac, Buick, GMG the 
2005 Triple Crown Award. This reflects 
the fact that our dealership attained the 

highest Customer Satisfaction 
scores in Sales and Service for 

Manitoba. 
'.. 

\ In addition to giving you the 
best sennce in the 

look for In a sales consultant pho1o by LINDA WENSEL 

industry, I have 15 
brands of vehicles 
from domestic to 
premium imports 
that I can offer you. 
No other dealership 
can line up a 
Pontiac Pursuit, 
Honda Civic, and 
Toyota Corolla and 

sell vou anyone of it Is Important that you feel 03Urt •• y of \\\nr/p"9 Free f't ... 

absolutely comfortable with whomever it is 
you eventually choose to work with and to 
allow him/her to work for you. 

Birchwood AutomoUva Group was my first and 
only selection as a Dilalership to WOOl at For 
over 40 years tho CI1ipman Family have been 
developing the BirchwoOd Automotive Group 
giving huge support to their employoes, 
wstomers, and the Winnipeg Community. 

• 

them. leAN! 

SO thank you for making 
2005 a fun and rewarding year. 

Please call me at 837.5811 
or e-mail meatmichaelpalay@shaw.ca 

to discuss your needs, questions, 
concerns, or referrals .. 

Now you have friends in the 
car business. 

HAPPY PASSOVER 

-S~ Pontiac Buick GMC 
Palntl! West Autopark . \IlWW.blrchwDod.mb.ca 

,PON'TIAC. ~ GMC "ijii-Vt-',' "'SI\Tt.nN VOLVO saAR 
lIlUG" 

6' I.~TI ED IA~ 0 '*' ~TOY'OTA @ , .,., .. 

den t s 
fro m 
disad-

Youngsters socialize between classes at the Beit BreUer sci
ence hostel on the Hebrew University campus. IPS photo. 

vantaged communi
ties in Israel a "once 
in a lifetime" educa
tional experience -
the opportunity to 
participate in concen
trated science camps' 
and at the same time 
learn about the role of 
Jerusalem as Israel's 
political, cultural and 
historic capital. 

Made possible by 
the late Ernest Bretter, 
a Dutch Holocaust 
survivor who lived in 
the U.S., the 
Jerusalem Foundation 
built the hostel, at a 
cost of $4.4 million, 
together with the 
Hebrew University 
and Jerusalem munic
ipality. 

':Beit Bretter's loca
tion makes it unique," 
explained Professor 
Yitzhak Parnas, 
Emeritus Professor of 
Neuroscience at the 
Hebrew University 
who initiated Beit' 
Bretter when he 
served as chair of the 
Hebrew University'S 
Authority for the 
Community and 
Youth. "It is adjacent 
to the Belmonte 
Science Laboratories 
Center, thereby pro
viding high school 
students with state-of
the art university lab
oratories and academ
ic teaching, and IS 

also in the heart of Jerusalem's government com
plex, within walking distance of the Knesset and 
Supreme Court.". . 
. "We are talking about science and Jerusalem 
not science in Jerusalem," stressed Parnas, "and 
the lessons given to the students about the histo
ry of Jerusalem and Israeli government institu
tions are of the same high academic level as the 

, science curricular. They come here as students 
not as tourists." 

The internationally-acclaimed Belmonte 
Center offers leading edge scientific instruction 
in biology, chemistry, physics, computer science, 
biotech, ecology, microelectronics and electro
optics to some 50 high schools in the Jerusalem 
region - Jewish, Muslim and Christian. 

"Although more than 20,000 students in the 
Jerusalem region benefit from the Belmonte 
Laboratories each year," explained Dr. Shabtai 
Dover, director of the Hebrew University's 
Authority for the Community and Youth, "we 
felt frustrated that students elsewhere in Israel 
did not have the opportunity to come here. 
Building a hostel like Beit Bretter now means 
that 5,000 more students can use Belmonte each 
year." 

Since the start of the academic year Beit 
Bretter, with its,18 bedrooms and 72 beds, din
ing room, youth clubroom and aesthetically 
pleasing decor, has hosted high school youth for 
week-long stays from such diverse locations as 
Ra'anana, Kiryat Ono near Tel Aviv, the BeduIn 
town of Tuba Zagariya, and more recently from 
Kiryat Yam near Haifa. 

"We spent this morning in the biology labora
tories learning about the damage done by smok
ing," said Vered Isakov, 15, from Kiryat Yam . 
"yve were shown the lungs of a normal, healthy 
pIg and then the lungs of a pig which were com
pletely black from secondary smoking." 

"Yesterday we were in the Old City," she 
added, "and this afternoon we went around the 
Israel Museum. I have been to Jerusalem before 
but this is the first time I've been able to fully 
(Coot. on page B23. See "World's first science 
hostel".) 
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Well-being 
through Jewish 
and u1liversal 

wisdom 

The new Galilee retreat center will lookout over Lake Kioneret, seen 
here at twilight. IPS photo by Sa' ar Ya' acov. courtesy GPO. 

By GAIL LICHTMAN 
odern life is stressful enough. But' in 
Israel, where the ongoing security situ
ation and political uncertainty also 

come into play, Israelis can often feel that they 
are living in a pressure cooker. 

ving force behind the Self Development and 
Empowerment Retrcat Center, "many people 
seek alternative lifestyles that offer a greater 
sense of balance, health, happiness, meaning and 
fulfillment. Our center will not only provide 
antidotes to stress but also the psychological and 
spiritual means of finding imler peace and har
mony." 

Yet while retreat centers designed to defuse 
stress and promote well being have sprung up in . 
the U.S. and Europe, no such center eXIsts in 
Israel. This is surprising in a country where there' 
is a growing demand for spiritual activities that 
will enrich the everyday lives of Israelis from all 
walks of life; and address their personal and spir-
itual imbalance. . 

In this last respect, the retreat center will be 
unique in that it will be offering a program of 
Jewish traditional wisdom integrated with uni
versal disciplines. 

"The center will acknowledge and work with· 
Jewish roots but ,in an open and pluralistic 
framework that integrates universal values for 
livif!g healthy anc:i meaningful liveS," Eizik con

. tinues. , 

Now, Meisharim Ltd., a private company,. is 
working towards the establishment of just such a 
center where Israelis and' others can acquire -
through spiritual and practical education - the 
. tools and skills needed to promote self aware
ness, personal and community development and 
well being. 

Unlike many other retreat centers, this one is a 
private enterprise "with a long-term vision," 

'according to 'Eizik, and will be managed as a 
business with a strong social commitment. 

"Due to the demands of our modem Western 
culture," says Eran Eizik, the initiator and dri-

Eizik, who has 18 years, of experience as a 
senior business manager, mainly in Israeli and in 

World's first science 
hostel 
(Cont. from page B22.) 

appreciate the city and understand 
its importance for Jews and 
Israelis. " 

Milena Mironyuk, the 10lh grade 
teacher from Kiryat Yam who 
accompanied the students, immi
grated to Israel from Ukraine in 
1990. 

"Of the 36 teenagers in my class 
only one has parents who were 
born in Israel," she explained. 
"Almost all their parents were born 

'in the fonner Soviet Union, so 
coming here to Jerusalem and 
learning about Jewish history and 
the importance of our democratic 

. institutions has been especially 
important. " 

Avi Karpel, 15, from Kiryat Yam 
was born three months after his 
parents immigrated to Israel from 
the Ukraine. 

"This morning I was in the' 
physics lab learning about waves 
,and optics. It was fascinating. I 
want to work in high-tech when 
I've finished the army and univer
sity." 

Beit Bretter and the Belmonte 

Center fonn part of a Youth 
Science Complex at Givat Ram, 
which also includes the Joseph 
Meyerhoff Youth Center for 
Advanced Scientific Studies - for 
curious elementary schoolchildren 
seeking extra-curricular enrich
ment activities and the 
Bloomfield Science Museum. 

"The beauty of our Science and 
Jerusalem program is that it creates 
an excellent balance for the stu-
dents," said Parnas. 

"However fascinating the 
experiments performed in the 
Belmonte Center may be,. you 
cannot expect teenagers to be 
stuck in laboratories for 12 hours 
at a time. So they spend half the 
program in laboratories and the 
other half outside in Jerusalem. It 
works very well." 

"We invest a great deal in science 
and technology education," says 
Ruth Cheshin, president of the 
Jerusalem Foundation, "and this 
investment is paying off. 

Beit Bretter is rapidly becoming 
one of the most desirable destina
tions for Israeli high schools seek
ing stimulating new challenges for 
their students." 

international hi~tech 
companies, has put 
together a core team 
that includes a finan
cial manager; a ven
ture capitalist, an 
operational resort and 
hotel manager, a real 
estate expert, an 
architect, an infonna
tion technology con
sultant and it corpo
rate identity special
ist. The teaching staff 
will include experts in 
Jewish wisdom (rab
bis), as well as experts 
in Eastern wisdoms, 
holistic learning, 
nutrition, human and 

. organizational devel
'opment, and psychol
ogists with a spiritual 
orientation. 

Investors are being 
sought to participate 
in' establishing the 
retreat, which Eizik 
estimates will involve 
an initial outlay of $7 
million. This capital 
will serve to build 75 
guest rooms (suitable 
(Cont. on page B24. 
See "Unique 

- IPS.' retreat".) 

Happy Passover 
from dining 

outlets below 

Happy Passover to all our 
Jewish Friends & Customers 

Drop in for 
our 

Daily Special 

Pizza • Pasta • Steak • Ribs 
1761 Main Street 339-5522 

Happy Passover from Diego Moncado 
and his friendly management and staff 

350 St. Mary Ave. Ph. 942-5555 

Ducky'S English Styll1,Fish and Chips Inc. 
884 Notre Dame Avenue 

Open 7 Days A Week 
11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Fresh Fish 
Fresh Chips 
Large Selection of Imp'orted Beer 
Red or White Wine 
Dine In or Take Out 
$5.00 minimum when Dining in 
Free Parking 

Happy Passover Tel: 204 nz 5600 
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