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WINNIPEG, WEDNESDAY, April 12, 2006 14 Days in Nissan, 5766 Candle lighting time Friday 
Shabbat ends at 9:03 p.m. 

Documentary, director focus 
.' on challenges c'ouples face 

in interfaith marriages, 
.' , 'MiXed Blessings' focuses 

on 4 couples, 4 different .-
ways of raising children 

By MATT BELLAN 
Eileen and Kevin Lynch constantly argue 

abou~ how to bring up their two children. .'. 
Beth O'Connor and Jonathan Chatinover 

are raising their children "Jewishly", but 
exposing them to Catholic traditions. , 

Edith and Aaron Bernstein decided to raise 
both their children as Jews. 

And Mary arid Ned Rosenbaum 
made a commitment to bring up 
their children by giving them 
equal time for Christianity and 
Judaism. 

A near-capacity crowd at 
the Asper Jewish 
Community .Campus's 
Berney Theatre April 2 
saw some of the chal
lenges those four inter
faith couples faced. 

, The audience was there 
for the screening of 
"Mixed Blessings: The 
Chal1~mge ; ., .0J Raisiq.g.·.· 
Children in' . a "Jewish::"; 

-Chiistian Family" and a"" 
question-and-answer ses
sion with Jennifer 
Kaplan, the film's JENNIFER ; "I think we're losing 
director. some and gaining some," she said of the 

The Jewish' impact of interfaith marriages on the Jewish 
Federation of community. " ... A lot of new people are com-. ." Winnipeg's Young 109 ID. 

Adult Division and Federation 
"supported" the evening and an 
afternoon discussion on interfaith' 
marriage with Kaplan. 

"Mixed Blessings" is passionate 
and engrossing - a look at how four 
very different American Christian 
and Jewish couples decided to raise 
their children. 

For Eileen and Kevin Lynch, par
ents of two' young children, the 
issue paved the way for conflict. 

Eileen, born and raised in a 
Conservative Jewish household, 
claims Kevin promised, before 
their marriage, that their children 
would .be raised Jewishly. 

After the birth of their first child; 
however, Kevin changed his mind. 
He wanted his son and daughter to 
be baptised and learn. other Catholic 
rituals, too. 

"I didn't think about the issue as 
much as I should have," admits 
Kevin, a practising. Catholic. "As 
time went by, it's' come back to 

. haunt both of us." . 
For Mary Rosenbaum, born and 

raised a Catholic, and husband, 
. Ned, an agnostic, assimilated Jew, 

there was an ironic twist, after their 
marrIage. 

Mary persuaded Ned to learn 
more about his Jewish roots and 
religion; and they raised their chil-

dren in both faiths. 
Edith Bronstein, on the· other 

hand, was born and raised in 
Switzerland, and didn't feel as 
attached to her Protestant back
ground. 

Her husband, Aaron, in contrast, 
felt drawn to his Jewish past, and 
Edith and Aaron decid$!d to raise 
both their children as Jews. 

Kaplan said after the screening 
~hat the film was years in the mak
mg. 

She also had to edit it consider
ably for the final documentary .. 
"There was 47 hours of footage that 
got whittled down to 57 minutes." 

Daughter of .a rabbi, she decided 
to make "Mixed Blessings~" after 
getting into an interfaith marriage 
herself. She's since remarried, to a 
Jew. " 

"When I 'was growing up, inter
faith dating was forbidden," Kaplan 
notes on the website for "Mixed 
Blessings". 

Falling in love with a non-Jew, 
Kaplan felt she was ,letting down 
"our side". 

"I was very hurt that the Jewish 
community did not accept me in my 
(Cont. on page 3. See 
"Discussions held here' on chal
lenges, options in interfaith mar
riages".) 
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Canada Post delays 
delivery of Passover issue 
Postal bureaucrat takes bureaucratic 

. nitpicking to new heights 
By BERNIE BELLAN 
(Jewish Post & News business ma1lager) 

Every once in a while, someone at Canada 
Post does something 'that delays delivery of The 
Jewish Post & News to our readers. 

In the summer of 2004, an entire shipment of 
papers was "misplaced", as someone at Canada 
Post had simply put the papers aside until our 
frantic calls to the main post office on Graham 
Avenue alerted the good folks there to the fact 
that they had "misplaced" our paper, 

So ir was, again, this past week, that we were 
not surprised to learn that delivery of our news
paper had been held up by someone at Canada 
Post. Unfortunately, it is not Canada Post's prac
tice to let its customers know when a problem 
has arisen. Thus, it was only when we realized 
that our Passover issue had not been delivered at 
all to any of our readers by Friday of last week; 
that we realized something was terribly amiss. 

After a series of frantic phone calls to the com
pany that handles preparation of our newspaper 
for delivery to Canada Post, we were able to 
piece together what had happened: 

It seems that, somewhere along the line, a mis
take had occurred in the way our papers were 
"sorted" prior to their delivery to Canada Post. 
While 99 percent of the papers were sorted cor
rectly, an individual working within what is 
known as the "Revenue Verification Unit" at 

, Canada Pbst.haddiscfovered 'that several of ()Uf 
papers that' were intended for' out-of-province' 
readers had not been sorted in the correct order. 
For instance, when we send our papers out of 
province, they are to be sorted in something like 
the following order: Victoria, Vancouver, 
Kamloops, Calgary, and so on. 

It seems that, for whatever reason, the order 
was slightly skewed, so that .papers intended for 
Montreal or some other such city were mixed in 
with 'papersfor Vancouver - or something like 
that. (Trying to understand Canada Post baffle
gab can be a very frustrating experience.) 

Now, normally you might expect a reasonable 
company either to overlook something like what 
. had evidently happened, and which, by no 
means, should have been considered something 
that should require the complete disruption of 
delivery of our paper but, such was not' the case 
with Canada Post. No siree - what happened 
here is that our mailer was forced to haul back 
each and· every bag of papers that had been 
delivered to Canada Post, and go through each 
individual item, to make sure that they were all 
in the correct order. 

Only then did Canada Post "clear" our news
paper for delivery: 

When asked why she couldn't have just used a 
little "common sense", and allowed The Jewish 
Post & News to be "cleared" despite the 

'. acknowledged error that had been made in sor
tation, we were given the usual answers that we 
have come to expect from Canada Post: "If we 
were to do that for Y9U we would have to do that 
for everyone" and that "Canada Post must main
tain adequate safeguards over its revenue 
stream" - whatever that means. 
. Regardless, we once again apologize to our 

readers for the delay in delivery of our Passover 
issue, We hope that you will understand that 

. delays of this sort are almost always beyond our 
control and, that whatever Canada Post may lack 
in being able' to deliver "customer service", it 
more than makes up for in bureaucratic rigidity. 
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People:···. 
Actress Sarah 
Henriques has lots 
of relatives in 
Winnipeg's Jewish 
community . 
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