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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT: 

Caroline '. Dukes exhibition includes many! unseen' works 
Late Holocaust survivor's art now on display at Asper Campus' 

. By ARNOLD ROSS 

A pril 2nd was a 
lovely Sunday 

. afternoon. 
Artists, collectors, 
family, friends and the 
curious turned out in 
large numbers to view 
the work of Caroline 
Dukes (1929-2003) 
hanging in the 
Goldberg Walkway 
Gallery on the Asper 
Jewish. Community 
Campus. 

While gallery sur
veys long ago declared 
that the average 
gallery 'visitor will 
view an individual 

, work of art, whether a 
Van Gogh or a John 
James, for no longer 

"Music School", 1996 acrylic by Caroline Dukes. Photo by Arnold Ross, 

than 45 seconds, this group looked so long and 
intensely, the opening remarks by Leonard 
Marcoe were delayed by 40 minutes. 

Much of the collection for this "special event" 
had never before been exhibited. Marcoe, 
Heather Cram and Elaine Margolis "expressed 
surprise and delight" when they discovered the 
large parcel of drawings of musicians. Dukes 
and husband Alfred attended many symphony 
concerts. It is likely that most of the 42 drawings 
mounted were sketched live, with Dukes work
ing on her lap. There is a spontaneity of motion 
and emotion present. 

Dukes was born in Ujpest, Hungary iri 1929, 
and surVived the Holocaust in that country. As a 
youngster, she studied ballet before entering'the 
Academy of Fine Arts in 1951. She moved to 
Toronto in 1958, and in 1967, settled in 
Winnipeg. For the next four years, she complet
ed her university studies and became a founding 
member of Site Gallery. 

Elaine Margolis describes Dukes' work as 
"very deep". 

These many drawings, paintings and prints 
reveal an airiness in her style. Border Crossings 
volume 23#lissue #89 has a lengthy illustrated 
feature on her work. She is also part of the exten
sive art coll~ction at the University of Winnipeg. 
Her landscape #34/2 1984 is perhaps, at least on 

. a large scale, one of her finest. 
The Asper Campus exhibit features a dozen in 

the apple picking series beginning with quick 
life size sketches of apples and pickers, ending 
with, attractive silkscreens. As the drawings grew 
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An untitled drawing of a male by Dukes in 
the exhibit. Photo by Al'I1old Ross. 

colored inks and even whiteout, she created 
"intelligent scribbles" with evocative lines over
lapping and encircling one another endlessly. 
This gave her works a luminescence, an airiness 
allowirig light to come through. Her colors were 
dynam~c pastels, Chagal-like. Very. pleasant to 
focus upon. 

A long time member of MAWA, Dukes has 
served as a mentor in the advisory programs for 
Manitoba Artists for Womens Art. MAWA has 
established a Caroline Dukes Legacy Fund. 

CAROLINE ::nUKES in front of one of her 
works several years ago. 

The exhibit was a joint project of the Asper 
Campus's Fine Arts Committee and the Martha 

, Street Studio:It will continue at the campus until 
. April 28, and move to the Martha Street Studio 
some time after that. Framing and hanging these 
delicate works took skill and attention. Rumor 
has it that the Goldberg Walkway will become a 
space for some Jewish museum exhibits in 
future. It was nice to see the campus give sup
port to local Jewish artists. May that continue. 

The writer is a Winhipeg Jewish freelance,. 
and artist. 

in size (particularly 
her nudes), Dukes 
switched from pencil 
to charcoal. 

For over 25 years 
Dukes work has hung 
in galleries across 
Canada. It was also on 
display in Germany, 
Spain, Mexico and the 
USA. In 1993 she 
shared space with Eva 
Stubbs in Hungary. 

In the 1980's Dukes 
began to focus on 
landscapes.- Works as 
small as 2 inches by 
two inches are a trea
sure to view. Some of 
them were later 
expressed as large as 
7 feet by 21 feet, 
using colored pencils, 

· Esyllt Jones 
(Cont. from page 7.) 

called "Influenza 1918: Women , 
Families and Worker Militancy in 
Winnipeg", to be published by the 
University of Toronto Press. 

"Wilmipeg had never properly 
housed its immigrants, and many 
homes in the North End were small 
and overcrowded. Many people, 
lived without hot running water, 
and there were fuel shortages that 
winter. Many workers felt pressury, 
to stay at work, because they 

· couldn't afford to lose income. No 
work, no pay," she said, adding that . 
a lot of people were too poor to .. 
afford physicians, so people had to 
deal with the resources they had. 

The Jewish community, encour
aged by the city, began their own 

· charitable relief organization the 
Jewish Aid Committee, head~d by 
S. Hart Green -: the fIrst Jewish 

member, a Liberal, of a legislature 
in Canada. . 

"He was very involved in the 
United Hebrew Relief, which was 
formed in 1914. It distributed funds 
to various groups doing charitable 
work in the Jewish community," 
said Jones, adding. that you can't 
write a history of the working class 
without dealing with immigrants - . 
many of whom were Jewish. 

"Most of Winnipeg's immigrant 
groups had these societies, but the 
Jewish ones were particularly well 
organized .. : 1 think it was very 
important for the J~wish communi
ty to demonstrate to the anglo com
munity that they could take care of 
each other. The establishment saw 
those in the North End as carrying 
disease, especially if they were 
poor. So, it's against that back
ground lliatyou have to see the 
community' defending itself." 

The writer is a Jewish Winnipeg . , 
freelancer. 
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Humor 

The lighter side of Pesach - a pretty heavy holiday, stomachwise 
Here's what happens when you eat chopped liver and charoses together ... 

I s there really a lighter side to Pesach? Matzo, gogues in Winnipeg, because they thought that 
farfel, tsimmes, brisket. .. sounds like apret- the synagogue Was making some extra money on 

, ty heavy holiday to me. In fact, I think that the side from the sale of leftover matzos. The 
it's' also called the holiday of constipation. Or is auditor asked the shul president: "What do you 
that emancipation? I'm not sure. What I do know do with all the left.:over matzos?" 
is that one should' never eat chopped liver' and The president replied that they saved up the 
charoset together as appetizers - research has life -some I scraps, and, after Pesach, they sent it to the bak-
shown that this combination can lead to charos- have been able ery where it was ground up and baked into bread 
es of the liver. to cross, and for the homeless ... Then the auditor asked what 

It's really not surprising that Jewish holidays some still they did with all the candle drippings from 
are focused on food. The original Pesach holiday stump me. Sabbath. The president explained that they saved 
evolved around a single recipe! A simple one at Pesach is a up the drippings, and sent them off to the Candle 
that.,- you mill a few sheaves of wheat, add a lit- time to think Factory, sq that eventually, they would receive a 
tie water, put it on the fire, go and make sure that of both. the few candles made from the drippings, Feeling 

. the Egyptians aren't on your tail. Before you stumps and the stymied, the auditor pulled out his top gun. He 
know it - it's time to eat and run. Forty years of solutions. By had read an article in Time Magazine stating that 
that, wow! I guess the emancipatipn part came the way, from Israel is one of the leading producers of 
when the Jews finally made it to Israel, and were a psychologi- Interferon - a very expense drug that was origi-
able to feast on the succulent figs and grapes cal point of nally produced from human immune factor har-
described by the spies who were sent to scout out view, Pharoah vested from circumcised foreskins (emes!). The 
the land of milk and honey. In fact, that is prob- himself had a auditor wanted to extort a confession that fore-
ably why the Israelites were motivated to trust few hang-ups skins were being sold on the pink market for 
the spies - after 40 years of being bunged up, and Red Seas. InteIferon production (of course, we all know 
they were driven by the prospect of figs, dates, What intelli- Pesach is also called the that traditionally, foreskins are buried under 
and even.a little bokser (now known as carob). gent person in holiday of constipation - or trees - thanks to.a little Halachah and JNF's 
And why was it 40 years of wandering????? their . rigp.t· is that emancipation? , obsession with planting and fertilizing trees all 
Who knows what would have been if Moses had mind ....• w9uld . . ',' over Israel). Indignant, the shu I president 
GPS/Onstar or he would have let his wife ask for continuetojirtbjt!ct his people to torture, plague replied: "Well, all year, we save the foreskins 
directions a little earlier. . after. plague. COUldn't he see the demise 6fhis and send them to the Canada Revenue Agency, 

Jewish faith is multifaceted - it is said that a nation after eVen eight plagues? Research over so that once a year, they send us a putz like you!" 
ben adam, a human, has both feet and a head for . the years has touched on . that question, and 'the The writer is a .Jewish Winnipeg psychologist 
good reason - s/he should have one foot on the consensus is, that Pharoah was in deNile, . and humorist, 
ground, working on practical issues, and, at the The Jewish holidays 
same time, his/her head in the clouds with G-d. also serve to direct our 
It"isn~t just enough for us to be praying all day; behavior for.~w~~ksAt:ii~~:: 
we have to put what we .divine from our connec- not months'" irF" " 
tion with G-d to good use. So thanking G-d for advance. The High 

. DaVoLI orVour Child Experience 
Anxiety at the Dentist's Office? 

our emancipation isn't quite enough. We also Holydays encourage' 
have to celebrate a good meal with family and us to contemplate the Systematic Desensitization for Anxiety is available at both 
friends while we retell the story and pass it along mistakes we made· . . the offices of Dr. Cathy Moser & Associates as well as at 
one more generation; and, we have to give our over the pastye.~,'llnd:,' .... ,," the office of your Dentist 
leftover chometz to those in need. to set· resolutions"f6r., Dr. Cathy Moser & Associates 

A good rabbi will also be both a spiritualleader the·year to corne::;']2he :,: 3-1250 Waverley Street. 
and one to whom we can turn to for direction in weeks leadinguPC'Jo " .. (Waverley at Buffalo) 
the practical matters of daily life. One rabbi was Pesach are all about' . Ph: (204) 477-8555 FAX: (204) 487-4248 
noted to be a key player in the development of spring cleaning' '. ' . ',i ". " .. 
the space shuttle. Apparently, the fIrst models of cleaning out the food 
the shuttle were defective because the seals hold- cupboards; taking the 
ing the wings to the body of the shuttle melted candle to check up on 
under the heat of take-off. Model after model whether the cleaning 
was tried and failed. The principal engineer, lady really was scrub-
Bernie, was on the verge of depression, and bing down the floor 
turned to his rabbi for consolation. The rabbi and getting into the 
encouraged Bernie to pray; but he also made the corners; washing 
suggestion that he try microscopic perforations those little bits of 
in the caulking that held the wings to the body of scrud that have 
the shuttle. Bernie was skeptical that his rabbi wedged themselves in 
could possibly understand from space shuttles. the comer of the cere-
But he trusted his rabbi, so he gave it a whirl; al drawer; tossing out 
and behold - it worked, Bernie phoned the rabbi all the freezer burnt 
and thanked him profusely. Then he asked the crap that lies in the 
rabbi how he knew that this solution would bowels of the deep 
work. The rabbi replied "Bernie, I've been eat- freeze; throwing out 
ing matzohs for 50 years, and not once has it all those 7/8 eaten 
ever broken on the perforation!" , packages of chips (my 
. The Torah is also practical, in that it can be husband Jeff is 
interpreted in modern ways to make it relevant to famous for leaving 
our lives. "Etz Chaim hee", the song from the two chips in the bag, 
Book of Proverbs that we sing when we have stating that he had 
returned to Torah to the Ark ends with the words' become "full" and just 
"renew our lives". So we do - we keep on apply- couldn't. eat another 
ing the essence of the Torah to modern day situ- bite. 
ations. Every Pesach, Rabbi Allan Meyerowitz, Pesach also gives us 
(a former rabbi at the Shaarey Zedek) would ask a few days of Chol 
us to think of our o,wn personal "Red Sea" - the Hamoed to work on 
obstacles that prevent us from breaking the ~ies our taxes! Apparently, 
that keep us' in bondage (no, we are not talking the Canada Revenue 
fetishes - or, like the guy who loved to slather Agency sent out one 
his Pesach foods with tons of horseradish ,.. a of their auditors to one 
Matzochist). I have had many Red Seas in my of the larger syna-

Also Offering the Following Services: 
Psycho-educational Assessment School Consultation 

Short-ternl Solution Focused 
Marital and Individual Therapy 

Social Skill Development 

Parenting Skill Development 
Communication Skill Development 

Coping With Separation/ Divorce 

Cognitive Behavioural Therapies: Clinical Hypnosis for Weight Control, 
Anxiety, Depression, Self-Esteem Smoking Cessation, and Stress Mgmt. 

Parenting Teens; Treatment for 
Drug and Alcohol Usage 

Adult Children of Aging Parents: 
Coping With the Stress 

Diagnosis /Treatment of Child & Adult Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder 

* May be Covered by Extended Health Care 

The Laureate® Learning Centre EA.S.T. Program is Now Being 
Offered on Premises (3-1250 Waverley) 

(The F.A.S,T. Reading System is a Reading Program that is based on 
current research in the field of reading, and generally results in 
marked growth in reading development over the course of a short 
period of intensive tutorials and nightly reviews. It is a systematic 
phonetic reading program that includes blending, segmenting and 
phonic manipulation. The program is taught by Teachers from The 
Laureate® Academy who aJ:e trained in teaching individuals with 
Reading Difficulties) 

Call (204) 477-8555 to inquire about all programs and for 
iliformation about how your insurance coverage can be applied 

-. 


