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Canadian Jew'ish news 

Displaced Gu~h Katij settlers get help jroln Toronto project 
By ADAM MICHAEL SEGAL' '. people totaled the 

TORONTO (JTA) - Eran Stemb~rg used to eqUIvalent ,. of 
live a prosperous life. in the picturesque bloc of about $225dffildJ~lOn 
Gaza settlements called Gush Katif. Today,.more . U.S. In a l11on, 

• than five months after the settlements were evacu- 233 . people h~ve. 
ated, he is unemployed and residing in a crammed received 75· p~r 
mobile home that is prone to water leaks. "It's not cent of. th;: 
a good feeling to be in this mobile house," he said. money, while.o d 
"It's depressing." , '. ers have receIve 

Their situation has prompted Jewish phil an- smaller amoun.ts, 
thropists in Toronto to lend a hand. Spearheaded A Jewish settler cries Altmann said. 
by Kurt Rothschild, the Toronto group has estab- outside her house before Other payments to 
lished the Netzarim Development Fund, which being removed last ~ormer settlers ~e 
aims to raise more than $1 million U.S. to assist August: Many haven't 111 the wo~k:'>' while 
former residents of Netzarim, the last .settlement . d . d some families have 

d yet recelv~ promise only recently 
evacuate . . compensation. . ., 

Like many of the other 9,000 or so former reSI- apphed lor com-
dents of Gush Katif, Sternberg hasn't yet benefit- pensation, he added. .. . 
ed from compensation packages promised to the The bulk of the ~ettlers are now hVll1g 111 cluste~s 
settlers by the Israeli government. "I get an unem- of caravans, mobile homes, hotels, school dorml-
ployment payment, but I didn't even get one tories and tents acr?ss Israel. Many of the se~lers 
shekel" in compensation, he said. "I don't know "still have very madequate accommo~atlons, 
the exact numbers, but the impression I get is that many are unemployed, so here are people. 111 trou-
there are thousands like me." ble' and we want to help," says Rothschild, who 

According to a rep0l1 compiled by a committee has visited the settlers several times ,since. ~e 
of former Gush Katif residents, about 50 per cent evacuation. "The second reason for d0111g ,thIS IS 

of the evacuees haven't received any down pay- the. project of stat1ing new settlements 111 the 
ment&. Close to 90 per cent haven:t received "full Negev, which is v~tal for Israel:" 
compensation," which is based on lost land, lost Recently, a senes of, meet111gs were held at 
wages, family size and other factors. homes and synagogues m ~oronto t? help attra~t 

About 2,100 people lost their jobs. Some 815 donations for the fund. Ul1lte~ !ewlsh Appeal. IS. 

people have received full compensation, said monitoring the Toronto fund-rals~g. About half?f . 
Bairn Altmann, a spokesman for the the necessary funds have been ratsed so far, said 
Disengagement Authority, known .in Hebrew as Udi Zinar, project coo~d~ator for the new settle-
Sela. While Altmann would not give a range of ments. The funds are bemg used for. our school 
numbers, he told JTA that the payments to these system, our day care system, the medical system, 

. , youth needs and wel
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fare issues." 
Zale NeWmatl, one 

of the Toronto contrib
utors, views the mis
sion in humanitarian 
terms, simllar to when 
Diaspora communities 
helped new Israeli 
immigrants shortly 
after the country's 
establishment in 1948. 
"It's good, old-fash
ioned Zionism to build 
a frontier town in a part 
of Israel that needs to 
be populated," he said. 
"The difference now is 
that these aren't rookie 
immigrants - they're 
skilled business peo
ple." 

Prior to the· Gaza 
withdrawal, the organ
ic vegetables atld other 
produce from Gush 
Katif's technologically 
advanced hothouses 
led to a flourishing 
economy, which 
accounted for 15 per 
cent of Israel's agricul
tural exports. 

The platl is for this 
agriCUltural know-how 
to be harnessed in new 
towns in Israel's south. 
''They saved their hot
houses' and they'll 
have to learn to adapt 
to the new soil, which 
is desert sand, not like 
beach sand in Gaza," 
Newman said. 

'Jewish-owned' media blamed 
for candidate's defeat in BC 

By JEWISH 
TRIBUNE STAFF 

RICHMOND, B~C. 
- In a scathing, anti
Semitic diatribe, a 
campaign manager 
for . a B.C. 
Conservative candi
date in last January's 
federal . election 
blamed a Jewish
owned, liberal-biast:d 
media for some of the 
challenges of the cam
patgn. 

Ignoring the fact 
that Canwest Global's 
newspapers in the 
Vancouver area 
endorsed Stephen 

FRANK DIMANT, 
executive vice-presi
dent, B 'nai Brith 
Canada: "Repre
hensible comments" 
from a Conservative 
candidate's cam
paign manager. 

Harper's Conservative Party in the election, 
Robbie Robertson, campaign manager for 
Conservative candidate Darrel Reid, told the 
Richmond News, "The Can West Global media 
empire is controlled by a Jewish family (~he 
Aspers) and they have been the most aggressive 
family to attack Christians, especially 
Conservative Christians," in answer to charges 
that his catldidate had shunned the media. 

Robertson added, "Dat'fel has answered his 
questions and he still gets called because it does
n't suit the agenda of the CanWest management 
team that are getting some kind of direction. 

"(This ts) a familY,that fought aga~nst pers,<::~lb 
tion and here they are putting their scribes on 
Christian candidates. That's something they 
fought agairist. Then it's okay for them to do it." 

David Asper, CanWesfs executive vice presi
dent and chairman of the board at the National 
Post, personally' came out in favour of 
Conservative candidate Peter Kent in Toronto's 
St. Paul's riding. 

Dismissing Robertson's remarks as unfortu
nate, Reid told the Richmond News that 
Robertson has been on medical leave and does
n't speak for him or the campaign. 

He told his supporters, "We have fought a 
good fight. Congratulations to Mr. (Raymond) 
Chan" on his reelection. 

Both B 'nai Brith Canada and the Canadian 
Jewish Congress Pacific Region strongly con
demned Robertson's vitriolic statements. 

"The hurtful remarks of Mr. Robertson target
ing the Jewish community are all too reminis
cent of age-old anti-Semitic conspiracy theories 
of Jews plotting to take over the world," said 
Frank Dimant, executive vice-president of B 'nai 
Brith Canada commenting on the published 
news report of Robertson's remarks. "Such rep
rehensible comments stand in direct contradic
tion to cherished Canadian values such as toler
ance and respect - the very same values that 
candidates of all parties and from all walks of 
life proudly exemplified during the election 
process. 

"Mr. Reid and the Conservative Party that he 
represents have always stood for a strong 
Canada, inclusive of aU minorities, and we are, 
therefore, gratified by his quick repudiation of 
the remarks of his campaign manager. 

"Robertson's remarks are even more perplex
ing given the disting)lished reputation enjoyed 
by Can West Global as a reliable news source 
and the fact that its owners are well known for 
having supported diverse political streams and 
parties." 

Reprinted with permission, Jewish Tribune. 
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Holocaust Awareness Week April 23-April 27, 2006 
We Remember our Past. We Trust in the Future. 

Yom HashoahlHolocaust Memorial 
Day falls on the 27th of Nisan, midway 
between the anniversary of the begin

ning of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and Yom 
Ha'atzmaut. This year, Yom Hashoah will be 
commemorated worldwide on April 25th. The 
Holocaust Awareness Committee of the Jewish 
Federation ofWirmipeg, chaired by Joe Riesen, 
organizes a week of programs surrounding 
Yom Hashoah. We memorialize the Holocaust 
for the sake of those that.were murdered, those 
that survived and for our own sake, in order to 
pave the way for a better future. As George 
Santayana wrote: "Those who carmot remem
ber history are doomed to repeat it." 

Premier Gary Doer will read the 
Proclamation of Yom Hashoah of the 
Province of Manitoba during the Annual 
Public Commemorative Service at the 
Holocaust Monument on the grounds of the 
legislature at noon on April 251h. 
Transportation from the North End to theser
vice is being coordinated by Marilyn Regiec. 
PiCk-up and return will be from the Gwen 
Secter Creative Living Centre. The bus will 
leave at 11:00 a.m. (sharp) and will return to 
the Gwen Secter immediately after the service. 
For information call the Gwen Secter Creative 

. . . " 

Living Centre. 

Prior to the service, B 'nai Brith Canada's 
armual program "Unto Every Name There is 
a Person" program will be held in Committee 
Room 254 starting at 9:30 a.m. 

New this year: The Gwen Secter Creative 
Living Centre has joined with United Jewish 
People's Order and 'Sholem Aleichem 
Community. Their program, entitled 
"Martyrdom, Resistance and the Politics of 
Memory" will feature Benjamin Baader, 
Assistant Professor of History at the University 
of Manitoba. We are pleased to announce that 
the program will be held at the Gwen Secter 
Creative Living Centre, Monday, April 24th at 
7:30 p.m., 1588 Main Street. 

"The Mortal Storm", an MGM film pro
duced in 1940 atld stan-ing James Stewart and 
Margaret Sullavan is the Holocaust Awareness 
Committee's feature program. Don Anderson, 
wellknown writer, teacher and recognized film 
critic, has drawn on his personal collection to 
provide us with the copy of the film for the. 
evening. The film was a rare and bold political 
statement for its time. With it, MGM took a 
courageous stand against Nazi ideology. Don 

Anderson will provide a historical introduction 
to the film. 

Congregation Shaarey Zedek is hosting a 
special luncheon featuring guest speaker 
Rochelle Gamliel on Thursday April 271h at 
noon. "My eyes have seen Poland and 
Lithuania" is her personal story. Contact Rose 
Mathews at the Shaarey Zedek to register. 

The Annual Holocaust Memorial Service 
will begin Holocaust Awareness Week at 
Congregation Etz Chayim on April 23 rd at 
11 :00 am. Keynote Speaker will be well
known member of parliament Judy Wasylycia
Leis. 

Out of respect for Holocaust Awareness 
Week and to help with commemoration for the 
general public, Cinematheque, 100 Arthur 
Street, will be screening "Fateless" from April 
21-27 at 7:00 p.m. daily with a matinee at 2:00 
p.m. on Sunday, April 23nl • 

For further infonnation on programs, please 
contact Madeline Kowall at· the Jewish 
Federation of Winnipeg, or Shelley Faintuch, 
Federation community relations director, at the 
number in the ad below. . 

JEWISH FEDERATION OF 

SUNDAY, APRIL ~3.-11:00 .A.M. 
. Annual Holocaust Memorial ServIce . 

Holocaust Awareness CDmmlttee Program' Congregation Etz Chayim, 123. MathesDn Avenue E. 

'. MONDAY, APRIL 24 - 7:30 P.M. 
Annual Program - United Jewish People's Order and Sholem Aleichem Community, 

with Gwen Secter Creative Living. Centre' Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre, 1588 Main street 

TUESDAY, APRIL 25 
YOM HASHOAH / HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 
9:30 A.M. - "UNTO EVERY PERSON THERE IS A NAME" 

B'nal Brlth Canada's Annual Program - Legislature, Room TBA 

12:00 P.M. - ANNUAL PUBLIC COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE 

Holocaust Awareness Committee's Community-Wide Program 

Holocaust Monument, Grounds of the Provincial Legislature 

7:00 P.M. - "THE MORTAL STORM" 

Introduced by Don Anderson, this 1940 MGM film starring 

James stewart Is a rare anti-Holocaust statement. 

Berney Theatre, Asper Jewish Community Campus, 

123 Doncaster Street - Silver Collection at door 

THURSDAY, APRIL 27 
12:00 - "MY EYES HAVE SEEN ... POLAND AND LITHUANIA" 

Presimtatlon bY.Rochelle Gamllel • Congregation Shaarey Zedek, .. 

$10' for Shaarey Zedek' members, $12 non-members 

Call Rose Mathews to register, 975-3481 by Friday, April 21st 

. 12:30 -jCFS HOLOCAUST. SURVIVOR DRO~-IN PROGRAM 

.• Gwen secterCreatlve' LIving Cen.tre,1588 Main Street 


