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u.s. Jewish news 
News analysis 

Following Hamas takeover of P.A., 
. West and Israel cut off contact,' funds 

By RON 
KAMPEAS 

WASHING
TON (JTA) 
Now that Hamas 
officially has 
become the face 
of the Palestinian 
Authority, the 
West and Israel 
can't slam the 
door fast enough. 
Palestinians who 
elected the terror
ist group in 
January felt the 
bite of that deci

'sion within days 
of Hamas' 

DAVID WELCH, U.S. 
State Department 
envoy: The U.S. consid
ers Hamas "a terrorist 
group." 

assumption of power two weeks ago. 
All Hamas leaders, and officials associated 

with the terrorist group, were officially off-lim
its to U.S. diplomats by week's end. With a cou
ple of exceptions, the same was true of Europe, 
where' Hamas also is listed as a terrorist organi
zation. Israel already had suspended relations 
with the Palestinian Authority. Western diplo
mats said the clampdown was inevitable, given 
Hamas' refusa( to renounce terrorism and recog
nize Israel. 

But they also were scrambling to find ways to 
keep a line open to the Palestinian public. "We 
are in a situation in which you' have a govern
ment led by a party that we, the United States, 
consider to be a terrorist group," David WeIch, 
the top U.S. State Department envoy to the 
Middle East, said two weeks ago in a roundtable 
interview with Arab journalists. "It's going to 
introduce a fundamentally difficult effort, funda
mentally difficult problem, in the effort to get to 
peace negotiations." 

Ehud Olmert, who was elected Israeli prime 
minister last month, says he remains committed 
to negotiating peace with Mahmoud Abbas, the 
relatively moderate P.A. president from the 
Fatah Party. The Bush administration is encour
aging Israel to sustain ties. WeIch and Elliott 
Abrams, the deputy national security adviser to 
the White House, met two weeks ago with their 
Israeli counterparts and encouraged them to con
tinue seeking avenues to the Palestinians that 
would bypass Hamas. 

Dov Weisglass, Olmert's national security 
adviser, has set up a team of top Israeli officials 
to explore such options. Olmert's commitment to 
negotiating with Abbas is relatively recent, how
ever, and some analysts believe it is a formality, 
especially given Abbas' weakness. 

Olmert says that if he can't find a Palestinian 
. partner, he will push ahead with unilateral with
drawals in the West Bank, as his predecessor, 
Ariel Sharon, did last year when he evacuated 
Israeli settlements in the Gaza Strip. The diplo
matic fallout fJ;om the Hamas takeover was pre
dictable, but there were legal issues as well. 

The United States and Europe' have suspended 
aid payments they maintained to the Palestinian 
Authority during the interim between Hamas' 
victory on January 25 and its ascension to power 
two weeks ago. 

Another substantial blow came April 4· when 
Bank Hapoalim, the principal Israeli bank deal
ing with the Palestinian Authority, shut down all 

. ties, citing international legislation criminalizing 
dealings with terrorists. The .Bank Hapoalim 

decision could herald other private sector cutoffs 
for the Palestinians. 
, Officials at the Arab Bank in Jordan, which 
handles some P.A. business, are considering 
their next move. P.A. officials say they're bank
rupt, and that a fund-raising drive among Arab 
and Muslim nations hasn't even, come close to 
meeting the $250 million U.S. the authority pays 
in monthly salaries. Israel fears that a total col
lapse of the Palestinian economy would destabi
lize its borders. 

Israel is endeavoring to come to an agreement 
with the Palestinians that would keep Palestinian 
markets open while preserving Israeli security 
needs. Aid officials in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip are shunning the Palestinian Authority, 
while wondering how to continue their programs 
without going through the P.A. infrastructure. 
Even some programs that do not deal with the 
Palestinian Authority have suspended activities, 
said Larry Garber, director of U.S. Agency for 
International Development programs in the 
Palestinian areas from 1999-2004. 

"There's no formal policy that says 'Let's 
close down the programs, '" said Garbet:, who as 
director of the New Israel Fund maintains close 
ties with the aid community in the region. But 
some programs have been frozen, Garber said, 
because aid officials are worried that "they may 
be required to interact with P.A. officials down 
the line." The fonnal U.S. guidelines announced 
March 31 suggest the emerging Westem consen
sus on how to deal with the Palestinians: Work 
with Abbas and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, the precursor to the Palestinian 
Authority that is free from Hamas input. 

"There should be no contacts between U.S. 
government officials and P.A. officials who are 
under the authority of the prime minister or any 
other minister in the Hanias-Ied government," 
State Department spokesman Adam .Ereli said. 
"They can have contact with Palestinian 
Authority President Abbas, officials in the office 
of the president, as well as officials and agencies· 
directly under the authority of the Palestinian 
Authority president." 

That comports with a version of "The 
Palestinian Anti-Terrorism Act" currently circu
lating in the U.S. Senate, which bans all assis
tance to the Palestinian Authority but allows 
President Bush to maintain ties and. financial 
support for Abbas and his office. The House ver
sion is tougher, but Capitol Hill insiders say the 
Senate version will probably prevail in confer
ence. 

Abbas appears more than eager to cut Hamas 
out of the negotiating loop, telling Israeli 
reporters in interviews that the PLO, which he 
chairs, is the only address for talks. If Olmert 
really does negotiate with him, Abbas has 
pledged to bypass the Hamas-governed 
Palestinian Authority and take any peace deal 
directly to the Palestinians in a referendum. 

However, Abbas did not explain how that 
would work, given his inability to take steps 
such as dismantling Hamas' terrorist infrastruc
ture even when his Fatah Party was in power. 
There was a sign from Hamas that it might be 
willing to defer to Abbas and the PLO. Writing 
in London's Guardian two weeks ago, Ismail 
Haniyeh, the P.A. prime minister, called for the 
revival of the PLO. He said it was "essential so 
that it can resume its role in speaking for the 

. Palestinians and presenting their case to the 
world." 
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Reported anti-Semitic incidents in the United 
States fell slightly in 2005, according to the 
Anti-Defamation League. 

Anti-Semitic incidents 
down, but still too 

high, new report says 
By RACHEL SILVERMAN 

NEW YORK (JTA) - The number of anti
Semitic incidents in the United States decreased 
slightly in 2005, according to a new report. But 
the picture is still bleak, the annual audit from 
the Anti-Defamation League says. 

"While any decline is encouraging, we remain 
concerned because too many people continue to 
act out their anti-Jewish hatred," Abraham 
Foxman, the ADL's national director, said. "The 
numbers remain sobering, because we know 
from painful experience that it only takes one 
incident of anti-Semitism to affect an entire 
community. "For them, it was not just a number, 
it was a trauma," he added. 

The audit, which looked at anti-Semitic activ
ity across the United States in 2005, recorded 
1,757 such incidents last year. These numbers 
are down slightly from 2004's 1,821 incidents, 
which constituted the highest level of anti
Semitic activity in nine years. 

Published annually since 1988, the audit 
breaks down anti-Semitic incidents into two cat
egories. The first is harassment, which ADL 
defines as "threa'ts and assaults directed at indi
viduals and institutions." . 

The other category is vandalism, which 
includes cemetery desecration or anti-Semitic 
graffiti. The data' are mined both from official 
crime statistics and from information provided 
to ADL's30 regional dffices by victims, law 

. enforcement officers and community leaders. 
This methodology includes criminal acts, as 
well as non-criminal incidents. 

The report's findjngs show that: * Acts of van- . 
dalism decreased by 4 per cent in 2005 - from 
644 incidents in 2004 to 617 in 2005. * Acts of 
harassment decreased by 3 per cent in 2005, 
with 1,140 incidents reported. 

* Harassment acts constitute 65 per cent of the 
total incidel),ts reported. Vandalism incidents 
make up the remaining 35 per cent. 
* Ninety-eight anti-Semitic incidents were 

reported on college campuses in 2005. This con
stitutes an almost one-third increase from the 74 
incidents 

reported in 2004. * States with the highest 
total incidents included New York (381), New 
Jersey (266), California (247), Florida· (199), 
Massachusetts (93) and COimecticut (57). 

* The Internet continues to playa "substantial 
role" in the propagation of anti-Semitism. 

'Though Internet messages on bulletin boards 
anci"in chat rooms were not counted in the audit 

. , 
specific, e-mail threats aimed at Jewish syna
gogues and institutions were included.'· . 

In addition to the audit, the ADL also com
piles statistics on anti-Semitic attitudes in the 
country. 
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World Jewish news/Spanish column 
Across the fonner Soviet Union 

On trip to Russia, Tehran Jews 
insist there's a Jewish/uture in Iran 
By· LEV 
KRICHEVSKY 

MOSCOW (JTA)
Russian Jewish orga
nizers of a trip for 15 . 
Iranian Jewish 
women in Russia say 
they hope the trip will 
launch contacts 
between the two com
munities. 

"We have not had 
any contacts with 
Iranian Jews," said 
Adolph ShayeviCh, 
one of Russia's two 
chief, rabbis. "We 
have heard various 
rumors lately, that 
there is no Jewish 
community in Iran, 

Iranian Jewish women visit the Anton 
Chekhov Museum near Moscow in March 
2006. The women, who all live in Tehran, are 
members of an amate~r folk dance group 
that came to Moscow to take part in a Jewish . 
children's arts festival. Credit: KEROOR. 

that things are bad for Jews there .. 
We are happy to see it for ourselves 
that this isn't the whole truth." 

The group is a IS-member 
women's amateur folk dance group 

. that came to Moscow two weeks 

Rights body condemns 
campus anti-Semitism 

WASHINGTON (JTA) - Anti-Semitism on 
college campuses' is a "serious problem" that 
merits a campaign to inform Jewish s!udents of 
their rights, the U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights said. The commission announced its 
position April 3 after considering testimony,last 
year from the American Jewish Congress, 
Zionist Organization of America, Institute for 
Jewish and Community Research and other 
groups. The commission cited anti-Israel propa
ganda on campus that exploits long-time stereo
types. It recommended that the Education 
Department run a campaign to inform Jewish 
students of their right to be free of harassment 
and that it collect data on anti-Semitic and other 
hate crimes at universities. The commission also 
concluded that there is "substmltial evidence" 
that some university departments of Middle East 
studies "may repress legitimate debate concern
ing Israel." 
Canadian aborigine appeals .decision 
NEW YORK (JTA) -A former Canadian 

aboriginal leader appealed a ruling that found 
him gUilty of willfully promoting anti-Semitism. 
Doug Christie, a lawyer for David Ahenakew, 
said April 3 that the decision was the first step 
toward 11 "tattletale police state." Ahenakew was 

. fined $1,000 U.S. and stripped of the Order of 
Canada for 2002 comments in which he called 
the Jewish people a "disease" and asserted that 
Hitler was justified when he "fried 6 million of 
those guys." The judge said he would rule on the 
appeal in a month or two. 

Study: Sweden cozied up to Nazis 
NEW YORK (JTA) ~. Sweden cooperated 

with the Nazis more than previously thought, . 
according to a Swedish investigation. Swedish 
pastors stopped marriages between Gennmls and 
Swedish Jews for violating the Nuremberg Laws 
promoting Aryan prejudices and newspapers 
gagged criticism of Hitler, the occupation of 
Norway and the murder of millions of Jews in 
concentration camps, Reuters reported. "We are 
fmding new areas of collaboration\w~ich we did
n't know about," said Stockholm University his
torian Klas Amark, who coordinated the study. 

ago to take part in the 
Light a Candle Jewish 
children's arts festi
val. 

The trip was a rare 
group visit abroad by 
Iranian Jews, who live 
in an Islamic commu
nity virulently 
opposed to the State 
of Israel - and they 
visited Russia, where 
Jews lived under tight 
restrictions until tlH;~ 
fall of Communisril. 

The Iranimls - aged 
14 to 30 - came to 
Russia thanks to 
diplomatic efforts by 
Arkady Gaidamak, a 
Russian Jewish leader 
and businessman, and 
with a special pernlit 
from the Iranian 
authorities. 

Russia is a major 
supplier of nuclear 
technology to Iran, 
which is currently 
under strong interna
tional pressure to halt 
its supposed nuclear 

, weapons program. 
In addition to gener

al tourist si tes, the 
delegation visited a 
synagogue and a 
Jewish day school in 
Moscow, as well as 
the Jewish communi
ty of Yaroslavl. 

The women were 
expected to be joined 
by Harun Yeshayaie, 
the chairman of the 
Iranian Jewish com-. 
munity, but the leader 
had to cancel his visit 
at the last minute 
because of health rea
sons, according to 
members of the dele-
gation . 

Passover feature 
Prague 

undergoes 
metamorphosis: 
This Passover, 

matzah for 
everyone 

By DINAH A. 
SPRITZER 

PRAGUE (JTA) -
An anonymous 

. source breathes heav
ily on the other end of 
the receiver, softly 
intoning that the only 
way to get the goods 
is from an inside con
tact. Through friends, 
I discretely discover 
my intennediary, who 
leads me through sev
eral dark corridors for 
an encounter with an 
angry man. 

His gruffness is 
unmistakable: He is 
the Czech version of 
the infamous "soup 
Nazi" from 
"Seinfeld," a man so 
demanding of his cus
tQITIers that he would 
ban them for life if 
they showed any 
signs of sauciness. I 
am trembling, fearing 
that if 1 cross him, all 
is lost. The problem 
is, I don't want the 
whole box; 1 don't 
need that much. This 
angers my ersatz 
dealer. "Well then 
what DO you want?" 
he asks, irritated. I 
make a pathetic ges
ture indicating that I 
will take half. 

He sniffs disapprov
ingly, but cajoled by a 
front woman, he sur
renders. For the final 
score, I have to come 
back in a few hours, 
go deep into a Prague 
basement, find a wait
er whom I only know 
by first name, and pay 
an exorbitant amount 
for the rest of my 
booty. It's all very 
hush-hush, and, of 
course, Kafkaesque. 
And it's not cocaine 
or heroine I am trying 
to obtain, although I 
feel as if embroiled in 
the drug deal of the 
century. 

It's matzah I'm 
after, plus gefilte fish, 
and for years this is 
the kind of ordeal one 
had to go through if 
one was in Prague for 
Passover and was not 
a member of the 
Prague Jewish com
munity. 

Negocios bilaterales. 
El Mercosur e Israel negocian unacuerdo de 

Iibre comercio con vistas a tenerlolisto a finales 
de este mes, infonn6 la Cancillerfa de Argentina, 
pais a cargo de la presidencia temporal del 
bloque sudamericano. Las partes ya han 
definido la estructura del aCllerdo, que abarcani 
la liberalizaci6n del comercio de bienes 
agrfcolas e industriales, indic6 en un I 

comunicado. 

POI' medio de una videocollferencia entre 
Buenos Aires y Tel Aviv celebrada hace pocos 

. dias atras, los negociadores de ambas partes 
acordaron que tambien se incluyan normas de 
origen de los productos, mediosde soluci6n de 
controversias y los procedimientos aduaneros. 
El convenio comercial fijan'i ademas reglas 
sobre subsidios, salvaguardas comerciales y 
contra el comercio desleal ("antidumping"), 
junto con una cIausula de "revisi6n" del pacto 
"conforme a la evoluci6n de las variables 
econ6micas de ambas partes", sefiala Ia nota 
oficial. Durante el 2005, el Mercosur 
(Argentina, Brasil, Paraguay y Uruguay) e Israel 
comerciaron mercancfas pOI' valor de unos 1.010 
millones de d6lares, como resultado de 
exportaciones israelfes por 548 millones e 
importaciones desde el bloque por 462 millones 
de d6lares. Los principales productos que el 
bloque sudamericano exporta a Israel son granos 
y cereales,' bienes de capital e informatica y 
calzado: "Es una negociacion que avanza y abre 
un interesante mercado a los paises del 
Mercosur", apunt6 el subsecretario argentino de 
Integracion, Eduardo Sigal. "POI' esto estmnos 
haciendo los mayores esfuerzos para concluir en 
un breve plazo el acuerdo", ailadi6. Los 
negociadores del bloque y de Israel se reunin'in 
entre el 25 y el 28 de abril proximos en Buenos 
Aires con vistas a intercambiar las listas de los 
productos que abarcara este acuerdo, ultimo 
paso para que sea firnlado. Los contactos entre 
las partes comenzaron el 15 de febrero pasado 
en Tel Aviv con "un cIima muy positivo que 
permitio delinem' el cronograma de encuentros ) 
en que se encuentran trabajando los . dos 
bloques", puntualiz6 la Cancilleria argentina. 

Visita. , 
El numero 2 de Kadima Ie llevanl al Santo 

Padre una carta personal del electo Primer 
Ministro israeli, Ehud Olmert 

EI mas vetermlO de los polfticos israelfes, 
Shimon Peres visitm'a Roma para mantener una 
reunion especial con el Jefe de la Iglesia 
Catolica,el cardenal Joseph Ratzinger, el Papa 
Benedicto XVI, quien estfi a punto de cumplir un 
ano de su asunci6n y nombramiento. EI ex 
hombre del laborismo y actual numero 2 de 
Kadima, entre otras cosas llevara una carta ) 
personal del electo Primer Ministro y sucesor de 
Ariel Shar6n, Ehud Olmert 

Nos reencontramos la pr6xima semana 
alexci5@hotmail.com 
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