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New report: Intermarriage rate \ 
• soarIng among 

younger Winnipeg Jews 
62.5 per cent of households with both 

spouses under 30 are intermarried 

By MATT BELLAN 
There's been an 

increase of 68.5 per 
cent in the number of 
Winnipeg Jews living 
in intermarried house
holds 10 the last 
decade. 

In cases where both 
spouses are under 30, 
the level' of intermar
riage is 62.5 per cent. 

Those are two of the 
highlights of a 
February, 2006 report 

. on "Issues of Jewish 
identity" for 
Winnipeg's Jewish 
community. 

Charles Shahar, 
demographer for the 
Jewish Federation of 
Montreal, wrote this 
report. It's the sixth of 
a series the United ,FAYE ROSENBERG-COHEN, Jewish 

'Israel . Appeal! . ,.Federation of Winnipego--director of planning 
Federations Canada and (bottom right) the new report on inter-
commissioned him to marriage in Winnipeg's Jewish community: 
do for federations rep- Federation plans to start discussing in June 
resenting Jewish com- how to respond to the report, which details 
munities across the intermarriage rates here and other "issues of 
cou~try, based on the Jewish identity". 
2001 Canadian census. 

"In North America, there has 
been increasing concem about the 
ability of the Jewish community to 
withstand the pressures of ... assimi
lation," Shahar writes in this' 34-
page report for the Jewish 
Federation of Winnipeg. 

Assimilation isn't as marked in 
Canada's Jewish community as in 
the U.S., he adds. That's partly 
because Canadian Jewish commu
nities are historicaUy younger than 
American ones, and Canada is 
more of a "cultural mosaic" than 
the U.S. "melting pot". 

Winnipeg Jews' intermarriage 
,rate of 23.3 per cent falls some
where in the middle, among major 
Canadian Jewish communities. 

Montreal's and Toronto's are 
lower than Winnipeg's - at 13.1 per 
cent and 15.6 per cent, respectively. 
But Ottawa's (31.8 per ceht), 
Calgary's (34.3 per cent) and 
Vancouver's (41.3 per cent) are 
higher. 

Faye Rosenberg-Cohen, Jewish 
Federation of Winnipeg director of 
planning, played a key role in help
ing Shahar prepare his report for. 
Winnipeg. 

Asked last week why Montreal 
and Toronto have lower intermar
riage rates, Rosenberg-Cohen said 
it's because there are "higher con
centrations of observant Jews" in 
those two biggest Canadian cities. 

The most dramatic statistics for 
Winnipeg's Jewish community are 
intermarriage rates for younger 
Jews here. 

• 
They rise steadily, the younger 

the newlyweds are. 
"The intermarriage rate when 

both spouses are less than 30 years 
of age is strikingly high:at 62.5 per 
cent," Shahar writes. "It is 39.3 per 
cent if at least one spouse is 
between 30-39 years, 20 per cent if 
there is at least one spouse older 
than 39 years, and 17.5 .per cent if 
both spouses are older than 39 
years. " 

The impact of intermarriages is 
also dramatic, when it comes to 
upbringing of children. 
"JUST OVER A QUARTER OF 

YOUNGEST CHILDREN OF 
INTERMARRIED COUPLES 

BEING BROUGHT 
UPAS JEWS" 

While 94.2 per cent of the 
youngest children living in a 
household with two Jewish parents 
are identified by their parents as 
Jews, "just over a quarter" of the 
youngest children of intermarried 

. couples are "being brought up as . 
Jews." 

About half have no religious 
affiliation, and the rest are being 
(Cont. on page 3. See "Report on 
intermarriage".) 

Matzahs lie scattered in the road after a 
Palestinian suicide bomber blew himself up, 
close to Tel Aviv's old central bus station, 
April 17, 2006. At least nine people were 
killed and dozens wounded. Credit: Brian 
HendierlJTA 

At least nine killed in Israel 
as suicide bomber strikes 

Tel Aviv 
By DAN BARON 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - At the height of the 
Passover season, and with a new Knesset about 
to be sworn in, it should have been a bright and 
promising day for Israel. But a Palestinian sui
cide bomber ripped apart the holiday spirit, a 
reminder that Israel's recently elected govern
ment faces major challenges ahead. 

At least nine people were killed in Monday's 
attack at a falafel stand near Tel Aviv's old cen
tral bus station; doZ'er1s""fuore were- wounded. 
Witnesses said a young man set off explosives in -
his bag after he was stopped by a security guard, 
who was on alert after previous bombings at the 
site. 

"I know the owners ofthe place, so I ran to see 
what had happened," Avi Zecharia said. "There 
were bodies everywhere. It was horrible." 
Islamic Jihad claimed responsibility for the 
attack. There was a rival claim from the AI-Aksa 
Brigade, the terrorist wing of Palestinian 
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas' Fatah 
movement. Abbas issued a condemnation, but 
Hamas, which now runs' the Palestinian 
Authority, called the bombing an act of "self
defense." 

It was the first major Palestinian attack in 
Israel since Hamas assumed power in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip last month. Other attacks 
have been thwarted by Israeli security services. 
Israeli officials have threatened to target Hamas' 
leadership in retaliation for a resurgence of ter
rorism, but Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, who is 
still steering his centrist Kadima Party through 
coalition talks, took a cautious tack. 

"We will hold consultations and decide on 
how ~nd when to respond," he told his parlia
mentary faction. "We will know how to respond 
in the way and manner required, and we will 
continue to act with all means at our disposal to 
thwart" further attacks. 

Within two hours of the bombing, Israel's 120 
new lawmakers convened in the Knesset for a 
somber swearing-in ceremony. "We find our
selves faced with decisions that will be among 
the most important in the State of Israel's histo
ry," President Moshe Katsav told lawmakers. 

He was referring to Olmert's plan to follow up 
on last year's Gaza Strip withdrawal by evacuat
ing West Bank settlements and setting Israel's 
border unilaterally. Olmert has called his "con
vergence plan" a stopgap measure in the absence 
of a Palestinian peace partner. 
(Cont. on page 23. See "Tel Aviv bombing".) 
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