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Community'news 

ChabadLubavitch set to begin work on new South End 'centre 
Building to be located on former railway line on Centennial Street 

By BERNIE BELLAN 
Winnipeg's Chabad Lubavitch community is 

about to embark on the most ambitious project in 
its 30-year history in this city: The building ofa 
brand new Lubavitch south center. 

To be situated on a former rail line just west of 
Centennial Street, the proposed center is intend
ed to serve Winnipeg's south end Jewish popula
tion in the same way that the existing centre on 
Templeton Avenue has served the north end 
Jewish population for years. 

According to a press release issued by 
Lubavitch, the organization had first developed 
an interest in acquiring a suitable tract of land 
upon which to build a new centre over five years 
ago: "Chabad spent over three years looking for 
the right place for its centre. Finally, in March of 
2004, a suitable location was found at 1845 
Mathers Avenue. Formerly the site of the CN rail 
line, it was purchased contingent on zoning 

Presents the First Annual 

approval. The deal was 
finalized in the fall of 
2005." 

Rabbi Yacov 
Simmonds, who serves 

Sol and florence Kanee Distinguished Lecture 

The Jews of Arab Lands 
Sir ~~rtin Gilbert, internationally acclaimed author 

Sunday, April 30, 2006 - 8:00 pm 
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, 561 Wellington Crescent 

The Jews of Arab Lands is a look at the fascinating history of 
Jewish communities in Arab countries from Biblical times to the 
present, and the dynamic roles they played in the development 
of those societies until expelled. It is a gripping story that tells of 
the patterns of Jewish dispersion, and of flourishing and creative 
Jewish communities greatly contributing to the development of 
their countries but faced with the continual threat of persecution, 
discrimination, and violence. 

Sir Martin Gilbert is Winston Churchill's official biographer, 
and one of Britain's leading historians. His book Holocaust: 
a History of the Jews of Europe during the Second World~r 
is a classic on the subject. He is the author of over 72 books. 
He is an Honorary Fellow of Merton College, Oxford, and a 
Distinguished Fellow of Hillsdale (ollege, Michigan. 
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Above and below: Architect's plans for South End Chabad Lubavitch 
Centre. 

as spokesman for 
. Lubavitch for the pro~ 
ject, recently met with 
this writer, to describe 
wha~ Luvavitch hopes 
to achieve by building 
the centre, and how it 
plans to go about 
doing that. 

Because' the pro
posed centre is to be 
built on a relatively 
nanow strip Of land, 
of necessity it will 

_ end up being a nar
row, but long facility. 

To be built in phas~ 
es, eventually the new 
centre will occupy 
two-thirds of the 
block between 
Mathers Avenue and 
Grant Boulevard. In • addition to the actual 
building, the centre 
will have a parking lot 
for up to 60 cars, and 
a play field further 
north of the parking 
lot. 

Access to the centre 
by car will only be 
available from 
Mathers Avenue; 
however, it will also 
be possible to walk or 
cycle to the centre 
directly from Grant. 

The first phase of 
the centre to be built 
will include an audi
torium and that will 
initially accommodate 
adult classes, youth 
programs and a day
care area. Later phas
es will see construc
tion of a synagogue, 
social hall, library, 
lounge, classrooms, 
kosher kitchen facili-

ties, facilities to accommodate the new 
Winnipeg yeshiva program, along with the park-
ing lot andplay area. -

One of the goals that Lubavitch hopes to 
achieve through the construction of the centre, 
according to Rabbi Simmonds, is to have rab
binical students live in Winnipeg full-time. 

For the past nine years, Lubavitc<h has run a 
successful program wherein visiting rabbinical 
students have lived here during the summer, and 
spent time studying with Winnipeggers; in addi
tion to participating in many other outreach pro
grams run by Lubavitch. 

With the construction of its new - centre, 
Lubavitch will be hoping to emulate the success 
of other Lubavitch centressitlltated in. various 
North American cities. In those centres students 
combine theIr studies with' programs aimed at 
spreading Jewish learning and living to the pop
ulation as a whole. 

Rabbi Simmonds explained that Lubavitch 
doesn't have a membership of Lubavitch mem
bers per se. Through their many well-known pro
grams that reach directly into the Jewish com
munity at large, however, Rabbi Simmonds esti
mated that Lubavitch in Winnipeg comes into 
contact with between 4-5,000 Jews annually. 

Further, even though Lubavitch holds High 
Holyday services each year at the north end cen
tre, it does not sell memberships for those ser
vices. Instead, by reaching out to all members of 
the community, through such programs as the 
shofar factory, matzo bakery, and Sukka-mobile, 
Lubavitch has striven to come into contact with 
as many Jews as possible, whether those Jews 
were orthodox to begin with or totally ineligious 
for the most part. 

Total cost for the new Lubavtich centre is in 
the $3 million area. In order to achieve its 
fundraising goal, Lubavitch is about to embark 
on a fundraising program to raise the first mil
lion dollars necessary to complete the first phase 
of its construction program. 

If all goes well, according to Rabbi Simmonds, 
Lubavitch hopes to begin actual construction of 
the first phase of its project before the end of the 
fall. 

As part of its fundraising drive, Lubavitch will 
be holding a dinner next month at the Hotel Fort 
Garry. 
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Community news 
Report on 

intermarriage 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

brOught up "within 
other religions." 

More than a third of 
Jewish children under 
15, living in couple 
families, live in house
holds with "intennar
ried anangements." 
The percentage of 
"common law" rela
tionships among inter
married households is 
"markedly higher" 
(22.2 per cent) than 
among households 
where both spouses are 
Jewish (2.6 per cent). 

Jewish affiliation 
across the country is 

-

:1 Table 10 
Individuals Living in Intermarried Households 

- ., .. ,. " ..... ',,:'- • .L-. . .. '. by Age Breakdowns 
(Row %) 

Total Both Spouses Jewish 
Age Cohort 

# # % 

0-14 2,210 1,430 64.7 

15-24 1,250 965 77.2 

25-44 2,295 1,530 66.7 

45-64 3,160 2,485 78.6 

65+ 1,845 1,675 90.8 
, 

Total Individuals Living in Couple Households 10,760 8,085 75.1 

0-4 535 345 64.5 

Intermarried 

# % 

780 35.3 

285 22.8 

765 33.3 

675 21.4 

170 9.2 

2,675 24.9 

190 35.5 

"clearly re~ated to age," Percentage of children being raised Jewishlv 
Shahar wntes. "In fact, • 

in Winnipeg Jewish and intermarried households. 

94.2 per cent of seniors" identify highly with r-----------------------------------~ 

~udaism. Children 14 and under, in contrast, Table 8 
have the lowest rate of high identification - only 
23.3 per cent. 

Shahar's report also shows that intermarried 
Jews tend to live outside Winnipeg's traditional 
Jewish neighborhoods. 

In South River -Heights, for example, an area 
with a high concentration of Jews, the percent
age of intermarried Jews is only 11.2 per cent. 

But in Charleswood/St. James/Assiniboia, that 
rises to 74.3 per cent. 

As for the number of Jewish children receiving 
Jewish educations here, the report notes that 34.9 
per cent are "registered in Jewish day schools" 
including Hebrew bilingual programs in two 
public schools. "The figures are 47.3 per cent for 
elementary schools, and 20.7 per cent for high 
schools." 

Asked what implications Shahar's report have 
for Winnipeg's Jewish community, Rosenberg
Cohen said: "Clearly, it's something we have to 
talk about." 

Note to readers 
When pictures with photo captions, stories and 

other announcements appear in boxes, that indicates 
the material inside the box is paid for. Stories with 
headlines in a typestyle other than the one used for 
standard news stories (samples of standard news 
headlines appear with all stories on page 1) are also 
partly or fully paid for. 

Notice to organizations, publicists 
The Jewish Post & News now is charging for pub

licity about upcoming events running in this newspa
per. 

o Anyone running a display ad at least "business 
card size" (2 columns wide by 2 inches deep) publi
cizing a Jewish organizational upcoming event will 
be entitled to up to the equivalent amount of editor
ial space free every time the ad runs. 

o Announcements of synagogue service times run 
for free, but are subject to editing for length. 

o All publicity about upcoming events submitted 
for publication must include the names and address· 
es of the individuals authorizing publication, for 
billing purposes. 

o All news releases and announcements published_ 
in The Jewish Post & News are subject to editing, 
and all references to ticket prices, admission charges 
and phone numbers will be deleted, unless the items 
are authorized to run at the full display advertising 
rate. 

o All news and advertising should be in our office 
by noon, Friday, for the following week's paper. 

o We can't be responsible for the delivery time of 
the paper. You may wish to run your publicity or ad 
at least two weeks in advance of the event. 

." 
Individuals Living in Intermarried Households 

by Geographic Areas 
(Row %) 

. 
Total Both Spouses Jewish Intermarried . District 

# # % # % 

Maples 435 330 75.9 105 24.1 

Garden City 1,800 1,630 90.6 170 9.4 

Old North End 390 225 _ 57.7 165 42.3 

Crescentwood / Ft. Rouge 920 670 72.8 250 27.2 

North River Heights 420 300 71.4 120 28.6 

South River Heights 2,240 1,990 88.8 250 . 11.2 

Tuxedo 2,165 1,915 88.5 250 11.5 

Downtown / Wolseley 250 140 56.0 110 44.0 

Lindenwoods / Whyte Ridge 200 155 77.5 45 22.5 
,-

East St. Paul / Riverhend / Amber Trails 505 400 79.2 105 20.8 

Charleswood / St. James / Assiniboia 370 95 25.7 275 74.3 

. Other NE, South, East' 660 110 16.7 550 83.3 

Other South Central 275 85 30.9 190 69.1 

Rest of Winnipeg CMA 130 45 34.6 85 65.4 

Total Winnipeg CMA 10,760 8,090 75.2 2,670 24.8 

Individuals living in Winnipeg Jewish and intermarried households by geographic area. 

Federation hopes to do so, "starting in June", 
addressing the "future of the community and 
where we're going." 

"You could see generations of children missing 
from the school system," Rosenberg-Cohen 
warned. "What we have to do as a community 
isn't Uust) a planning effort. It 's "let's set our 
priorities, and reach out to everyone. '" 

Winnipeg synagogues also face "a crisis - hav
ing a critical mass for shule membership." 

The report also notes that Jewish immigrant 
couples here from the fonner Soviet Union had a 
higher intennarriage rate - 33.3 per cent - than 
the community as a whole (23.3 per cent). 

Of Jewish immigrant couples here from South 
America, in contrast, none were intennarried at 
the time of the study. 

Rabbi Henry Balser, spiritual leader of 

Congregation Etz Chayim, commented on 
Shahar's findings on intermarriage here in an 
essay in the March 29 Jewish Post & News. 

He argued that "it is eminently clear" that sec
ular or cultural identity", as opposed to religious 
affiliation, is a "dead end" for the Jewish people. 

. "Only a religious Judaism gives a reason for 
Jewish continuity." 

Abraham J. Arnold, a longtime leader here of 
the secular humanistic movement Judaism 
movement, which focuses on passing on Jewish 
traditions culturally, last week said Balser's 
argument "isn't necessarily" the case. 

"The secular humanistic movement is a grow
ing movement..., " Arnold said. On the other 
hand, Jews can remain "nominally religious" 
and just be "minimally involved" in Jewish life . 


