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Olmert divvies up ministries as coalition talk$ wind dow!' . 
By DAN BARON 
. JERUSALEM 
(JTA) - Ehud Olmert 
has big plans for Israel. 
And he is about to form 
a big government The 
prime minister entered 
what appeared to be a 
final week of coalition 
talks Sunday,' with a 
deal all but clinched 
between his Kadima 
Party and Labor. With 
at least three other fac
tions also set to come 
aboard, Olmert is look
ing at a mammoth 
Cabinet of 27 ministers. 

Such a top-heavy 
government is a price 
he believes he has to 

, pay if he wants to push 

• 

the Defense Ministry. Having been 
denied the' Treasury Ministry, which 
Olmert intends for Kadima to hold, the 
former union chairman appears likely to 
be the successor to Shaul Mofaz and 
lead Israel's security apparatus through 
a stormy period despite having no mili
tary pedigree. "From his first day on the 
job, Amir Peretz will have to prove the 
legitimacy of him being there. Everyone 
will be scoring his performance and 
seizing on his mistakes, all the time," 
wrote Alex Fishman, defense reporter 
for Yediot Achronot. 

Aware of unease in Israel over how he 
will handle the Hamas-led Palestinian 

: through further.· Israeli 
" withdrawals<ftom . the 
West Bank: Kadima. 
won last.month's elec
tions by a slim margin 

Israeli interim Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, left, 
shakes hapcJs,~with bihor 'Party leader Amir Peretz 
during a joint news conference in Jerusalem, April 4, 
2006. Credit: Brioll HelldierIJTA ' 

,Authority, Peretz made it known that he 
would choose a deputy defense minister 
with top-brass experience. The leading 
candidate is Labor's Ephraim Sneh, a 
retii'ed brigadier general in the Israeli 
military and veteran member of the 
Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense 
Committee. "The Israeli people can 
sleep well at night," Sneh told Israel 

. Radio. "We need a defense minister 
with the proper combination of bold
(Cont. on page 29. See "Olmert 
divvies up cabinet posts".) 

and by itself commands nowhere near a 
parliamentary majority. 

For Labor leader Amir Peretz, the 
coalition talks scored a personal coup: 

University of Manit()ba AsperCe~tr'e's Rob 
b:.~"?"'" ....,.'-.. ,~ 

Warren"brin'gs·good·"'nl~WS.,about Israel to annual 
CFHU Passover Luncheon 

By MYRON LOVE 
, It is in the nature of 
news reporting to high
light the negative -
connict, murder, acci
dents with loss of life 
and natural disasters. 
Reading news from 

,Israel could leave the 
impression of a society 
under siege (think 
Sarajevo in Bosnia in, . 
the early 1990s). 

The other aspect of, 
Israeli society that has 
been receiving more 
coverage of late is the 
growing number of 
people living in pover
ty - an issue highlight
ed by opposition politi
cians and social 
activists, 
, While rising poverty 
in Israel is unfortunate

Economy worth $100 billion U.S. 
Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem at the 
,organization's 
eighth annual 
Passover Luncheon 
at the Hotel Fort 
Garry Tuesday, 
April 18 .. 

Warren . is the 
innovative and per
sonable . director of 
the University of 
Manitoba's Asper 
Centre for 
En trepreneursh i p. 
He noted at the lun
cheon that he was in 
Israel for the first 
time last summer, 
and will be return
i~1g in May. 

ly a fact of life, what is 
usually missing in 
media, coverage is the 
good news - the posi

ROB WARREN, director, U of M Asper 
Centre for Entrepreneurship: "Today it is 
technology that is driving Israei's econo-

"Israel used to be 
known economical
ly mainly for its 
oranges and shirts," 
he said. "But today 
it is technology that 
is driving Israel's 
economy." my." PhOTo by Myron Love. ' tive things that are hap

pening. How J1lany 
readers are aware that Israel 
is second to none in technol
ogy research and transfer? 
Or that Israeli researchers 
publish more scientific 
papers per capita than any 
other country in the world? 
Or that Israel has more high 

tech companies than any
where else in the world out~ 
side of Silicon Valley in 
California? 

Those were the kinds of 
items that Rob Warren 
shared with supporters of the 
Winnipeg Chapter of the 
Canadian Friends of the 

That ,economy, he 
noted, is worth $ I 00 billion 
U.S., more than all of 
Israel 'simmediate Arab 
neighbors put together. 
Yearly exports, he reported, 
are about $6.5 billion - with 
most exports technological 
products. It was Israelis, 
Warren pointed out, who 

invented the cell phone and 
,the first ingestible video 
camera for doctors looking 
into patients' gastroentero~ 
logical tract. 

"Most .Windows systems 
have been developed in 
Israeli plants," he said. "The 
Pentium chip came from 
Israel, as. did the first PC 
anti-virus software." 

The change in Israel's eco
nomic focus goes back to the 
early 1990s, Warren noted, 
He reported that in 1990, 
agriculture and software 
each accounted for about 
$190 million U.S. in Israeli 
exports. Today, agriculture 
makes up just three per cent 
of exports while software 
exports are in range of $4 
billion U.S, a.year. Exports 
have grown by $500 million 
U.S. a year over the past 
seven years. 

The change in focus has 
been brought about by an 
explosive growth of venture 
capital firms. In 1990, Israel 
had one venture capital finn.' 
Today, 'there are 80. 
Investment in technology 
today is 10 times what it was 
10 years' ago, he said. 

He noted that there are cur
rently over 150 Israeli com
(Cont. on page 2. See 
"Good news about Israel".) 
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