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CommulJi~y news 
Good ne:ws about Israel 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

panies trading on the NASDAQ - a figure 
exceeded only by the United .states and Canada' 
-:' 38 Israeli companies listed on the European 
exchange. , 

The Israel Defence Forces, he noted, are the 
driving force behind most new technological 
breakthroughs. He also noted that major interna
tional high tech companies -. such as Motorola, 
Samsung, Sony, IBM, Sysco, Hewlett Packard, 
GE" British Telecom and Siemens - are either 
opening plants In Israel or increasing buying up 
Israeli start up companies. 

Israel's high tech industry has benefited 
tremendously from the largescale immigration 
from the former Soviet Union in the 1990s, he 
pointed out. Israel has one of the best educated 
work forces in the world thanks in part to that 
immigration. Warren noted that 140 of every 
10,000 Israelis is either a scientist or engineer -
a figure three times that of Canada and twice that 
of the United States. 

"Twenty-five per cent of Israel's population 
has a unhrersity degree and 12 per cent have 
advanced degrees," he said. "Only the United 
States andHo~land have higher percentages." 

And only the, United States and Hong Kong 
have more entrepreneurial start-ups, he added. 
"Israel leads the world in new businesses started 
by people over 55 and by women," he said. 

Further supporting Israel's high tech growth 
are 19 industrial incubators. The focus today is 
more and more on biotechnology, he said. 

Israel's government encourages new business 

, start-ups through measures such as a lO-year tax 
hqlidayfor new companies and government-sup
pdrted training programs for skilled labor. 

the lunch, he noted, are going toward moderniz
ing the Hebrew University's libraries by making 
them more electronic and interactive. He also . 
reported that the Winnipeg Chapter is hosting a 
two-day' event next September which will fea
ture a number of Hebrew University professors 
speaki'ng on a wide range of subjects. 

Warren also spoke ofIsrael's free trade agree,
ments with the United States, Canada and the 
European Union. He cautioned that one risk fac
ing Israel ',s high tech industry is too much, of a 

,reliance on the United States for its exports. The writer is a Jewish Winnipeg freelancel: 
He also spoke of a ---,---------------;-...,-----------

shortage of experience 
management. 

The lessons that 
Manitoba can learn 
from Israel's success is 
the need for developing 
home grown venture 
capital - which is in 
short supply here, the 
need for more govern
ment support and the, 
need for closer ties 
between the universi
ties and industry. 

Dr. Brent Schacter, 
president of the local 
Hebrew University 
chapter, spoke of the 
role Israel's first uni
versity has played in 

, fostering the growth of 
the country's high tech 
boom. He also spoke of 
the university's role in 
serving the Jewish, 
People worldwide. 
. The' proceeds, from 

, . 
Second Anakhllu seder 

Some members of the organizing com
mittee for Anakhnu1s Saturday night, 
April 15 Passover seder at Te~ple 
Shalom. Second row, from left, Sara 
Raymond, ,Neire Mercer, Bradley J. 
Curran and Raven Wilder. Front row, 
from left, Tamar Barr, Rady Jewish 
Community Centre program director, 
Josh Malam and Paula Parks. 

The two-and-a-half hour seder, the sec
ond Anakhnu has put on, drew several 
dozen guests, including Winnipeg Jewish 
gays, lesbians, bisexuals and transgen
dered (GLBT), some of their relatives and 
friends. 

One of many oranges, 
which have come to sym
bolize lesbian seders, sits 
in a bowl on the four~ 
sided seder table. 

And we will send you: 
The program 

included participants 
reading a haggadah 
by Rabbi Nathan 
GOldberg, a buffet 
meal, and singing led 
by Temple Shalom 
Cantor Len Udow. 

A pajr of tickets to 
Chai's 

Annual Concert 
'Wednesday, May 24 

The seder' table 
again included ' 
oranges. A lesbian 
activist was said to 
'have asked about the 
place of lesbians 
within Judaism, and 
was met with the 
response that being a 
lesbian was a minor 
sin, like eating bread 
on Passover. At 

CANTOR LEN UDOW of Temple Shalom 
leads everyone in singing "Strangest Dream", 
and plays his guitar, as Raven Wilder, who 
helped him lead the seder, sings beside him at 
right. 

seders later led by lesbians, a piece of bread was included on the seder' 
plate to symbolize the presence of lesbians in Jewish tradition. Susanah 
Hesch~l, ~ Jewish ~eminist scholar, suggested substitution of an orange. 
She saId It symbohzed,difference, not "transgression", for anyone who 
has ever felt. unwelcome because of another's prejudice. 

Anakhnu IS a program of the Rady Jewish Community Centre sup
ported by the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. 
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Community/national news 
.-

League for Human Rights of B'nai Brith Canada reports second-highest number of incidents 
Manitoba records 50.9 per cent drop 

On March 22, 2006 the League for Human 
Rights of B 'nai Brith Canada released its 2005 
Audit of Antisemiti~ Incidents, an annual study 
on antisemitism in this country. The audit dis
cusses the data in-depth, offering additional dis
cussion by five leading experts. 

Province! 
Region 

Number of 
incidents 

% of 2005 
total incidents 

% increase 
2004-5 

sent to a prominent 
journalist. 

o In total, 829 incidents were reported nation
ally, the second-highest number in the 23-year 
history of the audit, an executive summary of the 
audit reported. This represented a marginal 
decrease of 3.3% country-wide 'in 2005 com
pared to 2004, showing little tangible change 
from the high level of incidents reported in the 
last audit. This small decrease does not reverse 
the upward trend documented over the last five 
years. Since 2001, the number of reported inci
dents in Canada has increased almost three-fold. 

Ontario 

Quebec 

Manitoba 

Alberta 

Saskatchewan 

British Columbia 

Maritimes 

Northern Region 

Total 

544 

133 

27 

57 

7 

42 

18 

I 

829 

65.6 

16.0 

3.3 

6.9 

0.8 

5.1 

2.2 

0.1 

100.0 

• The most significant numbers were once 
again collected in Ontario and Quebec, where 0 Attention focused on Winnipeg in the 2004 
most Canadian Jews live. In Ontario, there were audit since Manitoba had experienced a three-
544 incidents, 418 of which took place in the 'fold increase in reported incidents in just one 
Greater Toronto Area (GTA). In' Quebec there ' year,with 55 cases in 2004 compared with 18 in 

2003.,. ' 
were 133 incidents, of which 127 took place in '. ;" t ", ," " .. 
Greater Montreal. ' ',' Inl.2,005, th~~e was a slgmficant decrease of 

o While the overall figures for 2005 showed a ,50:~%.':~?~.J.t9m 5? to 27 cases in Manitoba. 
small decrease, there were actually regional:~,:~~.e :~r}l~~~ease I~ welcome, the 2005 t~~al 
increases in British ',' Columbia, Alberta, <:syl1.:r~p.p~,~ents a 50% lI1crease o~er the 2?03 ft~
Saskatchewan ana: the Maritime:S~ as if~ll as :';,:~S~:QP~.~}lses, and an alm~st fIVe-fold 1I1.crease 
smaller increases iIi Ontario. ' ':,,:~~: ,;'over;th~.:,n,x cases reported fl~e years prevIOusly. 

o I 2005 th ' , f th' .'.' . ':,;~ t • While there was a drop m both the harass-
n ere were none 0 ,.e major 1I1 er- t d ' dr' W" f ')00 

national trigger poihts that have prompted spikes "menan van a Ism cas~s m ullilpeg or - 5, 
. . . , "", ," A' there, was one case of VIOlence where none was 
m antIsemItIc actiVIty seen m past years. ntI- ' "d'" d"'· 20' 04 T' h' hr f d I' . . .. ,. d " . hr : h ,recor e ,m '. e t ee cases 0 van a Ism 
semttIc act1v~tyremame, a constant t oug out ., I d d ,tt k 'Th 23 

: the year, with few monthly variations. The small ,Jnc,u, e " onea ac. on a synagogu~. e 
, decrease n'oted in Canada was much lower than cases of h~assment mclu.ded threatenmg letters 
the drop noted in France (50%) and the UK to a syn~g.ogue, commumty leader and govern-
(14.5%). ment offICIals. 

o According to the 2001 Census, 13,035 Jews 0 Even as ?ecr~ases are ??ted for 2005,. the 
r~side in Manitoba representing 3.74% of overall t~end IS stIll one of nsmg numbers. ~Ive-
C d· J d 1 1 nt f M 't b' ttl year, eIght-year and lO-year compansons ana Ian ews an . -/0 0 am 0 a s 0 a . . o ulation (1,151300). Most Jews in the reglOnall~ and from coast to c~ast Illustrate how 
p p . . d . W· . the baselme appears to have shIfted permanently 
provmce resl e III mmpeg. from the numbers we were seeing since the 

Note to readers 
When pictures with photo captions, stories and 

other announcements appear in boxes, that indicates 
the material inside the box is paid for. Stories with 
headlines in a typestyle other than the one used for 
standard news, stories (samples of standard news 
headlines appear with all stories on page 1) are also 
partly or fully paid for. , 

Notice to organizations, publicists 
The Jewish 'Post & News now is charging for pub

licity about upcoming events running in this newspa
per. 

o Anyone running a display ad at least "business 
card size" (2 colunms wide by 2 inches deep) publi
cizing a Jewish organizational upcoming event will 
be entitled to up to the equivalent amount of editor
ial space free every time the ad runs. 

o Announcements of synagogue service times run 
for free, but are subject td editing for length. ' 

o All publicity about upcoming events submitted 
for publication must include the names and address
es of the individuals authorizing publication, for 
billing purposes. , 

o All news releases and announcements published 
in Tbe Jewish Post & News are subject to editing, 
and all references to ticket prices, admission charges 
and phone numbers will be deleted, unless the items 
are authorized to run at the full display advertising 
rate. 

o All news and advertising should be in our office 
by noon, Friday, for the following week's paper. 

o We can't be responsible for the delivery time of 
the paper. You may wish to run your publicity or ad 
at least two weeks in advance of the event. 

1990's. 
o Out of the total 27 incidents, two occurred at 

synagogues and four at Jewish communal build
ings, three targeted homes - one of which was 
not Jewish, nine' transpired in the workplace, five 
related to Internet hate - including three cases of 
targeted hate bye-mail, two involved school set
tings and another two concerned remarks that 
were allowed to be broadcast in the media. 

• Sociologists and police experts agree that 
only an estimated 10% of hate-motivated inci
dents are ever reported. The league's figures 
therefore represent the tip of the iceberg in terms 
of hate-related activity against Canadian Jews. 

EXAMPLES OF INCIDENTS IN MANITOBA 
• A swastika and anti-Semitic graffiti were 

drawn on a home in S1. Boniface. 
o An interviewee on a local radio station was 

permitted to engage in Holocaust denial and con
spiracy theory at the invitation of the host in a 
program described as alternative radio. ' 

• A workplace was poisoned by anti-Semitic 
harassment directed at an employee. 

• A synagogue was defaced., 
.' Students at a secondary school placed a 

swastika on a classroom door just before a 
Jewish teacher arrived. 

o A visibly Jewish individual was attacked in 
front of a synagogue by a group of youths. ' 

• A threatening letter was received at a rabbi's 
home. 

o A letter full of anti-Semitic propaganda was 
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-34.S 

-50.9 

72.7 

133.3 

147.1 

28.6 

o 
-3.3 

• An individual was 
harassed by a group of 
neo-Nazi skinheads 
who had moved into 
his neighborhood. 
MAIN CAUSES FOR 

CONCERN 
The huge explosion 

of hatc on thc Internet 
influenced the nature 
of many of the inci
dents for 2005, with 
both the far right and 
the far left borrowing 
from each other's 
images and rhetoric, 

the executive summary said. This propaganda is 
int1uencing how Jews are viewed in society, as 
seen in incidents in every sector of Canadian life. 
The criminal justice system appears to have 
abdicated responsibility for Internet hate to the 
human rights sector. It has also shown a more 

, inconsistent and leilient responseJo~1ate activity, 
giving the impression that anti-JeWish messag
ing will be tolerated: ,There has been a resur
gence of neo-Nazi' groups operating openly in 
Canada, 'in contravention of mir intemational 
obligations,with a parallel increase in Holocaust 
denial, not just on hate sites but through psuedo
academic debate on campus. Efforts continue to 
recruit youngsters to ideologies of hate. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. Clear guidelines need to be established in 

terms of laying bate crime charges, setting bail 
conditions and decisions on sentencing, to 
ensure consistency across Canada. , , 

2. Dedicated hate crime units should be estab
lished in all jurisdictions, supported by sufficient 
personnel and resources. 

3. Membership in racist groups and display of 
racist symbols should be criminalized, in accor
dance with Canada's intemational obligations. 

4. The Criminal Code should be amended to 
include Holocaust denial as a hate crime. 

5. Canadian legislation should be strengthened 
to increase effectiveness in countering internet 
hate and to close potential loopholes that could 
jeopardize prosecution. 

6. Funding should be directed to tracking 
Internet hate and developing blocking software. 

7. Dialogue between law enforcement offi
cials, the govemment, NGOS, educators and 
ISPs should be encouraged to ensure a coordi
nated approach to fighting internet hate. 

8. The link between hate and terrorism, identi
fied in the Zundel case, should be recognized 
through new legislation criminalizing the glorifi
cation of terrorism. 

9. Funding should be directed to initiatives 
designed to fight hatred and promote Canadian 
values of tolerance and respect throughout the 
educational system. 

10. The working definition of anti-Semitism 
adopted by the European Monitoring Centre on 
Racism and Xenophobia - which recognizes, 
both traditional and modern day manifestations 
of anti-Jewish activity - should be used as a uni
versal frame of reference for evaluating antise-
mitic incidents. -

The full text of the audit can be accessed at: 
http:!bnaibiith.ca/pdf/audit 2005.pdf ' 
http:/bnaibrith.ca/audit 2005.html 


