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Torah comment 

This week - a double parsha: 'Tazria' and 'Metzora' 
:de~tails rules for new mother's ritual purity 
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ensure that the victim had indeed. contracted tzo
ra'as, he/she was sent to live outside the camp. 
Not only did this affliction affect a person's skin, 
but it also affected their house and clothes as 
well'. Evil speech and slander is unfortunately a 
common ailment among so many. 

T he first reading, "Tazria:', opens with a 
number of laws and procedures concern
ing a woman who has given birth, and 

more specifically, the method of her attaining rit
ual purity. A woman becomes pure seven days' 
following the birth of a boy, and 14 days after the 
birth of a girl. Although most of these laws have ·tr~r-:---"'---,:=~---'--r--v--:-~ The story is told of Rabbi Yannai, who once 

observed a peddler sitting in the town square and 
proclaiming: "Who wants to buy the potion of 
life?" Rabbi Yannai approached the peddler and 
asked him to reveal his secret potion for a long 
life. The peddler, however, refused, but Rabbi 
Yannai continued to pressure him. Finally, the 
peddler responded, "You do not need any special 
potions. The key to a long, happy life is, con
tained in your holy books, which state, 'Who is 
the man who desires long life? Guard your 
tongue from evil. '" Nothing good can ever come 
out of evil, hurtful speech. 

fallen into disuse due to the lack of a functioning 
Temple (you guessed it - sacrifices), there are ; 
some parallels to our lives. In our day and age, I 

the procedure is simply that a woman immerses 
in a mikvah after childbirth at her earliest oppor
tunity, and is then ritually pure. No animal sacri
fices are needed. . ' 
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Amongst all the talk concerning ritual purity 
and impurity in this week's parsha, the Torah 
manages to interject a seemingly out-of-place 
"reminder" that all males must be circumcised 
after eight days. The Sfomo Commentary sug
gests that the requirement to circumcise males 
on the eighth day actually corresponds· to the 
mother's status as well, in that her state of impu-

A mikveh near the site of Jerusalem's Second 
Temple: For new mothers, immersion in' 
mikveh has replaced sacrifices. 

Dvar Torah 
"And the Priest shall see him on the seventh 

day." The Torah requires a priest to be the one to 
make the decision about whether a person is 
afflicted with tzora'as. This is because the priest 
was able to advise those afflicted to check their 
behavior and correct their faults. They would 
also teach'the person how to pray to Hashem for 
help. Moreover, the priests themselves would 
pray for the person's welfare. This is a lesson for 
someone who finds the Almighty has sent him 
affliction. Find a spiritual guide who will be able 
to point out ways in which you can improve 
yourself, give you advice on what to pray for, 
and pray for you. By doing so, you will gain 
much from your suffering. (Based on the works 
of Rabbi Zelig Pliskin) 

rity "coincidentally" ceases on the eighth day 
after birth. The Torah desired that the mother be 
"pure" at the bris ceremony. 

DOLL SHOW 
Huge Doll Show 

Sunday, April 30,10-4. 
Victoria Inn, Winnipeg 

Dolls, Bears, Toys, Supplies, 
Antiques - Collectibles, Modem, 

Miniature Reproduction. 
Special Dionne Quintuplets Display 

Door Prizes. Adm. 2.00-3.00 
Sylvia 482-4932 

. A major narrative in the first parsha which con
tinues right through much of the second is the 
role of "tzora'as", a skin disease mistakenly 
associated with leprosy. Our sages teach us that 
tzora'as was a punishment for sins such as: arro
gance, lashon hara (evil speech, slander, gossip), 
idol worship, immorality, murder, and blasphem
ing G-d, among others. 

Israel 

Tzora'as, being a completely spiritual afflic
tion, had to be diagnosed by a spiritual "doctor" 
- the kohen gado!. After examining the victim's 

skin and following a 
number of confirma
tion procedures to 

The writer, former scholar-in-residence at the 
Rady Jewish Community Centre and Winnipeg 
Hillel/JSA director, is an Orthodox rabbi now 
living in Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel. 

No one belongs here more than you 

An adventure of a lifetime! 
Come and be blessed - experience Israel in 2006 or 2007 

Christians: Do something you've always wanted to do! 
Here is the perfect opportunity for singles, couples and groups 

to visit historic Israel. 
Say yes and come to Israel, experience the Holy Land and 

walk in the footsteps of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Bless Israel Tour 
with Victory Missions 

(Bridges for Peace Study Tour) 
November 16-25, 2006 or 

February 6-15, 2007 

A great value trip @$2,370 
Round trip airfare out of Toronto 

Guided sightseeing tour 
Hotel accommodation 

Breakfast and dinner daily 

Wonderful extension opportunities are also available -
,from one week to three months. 

(Note: Itinerary is subject to change) 

Call Ken at 204-942-5433 
Use your faith and make plans to go. Psalms 37:4 

Hallelujah 

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE 
, Frida~, April 28, Candles: 8:24. Mincha: 8:20. Shacharit: 9:30, Shabbat ends: 9:28. Sunday mom
IIlg ~crvlces: 9:00, Weekday morning services: 8:00, Evening services: 8:30. Rosh Chodesh Iyar 
ApnI28-29, 

The Chavurat T~fila Synagogue ~n the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional 
Orthod~x, services 111 an ~nfo~al se~t1l1g. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying kad
dish to Jom us for our tWice-daily m1l1yanim, 

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM 
Friday, April 28 - morning ~ervice 7: I? a.m., evening service 6:00 p,m., candle lighting 8:24 p.m, 

Rosh Cho~esh. Saturday, Apnl 29 - Tazna-Metzora - morning service, Past Presidents Shabbat 9:00 
a,m.,' evcnlllg se,rvlce, J~iIetta Mandebaum Bat Mitzvah 8: 10 p,m, Shabbat ends 9:28 p,m. Sunday, 
April 3.0 - mor~lIlg servlce.9:00 a:m" evening service 8:30 p,m. Monday. May I-Thursday, May 4 
- mommg service 7:30 a,m., evel1lng service 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 3.- Israel's Independence 
D~ . 

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEOEK 
Ph: (204) 452-3711; Fx: (204) 474-1184; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
FO,r progran~ ,!ndevent infornlation, please check our website or call the Synagogue office, 
Fnday, Apnl 28 (Rosh Hodcsh): M~rning Minyan 7:30 a,m.; Evening Minyan 5:30 p.m,; 

Kabbalal Shabb:lt Service 6:00 p.m, (TOnight Omerl6); Light Shabbat Candles, 8:24 p,m, . 
, Shabbat, April 29 (Rosh Hodesh):. Morning Service 9:00 '1.111. (Richard Raber Bar Mitzvah); 

Light of Shabbat Service 9: 15 a,I1\,; Pre-Junior Congregation 10:30 a,m,; Tarat Chayim Torah Study 
12:30 p,m.; Evenmg MlIIyan 6:00 p.m, (Tonighl Omer 17); Cori Odwak Bill Mitzvah 8:00 p.m,; 
Shabbut ends 9:28 p,m, 

HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
Located at 620 Brock Street 
"Your home for expl,oring and experiencing meaningJul Jewish living" 
For the week of Apnl 28-May 4, 2006 - 30 Nissan to 5 lyar, 5766 
Pars hut Tazria Mctzora 
Candle Lighting: 8:24 p,m. Friday Mincha: 6:45 p.m, 
Shabbat Shacharit: 9:00 a,m, Shabbat Mincha: 8:00 p.m, Shabbat Ends: 9:29 p,m. 
Sunday Shachant: 9:00 a,n1. 
Weekday Mincha: 7:00 p,m, Weekday Shacharit: 7:00 a,m. 
Talmud class every day 50 minutes before Mincha including Shabbat. 

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
,Located at 1525 Main Street. Candle lighting time for Friday, April 28 at 8:24 p.m. 

Mmc:ha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:20 p,m, Saturday morning service 31 9: 15 a,m, Sedra of the week -
Ta~nu/M.etzora. Sha.bbat R?sh Chodesh. Mincha service at 8:25 p.m. Shilbbat ends at 9:28 p.m. 
DUlly Mmeha/Maanv services al 8:35 p.m. Wednesday, May 3 - Yom Ha' Alzmaut. Traditional 
Orthodox servIces are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend, 

TEMPLE SHALOM 
:emple ~halom, Winnipeg's only Refonn Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be holding: on' 

Fnday, Apnl 28 at 8 p,m.,. a spectal alternative Shabbat Service, "Friday Night Live," led by Cantor 
Len Udow and accompallled by Janet Pelletier-Goetze and David Pelletier, featuring new music and 
vocal arrangements. All are welcome! 
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Recent immigrants profile 

Isabel, Isaac Cohen & family living" here and enjoying it 
. Electrical engineer husband and wife both have high tech jobs 

I sabel Bersellones and Isaac Cohen arrived 
here on August 28, 2003,· (coincidentally, 
Julieta's birthday) with their children, 

. Julieta, Sebastian and Jose, then aged 11, 8 and 
6 respectively. The major challenge they faced 
was finding work . , 

It is a Catch-22 situation, as employers 
· are hesitant to hire you without local 
experience, but how else can you get 
some? Of course, you nave to be 
willing to start out at a lower level 
and they were. Isabel and Isaac, 
both electrical engineers, are now 
employed in their fields and feel
ing like tl),ey have "always been. 
here". Isaac is also a project man
ager and, thus far, has been some
what underemployed, but he is not 
complaining. He hhs been working 

Gray Academy. The two older ones had been in 
a Jewish school in Tucuman, 'and when they 
came here, began to pronounce Hebrew with a 
Canadian accent, rather than a Spanish one. 
Julieta, now completing Grade 8, had her bat 

mitzvah at Shaarey Zedek Synagogue this 
past winter, and proudly showed me the 

large photo-collage from it, with hand
written good wishes ,from her friends. 
She still misses her friends and activi
ties in Argentina, .and is looking for
ward to 'this August, when the family 
will be there. Here, she enjoys ice skat
ing, no or . hockey and soccer. Both 
boys were literally thrown into hockey 
when' they arrived, without knowing 
how to skate. Now they both love play
ing hockey for their Fort Garry teams. 
Sebastian, in Grade 6, also cnjoys bas
ketball. Jose, an outgoing upbeat boy 
completing Grade 3, added chuckles at his present job for .Flyer 

Industries for about four months 
and before that, worked as a tech
niCian for MTS for almost two 

during the interview with his jokes. 
He also plays soccer. 

Although they still love Argentina 
and miss their ffiends and family there, the fam
ily is happy here. One thing they find lacking is 
youth groups for children, where they can just 
"hang out" with their peers, rather than engage in 
structured activities. In general, Isaac says, 
"Winnipeggers should be proud of what they 
have here. In this country, you have security, 
safety. And there is justice. If you see a police
man, you know he will help. In Argentina, you 
walk the other way." 

The Cohen family, from left: Isa~c, Jose, Sebastian, Julieta and 
Isabel. 

· years. Isabel has been working in 
the design department of Perimeter Aviation for 
a year and a half and is "very grateful. It is a 
great working environment." She adds; "I feel 
comfortable. I· feel like I've lived here much 
longer" than two and a half years. "We want to 
stop being (treated as) newcomers." . 

Both are extremely well spoken and clear 
about why they came. Isaac states, "In 
Argentina, we didn't have a very good present 
and we weren't sute about our future. In any 
country, you need to have your basic needs filled 
_ security, education, health and retirement. I 
remember not feeling secure, not having health 
coverage and at work, having to solve new prob
lems every day." 

Isabel adds, "For me, in Argentina, we were in 
crisis and everyone was complaining. I had to try 
another way of life or stop complaining. I want
ed to live in another country." To sum it up, they 
came here "for a better future". 

They had first heard about Winnipeg from Jose 
Sturym, who lived in the same city, Tucuman in 
northern Argentina; they then contacted the 
Winnipeg Jewish community by email. They 
liked the fact that Winnipeg was not too large a 
city, similar in size to Tucuman. Isaac came here 
with a sound knowledge of English. Isabel 

attended ESL Classes for several months. 
They were given a host family somewhat later, 

but "even a host family doesn't realize what' y'ou 
don't know," Isabel comments. As examples, she 
names the school supply list they were given at 
the beginn.ing of the year (Duotang? - what's 
that), as well as the six-day school schedule. 
Both took some work to learn. None of the chil
dren knew any English whatsoever when they 
started, at the Gray Academy'· of Jewish 
Education, but all are fluent now. 

When asked about first impressions upon 
arrival, they had only positive things to say. 
They praised Jewish Child and Family Service, 
who took them under their wings and got them 
health coverage the day they arrived. They were 

. to need it the second day, when Julieta had an 
allergic reaction and had to go to Children's 
Hospital. She received excellent care. "We felt, 
this is working for us," Isaac says. "We felt 
somebody is looking after us." 

"People are so friendly, we are still surprised 
by it. Many times you don't expect that," adds 
Isabel. She cites the time they went crosS-COUll
try skiing for the tlrst time, and Jose didn't know 
how to put his skis on. A woman leaving the park 
stopped, unasked, and patiently taught him how 

to do it. 
All three children 

have been happy at 

Although they had a beautiful house with a 
large yard and swimming pool in Tucuman, the 
Cohens had to have bars on the windows and 
could not leave kids' bikes on. the lawn. Also, 
Jose used to be quite ill from the pollution there, 
while he is just fine since coming here. As well, 
poverty was rampant and "in your face" there. 
Sebastian would cry and not enjoy eating out 
because of the many poor children outside the 
restaurant, crying for food. Isabel comments that 
one cannot expect a perfect world anywhere, but 
"we decided to live here and enjoy it", and that 
is what they are doing. 

The writer is a professional personal historian, 
specializing in helping people write their lite sto
ries. If you know o.{.any Jewish immigrants to. 
Winnipeg in the past decade willing to be inter
viewed in this "A New Life" feature, please e
mail Thau at chanathau@shaw.ca EL UNICO DIARIO CANADIENSE 

CON UNA SEC CION 
EN ESPANOL DEDICADA A LA 

COMUNIDAD JUDEA. 

Let US honour and 
respect the victims 

Suscribase por s610 $41.04. 

Entre todos vamos a crecer para ofrecer cada vez 
mas 'noticias y nuevos servicios. 

Suscribase llamando al 694-3332 0 por mail a 
jewishp@mts.net. 

Pue,de pagar con VISA, Mastercard 0 cheque. 
Cuando se comunique no olvide decir que llama 

por la pagina en espanol. 

& survivors on 
Yom Hashoah -

Holocaust Memorial Day 

Judy Wasylyci~-Leis, MP 
Winnipeg North 

Constituency Office: 573 Mountain Avenue at McGregor 
Phone: 984-1767 Fax: 984-1766 

Working with .... wor~ng for our community 


