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Dinner CelebratingCenterinial' of 
·Beth Jacob Synagog~e 

l1e Talmud Torah~Beth Jacob 
Synagogue will be celebrat
ing the 1 OOthanniversary of 

the Beth Jacob Synagogue (Bais 
Yaacov' Shule) which was founded 
in 1906 and located at 49' Schultz 
Street (at Dufferin), at their 5th 
Annual Dinner to be held on 
Sunday, May 28, 2006 at the 
Synagogue at 1525 Main Street at 6 
p.m. 

According to the Beth Jacob 
Synagogue Incorporation papers, 
the following were the first mem
bers of the. shule: Jacob 
Chmelnitsky, Lazarus Berger, 
Samuel Shore, David Israelovitch, 
Peter Asovitch, Max Soronow, 
Louis Clingman Shea KerShner, 
Ben Starikoff and Abraham Berg. 

The last executive of the syna
gogue around 1966 when the land 
was expropriated 'by the City of 
Winnipeg was: ] ack Goodman, 
president; Jacob Telpinsterin, vice
president; Moishe Rubinfeld, 
Treasurer; David Waintman, 
Secretary; and Gershon Grubert, 
immediate past-president 

The building on 49 Schultz Street 
served its members for nearly sixty 
years. 

To preserve the name of the syn
agogue, the Beth Jacob amalgamat
ed with the Talmud Torah to 
become the Talmud Torah-Beth 
Jacob Synagogue. 

On June 4, 1967, a special cere
mony was held at the Matheson 

building . atwhic~ Cantor David 
Silverman, a fOI1Ilet student of the 
Talmud Torah p4'rticipated in the 
program. At th, ceremony the 
Talmud Torah arid the Beth Jacob • ,r. 

Synagogues merged to become the 
Talmud Torah-Beth Jacob 
Synagogue. Duting the festivities a 
plaque was unveiled to honor the 
memory of the past synagogue 
presidents and the late Rabbi Israel 
KahanovitchZ"L who had served 
as Chief Rabbi of Winnipeg and 
spiritual leader of the Beth Jacob 
Synagogue. Torah scrolls and other 
religious articles (kete.r, yad and 
breastplates) from the Beth Jacob 
Synagogue were presented by the 
members of the executi:ve. These 
religious art~cles were accepted on 
behalf of the Talmud Torah by the 
grandchildren of these members 
who were attending the Talmud 
Torah and the Joseph Wolinsky 
Collegiate at that time. Participat
ing in these ceremonies were 
Gershon Grubert and his grandson, 
Nolan Grubert, Jacob Telpinsterin 
and his grandson, Percy Golubchuk 
and Moishe Rubinfeld and his· 
grandson, Gerry Koffman. 

The dinner committee is working 
diligently to make the dinner a 
huge success. Since our seating 
capacity is limited, we will be seIl
ing tickets on a first come basis. 

We hope you will join us in cele
brating this milestone in our histo
ry. 

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB 
SYNAGOGUE DINNER 

Celebrating the 100th 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING 
of the 

BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
(BAls YAACOV SHULE) 

SUNDAY, MAY 28, 2006 
1525 MAIN STREET 

DINNER AT 6:00 P.M. 
'Guest Speaker: Harold Buchwalf;l 

Topic: "The right person, in the right place, 
at the right time •.. How four people 

influenced the birth of the State of Israel" 
• 

Families of former members of 8eth Jacob Synagogue -
49 Schultz St. are invited to help us commemorate. this event. 

IRMA PENN and SID FLACKMAN 
Co-Chairmen 

FOR TICKETS CALL: 489-4704 

Comment 
Ov-ed -

Finding environmentallessol1.s in 
Jewish tradition 'for Earth Day 

By RICHARDH. 
SCHWARTZ· 
NEW YORK (JTA) 

. - This year, Earth Day 
fell on a Saturday, 
April 22, providing a 
perfect opportunity to 
tum the day into an 
"environmental 
Shabbat." 

Shabbat IS a 
reminder 'of creation, RICHARD H. 

so this year's event 
was the 36th anniver
sary of Earth Day. The 
number 36 has special 
significance in 
Judaism, as it repre
sents the number of 
righteous people who 
uphold the world. It 
also represents twice 
chai, the Hebrew 
word for life: 

as the Bible writes SCHWARTZ, presi- Hence, we .related 
Earth Day this year to 
improving two lives, 
that of our endangered . 

. planet and that of 

after six days of cre- dent of the Jewish 
ation: "The heaven Vegetarians of North 
and earth were fin- America: "Our 
ished, and all their planet is arguably 

Judaism. Our planet is • 
arguably threatened as 

hosts. And on the sev- threatened as never 
enth day, God fin- before." 
ished all the work that 
he had done, and on 
the seventh day, God rested." 
(Genesis 2:1-2) When God created 
the world, he was able to say, "It is 
very. good. " (Genesis 1: 31) 
Everything was in harmony as God 
had planned; the waters were clean, 
the air was pure. . 

But what must God think about 
the world today? What must God 
think when the rain he sends to 
nourish our crops is often acid rain 
due to the many chemicals poured 
into the air by our industries? When 
the abundance of species of plants 
and animals that God created are 
becoming extinct in tropical rain 
forests and other threatened habi
tats? When the fertile soil that God 
provided is rapidly being depleted 
and eroded? When the climatic 
conditions that God designed to 
meet our needs are threatened by 
global warming? 

Earth Day also fell almost imme
diately after Passover this year, and 
today's environmental threats can 
be compared to the biblical 10 
plagues, which are considered at . 
the Passover' seder: * When we 
consider the threats to our: land, 
waters, and air, pesticides and other 
chemical pollutants, resource 
scarcities and threats to our cli
mate, we can easily enumerate 10 
modem "plagues."· 

* The Egyptians were subjected 
to one plague at a time, while the 
modem plagues are threatening us 
all at once. 

* The Israelites in Goshen were 
spared most of the biblical plagues, 
while every person on earth is 
imperiled by the modern plagues. 
* Instead of an ancient Pharaoh's 

heart being hardened, our hearts 
today have been hardened by the 
greed, materialism, and waste that 
are at the root of current environ
mental threats. 

* God provided the biblical 
plagues to free the Israelites, while 
today we must apply God's teach
ings in order to save ourselves and 
our precious but imperiled planet. 

The first Earth Day was in 1970, 

never before. . 
Just to take one 

. problem, global warming, we have 
recently experienced record heat .. 
waves, increasing numbers and· 
severity of hurricanes and other 
storms, rapid melting of glaciers and, 
polar ice caps, major floods, and. 
severe droughts. This has all 
occurred due toa 1 degree 
Fahrenheit average increase in 
global temperature. This is 
frightening, since the . 
mental Panel on Climate Change, a· •. 
group composed of the world's lead- ; 
ing climate scientists, has projected 
an average global temperature 
increase of 2.5 to 10.4 degrees 
Fahrenheit by the end of this centu
ry, and that would have catastrophic 
effects in many areas worldwide. 

An ancient rabbinic teaching has 
become all too relevant today: "In . 
the hour when the Holy one, 
blessed be He, created the first per
son, God shQwed him the trees in 
the Garden of Eden, and said to 
him: 'See My works, how fine they 
are; Now all that I have created, I 
created for your benefit. Thirik 
upon this and do not corrupt and 
destroy My world, For if you 
destroy it, there is no one to restore 
it after you. '" (Ecclesiastes Rabbah 
7:28) Environmental problems 
today are due to the fact that the 
ways of the world are completely 
contrary to Jewish· values: * 
Judaism teaches that the earth is 
God's and that we are to be partners 
and co-workers with G.od in pro
tecting the environment. 

By contrast, wastefulriess in the 
United States is so.great that, with 
about 4 per cent of the world's pop
ulation it uses about one-third of 
.the world's resources, and this has 
a major impact on pollution and 
resource scarcities. i 

Richard H. Schwartz is.:a profes
sor emeritus at the College of Staten 
Island and president of the Jewish 
Vegetarians of North America. He is 
the author of /'Judaism and 
Vegetarianism, Judaism and Global 
Survival" and "Mathematics and 
Global Survival." 
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