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Yom Ha'AtzmaLJt greetings 
. from businesses and 
organizations' below 

Happy Yom Ha'Atzmaut to all our 
Jewish Friends & Customers 

Drop in for 
our 

Daily Special 

Pizza • Pasta • 
1761 Main Street 

Steak • Ribs 
339-5522 

Reaching for 
the light 

Wishing all our members and friends 
in the community and in Israel 

a Happy Yom Ha'Atzmaut 

Brent Schacter, M. D. 
President 

Harold Buchwald C.~1., Q.c.. u.n. OIon) 

Honour:lry President and Chairperson of the Advisory Iloard 

Yude Hentcleff Cli, Q,C: , 

ilonourary Chairperson of the New Leadership Division 

Brenda Gurvey 
Director 

Winnipeg Chapter, Canadian Friend~ of the Hebrew University 
880·167 Lombard Ave" Wmnipeg, Man, R3Il WI 

Tel: (20-1) 942·3085 Fax: (20-1) 943·6211 

JEWISH· 
NATIONAL 
FUND 

225-530 Kenaslon Blvd. 
. Winnipeg R3N 1 Z4 

To Our Friends and Supporters 
Happy Yom Ha'Atzmaut 

Dr. SHARON 
MARCOVITZ-HART GRAHAM DIXON 

President JNF 
National President 

JNF CANADA 

SHARON ZALIK 
Winnipeg Office 

Prairie Region 

MARGARET 
AISICOVICH 
Winnipeg Office 

RAMI KLEINMANN 
National Shaliach 

Ph.: 947-0207 Fax: 947-5449 
e-mail: wpg@jnf-canada.org 

website: www.jnf-canada.org 

u.s. Jewish news 
• 

Behind the headlines 

At gathering, y'oung Jews confirm 
findings ·about choice and diversity 
By SUE FISHKOFF 
·LONG BEACH, 
Calif. (JTA) - New 
studies of Gen-Y Jews 
paint a picture of a 
generation that is 
proud to be Jewish, 
avoids denomination
al labels and institu
tional life, is spiritual 
rather than' religious, 
doesn't know much 
about Israel, and is 
fully integrated into 
popular culture and 
the greater American 
society. 

Do young Jews 
themselves think 
that's a fair portrait? 

Film student Sasha Perry, left, and student 
and DJ Eric Rosen attend the 
Jewlicious@TheBeach celebration in Long 
Beach, Calif, in February 2006: Perry said 
she spent "a long time hiding" her 
Jewishness. Credit: David Abitbol. 

her. "You have to 
dress a certain way to 
be in an Orthodox 
shul," she complained. 
"That's what I thought 
for the first year." 

Then she met some 
younger, progressive 
rebbetzins, like 
Rachel Bookstein, 
executive director of 
the Long Beach Hillel. 
"They said, 'you don't 
have to do that,' you 
can be comfortable, so 
long as you are within 
halacha, '" or Jewish 
law. Perry considers it 
"fun, a challenge" to 
expiore how far she 

More or less, said Sasha Perry, 21, a film student can go with ritual observance while remaining 
true to the rest of her identity. . at Chapman College in Orange, Calif. "I live in 

a very secular world," she says. "This is proba
bly the most time' I've spent around religious 
Jewish people."Perry was one of 200 students 
and recent grads at Jewlicious@TheBeach.2, a 
four-day festival co-sponsored by Beach Hillel; 
Jewish Student Services; and Jewlicious.com, a 
Ierusalem-based blog. 

Being Jewish, even observant, doesn't mean 
she has to give up other parts of who she is. "I'm 
not here to be a stereotype or a commodity, I'm 
here to learn and to worship," she declared. "I 
don't mind if I'm seen as a freak in the Olthodox 
world. If I can worship wearing pants, by golly 
I'm going to do it." 

The weekend drew 
a mixed crowd of 
young Jews, some 
wearing long skirts 
and knitted 
yarmulkes, the vast 
majority in jeans and 
t-shirts. They attended 
workshops about new 
Jewish music and the 
Jewish blog scene, got 
henna tattoos, formed 
a mosh pit at the clos
ing concert and 
prayed in three sepa
rate groups, from 
Orthodox to egalitari
an meditation. 

Perry describes her
self as a 
"Conservadox 
Chasid," but her 
shaved head, black 
clothing and ear plugs 
announce her alle
giance to the anarcho
punk world, where 
she says she "spent a 
long time hiding" her 
Jewishness. "In the 
scene I'm involved in, 
for a progressive, 
vegan, feminist 
wOfllan to hold 
Shabbat 'dinners and 
believe in God, it's 
not OK," she said. 
"But I don't care," she 
added with a shrug. 

As part of returning 
to the fold, she took to 
wearing tzitzit, or rit
ual fringes that many 
religious Jewish men 
wear. An elderly 
Orthodox man spit on 

Focus on issues 

Many studies, but one goal: 
How to reach today's young Jews? 
By SUE FISHKOFF 

OAKLAND, Calif. (JTA) -
Brandeis University just released a 
new study of Jewish college stu
dents. It found that they're proud to 

. be Jewish, largely unaffiliated, 
attracted to Jewish culture more 
than religion, like diversity, and 
don't feel strong ties to Israel or 
Jewish federations. 

Reboot, a nonprofit that promotes 
creative Jewish initiatives, just did 
a study of the same age group, and 
found that they're proud to be 
Jewish, avoid institutional affilia
tion, are interested in Jewish cul
ture and have diverse allegiances. 
Sociologist Steven Cohen of 
Hebrew Union College-New York 
did a similar study, as did Hillel: 
The Foundation for Jewish Campus 
Life, and they both found ... guess 
what? Young Jews are proud, unaf
filiated, pro-culture, pro-diversity 
and anti-tribal. 

The last few months have seen a 
flood of studies of Gen-Y Jews -
young people aged 18-25 - all try
ihg to map their sense of Jewish 
i~entity, affiliation patterns, needs, 
hopes, beliefs and behaviors. 

Why is everyone looking at the 
same population? And is all this 
work necessary, or a duplication of 
effort? 

First, there are the numbers: 
almost half a million Jewish col
lege students, the future of this 
country's Jewish community. The 

very few studies on record, particu
larly the 1990 and 2000-2001 
National Jewish Population 
Surveys, indicate that large num
bers of young Jews aren't going to 
synagogue, joining Jewish organi
zations, marrying other Jews or 
giving money to Israel or Jewish 
charities. 

They?re opting out, whi'ch has led 
to great hand-wringing and head
shaking on the part of American 
Jewish officials. 

Yet the new studies show an up
and-coming generation that is 
proud of its Jewish identity and cul
turally creative, is coming up with 
new methods of religious expres
sion and feels part of a global com
munity linked by Jewish Web sites 
and blogs. 

Researchers say it's cause for 
cautious celebration. "There has 
been a general angst about the 
Jewish future for the past two 
decades, a continuity crisis," says 
Roger Bennett, senior vice presi
dent at the Andrea and Charles 
Bronfman Philanthropies, which 
sponsored the March 2006 Reboot 
study, "Grande Soy Vanilla Latte 
with Cinnamon, No Foam: Jewish 
Identity and Community in a Time 
of Unlimited Choices." 

Describing his study's findings as 
"very positive," ·Bennett says, "I 
hope this study assuages almost all 
the fear. There's plenty to be opti- . 
mistic about." 
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Behind the headlines 

Bush's new Jewish liaison is young, 
but has pedigree - and the right skills 

By MATTHEW E. BERGER 
WASHINGTON (JTA)' -

Jay Zeidman spent a lot of his 
youth at meetings for Jewish. 
organizations in Texas. Now, 
he's going as a representative 
of the White House. Zeidman, 
22, was named White House 
liaison to the Jewish communi
ty last month, and has been 
tasked with selling Bush 
administration policies to Jews . 
at it time when the president's 
approval ratings are at historic 
lows. 

Zeidman is the son of Fred 
Zeidman, chainnan of the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Council 
and a fund-raiser for President 
Bush in the Jewish community. 
The younger Zeidman said he 
attended a: lot Of meetings with 

JAY ZEIDMAN, the new 
White House liaison to the 
Jewish community: 
Impressed with the Bush 
Administration's willingness 
-to "reach out to Jews". Credit: 

ty to be quite receptive to our 
_ agenda, both domestic and 

foreign," he said. "They are 
willing to listen." . 

his father for the American Courtney Bowers/White HOllse. 

Zeidman replaces Jeffrey 
Berkowitz, an associate direc
tor of scheduling at the White 
House, who tried to balance 
both tasks for a year. Zeidman 
is a staffer at the White House 
'Office of F'ublic Liaison, and 
officials said he will have 
more time to devote to work
ing with Jewish leaders, con
sidered a full-time job in 
itself. Zeidman is the fifth 
liaison to the Jewish commu
nity since Bush came to office 
in 2001. In his first month on 
the job, Zeidman was tasked 
with coordinating Vice 
President Dick CheneY's 
speech at the AlP,I\;C Policy 
Conference. Now he is work-Israel Public Affairs Committee 

and the Anti-Defamation League in Houston, 
and walked away with strong support for Israel 
and political activism. "I've found the communi-

ing on President Bush's expected address to the 
American Jewish Committee on May 4 . 

Zeidman said he was impressed with the 

Focus on issues 

Two steps forward for.efforts to 
correct bias in Mideast studies 

By RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - The 

effort by an alliance of Jewish 
groups to hold government-funded 
Middle East studies departments 
accountable took two strides for
ward in recent weeks, one legisla
tive and one moral. 

Congress came a step closer to a 
mechanism that would monitor 
how Middle East Studies depart
ments spend federal money, and the 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, 
an advisory body, found that anti
Israeli activism could engender a 
hostile atmosphere for Jews on 
campus. On March 30, the U.S. 
House of Representatives passed a 
higher education reform bill that 
for the first time would establish an 
independent advisory board to 
make recommendations "that will 
reflect diverse 'perspectives and' a 
wide range of views on world 
regions, foreign language, interna
tional affairs, and international 

academics argued that anti-Israel 
monomania in Middle East depart
ments helped blind the U.S. policy 
establishment to the emerging 
Islamist threat. 

Those arguments have resonated 
in a Washington obsessed with pre
September 11 intelligence failures . 
"The events and aftermath of 
September 11, 2001, have under
scored the need for the nation to 
strengthen and enhance American 
knowledge of international rela
tions, world regions, and foreign 
languages," says the House bill 
passed last month. The bill also 
grants the education secretary some 
discretion in examining whether 
Middle East Studies departments 
are producing well-rounded gradu
ates for the U.S. diplomatic, intelli
gence and defence corps, as envi
sioned by the Title VI framers. 

administration's will
ingness to reach out to 
Jews. "We're speak
ing on all levels, from 
the president and vice 
president on down," 
he said. "The presi
dent gets our message. 
He believes in the 
things we believe in." 

Zeidman came to 
the White House from 
Texas Christian 
University near 
Dallas, where he 
graduated last year 
with a degree in eco
nomics and was stu
dent body president. 

"He's proud of his 
religion, pro~d of his' 
heritage and was will
ing to withstand what
ever peer pressure 
there might be to 
assimilate in the stu
dent community," his 
father said. "He stood 
up for what was 
right." 

Businesses below wish' 
Happy 

Yom Ha' Atzmaut to 
Winnipeg'.sJewish 

community 

Happy Yom Hn'Atzmllut to all our friends & customers 

ART UPHOLSTERING 
& DRAPERIES 

The Drapery House of Winnipeg 
2nd Floor 

Brick's Fine Furniture Building 
110 McDermotAve . 

Phone: 943·4652 or 943-2113 
Fax: 957-5903 

Happy Yom Ha'Atzmaut 

+ 
Flnan~ial 

Servi~es 

Ltd. 

+ Consolidation loans -low interest rate 

+ Affordable monthly mortgage payments 

+ Ability to fix most credit problems 

+ Reduce monthly credit card debts 

+ 100% Mortgage Financing 

business." . . 
At issue is "Title VI," the section . 

of the Education Act passe~ in the 
1950s that established federal fund
ing for universities. The intent was 
to nurture international studies and 
create a cadre of Americans who 
would guide the United States 
through the thicket of foreign rela
tions. 

A JTA investigative series last 
year found that several of .the 
Middle East Studies centers with 
anti-Israel and anti-Western agen
das have extended their biases even 
beyond the college campus, delv
ing 'into public education and 
developing curricula for middle
and high-school students. 

Happy Yom Ha' Atzmaut! 

Longstanding complaints from 
the Jewish community that many 
college faculties nurture hostility to 
Israel instead of scholarship were 
reinforced after the September 11, 
2001 terrorist attacks. A number of 

The House bill requires the secre
tary to take into account when allo
cating funds "the degree to which 
activities of centers, programs, and 
fellowships at institutions of higher 
education address national inter
ests, generate and disseminate 
information, and foster debate on 
international issues from diverse 

. perspectives." 
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Think Electronics ... Think Advance. 
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