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"""'·i~i.\T' "Happy Yom . 
:~~~.L'.'. H'a"Atzmauffrom 

; businesses and 
.... orga.nizations' below 

Yom Ha'Atzmauf Greetings to 
the Jewish Community and Klal Israel 

~ 

. (WK) 

'iFAMOUS OLD COUNTRY BAKING & CATERING" 

247Selkirk Ave. 582-2364 
"Famous for quality and cleanliness since 1937" 

Canadian Technion Society 
Winnipeg Chapter 

Wishing you and those dear to you 
A Happy 58th Anniversary 

Yom Ha'Atzmaut 

RON ROSENBLAT DAFNE ORBACH 
President Co-ordinator 

Phone 896-3372 
e-mail: technion@mts.net 

In September 2005, Larry Sarbit 
launched his own mutual' fund 
company, 
Sarbit Asset Management .. 
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u.s. J.e~ish news 
,-; Focus on issues 

J~wish activist hopes to stir pot on 
.: Darfur with .. Washington protest 

.. ,- .', -,' '. 

'. 
By RACHEL 
SILVERMAN 

NEW YORK (JTA) ~ 
Ruth Messinger has borne ..... ' 
witness to some of the .. 
world's most horrific' 
tragedies. A tireless hum all. 
rights activist, Messinger' 
has walked through earth-.· 
quake-devastated villages in . 
Turkey, traveled to Thailand 
in the wake of a tsunami and 
visited Balkan refugee 
camps during Milosevic's 
ethnic cleansing campaign. 

across the country. 
The message she trumpets 

issimple: The world needs to 
. determine a "communal 
. response to genocide" and. 

apply it across the board. 
Messinger says that Jews, of 
all people, should heed this 
call. "We're the people 
whose constant context and 
language since the Shoah has 
been, Never again," 
Messinger said. "Do we 
mean what we said or not? 
And· if we do, then are we 
going to respond for every
body, and not just wait til 
Jews are attacked again?" 

Still, the scenes she saw in 
Darfur during the summer of 
2004 were "a great deal 
more depressing. "The peo
. ple there have no ~xpecta
tion that the world cares 
about their situation or' that 
they're going to be able to 
come home," Messinger 
said, sitting in her New York 
City office two weeks ago. 
"The word I use for it when 

American Jewish World Service For Messinger, the answer 
executive director, Ruth is an easy one. The Jewish 
Messinger, holds a baby' in call for tikkun olam, or 
Sudan's Darfur region in August repairing the world, mandates 
2004. According to the AJWS, a response. 
the child's twin sister was saved "It's the Judaism I was 
at a clinic funded in part by the, raised on," she explained. 
agency. Credit: AIWS. :'Every person is made in ~he 

Image of God. To save a S1l1~. 
I speak most often is just, Chilling." gle life is to save the world." 

The executive director of the American Jewish 
World Service, Messinger is leading the charge 
to restore hope to this ravaged community. Her 
approach is multi-pronged: form interfaith 
alliances through a Save Darfur Coalition, flood 
the White House with postcards and add to the 
AJWS's $2.4 million U.S. humanitarian aid 
campaign. Next on 

A former elected official and Democratic may
oral candidate in New York City, Messinger, 65, 
has dedicated much of her career to this kind of . 
public service. Now she's applying it to Darfur. 
Messinger said the death toll there has grown to 
roughly 400,000 to 500,000 in the past three 
years. 

Focus on issues the agenda is an April 
30 rally in 
Washington, where 
Messinger expects a 
large turnout, thanks, 
in part, to efforts by 
synagogues, Hillels, 
JCCs and other 
Jewish organizations 

New study raises key question: 
How to promote active converts? 

By RACHEL SILVERMAN 
NEW YORK (.JTA) - Low con

version rates among intermarried 
Jewish families continue to plague 
those working to reverse the demo
graphic downtrends in American 
Jewry. Fewer than one-fifth of non
Jews who marry Jews convert to 
Judaism, according to a new study 
distributed by the American Jewish 
Committee. 

The "Choosing Jewish" report, 
which interviewed 94 mixed-mar
riage couples and ninc Jewish pro
fessionals in the Boston and 
At.\anta areas, also painted ~ bleak 
picture of Jewish involvement for 
those who do convert. 

Many converted Jews - 40 per 
cent - are described as "accommo
dating Jews by choice." They·come 
to Judaism because they are asked 
to do, and allow others to deter
mine their level of Jewish obser
vance, the report said. Jews in this 
category often have profiles of 
Jewish involvement similar to 
moderately affiiiated born Jews. 

Another 30 per cent of converted 
Jews are identified as ambivalent 
Jews - . they continue to express 
<\oubts about their conversion and 
feel guilty about beliefs or holidays 

left behind, according tei the report. 
Their children mirror this ambiva
lence by thinking of themselves as 
half-Jews. 

The report qualified only 30 per 
cent of converted spouses as 
"activist Jews," or those who iden
tify deeply with the Jewish people 
and Israel. These Jews often are 
more committed to Jewish practice 
than are born Jews, and their chil
dren are virtually undistinguishable 
from children whose parents were 
born Jewish. 

The findings, compiled by 
Brandeis University professor 
Sylvia Barack·Fishman, have wide
spread implications for a communi
ty grappling with the reality of 
mixed marriages. According to 
both the 2000-2001 National 
Jewish Population Survey and sur
veys by Gary Tobin, president of 
the San Francisco-based Institute 
for Jewish & Community 
Research, the U.S. Jewish inter
marriage rate is between 40 per 
cent and 50 per cent. 

The AJCommittee.hopes the new 
data will create a road map for 
greater Jewish involvement among 
converts and intermarried families. 
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World· Jewish news/Spanish column 

Memorial service for. terror victims ~n 
Buenos Air~s focuses on Iran link' 

By FLOREN CIA 
ARBISER 

BUENOS AIRES· 
(JTA) - A memorial 
service is usually 
about the past. But a 
service honoring the 
victims of the 1992 
terrorist attack at the . 
Israeli Embassy was 
also about the present 
- and the future. 

Braving an after
noon of constant rain, 
hundreds of people 
gathered at a Buenos 
Aires comer to pay 
tribute to the 29 peo
ple killed 111 the 
attack. 

The March 17 
demonstration started 
exactly at 2:50 p.m., 

Local Jewish leaders and officials stand at the 
site of the bombed Israeli embassy in Buenos 
Aires during a memorial service, March 17, 
2006. Buenos Aires Mayor Jorge Telerman 
stands front row second from left, and 
Israel's ambassador to Arg~ntina, Rafael 
Eldad, stands at his side, front row third from 
left. Credit: Florellcia Arbiser/JTA. 

destroyed the local 
embassy. Calls fcir 
justice in the still~ 
unsolved case were 
heard, as was criti
ci.sm of Iran, which is . 
believed to be behind 
the embassy bombing, 
as well as a 1994 ter
rorist attack on the 
AMIA Jewish center 
here. 

Israel's ambassador 
to Argentina, Rafael 
Eldad, demanded that 
Argentina and the 
international commu
nity consider the 
Islamic government 
of Iran a "global 
threat." 

Eldad was the cul
tural attache during 

the time on March 17, 1992, that a bomb the attack; he was out of the office at the AMIA 

First oerson 
" 

For one child of survivors, 
Cambodian killings resemble Shoah 
By TIBOR KRAUSZ 

BANGKOK (JTA) - As some
one· whb 'lostpractically his entire 
family to the Holocaust, I came to 
regard' the Holocaust as the ulti
mate benchmark for mass murder. 
Any subsequent 20th-century 
genocides seemeq merely sad 
reminders that the post-Holocaust 
pledge "Never again" was just an 
empty promise. 
. Tuol Sleng is Cambodia's version 
of Auschwitz. I found seeing Tuol 
Seng not only a harrowing experi
ence but an eye-opener of the simi
larities between the two killings. 
Outside Tuol Sleng, or "Poison 
Tree Hill," ragged little children 
chase a football while a small girl 
savors a: vanilla ice cream. 

Like over half of Cambodians, 
they were born after the Khmer 
Rouge genocide and probably don't 
know why this former school has 
been turned into a museum. The 
three-story, horseshoe-shaped 
building with open-air corridors 
resembles any high school in 
Southeast Asia. Once it was any
thing but. Here, even courtyard 
trees take on sinister connotations: 
Perhaps people were spread-eagled 
to branches and flayed alive. 

Now Tuol Sleng is painfully per
sonalizing this formerly abstract 
tragedy. A former Khmer Rouge 
prison, the Tuol Sleng Museum of. 
Genocidal Crimes was once known 
as Prison S-21. In a room left as 
Vietnamese troops found it in 1979 
after driving Pol Pot and his thugs 
back into the jungles, stains still 
blacken the walls around a metal 
bed hooked up to electric prods 
under a large photograph of a burnt 
victim, the last to die here after no 
doubt "confessing" to being an 
"imperialist stooge" ·recruited by 

the CIA to undermine Cambodia's 
new people's paradise. Rule No.6. 
of the Security Regulations dis
played at the door declares: "While 
getting lashes or electrification you 
must not cry at all." 

While their end results were sim
ilar, the Holocaust and Cambodia's 
Killing Fields were motivated by 
different ideologies. One was the 
industrialized, systematic mass 
murder of a people purely for eth
nic reasons with a concomitant 
attempt to erase an entire, millen
nia-old religious culture from the 
face of the earth; the other saw mil
lions of helpless Cambodians clob
bered and starved to death fairly 
randomly by their indoctrinated 
compatriots who often came from 
the same village, by virtue of being 
"enemies of the revolution." 

Yet the Holocaust and the Killing 
Fields had this much in common: 
Not only did both the tIolocaust 
and the Khmer Rouge genocide 
obliterate the lives of the murdered, 
but they have also irretrievably 
destroyed civilizations. 

The Nazis' mass murder of Jews 
is singular among modern geno
cides in that beyond exterminating 
6 million Jews with industrial effi
ciency, it destroyed a distinct civi
lization in the process - that of 
Eastern European Jewry. 

Cambodia's own holocaust came 
closc. With a back-to-basics agrari
an utopia in mind, Pol Pot set about 
eliminating all traces of culture and 
urbanity from Khmer society. 
Monks, teachers, doctors, lawyers 
and intellectuals - anyone with 
spectacles qualified - were 
butchered, in a civilization that pro
duced the renowned Angkor Wat 
temple comple~ dating from the 
Middle Ages. 

center when the bomb 
destroyed the 
embassy .. To Eldad, 
Iran's responsibility 
for the Israeli 
Embassy and AMIA 
attacks were precur
sors to the Islamic 
republic's current 
threats to build a 
nuclear weapons pro
gram and calls by its 
president, Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, to 
destroy Israel. . 

Under strict security 
measures - including 
dogs and explosives 
division police offi
cers - Jewish leaders, 
victims' relatives, rab
bis and students lis
tened to a shofar 
being blown. 

Jorge Telerman, 
Buenos Aires' new 
mayor and the city's 
first Jewish leader, 
also attended the 
event. Telerman's 
public participation in 
this commemoration 
was his first since he 
formally fook office 
this month. 

Two hours before 
the service,' some 100 
pe9ple protested in 
front of the Iranian 

. Embassy. Young 
members of the 
Zionist World 
Organization, with the 
support of the 
Argentina Zionist 
Organization, AMIA 
and the DAIA Jewish 
political umbrella 
group gathered in 
front of the embassy 
to repudiate the 
Islamic . republic's ' 
policies and actions. 

Dificil proceso. 
El nuevo ministro del Interior palestino pidio 

paciencia y prometio que el gobierno de Hamas 
'pacificara la Franja de Gaza, luego que cuatro 
palestinos murieron en enfrenfamientos entre 
grupos rivales durante el fin de semana. 

Asimismo, el primer ministro palestino, Ismail 
Haniye, critico a Estados Unidos por negarse a 
tratar con el gobiemo de Hamas;senalando que 
se castigaba a su pueblo par elegir a la 
agrupacion terrorista. Los primeros dfas de 
Hamas en el poder nan sido una combinacion de 
presiones internacionales y violencia interior. . 
Durante el fin de semana, cuatro personas 
murieron y 36 resultaron heridas en disturbios 
relacionados con el asesinato de un jefe 
terrorista vinculado con Hamas. La exhortacion 
de Haniye a la calma y a desistir de la exhibicion 
publica de armas fue rechazada por un caudillo 
de Gaza, 10 que genero el riesgo de nuevos actos 
de violencia entre fracciones polfticas . 

Los seguidores del terrorista muerto acusaron 
a Fatah de matarlo con un coche bomba, pero 
SamirMasharawi, un dirigente de Fata y una 
figura influyente en Gaza, dijo que 10 of end fan 
las denuncias "infundadas" y que no podrfa 
convencer a sus seguidores que ocultaran sus 
annas. 

"Parece que los hermanos de Hamas olvidan 
que estan en el poder y representan a un 
gobierno palestino y son responsables de 
defender las instituciones de seguridad", dijo 
mientras decenas de guardaespaJdas disparaban 
al aire. 

En declaraciones a los periodistas el domingo, 
el ministro del Interior Said Siyam, a cargo de 
algunas de las fuerzas' de '. seguridad, dijo que' 
pondrfan fin al caos, pero insto a su· pueblo a 
tener paciencia: "Dennos una oportunidad de un 
ano", suplico. 

"No tenemos una variia magica", advirtio 
. Siyam. "Me reunire con las facciones al igual 

que los dirigentes de los bandos militares, a fin 
de que cada uno asuma sus responsabilidades", 
afirmo, al comprometerse a arrestar y procesar a 
quienes transgredan la ley. Indico que una vez 
que las fuerzas de seguridad hagan sentir su 
presencia y apliquen la ley, "la gente se sentira 
comoda" con la polida y no depcndenl de sus 
c1anes para tenel' proteccion y venganza. 

En Gaza ha imperado la anarquia en meses 
recientes y los pistoleros rondan las calles con 
impunidad. Muchos estan vinculados al grupo 

'Fata, que domino la politic a palestina durante 
cuatro decadas antes de que Hamas truncara su 
poder en las elecciones palestinas de enero. 

La Autoridad Palest ina ha recibido 1.000 
millones de dolares anuales en ayuda extranjera, 
gran parte de la cual esta en peligro ya que el 
gobierno ha tenido problemas en .pagar al 
peruon~. . 

Nos reencontramos la semana proxima. 
alexci5@hotmai!.com 
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