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World Jewish' news 
Across' the former Soviet Union 

Ukrainian Jews have seder· choices, 
but do.they still need o~tside help?' 
By, VLADIMIR 
MATVEYEV 

KHARKOV, 
Ukraine (JTA) - Jews 
in the Ukrainian city 
of Kharkov had a 
smorgasbord of seder 
choices this Passover. 

Feeling more com
fortable with the 
Orthodox tradition? 
Local chapters of 
Chabad and' the 
Orthodox Union 
offered holidaY,Ineals 
and ceremonies to 
help local Jews relive 
the enslavement and 
Exodus from Egypt. 
At home with a liberal 

Three visiting rabbinical students from 
Hebrew Union'College lead a Passover seder 
at the Kharkov Reform Jewish congregation 
April 13, 2006, in Kharkov, Ukraine. Credit: 
Vladimir Matl'eyel'I.1TA. 

meaningful for 
Ukrainian Jews. In 
recent years, foreign 
students leading' 
seders have become a 
tradition in e,very cor
ner of the vast former 
Soviet Union. 

But in Ukrainian 
Jewish communities 
served by rabbis of 
their own - which also 
benefit from a net
work of communal 
institutions - some 
Jews are beginning to ' 
think they've out
grown the need for 
such visits. 

Foreign students 
reading of the holiday? Choose one of the seders 
organized by the Reform community. Want' a 
social mixer and a traditional meal with a 
younger crowd? Hillel has something to offer for 
the occasion. 

One thing all these seders had in common is 
that all were led or co-led by foreign guests, usu
ally rabbinical students from the United States 
and Israel, who passed on spending the holiday 
with their families to help make Passover more 

came to Ukraine to help locals "be a part of a 
Jewish extended family and to support them," 
said Sara Sapadin, a U.S. rabbinical student at 
the Reform movement's Hebrew Union College 
Jerusalem campus. To some of the foreign stu
dents, the visits carry extra meaning since their 
own ancestors hail from those lands. One of the 
American students, Emily Dunn from HUC, 
took the opportunity to visit with a relative, 
Esfira Rabinovich, 87, who still lives in the 

Around the Jewish world 

Mother of murdered French Jew 
speaks ou.t on what went wrong 

By Brett Kline 
PARIS (JTA) - Ruth Halimi is 

afraid: Since her son IIan was tor
tured to death in February, she has
n't had a moment's peace. Her life 
has been ravaged forever. "It's a 

. h " h "S ' I I1lg tmare, s e says. ometnnes 
think I'll wake up and find it isn't 
so, but it is. Ilan is gone, and I must 
keep on living. I must keep on liv
ing." 

I n her modest apartment, she 
receives journalists but insists that 
they take no pictures of her. "I 
don't want my face in the newspa'
pers, on television or on the 
Internet," she says, "I'm afraid 
there arc morc barbarians out there 
and that they'll find me." 

IIan Halimi, 23, was .left for dead 
in the train station of a Paris suburb 
on February 13 after being kid
napped and tortured for three 
weeks by a gang demanding ran
som.,He died on the way to the hos-
pital. , 

More than 10 suspects have been 
arrested, including the leader of the 
gang, Youssouf Fofana, who was 
extradited from the Ivory Coast, 
where his parent~ were born. 
Suspects told police that they tried 
to kidnap Jews because "all Jews 
are rich," and that they put ciga
rettes out on the victim's face 
because "he was' Jewish and we 
don't like Jews." 

Halimi says something is wrong 

with the educational system in 
France. "France has produced mon
sters," she says, her face thin and 
skin tight, fraught by nerves and 
pain. "It's not about being Muslim, 
because all the gang members went 
to secular, public schools. They 
have grown up with no feelings, 
like mechanical monsters." 

Most of the gang members were 
Muslim, of North African Arab and 
black African origins, but others 
involved were not, including the 
superintendent of the building 
where Halimi was held, "They 
promised him 1,500 euros, so he 
gave them an empty apartment to 
use and said nothing," Halimi said 
of the superintendent. "What kind 
of a man is that?" She answers her 
own question: "It's a man who sim
ply does not care." 

Many residents reportedly knew 
someone was being tortured in the 
basement, but did not intervene or 
alert authorities. "It was an open 
secret in the neighborhood that a 
Jew was being held and tortured, 
and nobody called the police 
anonymously, not one person," she 
says, shaking her head. "Thc eleva
tor was blocked for 1 a days and 
people were guarding the door to 
the apartment, and nobody called 
the police. It was not that all those 
neighbors were anti-Semitic. It's 
more that they simply did not 
care." 

small town of Talnoe, 
Ukraine. 

This sprmg, the 
Reform movement 
sent 53 students, can
tors and educators to 
lead seders in commu
nities across Ukraine. 
Other organizations 
also sent sizeable 
groups: Chabad sent 
96 rabbinical students 
from Israel, the 
Orthodox Union sent· 
11 students and Hillel 
sent nine Americans. 

Some of those 
attending seders this 
spring said they 
weren't happy with 
Passover ceremonies 
led by ,foreigners .. 
Some mentioned the 
difficulties of follow
ing the English
Russian translations. 
Others suggested that 
the money spent to 
bring foreign guests 
might have been bet
ter spent on local 
groups. 

"We spend much 
time interpreting back 
and forth, and before 
the students come to 
visit, they should get 
more advice from the 
local people as to 
what our community 
really rieeds today," 
said a Kharkov Jewish 
leader who asked not 
to be identified for 
this article. 

Reunion after tragedy 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel decided to 

admit a non-Jewish relative of an Ethiopian 
immigrant family struck by tragedy. The Interior 
MiniStry said April 18 it would issue an immi
gration permit to Havtam Badje, 21, whose 
Jewish fath~r killed his'second wife and himself 
in Israel two weekends ago, leaving seven 
orphans. Badje, whose mother is a Christian, 
was previously denied permission to move from 
E~hiopia to the Jewish state to join her half-sib
lings. According to media reports, Israeli offi
cials wanted to break the news of the murder-
suicide to her in person. . 

Son of Czech diplomat dead at71 
PRAGUE (JTA) - Former Czech diplomat 

Rudolf Slansky, whose father was sentenced to 
death in a Stalinist trial that featured anti
Semitic rhetoric, died April 17 at 71. Slansky's 
father, who shared his name, was sentenced to 
death after'the 1952 show trial, part of an anti
Semitic wave in the years proceeding Stalin's 
death. Many of the elder Slansky's colleagues in 
the Communist Party who were sentenced to 
death at the trial also were Jewish. Despite the 
experiences of his father, the younger Slansky 
joined the party but later became an anti
Communist dissident a'fter the 1968 Soviet inva
sion of Czechoslovakia .. 

Swiss banks settlement challenged 
NEW YORK (JTA) - A group of Holocaust 

survivors petitioned the U.S. Supreme Court to 
change the terms of the Swiss banks settlement. 
The petition filed earlier this month by the 
Holocaust Survivors' Foundation USA calls for 
more money from the $1.25 billion U.S. settle
ment for Holocaust-era bank accounts' to be 
given to survivors in the' United States rather than 
those in the former Soviet Union, the Forward 
reported. The judge overseeing distribution of 
the money from the 1998 settlement previously 
ruled that more should go to survivors in the FSU 
because they're needier. A federal appeals COUlt 

rejected a similar petition in January. 
Ar,thur Hertzberg dies 

NEW YORK (JTA) -' Rabbi Arthur 
Hertzberg, a leadfng and provocative U.S. rabbi, 
died April 17 at 84 in Englewood, N.J. An out
spoken writer and speaker, Hertzberg was a 
staunch supporter of the civil rights movement. 
He called for the creation of a Palestinian state 
after the 1967 Six-Day War and once called the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington the "national cathedral of American 
Jewry's Jewishness," The New York Times 
reported. A longtime pulpit rabbi, he also served 
as president of the American Jewish Congress 
from 1972 to 1978. He was the editor of "The 
Zionist Idea," a primer on the Zionist move
ment. He was born.in Poland and came to the 
United States with his family at age 5. 

AI-Arian'to be deported 
NEW YORK (JTA) - A Florida professor 

acquitted of terrorism charges is to be deported. 
Sami al-Arian has agreed to be deported rather 
than face a new trial for allegedly helping to 
channel money to Islamic Jihad. In December, a 
jury found him not guilty on eight charges and 
deadlocked on nine others. Any deportation 
agreement would have to be approved by a fed
eral judge. A Palestinian born in Kuwait, al
Arian was a professor at the University of South 
Florida until his arrest in 2003. 

UJC exec to leave 
NEW YORK (JTA) - Gail Hyman, the United 

Jewish Communities' senior vice president of 
communications, . annol./nced her depar~ure. 
Hyman, who has occupied the post for eight 
years, will leave in early May to take a consult- . 
ing job at a national association for nonprofits. 

Israeli news 

Israel blames Hamas for bombing 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel blamed Hamas for the Tel Aviv suicide 

bombing but stopped short of ordering an offensive against the Palestinian 
Authority. Prime Minister Ehud Olmert's office said April 18 that Israel 
held the new Ramas government responsible for the attack by kindred ter
rorist group Islamic Jihad, which killed nine people. But Olmert decided 
against a military proposal to declare the Palestinian Authority, an enemy 
state, a de-facto green light for, an armed offensive. Instead, Israel will 
revoke the residency status of Hamas officials living in eastem Jerusalem 
and crack down on the smuggling of Palestinians into the, Jewish state. 
Political sources said Olmert,' who is trying to build a coalition govern
ment, held off on serious retaliation for. fear of undermining U.S.-led 
efforts to isolate the Hamas government. . 

Japan suspends P.A. aid 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Japan announced it was suspending aid to the 

Hamas-Ied Palestinian Authority. The Japanese Foreign Ministry said April 
18 there would be no more payouts to the Palestinian Authority until its 
new government, under Hamas, shows its commitment to pursuing peace 
with Israel. Japan, which has donated $840 million U.S. to the Palestinians 
since 1993, said its aid to non-governmental causes in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip would continue .. 

'Quartet' to meet next month 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - The "Quartet" of Israeli-Palestinian peace medi

ators will meet next month. UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan announced 
the May 9 meeting.in Ne'w York following the April 17 Palestinian suicide 
bombing in Tel Aviv. In addition to the four patrons of the "road map" 
peace plan - the United States, United Nations, European Union and Russia 
- and representatives from the Middle East, perhaps Jordan and Egypt, are 
expected to attend. 

Terror victims ID'd 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - The nine people killed in the April 17 suicide 

bombing in Tel Aviv were identified. They were Philip Balhasan, 45, of 
Ashdod;' Ariel Darhi, 31, of Bat Yam; Victor Erez, 60, of Givatayim; 
Benjamin Haputa, 47, of Lod; David Shaulov, 29, of Holon; Lily Yunes, 
42, of Oranit; Marcelle Cohen, 75, from France; and Rosalia Basalia, 48, 
and Pirosca Boda 50, of Romania. 

Scores of bombings foiled 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel has foiled scores of Palestinian suicide 

bombings this year, the head of the Shin Bet security service said. Briefing 
the cabinet on April 18, Yuval Diskin said 88 attempted suicide bombings 
had been prevented since the beginning of the year, around a dozen of them 
within an hour or two of the planned attack. "On occasion we have found 
ourselves bringing in a terrorist every day," Diskin was quoted as telling 
Prime Minister Ehud ,Olmert and top cabinet ministers who convened to 
discuss a response to the April 17 suicide bombing in Tel Aviv . 

Bush condemns terrorist attack in Israel 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - President Bush condemned the April 17 sui

cide bombing attack, in Tel Aviv. "It is a despicable act of terrorism, for 
which no excuse or justification is possible," Bush said in a statement after 
the attack in Tel Aviv that killed at least nine people. Bush said the burden 
for preventing terrorist acts rests with the Palestinian Authority, and noted 
that Hamas leaders defended the attack. The British foreign secretary, Jack 
Straw, called the attack "senseless and totally unjustified." United Nations 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan said the Palestinian government must "take 
a clear public stand against such unjustifiable acts of terrorism." 

, Iran, Syria fund P.A. 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Iran donated at least $50 million U.S. to the 

Hamas-led Palestinian Authority. Iranian Foreign Minister Manouchehr 
Mottaki on April 16 announced the $50 million U.S. donation, which aims 
to make up for short-tenn losses the Palestinian Authority has suffered 
since 'Israel halted tax payouts to protest Hamas' rise to power. According 
to unconfirmed media reports, the Iranian donatiOll may amount to twice 
as much, $100 million U.S. Separately, Syria said it was launching a cam
paign to promote private donations to the new Palestinian Authority gov
ernment. 

, Report: Israel hotels overcharging 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Several leading Israeli hotels overcharge foreign 

guests, 'according to .a newspaper expose. Yedfot Achronot reported April 
17 that foreign guests at major resort hotels in Eilat and Tel Aviv are rou
tinely charged as much as 80 per cent more than Israelis. One hotel owner 
quoted by the investigative report attributed the price difference to. sur
charges demanded by tourist agencies abroad that handle reservatIOns. 
Responding to the report, the Tourism Ministry said it would consider 
excluding from its promotional campaigns hotels proven to have over
charged guests. The Israel Hoteliers Association declined comment pend
ing its own probe. 
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Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 
Honors Erna Kimmel 

On Monday, May 15, 2006 
Winnipeg Associates of 
Ben-Gurion University will 

honor Erna Kimmel with the 
2006 Negev Award, Ben-Gurion 
University's Highest Award of 
Distinction. 

Since the untimely death of her 
beloved husband Herman, Erna 
has devoted her time volunteering 
to make Ben-Gurion University, 
Sarah . Sommer Chai Folk 
Ensemble and the Winnipeg Arts 
Community strong and everlasting 
institutions. 

For 25 years, Ema dedicated her 
life to the Sarah Sommer Chai Folk 
Ensemble. Her biggest satisfaction 
was working with young people. 

In 1978 Erna became a founding 
member of the Winnipeg 
Associates of Ben-Gurion 
University. For the past 28 years, 
BGU has been her heart and soul, 
nine of which she held the position 
of president. In 1999 Ema was the 
recipient of the 30th Anniversary 
Award in recognition of her contin
ued efforts in gamering support for 
the university. In 2000 she was 
elected to serve on the Board of 
Governors of Ben-Gurion 
University. 

As higher education is her prior- . 
ity, Ema is pleased that the pro
ceeds from this tIibute luncheon 
will be used to purchase a comput
er laboratory at BGU, which will 
benefit needy students. 

Ema is committed to ensuring 
that needy students have the means 

to successfully complete their stud
ies and reach their full potential. 
The Erna Kimmel Computer 
Laboratory will be in use 24 
hours a day and available to the 
entire student body of more than 
17,000 students. 

The Winnipeg Associates of 
Ben-Gurion University and our 
Honoree Ema Kimmel welcome 
the opportunity to recognize The 
Hon. Gary Filmon and Janice 
Filmon, The Hon. Pearl 
McGonigal, Dr. Bill Norrie and Dr. 
Emoke Szathmary for their contin
ued support of the Ben-Gurion 
University and The State of Israel. 

Ben-Gurion University is part of 
the global community, with 
researchers, sharing their expertise 
internationally in hi-tech, biotech 
applications in medicine, arid-zone 
agriculture, solar energy, water 
resources management, and mm
otechnology. 

The BGU medical school has 
become a model for community 
oriented and global medicine. 
Social work and, education pro
gran1s supply the region with the 
bulk of its social service personnel. 
The University sponsored commu
nity colleges and continuing edu
cation progran1s make leaming 
accessible to a greater number of 
Negev residents. A myriad of corn
munity action programs involve 
over half of the student body and 
benefit the Arab-Bedouin, 
Ethiopian and Russian immigrant 
communities in the region. 

f?t. BEN-GURiaN UNIVERSITY OF THE NEGEV f?t. 
WINNIPEG ASSOCIATES 

Honours 

ErnaKimmel 

Monday, May 15, 2006 - Luncheon 12:00 noon 

, Hotel Fort Garry, 222 Broadway 

HONOURARY CHAIRPERSONS 
Ma~orie Blankstein, C.M, 

Gerald Gray 

LUNCHEON CHAIRPERSONS 
Earl and Cheryl Barish 

SPEClAL PRESENTATION TO: 
The Hon, Gary Filmon, P.c., O.M. 

Janice Filmo/l 
17w Han. Pearl McGonigal, C.M .. o.M .. L.L,D. 

Dr. Bill Norrie, C.M .. O,M .. Q.C .• 
Dr. EmOke Szatllmdry 

Proceeds to support Erna Kimmel Computer Laboratory 
to help students in need 
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