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Holocaust 
commemoration 
(Cont. from page 1.) 

than 6O'pounds, and.that she sur
vived typhoid fever two times." 

Her father's last words to her 
were that "G-d will always help 
you, because'I cannot." Nazi sol
diers came and took him away. 
Schwemer said she has "always 

. retained her faith in G-d, 
because of [her] father's words, 
and because G-d let [her] live 

. until now to enjoy [her] chil
dren', grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren. " 

The commemorative service 
opened and closed with the 
"Presentation. of Colors", by the 
General Monash Branch of the 
Canadian Royal Legion," 
President of the Jewish 
Federation of Winnipeg, Dr. 
Edward'(Ted) Lyons; introduced 

MAYOR SAM' KATZ: "We must 
remember those who died, and those 
who survived and found the strength 
to rebuild their lives." 

.Presentation of Colors. 

each of the speakers 
and singers. 

Lara Haid and 
Alexandra Frohlinger 
of Gray Academy of 
Jewish Education s,mg 
a haunting rendition of 
"Ani Ma'amin." 
Brock-Corydon School 
Hebrew Bilingual 
Program students, 
accompanied by 
Shayla Fink on key-

. board, sang "Kol 
Mehashemayim. " 

Belle Millo sang a' 
chilling Yiddish song, 
"S 'Brent," for a teary
eyed crowd, followed by 
a commemorative can
dlelighting ceremony. 

Students dressed in 
school t-shirts from 
Margaret Park School's 
Hebrew Bilingual 
Program sang "Light a 
Candle." 

LARA HAID and Alexandra Frohlinger sing 
"Ani Ma'amin". . 

Then Ya'acov Brosh 
performed the laying of flowers 
beside the Holocaust monument in 
honor of those who perished. 

Tracy Kasner-Greaves, 
Congregation Etz Chayim cantor, 
sang "EI Malei Rachamim," and' 

Rabbi Alan Green, spiritual leader 
of Shaarey Zedek Synagogue recit
ed a special Kaddish prayer. 
Embedded between verses were 
the names of concentration camps, 
which Green recited, along with 
people attending the service. 
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Community news 
Son of Holocaust survivor: 

" .' 

Term 'martyr' inappropriate' for Holocaust victims 
By MATT BELL AN 

Professor Ben Baader 
has many relatives on 
his Jewish father's side 
who died in Nazi 
camps during the 
Holocaust. 

Baader's Vienna, 
Austria-born dad, him
self, served as a forced 
laborer in a mobile 
work camp. 

But Ben Baader, a 
German-born cpnvert 
to Judaism, doesn't see 
the 6 million Jews mur
dered in the Holocaust 
as "martyrs", in the 
strictest sense of that 
term. That Univesity of 
Manitoba history pro
fessor spoke April 24 at 
the annual Holocaust 

PROFESSOR BEN BAADER:· "The victims 
of the Nazis did not have a choice," contra
dicting the definition of the term "martyr". 

The UJPO choir and children from the Sholem Aleichem Community, 
another secular group, sing "Zog Nit Keinmol" and other songs of 
Jewish fighters during the Holocaust. 

Week Program of the United Jewish People's "Rabbinic Judaism 
Order and the Sholem Aleichem Community, doesn't call for Jews to 
two secular groups, at the Gwen Secter Creative be martyrs," added the 
Living Centre. , academic, a PhD who 

"There have been martyrs in Jewish history," teaches a course on 
Baader told a crowd of than 150 people. Jewish history 'as part 

In 1096, he said, citing an example, Christian of his work at the U of 
.' crusaders on the way .. to Palestine a~tayked:_ M. ~Ja~~}t,:'~i~cour
··.Jewish~comm~ties .. ofthe .. Rhin~land .• Aboqt ' . .' ageqrj JeW~fiom dying 

5000 Jews . were' "forcibly cO,nverted" to on behalf of their god . 
Christianity, but "many chose martyrdom.". But the "martyrdom" 

"Jewish communities chose to commit mass some still chose didn't 
suicide r~therihan fall into the hands of the apply to most Jews who 
Christians. This is martyrdom." died in the ?olocilust. 

Such martyrdom, known in Hebrew as "kid- "The victims of the 
dush haShem," needs to be "in publ!c", and the Nazis did not have a 
person :'needs to have a choice," Baader choice. The Nazis 
explained. killed people who 

would not have chosen 

Note to readers 
When pictures with photo captions, stories and 

other announcements appear in boxes, that indicates 
the material inside the box is paid for. Stories with 
headlines in a typestyle other than the one used for 
standard news stories (samples of standard news 
headlines appear with all stories on page 1) are also 
partly or fully paid for. 

Notice to organizations, publicists 
The Jewish Post & News now is charging for pub

licity about upcoming events running in this newspa
per. 

• Anyone running a display ad at least ~'business 
card size" (2 columns wide by 2 inches deep) publi
cizing a Jewish organizational upcoming event will be 
entitled to .up to the equivalent amount of editorial 
space free every time the ad runs. . 

• Announcements of synagogue service times run 
for free, but are subject to editing for length. 

• All publicity about upcoming events submitted for 
publication must include the names and addresses of 
the individuals authorizing publication, for billing 
purposes. 

that. " 
The Holocaust wasn't 

about "religion," 
Baader added. "It was 
about the Nazis' pro
gram of racial engi
neering." 

The Nazis also chose 
for extermination the 
"Slavic population of 
Eastern Europe", and 
pioneered the mass 
killings of Jews with 
the "gassing" of "hand
icapped" German chil
dren in the 1930s. 

Baader feels the term 
"martyrdom" is appro
priate for Jews who 
died as "fighters" 
against the Nazis in the 
Warsaw Ghetto, France 
and other countries. 

DAVID PELTZ and 
his wife, Ellen, both 
Holocaust survivors 
from the same town 
in Poland, with a 
picture of siblings of 
Mr. Peltz who died 
during the 
Holocaust. (Closeup 
in inset at bottom 
right). Mr. Peltz was 
one of several sur
vivors and Sholem 
Aleichem 
Community chil
dren lighting memo
rial candles for 
Holocaust victims 
during the UJPO
Sholem Aleichem 
Community ceremo
ny. • All news releases and announcements published in 

The Jewish Post & News are subject to editing, and 
all references to ticket prices. admission charges and 
phone numbers will be deleted; unless the items are 
authorized to run at the full display advertising rate, 

• All news and advertising should be in our office by 
noon, Friday, for the following week's paper, 

• We can't be responsible for the delivery time of 
the paper. You may wish to run your publicity or ad at 
least two weeks in advance of the event. 

Most in the Warsaw Ghetto uprising agreed 
that "dying with arms was better than dying 
without arms," he said, quoting a survivor of that 
revolt. " .. .It was only a choice as to the manner 
of dying." 

Baader also feels that Jews and others today 
memorialize the Holocaust in ritualized cere-

monies because other
wise, the, thought of it 
would be too over
whelming. 

"I was quite bewil
dered when I saw a ref
erence to the six mil
lion in a siddur. It took 
away from the immedi~ 
acy of what happened" 
in the Nazi genocide. 

But recalling the 
Holocaust in cere
monies "packages" it 
"in a way we can live 
with." 

"We do these things 
to remember the dead, 

and contain . . 
memones 111 a 
way that doesn't 
interfere with 
our ability to go 
about our busi
ness tomorrow." 

Baader, him
self, admits he 

had a hard time, as a youngster in a family with 
so many Holocaust survivors and victims. 

"It's no exaggeration to say I'm born to bear 
the memory. That's a hard burden to bear as a 
child, 

"In preparing this talk, I was immersed in 
Holocaust thoughts, but it was spring outside." 

"Are we allowed to celebrate a spring day after 
what happened?" Baader recalls wondering to 
himself, "Ought we not to have the taste of ashes 
in our mouths all the time?" 

The solution he and others have arrived at is 
"remembering and containing the me!TIory." 

Roz Usiskin thanked Baader for speaking at 
the program, emceed by Lisa Donner, and the 
Gwen Secter Centre for donating space. 

The evening included singing by a UJPO 
choral group, joined by children from the 
Sholem Aleichem community,. Some of those 
youngsters also joined Holocaust survivors, 
lighting candles in memory of Holocaust VIC

tims. 


